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MAID    of    KENT. 


MY  FATHER'S  RAPTURE  ON  HIS 
FAMILY     MANSION.     ' 

150XLEY  Grove, .  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  the  family  manfion  of  the  Hales, 
Its  fituation  under  the  dope  of  a  curvar 
ted  hill,  and  watered  with  a  limpid  brook, 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  great  fertility  of  the 
vale.  Wood,  lawn,  corn,  and  pafture 
land,  adorn  the  fituation  in  all  the  varied 
elegance  of  rural  fcenery .  Afcend  the  hill, 
the  eye  is  immediately  furprifed  with  the 
mod  magnificent  decoration  oflandfcape — 
Vol.  L  B  "  te 
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lefs  fumptuous,  lefs  aftounding  to  the  eye 
and  fancy,  than  an  alpine  view  down  on 
the  Campania  of  Italy,  where  lakes,  forefts, 
cities,  in  awful  grandeur  only  prefent  them- 
felves  to  lure  reflection  on  die  ages  of  hu- 
man mifery  which  have  vifited  the  inhabi- 
tants j  Boxley  conveys  all  that  the  mod  fldl- 
ful  conception  of  tafte  can  feek  for :  and  if 
the  imagination  muft  be  fed,  as  well  as  the 
fight  regaled,  what  is  there  on  the  fummit 
of  Boxley  which  a  vifitor  could  not  indulge 
in  with  as  much  epicurean  feafoning,  as 
when  he  contemplates  the  foil  of  Italy  ? 

Here  the  altar  of  unhewn  (tone  *,  facred 
to  druid  rites,  recalls  to  the  claflic  mind 
the  remote  sera  of  Britifh  empire.  The 
reigns  of  Brennus  and  Belinus,  the  great 
conquerors  of  Macedonia,  by  whom  the 
famed  temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphos  was 
raifed  to  the  ground.  Here  can  it  boaft 
of  jhe  fame  fource  of  human  refinement  as 

*  This  alludes  to  an  antient  pile  of  four  rou^h 
and  enormous  (tones  on  the  hill ;  which  ibme  anti- 
quaries have  called  a  druid  altar — but  it  fcems  more 
probably  to  have  been  nifed  as  a  fepulchral  mo- 
nument* 

Italy 
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Italy.  Stored  with  anticnt  literature,  tl 
poliflied  fancy,  by  the  contemplation  < 
this  fcene,  can  bring  a  colony  of  Trojai 
under  Brutus,  to  infpire  its  indigenoi 
inhabitants  with  the  glorious  fpirif  ■ 
civil  liberty,  which  on  this  fpot  was  ev 
denced  on  two  fignalizcd  occafions.,  Tl 
confular  times  of  Rome  could  not  difph 
more  heroifm  in  its  ftruggles  for  freedoi 
againft  the  Tarquins,  than  did  the  anciej 
Britons  on  this  ground  againft  the  fierce  ii 
road  of  thef  plundering  Caefar ;  nor  was  tl 
banner  of  Vortimer  unfurled  againft  tl 
Saxon  Horfus,  who  was  here  flain  in  tl 
conteft,  with  lefs  vengeance  and  obftinac 

Would  the  painter  ftudy  the  grand,  tl 
fublime,  and  the  ornamental  of  his  art 
from  the  rude,  wild,  and  disjointed  par 
of  the  mountain,  he  will  fee  a  Salvatc 
Rofa — let  him  glance  his  eye  to  the  hor 
zon,  the  beft-  chofen  fcenes  of  a  Claude  c 
a  Wilfon  will  be  found  in  nature  for  h 
original — Let  him  take  the  nearer  parts  < 
the  vale,  and  ftudy  the  grouping  of  fmall* 
fubje&s ;  he  will  make  eledion  of  cottag 
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and  trees  in  all  the  critical  excellence  of 
Rixdale. 

If  the  fudden  emergency  of  the  capital  re- 
quires expeditious  attendance,   a  few  hours 
conveys  me  to  it.   If  alarmed  by  the  report 
of  invafion  from  the  perfidy  of  our  natural 
foe,  our  Gallic  neighbour,  this  fituation  can 
prove  my  loyalty  before  any  other  parts  of 
the  ifland ;  and  as  a  fpur  to  adtivity  and 
valour,  as  an  unfubdued  Kentifh  man,  I 
am  entitled,  as  fayeth  our  old  friend  Ger- 
vqfius,  to  the  moft  honourable  poft  in  the 
front  of  battle.      Thus  prejudiced  by  fi- 
tuation,   county,    and   certain  privileges, 
called  the  Gaval-kind  by  Mqfter  William 
Sornner,  I  am  fully  fatisfied  with  the  fupe- 
riority  of    my  country   manfion  to  moft 
others  in  the  ifland  of  Britain. 

My  father,  who  was  remarkably  tena- 
cious of  genealogical  defcent,  but  too  la- 
borious in  his  parliamentary  bufinefs  for 
leifure  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  the  depth  of 
chronological  inveftigation,  would  take  • 
great  delight  in  the  converfation  of  a  neigh- 
bouring antiquary,  the  re&or  of  *****, 

who 
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who  flattering  this  vein  of  his  mind,  and  to 
add  a  more  glowing  warmth  to  my  father's 
heart  than  that  which  old  port  or  a  crack-, 
ling  faggot  could  infpire,  would  declare 
that  our  anteftors  could  be  traced  as  far  back 
as  William  de  Ipre,  lieutenant  to  King 
Stephen,  who  founded  the  abbey  of  Box- 
ley;  and  with  whom  William  de  Hales, 
our  great  ancefter,  gallantly  fought  in  the 
wars  againft  the  Emprefs  Maud. 

What  archives  the  old  reflror  had  ran- 
facked  I  could  not  learn ;  but  his  authority 
was  fufficient :  my  father  never  queftioned 
the  gravity  of  his  aflertions ;  his  long  aqui- 
line nofe,  great  buftiy  wig,  and  impofing 
nafal  cadence,  carried  too  much  convi&ion. 

Alas !  fo  defirous  are  we  to  gratify  th& 
pride  of  our  hearts,  that  my  father,  though 
he  would  often  talk  of  his  anceftor,  the 
great  warrior,  William  de  Hales,  always 
forbore  to  fpeak  of  another  of  the  family 
who  had  turned  a  white  monk,  and  in  his 
pious  fervour  had  left  the  eftate  and  manfion 
houfe  to  his  order ;  but  which  was  afterwards 
reftored  to  the  family  by  the  boifterous  Har™ 
B  * 
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on  the  diffolution  of  the  convents,  for  ha- 
ving flept  a  night  at  the  manfion  on  his 
road  to  Dover. 

This  my  father  faid  was  a  blot  in  the 
cfcutcheon,  and  which  from  my  foul  I  be- 
lieve was  the  firft  caufe  of  his  rooted  anti- 
pathy to  priefthood :  though,  in  juftice  to 
his  religious  duties  be  it  faid,  he  was  a 
ftrift  obferver  of  its  forms,  and  conftant 
frequenter  of  the  church.  He  liked  no 
parfon  but  the  old  redtor,  his  family  gene- 
alogift ;  who  humoured  him  in  his  political 
and  patriotic  exploits;  for  united  by  the 
moft  prevailing  binding  tie,  intereft,  being 
indebted  to  him  for  preferment,  in  grati- 
-tude  he  endeavoured  to  repay  his  patron 
by  writing  pamphlets  and  paragraphs  againft 
his  adverfe  party. 


The  prefent  manfion  is  little  altered 
from  the  old,  excepting  a  dining  parlour 
which  fronts  the  lawn,  rebuilt  on  account 
of  the  abfolute  decay  of  the  building,  and 
which,  to  flatter  the  modern  tafte  of  Lady 
"  '  *\  I  permitted  to  be  altered  to  her 
ncy.     'Tis  true  1  had  made  her  a 

haftv 
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liafty  promife  without  refervc,  and  which 
threatened  fome  alteration  in  our  domeftic 
happinefs ;  for  having  a  colle&ion  of  family 
anceftors,  almoft  in  a  regular  feries  from 
the  firft  difcovery  of  oil  painting  by  John 
de  Beliin  to  the  modern  Sir  Jofhua,  I  had 
concluded  on  their  being  replaced  in  their 
old  Rations ;  but  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed 
when  I  found  the  tafte  of  the  Adams,  a 
blue  wall  and  fome  taudry-coloured  flou- 
riihes,  were  to  fuperfede  the  elaborate  exe- 
cution of  Sir  Antonio  More,  Holben, 
Rubens,  Vandyke,  Lilly,  Kneiler,  and 
fome  of  our  beft  modern  portrait  painters* 
One  morning,  to  verify  a  faying  of  the 
times,  I  a&ually  found  the  workmen  were 
hoifting  all  my  anceftors  into  the  gar- 
ret; one  portrait,  indeed,  had  found  fa- 
vour, and  was  to  have  the  principal  place 
in  the  room  'over  the  fire-place,  and  this 
was  a  female  relation  by  fome  modern 
French  painter,  with  an  abundance  of  un- 
natural paint  on  her  cheeks,  in  a  fancy 
opera  drefs,  a  paftoral  wand  in  her  hand, 
all  bewreathed  with  flowers,  and  with  the 
coquettifh  leer  of  a  courtezan.  1  had  a 
calm  reply  to  a  calm  queftion ;  my  wife 
B  ± 
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chofe  it  bccaufe  it  was  the  prettieft  looking 
pi&ure,  and  fuited  the  decorations  of  the 
Adams  better  than  the  grim  vifages  of  my 
Rubenies  or  Vandykes.  After  this  difplay 
of  her  tafte,  for  which  (he  on  every  occa* 
lion  flood  foremoft  to  fignalize  herfelf,  I, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  every 
female  vifitor  who  entered  the  houfe,  her 
cordial  aflbciates,  flood  their  attacks,  heard 
their  plans,  and  every  change  propofed  to 
render  Boxley  Grove  a  modern  building 
of  exqulfite  tafte;  unmoved  in  a  firm  re- 
folution  to  retain  the  refpeclable  Gothic 
of  its   order  in  its  ancient  purity. 

One  morning,  not  a  little  furprifed,  was 
introduced  to  breakfaft  by  Lady  Hales  a 
Mr.  Changeafl,  who,  arriving  over-night 
from  town,  I  concluded  was  fome  intimate 
acquaintance,  but  who fe  face  1  had  never  feea 
till  that  moment.  He  was  dreffed  with  ele- 
gance, and  his  manners  as  impofing  as  the 
firft  man  of  condition.  Lady  Hales  was  un- 
commonly attentive  to  the  little  condefcen- 
tions  natural  enough  to  be  (hewn  to  a 
ftranger,  and  which  drew  from  me  the 
ferae  (hew  of  refpedh  But  judge  my  fur- 
^  Drife. 
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prife,  when  feizing  an  opportunity  which 
Mr.  Changeall  gave  me  when  the  table  was 
moving,  by  leaving  us  to  fetch  fome  papers 
which  he  "  humbly  propofed  to  offer  for 
"  our  infpe&ion,  and  to  fuggeft  fome 
"  improvement  of,"  to  afk  her  the  mean- 
ing of  this  vifit.  "  Are  you  not  ac- 
'*  quainted  with  the  great  Mr.  Changeall, 
"  the  falhionable  architect,  and  as  cele- 
€€  brated  as  Mr.  Capability  for  his  exquifite 
€€  tafte  in  laying  out  ground  ?"— J€  Pray, 
"  my  dear  Lady  Hales,  how  long  have  we 
"  been  married  ?"  —  "  Good  God  !  Sir 
i€  Simon,  how  ftrange  you  are;  why  al- 
"  moft  twenty  years,  to  be  fure," — "  Then 
"  I  lament,  Madam,  that  your  heart  is 
€€  now  fet  oa  variety,  and  the  domeftic 
4t  (late  you  are  engaged  in  muft  at  this 
"  period  be  fubjeft  to  fome  changes  to 
i€  render  it  palatable." — I  now  recollected 
a  converfation  which  fome  little  time  before 
had  taken  place  in  town,  when  the  lady  of 
the  late  Sir  Walter  Jekyll,. .  our  neighbour, 
had  been  propofing  to  me  the  plan  of  laying 
out  my  grounds  at  Boxley  in  the  modern 
ftile  of  improvement.  Lady  Hales  was 
prefcnt,  and  I  remember  to  have  faid  that 
B  5  *  Pro- 
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I  propofed  to  make  fome  alterations  in  my 
brewery,  laundry,  and  dog  kennel,    and 
I  fhould  be  proud  to  confuk  her  ladyfhip. 
This  (he  had  taken  in  fober  truth,  and  as 
a&ual  repairs  were  to  be  made  in  fome  of 
my  out-houfes,    my  wife  thought  this  a 
good  opportunity  to  bring  her  great  plan 
of  reform  into  execution.     I  had  fmiled 
at  her  repeated  propofals,  without  the  leaft 
gravity  of  reply;  this  fhe  had  conftrued* 
into  a  full  aflent,  and  had  invited  this  mo- 
dern  proje&or   of  elegant  improvement  to 
vifit  Boxley  Grove,  with  his  whimfical  plans' 
of  pullitig  down  warm  houfes  to  let  in  cold, 
and  laying  out  grounds  to  lay  out  a  good 
fortune;  to  tortufre 'the "fancy  to  contrive 
lawns,   vifto's,  and   groves,  a  la  negligee 
'naturelle  ;-and  to  exceed.  Shenftone  in  his 
refinement  of  gardening. 

Mr.  Changeall  returned  with  his  plans. 
Lady  Hales  was  to  be  Supported  in  her  pre- 
mature difplay  of  tafte.  Some  patience 
required,  and  perhaps  fome  little  infight 
might  be  gained  into  the  prefent  mode  ' 
of  fpending  fortunes  with  die  affiftance  of 
thefe  kind  of  proje&ors. 

6  The 
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The  plans  were  difplayed.— The  firft  pro- 
duced a  very  elaborate  elevation  and  ground 
plan  of  Boxley  houfe,  with  the  park  and 
plantations  ichnographically  detailed;  thefe- 
cond,  the  intended  alteration  ;  the  old  houfe 
built,  the  grounds  all  varied,  the  mote 
enlarged  to  a  fine  flieet  of  water,  the  box 
walk-and  evergreen  grove  effe&ually  erafed ; 
my  fifli-pond  filled  up,  and  replaced  by  a 
temple  to  be  furrounded  with  limes,  Italian 
poplars,  and  varied  firs ;  here  the  ftraight 
walk  from  the  houfe  to  the  grove  was  to 
convolute  to  aconfiderablediftance;  and  the 
lhade  which  I  fought  in  five  minutes,  to 
be  lengthened  to  ten :  a  clump  of  firs  on 
a  diftant  hill,  and  a  (hrubbery  to  extend 
to  it  i  the  fine  pafture  before  the  houfe  to 
be  converted  to  a  fine  lawn;  viftos  and 
recefTes  placed  at  proper  diftance  to  relieve 
the  eye ;  with  feats,  temples,  fanciful  edi- 
fices to  enrich  the  fcene,  and  to  fill  up  at 
leaft  a  twenty  long  years  labour  before  the 
whole  could  be  compleated. 

I  gazed  with  no  fmall  (hare  of  furprife 

at  the  intended  improvement,  and  liftened 

to  the  explanation  without  a.  comment,  till 
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I  fancied  Mr.  Changeall  had  concluded  his 
elaborate  expoiition ;  but  my  furprile  arofe 
from  obfervhig  the  correftnefs  of  the  draw- 
ing, and  hearing  that  no  perfon  had  been 
employed  to  meafure  the  grounds,  or  to 
raife  the  plan.  My  only  queftion  to  the 
long  oration  was,  "  How  came  he  by 
"  fuch  an  exa&  draught  of  the  houfe 
€S  and  grounds  ?"  This  was  cleared  up 
inftantly  by  remarking  that  he  had  employ- 
ed proper  draughtfmen  for  the  purpofe> 
who  had  Orders  to  remove  themfelves  into 
the  neighbourhood,  and  to  finifti  their  com- 
miflion  without  any  intercourfe  whatever 
with  the  family,  to  avoid  giving  them 
trouble,  and  to  take  them  afterwards  by 
furprife.  On  recolledlion,  I  then  remem- 
bered to  have  feen  an  ordinary  perfonage 
fome  months  back  Ik  etching  and  meafuring 
my  grounds,v  but  whom  I  conceived  was 
fome  landfcape  ftudent  amufing  himfelf  with 
the  delighfal  fituatioa  of  the  premifes. 

It  was  now  high  time  to  come  to  a  con- 
clufion  with  my  modern  Vitruvius,  there- 
fore  fuggefting   a  difficulty    about    refi- 
dence  when  the  old  manfion  was  dilapida- 
ted, 
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ted,  I  begged  to  know  how  I  could  procure 
a  temporary  abode. — "  O  lud,  good  Sir, 
"  a  mere  trifle,  a  mere  trifle  I  allure  you ; 
"  it  is  but  running  up  a  fnug  box  at  a 
"  convenient  dittance."  The  expence? 
"  Oh,  not  worth  the  thought,  dear  Sir; 
"  a  mere  trifle;  and  you  know  when  the 
"  new  manfion  is  finifhed,  this  you  refign 
"  to  your  bailif  or  fteward." — In  xeply  I 
obferved,  that,  infteadof.my  houfe,  I  ftiould 
refign  my  perfon  to  a  bailif,  were  I  to  adopt 
the  extenfive  plan-  he  had  here  propofed. 
— "  O  lud,  my  dear  good  Sir,5'  laughing 
immoderately,  "  how  can  this  hurt  you  ?" 
—I  told  him  I  fliould  be  ruined  with  the 
great  coft  of  his  improvements. — "  A  mere 
"  trifle,  good  Sir,"  which  he  repeated  in 
the  fmootheft  tone  of  voice.  I  afked  what 
might  be  the  amount  of  this  trifle  ? — "  Oh 
"  a  perfeft  trifle,  he  was  fure ;  a  man  of 
. u  my  fortune  could  not  feel  it.  The  efti- 
"  mate  he  had  not  made ;  this  required 
€€  fome  calculation  ;  but  he  was  aflured  it 
"  could  be  but  a  mere  trifle.,, — IafkedMr. 
Changeall  the  expence  of  raifing  the  plan, 
and  what  he  propofed  as  a  confideration 
for  the  trouble  of  the  drawing.    He  replied, 

"  a  mere 
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"  a  mere  trifle."  Then  a  trifle,  I  replied, 
would  pay  for  the  caprice  of  changing  my 
mind,  and  I  therefore  hoped  he  would  talk 
to  me  no  farther  about  the  alteration  of  Box- 
ley  Grove  houfe,*but  partake  of  a  family  din- 
ner and  my  company,  till  he  was  difpofed 
to  return  to  town  again ;  and  fo  I  offered 
him  a  purfe  with  a  few  guineas  for  his 
trouble. 

I  was  taking  the  drawings  out  of  his  hand, 
when  judge  of  my  aftonifliment !  He  drew 
back,  (taring  at  me,  with  an  uncommon 
look  of  difappointment,  and  he  faultered 
out,  u  How  is  this,  Sir  Simon  Hales? 
"  Sir — Sir— -Sir — I  am  already  a  fufferer  by 
"  fome  hundreds  —  I  have  contracted  for 
"  materials,  for,  for,  for  wood  and  ftone— 
"  workmen  to  come  down— the  plan,  Sir, 
"  the  plan  is  ten  times  the  value  —  for 

"  God's  fake,  Sir 1  muft  not  be  made 

"  the  dupe  of  your  orders/' — Lady  Hales 
no"  changed  colour,  and  looked  for  my. 
reply.  — "  Sir,"  I  anfwered,  "  my  law- 
"  yer  muft  converfe  with  you  farther  on 
*'  this  fuijeft." — Mr.  Changeall  now  be* 
gan  to  expoftulate,  and  to  aliuxe  me  that 

the 
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the  plan  alone  would  be  valued  in  any 

court,  trouble,  time,  and  ability,  at  three 

hundred  pounds ;  and  now  recovering  him-< 

felf,  in  a  lefs  hypocritical  fmooth  tone  of 

voice,  he  infifted  on  having  received  his 

orders  from  Lady  Hales,  who,  in  company 

with  Lady  Jekyll,  had  concluded  on  the  pro- 

pofition  he  had  fpecified;  that  fimilar  affairs 

in  his  profeffion  were  not  uncommon ;  the 

nobility  and  gentry  had  their  caprices  like 

other  men  ;  but  artifts  muft  not  -have  their 

time  taken  up  for  nothing ;  his  profeffion 

had  coft  him  no  fmall  pains ;  he  had  vifited 

Italy  to  complete  his  fludies,  and  had  laid 

in  his  fcience  at  a  great  expence,  which 

could  not  be  thrown  away  on  the  change 

of  a  gentleman's  mind.     He  had  an  aftion 

againft  a  Lord,  who  fhould  be  namelefs, 

on  a  fimilar  occafion,  but  which,  he  was 

happy  to  fay,  he  had  non-fuited  ;  and  that 

he  was  not  the  only  perfon  who  feerned  to 

be  furprifed  thut  the  abilities  of  an  artift 

fhould  be    fubfervient   to   the    cipricious 

fancy  of  men  of  fortune  : — "  But,  Sir,"  he 

continued,  "  I  do  not  wi(h  to  prefer  my 

"  fuit  in  this  cafe,  nor  (hall  I   take   my 

"  leave  without  the  honour  of  your  pa- 

"  tronage 
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"  tronage  for  the  confideration  of  a  trifle  j 
€€  a  few  hundred  pounds  can  be  but  a 
"  trifle,  to  cancel  the  magnificent  improve- 
"  ments  of  your  grounds ;  and  I  am  fure, 
"  as  not  being  the  judge  of.  the  infinite 
€€  labour  and  thought  the  projection  of 
"  thefe  plans  require,  you  would  not  wifti 
€€  me  to  fufFer  for  the  change  of  your  mind 
"  in  the  trifling  fum  of  three  hundred 
€(  pounds."  Here  I  made  him  a  low  bow, 
and  rang  the  bell  to  order  my  carriage, 
with  an  intent  to  run  up  to  town  for  advice 
from  my  attorney. 

Mr.  Changeali  by  this  had  noted  fome 
firmnefs  in  my  manner,  and  from  the 
cofilufion  and  hefitation  of  Lady  Hales, 
began  to  conceive  that  (he  had  exceeded 
the  commiflion  fhe  had  received  from 
me;  and  perhaps  judging  of  the  weak- 
ncfs  of  his  employers'  intelledte  and  pro- 
per ceconomy  in  the  fuperintendance  of 
their  affairs,  by  the  extravagance  and 
folly  of  the  ornamental  improvement  of 
their  eftates,  he  hoped,  he  faid,  that  I  did 
not  confider  his  expoftulation  in  too  ferious 
alight,  either  to  give  him  caufe  for  much 
^  trouble, 
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trouble,  and  equal  pain  to  do  himfelf 
juftice.  I  calmly  replied,  that  this  was 
a  bufinefs  I  was  apprehenfive  I  was  not 
fufficiently  mafter  of,  and  left  I  might  be 
tempted  to  proceed  too  haftily  againft  the 
merits  of  his  caufe,  I  propofed  to  fet  off 
for  town,  to  have  the  matter  adjufted  by 
the  ftridteft  rules  of  equity :  that  Lady  Hales 
had,  through  the  perfuafion  of  her  extrava- 
gant and  fanciful  friend,  Lady  Jekyll,  been 
led  into  error  on  the  fuppofed  alterations  of 
my  houfe  and  grounds :  that  a  dog-kennel 
and  a  few  otit-houfes  were  to  be  pulled 
down,  for  a  trifling  and  flight  improve- 
ment, and  no  other  change  whatever  pro- 
pofed fcy  myfelf;  and,  for  my  part,  he 
muft  be  well  perfuaded  it  was  the  firft  time 
I  had  ever  laid  eyes  upon  him-  Here  Mr. 
Changeall  made  a  moft  obfequious  bow ; 
and  again  altering  the  ton!  of  his  voice  to 
what  appeared  more  natural,  ftated  a  few 
apparent  fafts  of  the  time  and  trouble  he 
had  beftowed  on  the  plans;  he  leffened 
the  coft  to  an  hundred  pounds,  for  which  I 
gave  him  my  note,  and  begged  he  would 
on  no  account  whatever  relate  a  circum- 
ftance  which  would  turn  out  fo  infallibly  to 

my 


•C    i*   ] 

.my  difadvantage,  by  affixing  to  my  cha- 
racter a  trait  of  fafhionable  folly  which  was 
in  every  refpeft  fo  unnatural  to  it.  He 
here  again  bowed,  requefted  the  honour  of 
my  patronage,  and  left  -the  room  moft  re- 
fpe&fully. 

After  this  affair,  I  was  never  preflcd  Uy 
my  wife  to  alter  the  ftile  of  the  old  houfe, 
excepting  the  faloon,  which  was  obliged  to 
come  down  from  aftual  decay,  and  which, 
to  pleafe  her,.  I  permitted  to  be  fitted  up  to 
her  tafte.  Indeed  I  ever  venerated  thefe 
old  piles  of  mafonry  beyond  any  modern; 
their  conveniences,  in  many  inftances,  are 
as  great;  and  were  we  to  balance  the  trouble 
of  rebuilding,  the  comfortlefs  fituation  of 
feeing  rubbifh  removed,  mafons  at  work 
with  ftone  and  mortar,  the  mind  perplexed 
and  rharafied  with  the  conditions, of  en- 
gagements, misfortunes  in  the  progrefs  of 
work,  length  of  time  required  to  compleat 
it ;  and,  after  all,  a  lift  of  confounded  bills 
overcharged  in  the  moft  exorbitant  manner, 
each  of  which  to  the  amount  of  a  fnug 
private  fortune  ;  I  frequently  wonder  that 
men  at  my  time  of  life  do  not  fooner  pre- 
fer 
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fer  the  antique  fabrics  of  our  Edwards  and 
Henries  to  the  polite  jumble  of  the  orders  of 
Grecian  architecture,  which  now  constitute 
the  modern  ftile  of  building  houfes,  and 
fpending  immenfe  fortunes. 

My  houfe  is  fituated  in  a  court  yard,  with 
a  large  brazen  fountain,  nereids  fpouting 
water  on  ajl  fides.  The  gateway  and  por- 
ter's lodge  were  rebuilt  by  Inigo  Jones ;  in 
my  father's  time  it  was  furrounded  with  a 
mote  and  draw  bridge,  and  from  a  few 
remaining  towers,  modernifed  fome  cen- 
turies back,  the  outward  wall  feeiris  to  have 
been  a  caftellated  defence,  perhaps  in  the 
feudal  times  of  the  Barons.  The  houfe  is 
built  very  much  in  the  ftile  of  our  college* 
in  Cambridge  and  Oxford.  A  large  hall, 
or  refedtory,  open  to  the  veftibule,  front* 
ed  by  the  buttery,  and  a  paffage  wL'ch 
communicates  to  the  kitchen.  On  one 
fide  of  the  hall  a  chapel,  and  on  the 
other  the  grand  ftaircafe,  ornamented  in 
frefco,  with  fome  antient  hiftoric  defigns ; 
the  execution  coeval  with  the  age  of 
Elizabeth,  and  in  the  ftile  of  Holben. 
Here  we  behold  a  tournament,  in  honou* 
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of  a  feftival  difplayed  for  the  reception  of 
Henry  VIIL,  when  he  vifited  one  of  my 
anceftors  in  his  way  to  the  embarkation  at 
Calais,  on  his  meeting  with  Francis  I.  at 
Ardres. 

In    Ihort,  from  the  flight  and  hafty  de- 
fcripti'on  I  have  here  given  of  the  family 
manfion,'  I   cannot   be  fuppofed  to  have 
much   tafte  for  modern  improvement  in 
building.    1  cannot  fay  what  might  have 
happened  in  my  youth,  if  parliamentary 
ambition  had  not  fuperfeded  the  vanity  of 
building  fine  houfcs ;  but  in  truth,  when 
my  inclination  led  me  to  retire,  I  panted 
for  eafe  and  the  calm  enjoyments  of  life, 
which  turned  my  thoughts  from  architectu- 
ral metamorphofes.      Judge,  therefore,  if 
I  mull  not  have  had  fome  refolution  to  have 
combated  the   repeated  denunciations  of 
vengeance  againft  the  gloomy  appearance 
of  the  premifes,  by  all  our  faftiionable  vifi- 
tors,  who  feldom  arrive  without  a  comment 
on  the  ftrangenefs  of  my  tafte ;  however, 
the  infide  is  elegant  and  comfortable,  and 
we  neither  want  appartments  to  difplay  the 
antient  hofpitality  of  the  Halefes,   in  the 
^  comfort 
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comfort  of  modern  entertainment,  or  fpacc 
to  celebrate  our  annual  feftivals,  which  are 
generally  more  frequent,  better  ferved,  and 
better  regulated,  than  1  remember  ever  to 
have  noted  in  houfes  of  more  modfern  and 
more  fplendid  outfides. 


MY  FATHER'S  APOLOGY  FOR  RETIRING 
FROM  PUBLIC  LIFE, 

JK.ETIRED  from  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
I  have  now  funk  into  the  bofom  of  my 
family,  and  contra&ed  all  my  numerous 
acquaintance  to  a  fmall  circle  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  my  country  refidence,  and 
limited  my  town  friends  to  as  fmall  a 
number  as  my  delight  in  fociety  would 
admit  of.  While  health,  fortune,  and 
the  advantage  of  a  found  education,  had 
inclined  iny  mind  and  heart  to  yield  to 
the  inward  fatisfaftion  of  exerting  thefe 
endowments  for  the  public  good,   I  had 

almoft 


A 


[    it    l 

almoft  forgot,  through  the  fervour  of  pa- 
triotifm,  that  the  charms  of  a  virtuous  and 
beautiful  wife,  the  fmiles  of  blooming 
children,  and  the  approach  of  a  few  chofen 
friends,  required  in  return  any  expanfion 
of  foul  on  my  fide.  Early  principles  had 
moulded  my  heart  to  the  rigid  maxims  of  a 
flern,  yet  noble  and  affe&ionate  parent;  and 
fuch  were  my  habits  of  thought  from  this 
fedulous  practice  to  train  me  up  to  his  own 
grand  and  pure  fentiments  of  public  love, 
that  lofing  all  appetite  in  the  rational  in- 
dulgences of  private  life,  or  the  falutary 
digreffions  from  fenatorial'duty,  I  became 
callous  to  to  .the  milder  ornaments  of 
.humanity.  Though  I  married  with  the 
ardent  defire  of  making  my  life  more  fer- 
viceablc  to  my  country,  I  ftill  regarded  the 
honeft  impulfe  of  my  heart,  and  fuffered 
no  finifter  motive  to  obtrude  in  my  domef- 
tic  views  ;  but  I  had  an  inflexible  opinion 
that  the  happinefs  of  my  family,  the  afflu- 
ence of  my  fortune,  friends,  and  felf,  fhould 
be  offered  up  as  an  expiatory  facrifice  for 
date  crimes;  and  that  no  perfonal  oblation 
could  be  too  great,  if  my  country,  in  any 
emergency,  could  derive  benefit  from  the 

conceflions 
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conceflions  of  an  individual.  It  may  na- 
turally enough  be  afked  how  it  is  pofliblc 
that  a  man,  once  elated  with  thefe  ideas, 
could  now  recede  from  every  opportunity 
of  difplaying  them  ?  I  (hall  briefly  reply, 
that  a  charafter  like  my  own  is  of  more  real 
and  efficacious  fervice  to  his  country,  by 
adhering  ftri&ly  to  the  regularity  of  con- 
duit in  the  charafter  of  an  honeft  and 
private  citizen,  than  by  rifing  up  on  the 
bafis  of  indepcndance  in  a  turbulent  fenate; 
by  aflerting  principles  which  no  party  can 
adopt,  and  which  no  virtue  can  poflibly 
accomplifh.  As  my  political  principles 
have  been  unfuccefsful,  J  mean  to  make 
my  life  falutary  to  government,  by  feeking 
a  repofe "in  the  conduft  of  private  virtues, 
and  in  the  humble  gratification  of  domeftic 
duty. 


ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER  SKETCH  FROM  HIS  COMMON- 
PLACE BOOK. 


jVIY  father  had  funk  two  eftates  in  the    ! 
caufe.of  his  political  principles,  and  I  be- 
lieve flood  without  a  compeer  to  leflen  that 
confequence  and  that  merit  which  he  had    . 
derived  from  his  perfevering  conduft.    He 
was  always  fought  by  the  fovereign,  always 
by  party,  yet  ever  too .  fipgular,  ever  too 
inflexible,  for  their  views,     Independant, 
perfevering,   and  minutely  applicable  in 
the  tranfadtions  of  the  fenate,  he  had  gene- 
rally the  mortification  to  find  his  opponents 
combated  by  conviction,  though  not  de- 
feated in  their  conduft.     His  critical  and 
Juft  declamation  was  often  intentionally  per- 
verted by  one  party,   and    traduced  by 
mifconception  and  uninformed  replication 
by  the  other.     On  each  fide  of  public  quef- 
tion,  when  judgement  and  integrity  go* 
verned  his  heart,   he  argued  with  equal 

warmth     - 
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warmth  of  reprehenfion.  He  had  abilities 
to  ftcer  the  precarious  helm  of  govern- . 
inent  in  the  mod  affailing  ftorms:  but 
flernly  fixt  in  his  principles,  he  could  ad- 
mit of  no  date  modification  or  political 
paliarive  :  he  wi(hed  to  carry  all  his  mea- 
fores  by  open  adb  of  genuine  integrity, 
without  degrading  the  dignity  of  his  mind 
by  acceding  to  ftratagem  or  party  device. 
Thus  alone,  unabetted,  he  rofe  up  on  the 
bafis  of  a  found  and  unfhaken  foundation 
of  a  political  fyftem,  to  face  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  and  the  corruption  of  the  ftate. 
He  would  rife  up  in  the  fase  of  public  ap- 
plaufe  on  the  vi&orics  of  Marlborough, 
and  condemn  the  fuccefsful  war  of  Queen 
Ann  as  ufelefs  to  Britilh  intereft,  and  too 
bloody  and*Ocncnfive  to  be  deemed  glorious. 
He  gave  our  generals  no  laurels  but  thofe 
won  by  the  fccurity  of  our  commerce,  and  for 
the  real  agrandizement  of  the  empire;  he 
allowed  no  honours  for  frefli-acquired  terri- 
tory, when  convinced  by  common  fenfe  that 
the  indigenous  refources  of  his  own  country 
were  obftinately  negle&ed*  Time,  and  even 
convi&ion,  could  not  make  him  recede  from 
Vol.  I.  C  hif 
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his  fixt  principle  of  political  right,  but,  like 
a  conteft  with  a  hydra,  -he  was  Continually 
lopping  off  one  head  of  the  moftfter,  while 
it  -was  by  another  as  often  replaced  :  thus 
finking  into  the  grave,  this  veteran  patriot 
tranfmittcd  the  fame  ardour  for  pyblic  glo- 
ry to  his  fon,  who  thus  encouraged,  and 
thus  panting^  for  fame,  through  the  road  of 
the  mod  affiduous  application  to  fenatorial 
knowledge,  and  the  fame  unlhaken  eleva- 
ted virtue  of  his  Sire,  found  at  laft  his 
patriotifm  ineffedhial,  and  the  only  true 
and  efficacious  means  of  ferving  his  country 
centered  in  more  private  and  more  humble 
duties;  in  a  domeftic  life,  in  the  education 
of  his  children,  converfc  of  hi$  friends,  and 
ufeful  influence  in  hi^  neighbourhood.    • 


THE 
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THE    FIRST    TIME   I    FELT   THE    EMOTIONS 
OF    FURE    LOVE, 


VV  HY  ftiould  I  forget  the  day  —  the 
hour  ?  /Tis  the  natural,  hiftory  of  mar. 
Tranfitory  fcenes  !  fcenes  pf  juvenal  inno- 
cence—  elyfium  Fcenes  of  rapture— •  they 
will  never  return  again — live  they  may,  in 
cold  remembrance  —  but  how  can  /■emem- 
.brance,.  contaminated  by  the  calamitous 
difafters  of  life — clogged,  incumbered  with 
tranfa&ions — furcharged  with  forrow— bufy 
cares— the  train  of  mortal  incidents— paint 
to  the  mind  the  pure  emotions  of  natural 
love,  after  the  lapfe  of  fo .  many  years. 
The  heart  no  longer  feels  the  delicate  vi- 
brations of  youthful  ecftafy ;  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  pad  will  fade  as  our  years  are 
.numbered.  Oft  have  I  felt  the  tong.ie 
refponfive  to  the  heart — oft  have  I  felt  the 
modulating  organ  obedient  to  every  foft- 
touch  of  the  foul,  pourtrayinj  the  critical 

C  2  moment?  A 
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moments  of  love — when  art— when  paffio- 
nate  defign  have  fallen  into  imbecility— 
but— time  and  place  alone  confpired — the 
time  i%  now  paft,  and  fituation,  alas !— no 
more. 

Xhe  ftern  duties  of  life  may  be  charm- 
ed by  friendly  converfe— the  female  heart 
is  more  fufceptible  of  commiferation  for 
the  weaknefs  of  our  fex  —  weaknefs  — 
call  it  not  weaknefs,  O  world  of  cynical  ob- 
fervance !  From  the  men,  the  facred  ties 
of  two  fond  lovers  muft  be  concealed — ri- 
gorous fentence !  —  we  muft  not  divulge 
to  the  friends  of  our  fex  the  effeminate 
fecrets  of  our  hearts.  We  can  have  no 
friend  to  participate  in  the  tender  pafion 
—  'Tis  adjudged  too  formidably  by  a 
male  tribunal — the  verdift — guilty  of  hu- 
man weaknefs.  By  the  rank  we  hold  in 
the  univerfe,  we  are  bound  to  envtfage 
this  impulfe  with  levity;  we  may  feel  it  as 
men,  but  we  muft  deride  at-  it  with  the 
fcorn  of  philofophers.  Yet,  neither  the 
boifterous  revelry  of  bacchanals  over  the 
flafk  of  the  purple  juice,  nor  the  morofe 

diipleafure 
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difpleafure  of  the  beard  and  flowing  robe 
can  annihilate  the  weaknefs. 

Bnitus  for  abfent  Portia  fighs, 
And  fterner  Caflius  melts  at  Junia's  eyes. 


It  was  on  a  holiday  in  Whitfuntide,  when 
a  fchool  boy,  I  returned  from  the  ftridt 
ftudies  under  a  vigilant  mafter  to  faunter  a 
month  at  our  delightful  country  manfion 
of  Boxley  Grove.  The  weftcrn  fun  was 
making  his  retreat  behind  the  hill,  which 
like  a  vaft  amphitheatre,  fcreened  our  fer- 
tile valley  from  the  noxious  blafts  of  north* 
caftcrn  winds,  when  I  retreated  from  my 
lather's  hofpitable  table;  leaving  him  feated 
in  his  crurile  chair  over  a  delegable  glafs 
of  claret,  and.in  as  delegable  a  debate  of 
politics  with  old  Dr.  Philpot,  our  neighbour- 
ing reftor. 

1  had  but  one  objeft  in  view ;  it  was  to 
fee  my  old  fofter  nurfe,  Mrs.  Underwood, 
the  w\f»  *f  fx  Kmmlh  veoman.  a  tenant  of 
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my  father's,  and  of  coeval  family  refidence 
with  the  Halcs's,  my  anceftors. 

Pride  of  perfonal  attra&ion  had  tempted 
my  mother  to  deprive  herfelf  of  that  endear- 
ing office,  the  nurfing  of  her  only  fon. — 
The  charm  of  fafhion  had  fuperfeded  the 
ftill  more  inviting  charm  of  nature,  and  it 
was  with  a  Anall  degree  of  reluftance  that 
Lady  Hales  prevailed  on  her  maternal  ten- 
dernefs  to  confign  me  over  .an  infant  to 
the  arms  of  a  nurfe,  a  woman  whofe  recom- 
mendation was  that  of  genuine  goodnefs* 
perfed  health,  and  perfeft  uninterefted  pe- 
cuniary compliance. 

She  had  loft  her  own  child  by  an  acci* 
dent ;  and  as  the  natural  attached  friend  of 
our  family,  (he  had  folicited  my  mother  to 
give  her  the  preference  of  receiving  me  to 
her  tendered  protection.  Sooner  than  be 
deprived  of  the  little  engaging  attention 
required  in  the  nurfery  of  an  infant  in  arms, 
(he  would  have  gladly  compromifcd  her 
ardent  hopes  for  the  child  of  the  moft  me- 
nial peafant  or  hind  that  was  engaged  in 
her  farm ;  but  {he  was  made  more  happy 
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with  one  of  fuperior  birth,  and  it  was  with 
raptures  Mrs  Underwood  engaged  to  libe- 
rate my  mother  from  the  duties  of  the  nur- 
lery. 

Dear  and  tender  woman  !— have  I  not 
beheld  the  flufli  of  fincere  affe&ion  from 
thine  eyes  when  my  feet  have  gone  over 
thy  threfhold  ?  Afliduous  fondnefs !  thou 
didft  cherifh  me  with  all  the  native  love  of 
a  parent — and  (hall!  not  devote  a  tribute 
of  genuine  gratefyl  memory  to  thy  kind- 
nefs  ? 

When  I  faw  the  low-roofed  maniion, 
the  mouldered  wall — the  hollow  tree  thick- 
ly coated  with  ivy  foliage,  near  the  gate 
of  the  farm  yard.  Oft  has  my  heart  pal- 
pitated with  keen  fenfibility  —  Delightful 
retrofpeft  of  my  infant  days,  which  thofe 
objefts  had  recalled  to   my  fancy ! 

I  had  fcarce  made  a  turn  to  enter  the 

lane,    which   led   in  a  dirett  line  to  the 

houfe,    when   my.  old    acquaintance   and 

playmate,   Samuel,    caught  fight  of   rtie. 
q  .  Under- 
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Underwood's  (on — a  year  younger  thai* 
myfelf— The  lad  fprang  like  a  deer  to. give 
me  welcome — The  joy,  the  great  fatisfa&ion 
in  his  looks  when  we  met,  how  forcibly 
did  they  prove  the  natural  eflufions  of  early- 
attachments  !  I  remember  his  fiift  faluta- 
tion.  ^ 

u  How  glad  will  my  mother  be  to  fee 
««  you — but  firft  let  us  go  up  to  yonder 
€i  field ;  there  we  fhall  find  my  fitter. — I 
"  have  been  to  the  houfe  for  fome  bread 
"  ' — tis  for  a  little  bird  which  we  found 
"  chirping  in  the  grafs;  my  fitter  will 
u  feed  it,  and  turn  it  loofe  again." 

I  gladly  accompanied  the  lad,  rejoiced 
to  fee  his  twin  fitter  Frances— 

We  reached  her  with  An  eager  pace,  but 
we  found  her  in  tears ;  at  the  fight  of  me 
(he  rofe  from  the  ground,-  wiped  her 
{beaming  eyes  with  her  apron,  and  with  a 
modeft  abafhed  countenance  came  forward 
to  meet  us. 

The  little  bird  we  faw  lying  by  the  fide 
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of  her  on  the  ground ;  whether  it  had  fal- 
len out  of  its  neft  and  had  received  (bme 
injury,  or  had  been  long  fbrfaken  by  the 
old  ones,  it  pined,  and  ihe  having  tried  to 
chafe  it  with  her  hands,  till  her  brother 
Samuel  returned,  was  grieved  to  find  it 
ftretch  itfelf  out  and  die  under  her  care. 

"  Poor  little  thing/'  (he  faid  to  her 
brother,  "  I  hope  I  did  not.  kill  it ;  I  wi(h 
"  we  could  have  found  its  neft,  to  have  re- 
*•  turned  it  to  the  old  ones.  Never  take 
"  little  birds  out  of  their  nefts,  Sammy— 
"  I  am  fure  it  is  a  great  fin. 

"  You  know  we  read  about  it  in  the 
"  pretty  book  which  Mifs  Sophy  Hales  gave 
"  us  when  (he  toft  called  at  our  houfe, 
"  when  we  had  the  curds  and  cream/ 
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"  Ihave  read  it  twice  over*  fays  Samuel, 
u  and  I  wifti  we  could  get  fame  more  of 
"  them." 

You  (hall  have  as  many  as  I  can  get 

you,    I  replied ;  you  (hall  have  all  the 

entertaining  books  which  I  left  at  home 

C  c  when 
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when  I  went  to  fchool;*but  let  us  goto., 
your  houfe,  and  we  will  talk  of  books  • 
as  we  go  along. 

Strong  was  the  impreflion  which  the 
Underwoods  on  that  very  day  had  made 
on  my  mind.  For  ever  blefi:  be  that  calm 
retirement  which  permits  me  to.  record  the 
pleafing  fcenes  of  time  paft.— 

As  I  approached  the  houfe,  I  faw  Mrs. 
Underwood  feated  on  a  bench  before  the 
door;  (he  was  eriiployed  on  fome  fewing 
work ;  a  little  boy  in  a  go-cart  by  her  fide, 
throwing  out  his  hands  to  fome  chickens 
picking  lip  crumbs  about  him,  and  which 
his  mother  had  invited  there  from  the  hen 
in  hei  coop  at  no  great  diftance,  for  his 
ari^errient. 

As  foon  as  fhc  caught  fight  of.  me,  (he 
immediately  flung  down  her  work  and  run 
to  clafp  me  in  her  arms. 

I  was  now  a  litde  king  in  the/arm  houfe; 
the  maid  was  ordered  to  prc£  xe  the  curds 
and  crtam,    This  excellent  creature  had 

no 
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no  other  mode  to  beftow  her  effufions  of 
gladnefs,  but  to  heap  on  me  every  pam- 
pering gratuity  which  fhe  poffibly  could 
devife ;  and  the  truth  was,  by  fome  predo- 
minant charming  prejudice,  my  youthful 
luxuries  were  more  heightened  at  old  Thorpe 
farm,  than  at  the  hofpitable  board  of  my 
father. 

*  At  one  time  (he  furveyed  my  ftature, 
and  then  the  features  of  my  face,  which  fhe 
in  raptures  pronounced  to  favour  Sir  Simon 
my  father;  and  by  whatever  natural  trope 
hertendernefs  might  be  divulged,  moft 
abundantly  did  it  manifeft  itfelf.    * 

Samuel  now  aiked  why  I  weiit  /b.  far 
from  home,  and  if  I  could  not  learn  my 
book  at  Maidftone,  as  well  as  at  Weftmin- 
fter  ? — "  It  is  to  make  hirr^  a,  great  man, 
4i  my  dear,"  replied  Airs.  Underwood, 
€*  that  Sir  Simon  fends  him  f9  far  ;n  "  And 
Cf  can  he  not  be  a  great  man  like  Sir  Simon  if 
4€  heffiaidathotne?" — "No,  child;  books 
"  make  great-mien,  and  they  learn  better 
4i  books,  and  fader  at  a  diftance  then  nearer 
C  6  "  at 
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"  at  home,  becaufe  boys  are  fpoilt  when 
'*  with  their  parents,  like  you/' 

*'  If  books  make  great  men,  I  wilh  yon 
c*  would  buy  me  fome,  mother.  You  know 
"  I  love  to  read ;  and  John  Clark,  my 
"  matter,  tells  me  I  learn  better  th*n  any 
"  boy  in  the  fchool" 

"  But  you  muft  have  money  as,  well  as 
"  books,  child;  great  learning  muft  alway* 
"  be  joined  to  great  eftates.  It  is  this  which 
"  makes  great  gentlemen.  People  fliould 
"  only  bring  up  their  childrea  to  what  they 
"  can  afford,  and  this  is  the  reafon  why 
"  your  father  will  not  fend  you  to  the  fame 
"  fchool  where  farmer  Drab  fends,  his  boya 
"  at  fixteen  pounds  a  year  each,  to  learn 
u  Latin  and  French,  ajodafterwards  to  learn 
"  to  fpend  the  little  money  they  would 
"  have  had  left  them,  and  to  look  down 
"  with  contempt  on  thejr  parents  who  had 
"  brought  them  up  too  well;  otherwife, 
"  my  dear  Samuel,  we  have  often  endea* 
"  voured  to  perfuade  your  father  to  fend 
"  you  out  with  farmer  Drab's  fons ;  but 
"  he  will  not  hear  a  fyllable  about  it ;  and 
^  "  indeed 
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"indeed,  for  my  part,  I  think  there  is 

"  great  truth  in  what  he  fays.    Though 

"  you  and  Fanny  are  always  reading,  I  do 

"  not  mean  to  difcouragp  it,  for  you  may 

"  be  employed  in  worfe  things;   but  if 

"  you  are  only  to  be  a  former  like  your 

"  father,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  reading, 

''  writing,  and  cafting  accounts,  will  not 

"  be  fufficient  to  make  your  land  profper, 

u  without  learning  Latin  and  French,  to 

"  fill  your  head  with  great  things  beyond 

u  your  reach;  as  for  Fanny,  (he  mull  be  my 

"  houfekeeper  when  fhe  grows  up,  and  you 

u  know,  nsiy  dear,  the  butcher's  and  grocer's 

"  bitisareapt  written  in  French  not  Italian." 

Fanny  was  all  attention ;  (he  qiade  no 
reply;  but  a$  foon  as  her  mother  had 
finifhed,  (he  polled  with  Samuel  to  the 
garden,  and  in  a  few  minutes  brought  in  a 
large  plate  of  raQ>bettie& 

We  all  fat  down  to  curds  and1  cream  and 
rafpbenies;  but  long  were  we  not  regaling 
ourfelves,  before  we  efpied  my  mother, 
Lady  Hales,  and  my  lifter  Sophy*  with 
the  maid,  coming  towards  old  Thorpe. 

4  rhe 


T  3*  ] 
The  pride  of  Lady  Hales  ^would  not  al- 
low her  to.be  feated.  "  I  fufpe&ed  my 
V  fon  Edward  was  fet  off  to  fee  you,  Mrs* 
"  Underwood;  the  boy  has  only  been 
"  with  us  a  day,  and  he  has  not  been  at 
"  his  eafe  all  the  while.  On  my  life.  I 
"  think  he  loves  his  old  nurfe  better  than 
u  his  mother."  ^        * 

The  word  old,  was  not  acceptable  to 
Mrs.  Underwood ;  (he  was  not  arrived  at 
her  fortieth  year ;  an  excellent  comely  face, 
in  the  prime  of  life,  deferved  not  the  ap- 
pellation. With  fomewhat  of  a  fenfible 
formality,  (he  had  lefolutlon  to  reply-— 
"  He  is  doubtlefs  very  partial  to  his  old 
"  friend,  my  Lady  Hales,  and  your  lady- 
"  (hip  niuft  very  naturally  believe  me  to 
"  be  equally  partial  to  his  vifits.  After 
u  your  ladyfhip's  claim  for  his  regard,  it  i* 
"  natural  for  me  to  *o vet  his  remembrahce/* 

'  "  Umph" — ejaculated  Lady  Hales! 

.  She  was  afraid  my  nurfe  was*ufurping 
fomewhat  of  her  own  privileges  of  mater- 
nal influence. 

Heavens ! 
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Heavens ! — why  fhould  tbe  tempted  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  my  mother  ? — pride 
-r-'tis  a  hard  tafk  for  high  birth  to  move  in 
the  precife  fphere  of  right  conduit— Per- 
haps fhe  might  have  furveyed  the  manners 
of  Mrs.  iJnderwood  with,  lefs  prejudice 
than  her  fon;  and  elevated  fituations  —  ah 
they  cannot  fubmit  to  much  flexibility; 
native  condefcenfion  can  only  arife  from 
tfce  undocumented  hearts. 

But,  alas ! .  my  mother  was  very  haughty 
with  my  nurfe;  the  preliminaries  of  our 
little  party,  fo  happily  commenced,  were 
now  broken  in  upon. 

We  could  not  relifti  the  curds,  the  rafp- 
bgnies  and  cream;  Samuel  and  his  filler 
Frances  were  frightened :  we  all  rofe  up. 

My  filler  Sophy  had  now  joined  the 

groupe ;  but.  a  ftern  look  from  my  mother 

made  her  retire ;  (he  and  Mrs.  Underwood 

had  fome  converfation  apart.    The  latter 

lowly  curtfied  —  Lady  Hales  received  the 

humble  condefcenfion  as  an  unqueftionable 

privilege.      "  Come,    children,    are  you 

„  ready 
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€t  ready  to  go  ?"  Sorrowful  commands,  mi- 
ferable  departure!  happinefs intercepted — I 
found  I  muft  obey  the  fummons ;  poor  Sa- 
muel, he  was  forry  to  leave  me,  and  Fran- 
ces, I  thought,  would  have  gladly  withheld 
my  taking  leave. 

I  followed,my  mother ;  but  the  firft  im- 
preffion  on  my  heart,  was  the  tender  feel- 
ings of  Fanny  Underwood  for  the  lofs  of 
the  little  bird.  Accordant  attorns  of  fym- 
pathy  drefled  up  her  image  to  my  fight, 
—her  form  as  (he  fat,  and  lamenting  the 
death  of  the  bird  when  I  firft"  caft  my  eyes 
upon  her,  was  now  prefented  before  me — I 
could  have  wept  on  the  remembrance. 

In  folitude  the  delicate  fenfibility  of  na- 
ture had  gufhed  from  her  eyes.  The  neat 
linen  drefs,  the  flowing  pale-coloured  ring- 
lets falling  on  her  neck  —  blond  her  com- 
plexion—the  large  blue  eye— the  cheek  of 
glowing  health  —  artlefs  looks  of  ineffable 
pity — Thus  I  beheld  her  at  night  in  the 
mirror  of  my  mind,  and  I  now  firft  began 
to  confider  that  Old  Thorpe  contained 
other  attractions  than  my  fofter  nurfe. 
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sir  simon's  lecture. 


HIS  CHARACTER  SKETCHED  FROM  ME- 
MORY —  THE  CIRCUMSTANTIAL  PART 
TRUE,  AS  TO  FACT,  BUT  METHODICAL, 
AND  PUT  TO  PAPSR  AT  A  CONSIDE- 
RABLE  DISTANCE    OF    TIME. 


1  HE  ladies  had  walked  out  while  Sir 
Simon  and  the  Re&or  were  feated  over  the 
botdc  But  they  were  now  hailed  into  the 
drawing  room ;  the  tea  was  waiting.  Me* 
thought  the  face  of  Do&or  Philpot  was 
tinged  wkh  my  father's  claret.  The  Baro- 
net entered  laughing,  in  perfect  good  hu- 
mour, with  the  fag-end  of  a  fentence, 
which  he  ftill  repeated. 

"  Sir  Robert  Walpole  never  talked  po- 
"  litics,  nor  religion,  Doftor,  over  his 
u  wine— Excellent  maxim,  ah — ah— ah-— 
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u  better  converfation  to  amufe  for  a  fubfti- 
"  tute." 

Philpot  replied,  "  that  an  argument  is 
u  more  often  carried  on  over  the  bottle  for 
*'  the  fake  of  oratorical  difplay,  or  the  eja- 
u  culation  of  animal  fpirits,  than  for  con- 
%i  vi&ion,  or  the  ftrift  inveftigation  of 
"  truth.  Did  you  ever  know  a  man  rife 
"  up.  convinced  on  either  of  fuch  ferious 
"  debates  ?" 

"  And,  therefore"  replied  my  father, 
laughing,  «  I  always  think  it  better  to 
"  fcandalize  the  fair  fex ." 

Lady  Hales  difcovered  marks  of  forma* 
lity,  and  gravely  replied  to  the  arch  look 
of  Sir  Simon  ;  «c  I  believe,  Sir,  the  ladies 
"  do  not  improve  in  charafter  and  fair 
"  repute  by  this  kind  of  malverfation  from 
u  the  men  t  were  it  not  more  to'your  credit 
"  to  heighten  our  yirtues  than  to  detract 
€€  from  them  ?  The  more  we  are  favoured 
€i  with  your  good  opinion,  the  more  defi- 
f c  rous  we  Ihould  be  to  merit  it." 
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"  And  therefore,  my  dear,  we  always 
"  toaft  you  in  a  bumper,? *  . .  •    > 

"  Sir  Simon,  Sir  Simon,  thus  h  is  you 
*'  are  always  heated  with  your  convivial 
"  cups.  Confider  the  rifing  generation; 
"  there  is  Edward  and  my  daughter  So- 
"  phy  in  your  prefence/' 

He  fmiled  at  my  mother's  gravity. 

-Rapiamus,  amici 


Occafionem  de  die : 

Dumque  virent  genua, 

Et  decet,  obdu&a  folvatur  fronte  fene&us. 

Do&or  Philpot  in  addition. 

Tu  vina  Torquato  move 
Confule  preffa  meo. 

"  Tell  your  mother  the  Englifh  of  it, 
"  Edward — give  the  Dodor  a  fpecimen  of 
"  oidWeftminfter."- 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  moment- 
While  we  are  young  let  xx%  be  gay  with  good 
manners—  ^et  ^ 
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Let  us  expel  thofe  cares  which  caufe  the  wrin- 
.  Ides  of  old  age*— 

"  Edward,  you  are  a  jolly  fellow — now 
u  tell  your  mother  what  the  dodor  fays.n 

Bring  me  wine  bottled  on  my  birth  day, 
Under  the  Confulfhip  of  Torquatus* 

Ah — ah — ah — my  father  was  delighted  ; 
Lady  Hales  drew  up  more  ereft  in  the  fo- 
pha ;  the  fervant  was  handing  round  the 
tea— "  Hand  us  a  glafs  of  old  claret,  Wil- 
"  liam— Let  us  have  another  bfcttle,  Doc* 
"  tor ;  this  tea — my  boy  will  be  emafcula- 
"  ted;  how  came  you  to  leave  us?  you 
"  are  now  lufty  enough  to  fit  at  the  table 
u  after  dinner;  man  enough,  man  enough; 
"  where  have  you  been,  Edward;  dan-- 
€C  gling  after  the  women  —  no  good  will 
"  come  of  following  your  mother  at  your 

"  age." 

"  He  has  been  to  fee  his  nurfe,  Dame 
"  Underwood/'  anfwered  my  mother  with 
her  ufual  gravity  whenever  my  father  looked 
^ay  and  convivial* 

A  milt 
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t€  A  milk-fop  yet,  Edward — I  (hall  have 
"  him  fpoilt,  Lady  Hales,  with  your  effemi- 
"  nate  principles  of  good  breeding.  Come 
"  hither,  Edward ;  you  now  know  Latin 
€t  enough  to  be  good  company.  Your  mo- 
€s  ther  {hall  bring  up  your  lifter  Sophy,  and 
"  I  will  have  the  training  of  you.  Do  you 
"  fee  the  glafs  moves  merrily  round  to- 
"  morrow;  I  will  make  a  man  of  him,  Lady 
€C  Hales— Boys  (hould  be  early  initiated." 

€€  Decorum,  decorum,  Sir  Simon/* 

€€  Nevpr  mind  her  ladyfliip,  Edward; 
€€  you  ate  my  boy ;  and  do  you  know,  if 
4€  ever  \  know  you  have  any  thing  to  fay, 
€€  but  formal  ceremony,  to  that  fribble  of 
€C  a  jackanapes,  young  Jekyll,  I  will  dif- 
€€  inherit  you/' 

The  fon  of  my  worthy  friend,  Lady 
Jekyll ;  the  mirror  of  good  breeding,  * 
pcrfedt  gentleman,  a  finifhed  youth,  not 
a  year  older  than  Edward,  Sir,  why  do  you 
except  to  his  company  ? 

"  Becaufe 
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"  Becaufe  he  is  only  fit  for  a  lady's  dref- 
"  fing  room,  the  prince  of  pomatums  and 
"  eflences ;  phogh  —  the  jeft  of  his  own 
"  fex,  and  the  derifion  of  yours." 

"  I  wifh  you  had  him  at  Weftminfter, 
"  Edward.-i— What  is  your  opinion  of  a 
"  man,  Doftor?" 

u  I  (hall  differ,  perhaps,  with  her  lady- 
"  (hip  ;  I  admire  the  mafculine  qualities  in 
"  our  fex;  I  would  have  .our  youth  equal 
"  to  every  gay  fally  of  enterprize,  but 
"  mafler  fufficient  of  their  prudence  to 
"  maintain  their  manners  unimpeached  by 
"  debauchery;  generous  enough  to  fupport 
u  the  privileges  of  chearful  fociety,  with- 
"  out  a  fenfual  degradation  of  their  fupe- 
"  rior  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune/* 

Lady  Hales  differed  from  the  Do&or; 
flic  thought  the  young  men  of  the  age 
found  more  attractions  in  the  bottle  than 
in  her  own  fex;  and  fhe  infilled  upon  it 
with  fomc  petulancy,  that  he  would  referve 
his  fentiments  for  his  more  private  lucubra- 
tions. 

'     Sir 
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Sir  Simon  had  dalhed  his  cooler  judge- 
ment with  a  full  fhare  of  libation ;  but  he, 
rallied  his  mental  faculties  to  reply  for  the* 
filenced  Dodor.  *  -    . 

■  "  The  chief  virtues  of  civil  focicty  arc 

"  derived  from  the  pleafures  of  the  bottle ; 

€C  but  excefs,  Lady  Hales,  we  confider  as 

«  their  antidote.      The  faculties  of  the 

"  foul  are  illumed  with  the  full  flowing 

"  glafs ;  ability  ripens,  and  generous  fen- 

"  timents  are  promoted.     Honour  is  the 

€€  guardian   of   that    do&rine    which .  in 

"  thofe  moments  flowed  from  our  hearts, 

"  and  we  never  fail-  to  ratify  our  finceiity 

"  when  we  remember  the  tranfports  we. 

"  have  experienced  in  our  facred  affem- 

"  blies." 

The  party  now  obferved  the  toach  of 
Lady  Jekyll-curvating  round  the  oval  be- 
fore the  houfe. 

When  the  door  opened,  this  lady,  with 
her  fon  and  daughter,  made  their  appear- 
ance.    What  pleafure  in  my  mother's  eye 

when  they,  were  announced  ! — She  arofe ; 

they 
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they  accofted  each  other  in  mutual  faluta- 
tion ;  to  Sir  Simon  the  curtfey  was  mutila- 
ted to  the  Doftor  no  notice;  he  was  on  Jhis 
legs,  and,  fenfible  of  the  common  duties  of 
fociety,  flattered  himfelf  with  her  ladyfhip's 
cheerful  recognition;  but  (he  was  feated 
without  this  pleating  preliminary. 

Matter  Jekyll  made  his  formal  bow  to 
the  company,  and  meeting  my  father's  eye, 
the  Baronet  conferred  upon  him  as  formal 
a  falutation.  The  boy  had  the  appearance 
of  a  frippery  foreigner  fome  twenty  years 
back.  He  was  dreffed  as  a  man  of  the 
world;  hair  in  the  height  of  the  then 
mode ;  a  fmall  bamboo  cane,  with  gold 
tafiels,  in  his  hand ;  immenfe  portion  of 
neckcloth,  fringed  with  rich  edging,  pro- 
truding confiderably  beyond  the  verge  of 
his  fmooth  and  beardlefs  chin.  A  coat 
.with  party-coloured  ftripes,  the  pattern 
chofen  with  much  fancy;  the  waiftcoat 
pink  fatin  ground,  covered  with  a  gauze 
net;    the  breeches,    black   fattin;    great 

*  A  liberty  is  here  taken  in  point  of  anachroaifra. 
HU  drefc  fuite  the  pxefent  mode. 

ftone 
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ftone  knee  buckles;   white  (ilk  (lockings 
with  clocks  to  the  calves  of  his  legs;  picked 
fhoes  juft  covering  the  toes,  and  an  im- 
menfe  pair  of  maffy  buckles,  which  deco* 
rated  almoft  the  whole  of  his  foot.    Young 
Jekyll  was  in  his  eighteenth  year ;  a  pale, 
fickly,  effeminate  face,  with  traits,  regular, 
contracted,  pretty,  and  of  equal  -fitnefs  to 
the  neceflary  pretenfions  for  female  attrac- 
tions.   I  was  entering  my  feventeenth  yea:* 
My  features  full  and  manlike;    flout /m 
ftru&ure ;  hair  rather  fhort,  in  my  neck, 
and  as  ftraight  as  jiature  pleafed  to  fancy 
it.    My  drefs,    a  damfort-coloured  coat, 
ftriped   waiftcoat,    and    fuflian    breeches, 
thread  (lockings,  and  a  pair  of  ftrong  fhoes. 

It  was  an  awkward  kind  of  fuperiority 
which  young  Jekyll  ^aflumed  over  me; 
but  my  fubmiffioh  was  tinctured  with  un- 
rJefcribable  difgufl— our  manners  diffimi- 
lar;  there  could  not  therefore  be  much 
harmony  in  our  acquaintance,  which  this 
vifit  was  defigned  to  bring  about. 

Mifs  Jekyll,  the  epitome  of  her  mother 

*-the  fprig  of  beau   monde; .  fomewhat 

Vol.  I.  D  cld~ 
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elder  than  her  brother — Ihe  aflumed  a  great- 
er (hare  of  confidence  in  her  manners — her 
countenance  pleafing,  and  not  wanting  of 
beauty,  but. totally  removed  from  native 
grace.    After  (he  had  furveyed  widi  una- 
baflied  glances  my  unformed  exterior,  the 
while  my  looks  were  deprefled  on  the  car- 
pet, Ihe  turned  them  afide  to  her  mother, 
who  had  now  entered  into  a  very  elaborate 
differtation  on  tafte  with  an  univerfal  cri- 
tique on  her  acquaintance.     One  was  ac- 
cufed  of  vulgar  notions— -this  of  fervile 
imitation    in^    equipage,    furniture,    and 
drefs— another  of.  equivocal  reputation  — 
deformities  heightened,   diffipation  magni- 
fied— amplification  of  misfortunes — failing 
commiferation  on  the  unforefecn  calamitous 
events  of  others.    Such  a  hufband  was  dis- 
covered in  appearances  of  infidelity — fuch 
a  wife  on  the  verge  of  crimination — mar- 
riages  circumvented — approved  of —  bro- 
ken  off— nearly  confummated — well  or  ill 
aflbrted — and  in  effed:  the  detailed  catalogue 
of  the  town  circle.     It  was  her  firft  vifit  in 
the    feafon   fince   (he  had   left  her   town 
houfe  ;  doubdefs,  therefore,  muft  diis  com- 
munication 
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munication  have  been  to  Lady  Hales  greatly 
acceptable. 

Sir  Sifldon  had  hitched  his  chair  to  Doftor 
Philpot's.  He  had  fome  time  attended  to 
the  ladies ;  but  the  converfation  had  been 
incongenial  to  his  fentiments,  either  from  the 
private  tone  of  Lady  Jekyll's  voice,  which 
feemed  to  indicate  an  exclufion  of  gene- 
ral interference,  or  a  public  communication 
of  characters,  which  he  ever  reprobated.-~ 
A  frefti  topic  with  the  Dodor  he  therefore 
commenced. 

Young  Jekyll  now  rofe,  changed  his 
feat,  begged  to  have  the  .honour  of  pour- 
ing the  coffee  out  while  Lady  Hales  was 
making  the  tea. 

The  Jekylls  were  more  fafliionable  than 
the  Halefes— they  did  not  fit  down  till  near 
fix  to  their  dinner ;  and  they  wondered  \vc 
had  retired  from  the  table  before  eight— 
thus  we  had  a  recommencement  of  tea 
equipage. 

'Da  Lady 


C    5*    1 

Lady  Hales,  Vis  true,  had  efpecial  rea- 
fons  for  an  early  fummons  to  the  drawing 
room.  Sir  Simon  called  often  for  the  glafs 
of  hilarity  over  the  viands,  and  her  Lady- 
ftiip  by  long  habit  knew  to  a  fingle  replen- 
iih  the  proper  fufficit  for  the  Baronet.  When 
then  the  bell  rang  for  a  frefti  bottle,  after 
the  ladies  retired,  it  always  ferved  for  an 
indication  of  a  more  fpeedy  preparation 
for  tea. 

But  on  this  afternoon  1  had  profited  of  a 
long  ftory  of  the  Doftor's,  to  fteal  away 
for  my  nurfe  Underwood's. — Twas  certain 
namelefs  apprehenfions  of  my  mother  which 
made  her  follow  me.  It  was  her  abfence 
.which  had  now  caufed  a  briiker  circulation 
of  the  claret ;  and  though  (he  actually  ex- 
pe&ed  this  viiit  of  the  Jekylls,  flic  was 
rcfolvcd  to  fummon  the  Baronet  and  his 
friend  to  the  drawing  room  immediately  on 
her  return. 

The  faim  of  Cldthorpe  was  at  the  other 
end  of  our  Ih rubbery,  and  which  had  been 
cxpaflly  planted  to  conceal  the  venerable 
vd£z  enus  from  the. more   elegant  pollia 

or 
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of  our  lawn.      It  flood,   therefore,   only 
>  at  a  reafonable  diftance  for  a  walk  after 

dinner,  and  which  her  Ladyfhip  could 
attain  to  without  a  rife  of  incommoding 
her  attire,  when  the  weather  was  ferene,  as 
at  this  fine  feafon  of  the  year. 

As  he  poured  out  the  coffee,  while  the 
converfation  continued  felf-appropriated  be- 
tween my  mother  and  Lady  Jekyll,  he 
introduced  a  converfation  to  my  lifted  Sophy. 

* 
The  young  gentleman  difcourfed  with 

amazing  facility  of  Opera  dancers ;  cele- 
brated fingers;  the  divine  Mara; — had  (he 
been  at  the  Hanover- fquare  concerts  ? — did 
lhe  (ubfcribe  ? — the  mafquerades  were  not 
this  feafon  well  attended — would  flie  not  be 
1         in  town  next  winter?— there  could  be  no 
pleafure  in   looking    at  green   fields  and 
rifing  corn,  which  could  be  full  as  well  re- 
:         prefented  in  fcenery  on  the  ftage ;  and,  for 
I         his  part,  he  was  always  fatigued  with  the 
vulgar  famenefs  of  Kentilh  country  amufe- 
ments  long  before  the  return  of  families  to 
their  town  rcfidenccs. 

D  2  Frequent 
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Frequent  blufhes  of  native  pudor  arofe- " 
in  the  charming  face  of  my  ever-loved  Af- 
ter, But  how  acceptable  this  accompliihed 
and  flexible  addrefs  of  the  promifing  young 
beau  to  the  occafional  alkance  looks  of  the 
mother! — to  fee  him  ufurp  fuch  a  ton  of 
good  breeding — what  an  afcendancy  over 
the  ruftic  behaviour  of  the  Baronet's  eldeft 
fon ! — and  her  daughter,  Mifs  Letitia;  flic 
had  higher  accomplifhments  to  render  her 
amiable  in  the  opinions  of  fociety,  by  the 
occafional  interruptions  on  her  fide  in  the 
converfation  of  her  mother  with  frequent 
"items  to  help  her  recollection. 

Sir  Simon  and  the  Do&or  in  total  ex- 
clufion;  but  they  were  equally  delighted 
with  their  own  private  difcourfe,  which  by 
a  mutual  ftrong  cadence,  at  intervals  inter- 
rupted Lady  Jekyll  in  her  communications, 
and  which  threatened  to  difcomfit  the  con- 
tinuation of  her  incidents;  for  (he  was 
obliged  more  than  once  to  turn  her  head 
in  teftimony  of  my  father's  want  of  filent 
condefcention  ;  but  regardlefs  of  her  ami- 
cable parley,  chearful  tattle,  delightful 
narrative  of  all  her  town  and  country  ac- 
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quaintance,  he  increafed  in  tone  and  afler- 
tions  with  his  friend  the  Reftor  of  •***•, 
"  I  am  for  flogging,  abfolute  found  flog- 
"  g,ngj  Dr.  Philpot;  I  fay  it  again,  I 
hope  Edward  has  had  it  foundly." 


ft 


Doftor  Philpot  condemned  the  pra&icc 
of  punifhment  with  the  rod  —  the  ladies 
looked  attentive  for  his  opinion ;  but  he 
was  only  inclined  to  afiert  the  impropriety 
without  entering  into  the  inveftigation* 

My  father  now  aflumed  the  privilege 
of  fupporting  his  rcafons;  but  the  ladies 
were  difpo&d  to  rife. 

This  was  always  the  plan  of  my  mother 
when  (he  obferved  my  father  in  foil  career 
of  carrying  his  point  by  force  of  found 
argument. 

u  Tell  me,  Do&or,  what  is  your  opinion 
u  of  the  beft  mode  of  conveying  know- 
"  ledge :— gentlenefs  or  feverity  ?" 

u  Much  depends  on  the  temper,  capa- 

"  city,  inclination;  fome  boys  ate  induced 

n  .  "to 
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"  to  knowledge  by  bribes ;  others  by  pu- 
"  niftiment ;  there  is  a  fevcrity  which  can 
"  be  exercifed  inftead  of  this  barbarous 
"  cuftom,  pennance,  prohibition  of  juve- 
"  nile  delights,  interdiction  of  thofe  privi- 
"  leges  of  amufement  which  are  refer ved 
«'  for  the  expert- and  diligent," 

*"  All  other  kinds  of  puniQiment  are  nu- 
"  gatory,  Dodlor ;  I  will  give  you  my 
"  reafons." 

"  1  here  is  an  agility  and  perpetual  a&i- 
"  vity  in  youth,  which  nature  has  .wifely 
"  intended  for  the  growth  and  expanfion 
"  of  their  bodies ;  this  perpetual  motion 
41  is  always  in  countera&ion  with  the  ex- 
"  panfion  of  their  minds.  A  moderate 
"  (hare  of  fedentary  reflection  is  required 
"  to  impart  knowledge  to  them;  fooner 
"  will  they  toil  and  exhauft.  their  little 
u  fpirits  in  fports  of  exercife,  than  beftow 
"  a  fingle  minute  on  thought.  Thus  this 
"  noble  part  of  the  foul  becomes  more 
"  generally  diffufed  through  the  fyflem; 
"  and  unlefs  the  head,  which  is  the  recep- 
"  tacle,  the  grand  momentum  of  human 

€€  excellence 
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"  excellence,   be  reftored  to  its  full  and 

"  ample  fun&ions,  there  will  be  no  chance 

"  of  impreffing   them   with  knowledge. 

"  Whether  phyfical   or  not  this  obferva- 

"  tion,  I  do  aver  that  a  few  fmart  jirks  cf 

cc  the  birch  will  drive  up  the  latent  prin- 

u  ciples  of  knowledge  to  this  more  noble 

"  part.*    I  know  of  no  inftance  where  the 

"  adoption  of  flich  a  methodical  applica- 

"  tion  has  ever  failed  of  its  defired  effeft. 

"  In  vain  may  our  learned  phyficians  cavil 

"  on  the  material  or  immaterial  properties 

"  of  the  human  foul  :  experience  proves, 

"  without  a  (hadow  of  doubt,  how  inti- 

"  mately  it  is  allied  to  corporeal  attorns. 

"  The  inftance   before  us  is  irrefutable. 

"  Twig  up  your  boys,  the  diffipated  ef- 

"  fence  of  the  foul  mounts  up  into  the 

"  brain,  and  a  Lycufgus,  a  Solon,  a  Plato 

"  is  ingendered. 

"  But  I  am  ftill  farther  induced,  for 
u  manifold  reafons,  ftrongly  to  inculcate  a 
"  maxim  of  conftant  and  regular  adoption 
"  of  the  rod,  whether  the  youth  be  or  be 
"  not  in  the  habit  of  thought  or  mental  ap- 
plication," 

D  S  ^c 
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The  Re&or  nodded  a  look  of  approba- 
tion. I  thought  Sir  Simon's  argument  had 
made  him  a  profelyte.  -It  governed  my 
fixt  attention,  and  my  alarms  arofe  in  pro- 
portion to  the  correfpondent  affent  of  Doc- 
tor Phiipot. 

To  be  flogged  without  defert !— what  a 
principle  of  difcipline  to  infufe  in  our  fe- 
minaries !    My  fldh  quivered  on*my  bones. 

Do&or  Phiipot  wiftied  my  father  would 
continue  his  argument  on  the  regular  adop- 
tion of  the  punifhment  on  the  deferving  as 
well  as  undeferving. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  more  brifk 
u  circulation  of  the  mental  faculty,"  an- 
fwered  Sir  Simon,  "  might  be  procured 
u  for  fchool  exercifes  of  the  enfuing  week, 
(i  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  plan  : 
"  On  every  Saturday  night,  after  the 
u  boys  have  been  wafhed,  and  their  hairs 
"  combed,  a  general  difcipline  fhould  go 
"  round ;  good  and  bad,  the  diligent  and 
"  flothfal,  the  dull  and  the  brilliant;  with 
"  this  referve,  die  matter  fhould  difcri- 

"  minatc 
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"  minatc  between  the  attive  and  the  inao 
"  tiVe;  boys  of  the  former  defcription 
"  fhould  have  it  more  feverely  than  the . 
i€  latter.  Nature  has  wifely  given  a  prin- 
"  ciple  of  alertnefs  to  youth  for  the  prefer- 
"  vation  of  their  health,  and  for  the  expan- 
t§  Son  of  their  growth; — the  rod  will  prove 
"  a  fuccedaneum  to  this  propenfity,  and 
u  a  circulation  of  the  fluids  be  kept  up ; 
"  confiderable  trouble  in  point  of  repre- 
"  henfion,  and  trials  of  patience  in  the 
"  mailer,  would  alfo,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
"  weekly  fchool  avocations,  be  ultimately 
"  iaved." 

Sir  Simon  looked  in  earned,  and  growled 
very  loudly  a  full  cbnvi&ion  of  this  necef* 
iary  difcipline. 

Young  Jekyll  caft  his  eyes  on  the  ground, 
and  difcovered,  very  fignificantly,  a  rifing 
tenor  in  his  breaft. 

Dr.  Philpot  aflerted  that  the  Spartans 
annually  had  their  youth  fummoned  to  the 
temple  of  Diana,  where  they  underwent 
this  difcipline. 

D  6  My 
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My  father  cried,  out,  "  Oh  it  was  a  moft 
"  excellent  precaution  of  legislative  wif- 
"  dom ;  it  alfo  engendered  heroes  witli 
"  great  ftatefmen ;  it  made  them  hardy, 
€t  and  proof  againft  the  irifli&ion  of  cor- 
"  poral  punifhment;  it  ferved  as  an  expul- 
u  fion  of  effeminacy.  Think  of  the  Spar- 
"  tans  I  what  orators,  what  politicians, 
€€  ftatefmen,  lawgivers,  heroes  !  All  the 
"  nation  was  compofed  of  great  men  and 
€€  philofophers  ;  there  was  no  fine  gentle- 
"  men  among  them.  [Young  Jekyll  lifted 
€€  up  his  head]  The  rod,  the  rod — they 
u  were  all  great,  good,  and  fine  fellows.*' 

"  Sir,  you  will  excufe  me,w  turning  to 
young  Jekyll,  %€  if  I  afk  you  whether  you 
"  ever  underwent  this  mode  of  difcipline  ?" 

u  Me,  Sir !"  the  young  man  anfwered  in 
a  tremulous  tone,  with  a  face  as  high  colour- 
ed as  the  great  foliage  on  our  flaming  car- 
pet ;— "  I  have  a  private  tutor,  Sir  Simon." 

"  And  does  he  never  flog  you  ?" 

"  My  Mama  would  not  fuffer  him,  Sir.* 

I'  Pray 
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€t  Pray  you  do  not  mind  her,  Mr.  Je- 
"  kyll,  and  contrive  to  have  it  laid  on 
"  pretty  fmartly  without  her  permiffion. —  - 
€€  [My  father  was  uncommonly  grave]— 
"  On  my  life  you  will  derive  the  greateft 
"  poffible  advantage ;  it  will  make  you  a 
"  fit  companion  for  honeft  Edward— for 
"  the  firft  man  of  faihion  in  the  univerfe. 
"  You  will  learn  better  breeding  and 
"  more  true  politenefs  by  one  found  flog- 
"  ging>  d&a  by  all  the  private  tutors  which 
"  the  indulgence  of  Lady  Jekyll  can  be- 
"  ftow  on  your  education." 

The  fervant  at  the  clofe  of  this  period 
brought  in  a  large  fyllabub  with  glaffes, 
and  the  ladies  re-entered  the  room. 

Lady  Jekyll,  calling  a  look  upon  her 
fon,  obferved  an  extraordinary  difcom- 
pofure  in  his  manner.  "  Has  any  thing 
"  happened,  my  dear,  in  my  abfence  ?" 

The  young  man  replied  with  fome  he- 

fitation  in  the  negative,  and  his  blufties 

again  mounted  up  in  his  face. 

Sir 
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Sir  Simon,  to  liberate  the  youth  from 
his  embarraflment,  and  to  fatisfy  the  appa- 
rent anxiety  of  the  Lady,  obferved  that 
he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  difcourfe  on  the 
great  efficacy  of  public  educations. 

Very  little  amplification  is  required  to 
difcover  the  contrariety  of  fentiments  fub- 
fifting  between  this  lady  and  my  father. 

In  no  refpeft  wanting  of  every  polite 
attention  to  his  acquaintance,  it  would  be 
natural  to  expert  fhe  would  have  made 
him  a  return  of  good  breeding ;  but  whe- 
ther fhe  had  translated  the  Baronet's  cate- 
chifm  refpe&ing  her  fon  into  fatire,  or 
whether  fhe  had  penetration  to  conceive 
that  he  harboured  no  great  fhare  of  refpeft 
for  her  own  perfon,  as  well  as  her  family, 
darting  a  look  of  afperity  at  him,  replied 
that  fhe  held  a  public  education  in  the 
greateft  abhorrence. 

He,  with  the  moft  placid  countenance, 
requefted  fhe  would  do  him  the  honour  to 
give  her  reafons. 

*  Becauf* 
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u  Becaufe,  Sir  Simon,  I  was  once  ad- 

"  vifed  to  fend  my  fon  Billy  to  Weftmin- 

"  fler;  I  relu&andy  yielded  to  the  fupe- 

"  nor  wifdom  of  your   fex,    and  foon 

H  found  my  fupplenefs  confirmed  into  ab- 

"  folute  folly.      Poor  Billy,   he  was  not 

"  itw&b  for  fuch  a  gang  of  young  favages* 

"  They  have  too  many  rough  frolics  for  a 

"  lad  of  his  delicate  conftitution.  '  He 

"  was  almoft  killed  on  the  firft  day  he 

"  went  aiftongft  them ;  and  thanks  to  the 

w  Almighty  for  giving  himprefence  of  mind 

"  (to  fpeak  the  truth  he  was  always  a  (harp 

"  youth)  he  certainly  would  have  been 

"  made  a  martyr  to  their  boori(h  tricks." 

Sir  Simon  again  politely  requefted  fhe 
would  favour  him  with  a  recital  of  the 
young  gentleman's  misfortune. 

u  Why    Sir  Simon/5   fhe    continued, 

u  I  have  a  pleafure  to  relate  it,  becaufe  my 

"  fon  Billy  fhewed  them  as  good  a  joke  as 

u  they  put  upon  him*    We  were  told  it 

"  was  neceffary  he  fhould  have  His  hair 

"  cut  off  before  he  went ;  but  he  was  a 

"  finart  child,  and  infifted  on  wearing  it 

queued 
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"  queued  and  drefled  as  you  now  fee  it 
"  is  : — it  is  right  to  bring  up  children  with 
"  early  manlike  fentiments,  you  know. 
"  Then,  as  I  was  faying,  he  would  have 
"  his  hair  dreffed.  Balthazar,  my  poor 
"  dead  Sir  Walter's  old  valet,  attended  on 
€€  him  to  fchbol ;  when  juft  as  they  entered 
"  Dean's  yard,  a  croud  of  boys  gathered 
"  round  them.  Who  do  you  want,  fays 
"  jone  ?  —a  frefh  man,  fays  another — twig 
"  him,  fays  a  third — I  will  (hew  you  the 
€€  mailer's  apartments,  fays  a  fourth — as 
"  they  were  walking  along,  <and  Billy  ta- 
"  king  hold  of  Balthazar's  arm,  a  young 
u  dog  came  behind  my  fon  and  whipped 
"  off  his  tail  with  a  pair  of  fciffars,  and 
"  holding  it  up  in  his  hand,  ran  away  with 
"  it,  and  crying  out  here  it  is.  Old  trufty 
u  Balthazar  being  incenfed  at  the  infult 
"  (hewn  his  young  mailer,  fet  off  after 
*f  him;  Billy  Handing  by  himfelf,  was 
"  foon  joined  by  another  youngfter,  who 
"  advifed  him,  as  a  friend,  to  follow  him, 
t€  and  he  would  take  him  to  the  mailer's 
"  door,  otherwife  the  .boys  might  perhaps 
4€  fet  upon  him  and  play  him  another  trick, 
«  as  was  ufually  the  cafe  with  every  frelh 
^  boy 
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u  boy  on  his  coming  there.  Billy  made 
"  no  fcruple  to  take  his  advice,  and  fol-. 
"  lowed  him.  After  walking  him  a  turn 
"  or  two  backwards  and  forwards  in  the 
"  cloifters  to  get  a  pofly  of  boys  about 
"  him,  he  prefently  found  himfelf  jollied 
"  and  carried  away  to  a  pump ;  when  a 
"  great  boy,  feizing  him  by  the  collar, 
"  tugged  him  with  main  force  to  the 
"  mouth  of  it,  and  another  pumping  upon 
"  his  head,  he  was  held  there  till  he  was 
"  half  drowned,  and  the  dogs  crying  out 
"  to  him,  furnifh  the  infide,  and  not  the 
"  outfide,  of  your  Ikull." 

Edward  at  this  moment  laughing  aloud, 
and  crying  out  he  had  heard  of  it — he  had 
heard  of  it. 

"  Oh  truly  fine  fport,    Sir — fine  fport, 

"  Sir — replied  her  Ladyfhip ;  but  they  had 

"  almoft  killed  him  though ;  he  was  gafp- 

"  ing  for  life ;  but  Billy— the  Lord  blefs 

"  him — finding    the   great  boy's  thumb 

"  clofe  to  his  mouth  as  he  held  his  head, 

"  gave  him  fuch  a  bite  as  almoft  made 

"  his  teeth  meet.    The  rough  bear  roared 

like 
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"  like  a  bull,  and  as  GocKs  mercy  would 
"  have  it,  let  him  go.  Billy  that  inftant 
u  fnatched  up  a  mop  which  was  clofe  to 
"  the  pump,  and  laid  about  him  moft 
"  roundly,  I  aflure  you,  and  away  he  fet 
€€  off  for  home,  towards  Pall  Mall,  up 
€€  the  park  as  hard  as  he  could  (camper, 
"  Poor  dear  fellow,  I  happened  to  be  at 
€€  home,  and  I  aflure  you  I  was  a  long 
€€  while  before  I  knew  my  own  fon,  he 
t€  was  in  fuch  a  pickle. — Oh,  Sir  Simon  ! 
**  «—  public  fchools  !  —  Heaven's  defenc 
u  me  from  all  public  fchools— it  went  hare 
<c  with  my  poor  fon's  life— I  would  as  fooi 
"  fend  him  to  the  lighters  on  the  rive 
"  Thames." 


TR 
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THE  PLEASURES"-©*.  THE  LITTLE  PARTY 
AGAIN  INTERCEPTED;  WITH  AN  ANEC- 
DOTE OF  THE  ROSE-TREE  G&OVE. 

L/N  the  unfiling  morning,  I  found  my 
heart  agitated  with  an  anxious,  care,  un- 
ufual  and  novel  in  its  nature ;  it  whifpered 
unhappinefs — an  impulfe  I  had  never  be- 
fore experienced — there  was  a  hurry  on 
my  fenfes  that  rendered  my  moments  weari- 
feme — the  emotion  was  fimiljir  to  the  lofs 
of  a  favourite  obje6t  of  fome  poffeffion 
yhich  the  heart  was  panting  after,  Tis 
true,  my  thoughts  were  unchangeably  fixt 
on  an  object ;  but  why  that  objedt  ftiould 
be  productive  of  all  this  perturbation, 
exceeded  my  juvenile  cornprehenfion  — 
why  that  ineffable  form  of  innocence,  fweet- 
nefs,  pathetic  fcnfibility  —why  the  daugh- 
ter of  Farmer  Underwood  fliould  have 
caufed  this  tumult  in  my  bofom,  feemed 
an  abfolute   myftery  which  I  could  not 

unravel. 

I  hurried 
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I  hurried  to  my  fitter  Sophy's  apartment, 
and  while  (he  was  perilling'  a  book  which 
had  been  put  into  her  hand  by  her  gover- 
nefs,  I  occafionally  interrupted  her  by  fre- 
quent repetitions  of  my  vexation  in  being 
difappointed  in  my  curds  and  cream  at  Old 
thorpe,  , 

<l  Let  us  have  fome  there  together,  So- 
"  phy— we  will  deal  out  together  in  th< 
"  afternoon,  and  no  one  (hall  fee  us." 

cc  But  you  may  have  them  at  home  i 
€<  you  pleafe,  Edward— are  they  not  z 
good  as  at  farmer  Underwood's  V* 


i€ 


I  had  promifed  fome  book*,  I  replie< 
to  Sam  and  Frances,  and  I  meant  to  car 

them  myfelf "  Shall  we  then  both  ^ 

"  there  in  the  afternoon  ?— fureiy, we  m; 
«  — why  ftiould  my  mother  objedt  to  it 

Sophy  pflomifed  to  accompany  me. 

I  remember  on  that  afternoon  Sir  Sim* 
and  Lady  Hales  had  an  unufual  long  p, 
ley  together  on  fome  alterations  that   i 

li 
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had  propofed  in  our  ancient  family  manfion* 
The  plan  was  chiefly  arranged  by  her  Lady- 
fhip,  and  which  (he  had  long  contempla- 
ted, oftentimes  propofed,  and  as  often- 
times been  oppofed  by  the  inflexible  argu- 
ments of  my  father,  who  from  a  Angular  . 
veneration  to  Gothic  arts  and  fciences,  would 
not  fuffer  a  brick  to  be  difplaced  in  the 
fabric.  Of  this  negociation,  and  my  mo- 
ther's jafte  for  modern  archite&ure,  I  have 
already  difcufled — To  the  parley,  then,  fb 
favourable  to  my  fifth's  and  my  wifhes. 

In  the  heat  of  propofition  on  one  fide, 
obje&ion  and  argument  on  the  other;  ele- 
gant defign  and  improvement  urged  by 
her  Ladylhip— comfort,  convenience,  and 
(economy  oppofed  by  Sir  Simon  ; — we  both 
took  advantage  of  the  debate,  and  gained 
the  lawn.  We  had  made  but  few  paces 
towards  the  rofe-tree  grove,  when  to  our 
joyous  hearts  we  beheld  Fanny  and  Sam- 
muel  approaching  towards  us.  Fanny 
held  in  her  hand  a  bafket  of  rafpberries — 
it  was  a  prefent  from  Mrs.  Underwood  to 
roc;  Samuel  carried  another,  of  his  own 
gathering,  for  Sophy.     We  had  been  dif- 

appointed 


[    70    ] 

appointed  in  our  regale  on  the  yeftei 
afternoon,  and  the  affe&ion  of  my  n 
made  her  refolve  on  this  mode  of  mal 
us  amends. 

The  firft  plan  we  devifed  on  our  m 
ing,  was  to  afcend  the  mount  to  the  teu 
fituated  in  a  clump  of  varied  pines, 
and  thick-branching  fhrubs;  there  we  i 
to  rendezvous  and  fpread  our  collation 
took  the  baiket  from  Fanny,  and  pa 
off  before  the  other  couple. 

For  the  firft  time  in  my  life  I  now  fc 
that  I  loft  the  command  of  expreffic 
what  fupreme  delight  in  the  prefenc 
this  prinypfe  maid  !  —  but  I  had  no  w 
to  give  my  feelings  utterance.  —  Fa 
equally  filent,  walked  by  my  fide  witl 
abafhed  look  on  the  ground,  appan 
confeious  of  the  novelty  of  a  fituatio 
which  I  have  fince  thought  a  ruixtur 
fympathy  might  have  entered. 

When  we  entered  the  temple,  each  i 
a  feat,  and  we  prepared  for  the  banc 
Our  old  coachman,  Gregory,  luad  beej 

Roch 
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Rochefter  in  the  mornisg,  and  fulfilled 
my  commiffion  for  books.  I  now  pulled 
out  of  my  pocket  the  Young  Man's  Guide, 
and  an  Engltfh  translation  of  Marmontel's 
moral  tales.  The  former  was  for  Samuel, 
the  latter  for  his  lifter  Fanny. 

There  was  a  tender  tale,  which  I  read 
to  hen 

She  wept  bitterly — it  was  indeed  the 
native  tear  of  fenfibility — divine  impulfe, 
which  made  me  approach  this  lovely  cot- 
tage child !  I  folded  her  in  my  arms,  I 
wiped  it  from  her  cfreeks.-r-Genius  of  ten- 
der-hefted nature,  thou  didft  flutter  round 
me !— vibrating  fenfibility  had  tgpehed  the 
delicate  cord,  and  my  heart  received  at  that 
moment  the  unifon  of  unfpotted  affection. 

Sophy  caught  the  feel  of  fentiment,  and 
Samuel's  eyes  were  caft  upon  my  fifter. 

Had  the  tutelar  deity  of  the  fane- Apollo 

himfelf  revealed  in  a  blaze  of  light  this 

all  hallowed  a&ion  of  childhood,  my  foul 

could  have  felt  no  compun&ion  —  what 

^  power 
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power  on  earth  could  have  abaflied  i 
nocence  ?  The  lovely  Fanny  reclin 
cheek  on  mine,  and  bade  me  cea 
tale,  which  caufed  the  dreaming  ej 

throbbing  heart the  book  fell  frc 

hand,  and  I  clafped  her  to  my  bn 
Impulfive  reward  of  genuine  tendern 

In  this  critical  inftant  of  dawning  s 
ment  we  beheld  Sir  Simon  and  Lady 
afcend  the  mount.  The  party  wer 
ceeding  to  retire.  There  was  a  rifing 
in  our  breafts — we  all  feemed  confci 
trefpafs,  but  too  young  to  define  the  i 
of  this  trefpafs  —  our  innocence  mac 
fears  more  apparent,  and  which  wer 
unobferved  by  my  parents. 

The  young  cottagers  would  have 
cealed  themfelves  behind  the  benches 
we  were  difcavered  before  any  preca 
could  be  taken. 

When  theyentered  the  temple,  the  < 
tenance  of  my  mother  glowed  wi 
warmth  of  rifing  anger,  and  which  fl 


C    73    3 

a  panic  into  all  our  hearts.    "  What  arc 
«  you  doing  here,  children?" 

€€  Sir  Simon,"  replied  Lady  Hale?, 
4 €  there  is  fome  prudence  required." 

The  young  Underwoods  prepared  to 
leave  the  fpot.  Sophy  and  myfelf  were  dc- 
fired  to  walk  before  them  to  the  houfe. 

I  overheard  a  lefture  of  my  mother's — my 
father  was  chided  for  having  countenanced 
me  in  the  principles  of  man-like  conduft — 
argued  on  the  bad  effc&s  of  boys  being 
pufhed  too  forward— afiured  him  that  his 
freedom  of  converfation  had  imprefled  me 
with  unbecoming  fentiments,  and  that  fhe 
had  her  apprehenfions  that  the  fcene  which 
they  beheld  in  the  Temple  would  be  foU 
lowed  with  confequences  of  an  alarming 
nature,  unlefs  a    preventive  was   placed 
againft  an  intercourfe  with  the  young  Un- 
derwoods— that  (he  apprehfnded  fome  con- 
trivance had  been  plotting  on  the  fide  of 
the  old  folks — that  eariy  impreffions  were 
difficult  to  be  eradicated — and  that  it  would 
be  of  an  cffential  confequence  to  the  fu-% 
Vol.  I.  E  *ure 
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turc  happinefs  of  Sophy  and  myfelf, 
hereafter  we  (hould  be  debarred  all 
view  with  our  neighbours  at  Oldthorp 

"  Sir  Simon,  Sir  Simon,  y6ur  mt 
€€  are,  indeed,  ftrangely  perverfe  to 
€€  rule  of  decorum — there  can  be  no  i 
"  fitnefs  in  trailing  your  children  to  cl 
u  — but  as  to  Edward,  1  have  nothir 
u  fay — you  infift  upon  training  hi 
"  your  own  mind — proceed,  proceed 
"  we  (hall  live  to  dread  the  fatal  effe< 
€€  his  education.  As  to  Sophy,  I  ex 
"  in  right  of  mother,  I  may  be  pern 
u  to  be  vigilant  over  her  conduct ; 
4C  this  I  do  aver,  that  if  ever  I  know  i 
€S  found  in  company  with  the  Underw< 
"  fo  furely  will  I  fend  her  to  Queen-Sc 
".  boarding  fchool,  where  (he  may  b 
"  gularly  and  conftantly  grained  to  tin 
"  folute  neceffary  duties  of  formal  di 
"  tion,  fo  eifential  to  the  future  profp 
"  of  a  child  in  framing  fuperior  cor 
"  tions,  and  of  modelling  her  life  by 
"  mod  accomplifbed  rules  of  an  clc 
"  and  fuperior  condud^ — but  to  fuffei 
€t  children  to  elope  from  our  .dautious 

"  pru 
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c<  prudent  reftraint— Fie,  fie,  fie,  Sir  Si- 
«  mon." 

My  father,  with  a  finite  and  Tome  plea- 
fantry,  replied  with  u  a  poh,  poh,  poh, 
"  my  dear;  you  anticipate  evils— you  fee 
•*  beyond  the  ordinary  capacity  of  women 
"  — you  are  fufpicious  of  things,  where  no 
•*  ftratagem  has  been  devifed." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon.  Mrs.  Under- 
"  wood  is  a  very  artful  woman — there 
"  is  more  defign  than  you  imagine. 
"  Come  hither,  Mifs  Hales.  This  inftant, 
€€  Madam,  to  your  room,  and  when  you 
€*  meditate  a  walk  in  future  in  the  grounds, 
"  I  do  infift  upon  it  that  I  may  be  ac- 
"  quainted  with  your  motions. 

"  Have  you  nothing  to  fay  to  Edward, 
"  Sir  Simon?" 

"  Poh,  poh,  poh ;  the  boy  muft  know 
€S  thefe  matters  fooner  or  later— they  are  not 
€€  the  points,  believe  me,  Madam,  that  you 
ci  and  me  (hould  trouble  our  heads  about. 
**  My  chief  bufinefs  is  to  imprefs  honour 
E  2  "  and 
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"  and  feeling  in  his  heart :  and  as  to 
"  moral  conduft,  that  I  propofe  to  trufl 
"  chance.    JDeparthewill,  in  all  proba 
"  lity,  from  thofe  nice  rudiments  of 
€S  which  you  are  fo  cautious  to  infift  on 
€§  neceflity  of  his  fteering  by  —  but 
€C  compafV,  honour,  and  a  feeling  he; 
"  will  always  make  him  tack  about  to 
€€  thing  that  is  right.     Behold  your  moc 
C4  young    Jekyll  —  What    an    effemin 
€€  monkey,!  — I  would  difinherit  the  i 
«  cal,  if" 

But  he  checked  his  rifing  warmth. 

"  We  (hall  never  agree  in  thefe  matte 
"  Madam ;  fo  we  had  better  drop  the  ft 
u  jeft.      Edward  will  be  packed  off 
"  fchool  in  a  few,  days,  and  removed  fr< 
"  the  premifes  of  your  obje&ions." 

'<  I  am  furprifed,  Sir  Simon  Hales,  t] 
"  you  are  always  inclined  to  oppofe, 
"  contradict  my  principles  of  educatic 
"  Are  not  my  fentiments  confirmed  by  t 
"  vvifeft  perfons  who  have  ever  employ 
"  their   pens  on    the    fuhjed  ?      Youi 

"  Jeky 
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u  Jekyll,  the  mirrour  of  good  breeding— 
"  but  we  (hall  fee,  we  (hall  fee — a  few 
"  years  wilt  determine.  Coniider  he  is 
"  our  only  boy— the  fupport  of  his  family. 
"  If  your  fyftem  ftiould  prove  erroneous, 
"  think  of  the  havock  and  defolation  which 
"  he  has  in  his  power  to  commit. 

u  When  children  are  under  our  eye — 
"  when  we  can  be  daily  their  overfeers  of 
u  conduft,  the  twig  muft  and  will 

"  Grow  crooked/'  interrupted  Sir  Simon. 

"  Straight,"  replied  Lady  Hales.  "You 

c<  form  their  minds 

» 

u  To  deceit,"  again  interrupted  Sir  Si- 
mon. "  The  young  hypocrites  bend  and 
"  incline  to  your  rudiments  while  under 
u  your  eye ;  and  trufted  from  your  fight1, 
"  they  adt  the  reverie  of  your,  do&rine  : 
"  and  what  kind  of  heads  and  hearts  arc 
"  you  then  bringing  up  ?  You*  inftil  -lef* 
"  fons  of  prudence,  and  you  fancy  they  be- 
"  lieve  you ~;  before  your  faces  they  feem 
"  to  be  convinced,  but,  tired  with  the  dull 
■r  *  "  rules 
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"  rules  of  reftraint,  they  adt  a  game  quite 
"  the  reverie  when  your  back  is  turned. 

"  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the  girls.—my 
"  advice  is,  they  (hould  never  be  tmfted 
u  from  the  fight  of  their  mothers,  aunts, 
(€  or  fage  duennas.  Give  the  boys  a  free 
"  fcope,  provided  with  a  compafs,  an 
"  honefl:  heart,  and  a  tolerable  confciencc : 
"  experience  will  keep  them  off  the  fhoals 
"  and  the  ftorm  will  feafon  them  for  tb< 
"  conflidts  of  life/' 

"  There  is  a  difference  in  boys,  Sir  S: 
"  mon — thofe  fitted  for  profeffional  duti< 
"  may  be  trufted  to  the  boifterou?  and  indi 
"  licate  occurrences  of  a  public  educatior 
"  but  in  pofleffion  of  great  eftatcs,  t] 
" '  charafter  of  the  gentleman  may  be  unit 
"  to  that  of  more  accompliflied  attai 
"  ments Young  Jekyll— 

"  Name  him  not,"  briikly  fpoke  my 
ther.     "  The  gentleman  is  the  fcholai 
"  the  gentleman  is  not  coupled  with    c; 
"  minacy  and  fuperficial  breeding*** 

«    J 


[    79    J 

"  But  family  connections,"  replied,  with 
ftiff  gravity,  my  mother,  "  (hould  be  pre- 
"  confidered— early  imprefiions  have  their 
"  advantages — the  Jekylls  will  have  im- 
"  menfe  fortunes  —  family  connexions 
"  (hould  not  be  overlooked." 


u  Poh  ! — on  the  old  twang  of  worldly 
prudence  again — teifing  ourfelves  with 
future  profpe&s  beyond  the  grave  — 
What  have  we  to  do  with  their  fortunes  ? 
—  my  boy  (hall  take  his  chance— 
Jekylls  !  —  There  is  no  refpeft  in  the 
name,  and  none  in  the  perfons — I  will 
not  think  about  it  —  We  had  better, 
Madam,  take  our  tea,  and  enjoy  the  pre- 
fent  moment.  The  Doftor  will  be  im- 
patient— Edward  (hall  chufe  for  himfelf. 
What  is  fortune  !  Does  it  not  always 
exceed  the  compafs  of  happinefs— My 
boy  (hall  find  it  out  himfelf — he  (hall 
work  it  in  his  own  mind — No,  no  ;  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  parents  to  buy  it  for 
him. 

"  There  is  delufion,  Lady  Hales,  in 
E  4  "  7°" 
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your  deep-concerted  plans — Let 
tea." 


SIR  SIMON  AND  HER  LADYSHIP  DI 
ON  THE  PLAN  OF  MY  EDUCATE 
EARLY  IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  TE] 
PASSION  DIVULGED  TO  A  FRIE* 
ROMANTIC    SENTIMENTS    ADOPTE 

WN'  the  morning  of  my  departure 
Weftminfter  my  father  roufed  me  frc 
heavy  flumber.  There  was  an  um 
gravity  and  deje&ion  in  hi&afpedh 

He  had  caft  his  eye  on  my  boot  wh 
was  pulling  it  on— 

"  It  draws  tip  as  eafy  as  a  glove, 
"  lad ;  and  that  is  another  reafon  wl 
"  augur  the  mental  part  to  be  as  I  cc 
€f  wifh  it.     I  like  no  tight  boots,  Edwa 
«  they  have  loft  many  a  man  the  glory 
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"  the  field — ruined  his  fortune  all  his  life 
u  — five  minutes  in  drawing  on  a  boot  has 
u  loft  the  fox-hunter  the  diverfions  of  his 
"  chace — the  lover  his  miftrefs — the  Cap  • 
**  tain  his  vidory — all  is  right  in  the  head 
"  boy — and  your  mother — I  am  now  re- 
"  folved" 

But  he  fupprefted  the  fentence. 

"  Your  mother  will  not  be  down  to 
M  breakfaft,  and  we  muft  drink  otir  coffee. 
"  together,  Edward. 

"  But  how  (hould  women  underftand 
u  thefc  matters  ;  they  ma^r  talk  about  it ; 
"  male  and  female  judgement  muft  be  ever 
"  at  variance.  Miferable  warfare  to  find 
u  the  friend  of  your  bofom  in  open  arms 
"  againft  the  di&ates  of  worldly  wifdom-r- 
"  to  be  always  fighting  againft  female 
Cf  caprice  —  Alas !  convidtion  comes  too 
"  Ule  for  our  happinefs  —  We  muft  live, 
(  my  boy,  to  the  age  of  patriarchy  before 
"  we  can  make  proof  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
ft  things,  and  the  thoufand  accidents  which 
"  may  intervene.  Should  not  this  deter- 
E  <  4!  m^e 
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<#  mine  us  always  to  enter  on  a  kind  of 
* €  compromife  ?  But  the  great  misfortune 
"  is,  our  habits  of  mutual  freedom  will 
"  engender  a  fpecies  of  cold  approbation. 
"  'Tis  ftrange  that  friends,  when  in  mu- 
"  tual  participation  of  will  and  deed  for 
"  fuch  a  number  of  years,  do  find  th« 
"  fmalleft  alienation  in  their  fentiments 
"  At  all  events,  I  am  refolved  to  gc 
"  through  with  it  in  fpight  of  her  ladyfhip 
t€  fo  behave  yourfelf  like  a  man,  Edward 
"  and  you  will  rejoice  your  father's  heart 
"  I  fliall  have  conquered  her  for  the  firf 
"  time  in  my  life. 

"  Yes,  Edward,  I  will  take  thee  myfe 
w  to  fchool.  Her  ladyftiip  will  pafs  th 
€f  hours  away  in  my  abfence  fpright] 
u  enough,  with  her  never-infeparable  con 
u  panion  Lady  Jekyll — fhe  will  talk  ov< 
€i  her  favourite  improvements  of  layir 
"  down  plans,  and  pulling  down  the  o 
"  houfe  —  changing  the  whole  face  of  cr 
"  ation  at  Boxley  Grove." 

But  the  Dodor,  Sir— 


€€ 
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u  Ay,  my  good  lad,  he  will  mifs  my 
u  company  to  be  fure ;  but  his  pipe,  threfc 
"  rounds  in  the  plantation,  and  an  old  fo- 
"  gram  book  in  the  ftudy,  will  fill  up  the 
"  vacuum.  Tis  a  frolic,  Edward ;  and  I 
fl  am  now  at  a  time  of  life  to  pleafe  my- 
"  felf." 

But  think  of  my  mother,  Sir. 

"  Let  her  think  for  herfelf,  Edward. 
"  She  (houid  have  thought  long  before  this 
"  to  a  better  purpofe,  than  to  oppofe  my 
"  inclinations  in  the  bringing  up  of  an 
"  only  fon/ 

But  your  abfence,  Sir,  will  caufe  her 
pain. 

"  It  will  change  the  fcehe,  my  boy ;  and 
"  when  we  meet  again,  fhe  will,  perhaps,      * 
"  be  lefs  obftinate  in  her  fentiments— So 
w  doft  hear,  old  coxcomb,  with  thy  three- 
"  curled  powdered  wig  " 

It  was  oldGregory,  the  coachman,  at  our 
back. 

E  6  "  Tell  ^ 
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"  Tell  her  ladyftiip  I  am  gone  oh  a 
"  frolic  to  town  with  thy  young  maftcr, 
u  Edward,  and  (hall  flay  as  long  as  I  like, 
"  Doft  hear — order  the  coach  and  four ; 
u  Edward  and  I  will  have  a  merry 
u  drive  to  the  empty  houfe  in  Upper  Har- 
"  ley  Street/7 

"  And  may  it  pleafe  your  honour" 

c<  I  am  in  earneft,  Gregory ;  and  do  a« 
u  you  are  commanded."  • 

The  old  prig  of  a  coachman  could  no 
forbear  a  titter,  but  ftill  repeated,  "  May  i 
"  pleafe  your  honour,  Sir  Simon,"  at  leal 
a  dozen  times  before  my  father  could  pci 
fuade  him  to  leave  the  room.  For  the  fir 
time  in  his  life  he  was  now  inclined  to  coi 
fider  his  matter  as  a  very  valiant  Baronet. 

But  there  was  an  arrangement  in  the  plai 
there  was  mind,  and  that  mind  was  warm< 
with  the  tendered  fentiments  of  paterr 
love  as  ever  entered  the  human  breaft  ;  ai 
ftrongly  did  I  feel  the  full  fenfe  of  fil: 
return ! 
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In  the  morning  after  our  arrival  my  fa- 
ther condu&ed  me  to  Weftminfter— he 
had  a  converfation  with  the  head  mafter— 

A 

I  was  doubly  embraced  by  him — he  was 
confirmed  in  his  opinions — his  hopes  were 
blooming  around  him,  and  he  departed  for 
Boxley  in  foil  poffeffion  of  the  confidence 
he  had  placed,  in  the  fyftem  of  my  educa- 
tion. 

When  I  mixed  in  the  croud  of  my  aflb- 
ciates,  the  firft  boy  that  run  up  to  me  was 
my  friend  Cornwall. — To  relate  adventures 
which  had  tranfpired  during  the  holidays, 
was  the  principal  delight  of  the  moment ; 
but  I  had  now  loft  my  natural  fprightlinefs* 
The  accuftomary  juvenile  fcenes  which  the 
feafon  before  had  warmed  my  imaginations 
with  the  greateft  poffible  delight,  feemed 
flat,  and  my  mind  was  warped  to  another 
objeft. 

Care,  fufpicion,  and  anxiety,  feemed 
now  to  difpel  the  purfuits  of  refle&ion,  and 
retrofpefts  were  now  their  fubftitutes.  Lec- 
tures of  prudent  connection  had  been  often 
repeated  by  my  mother  in  my  prefence,  and 
A  *  (he 
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flic  had  reprefented  Mifs   Jeykll  before 
Sophy  and  me  as  the  moft  fuperlative  ac- 
quifition  for  matrimonial  happinefs.    To  a 
boy  turned  of  his  fixteenth  year,  fimilar 
hints    were    well    fcanned    and    compre- 
hended, and  I  was  foon.  made  fenfible  of 
the  manner  in  which  her  inclinations  would 
be  gratified. 

But  my  heart  had  formed  a  natural  union 
—the  germe  of  paffion  was  now  expanding 
in  it ;  and  having  an  objedt  presented  in 
my  eye  to  prove  the  force  of  that  fentiment 
I  was  doubtlefs  inclined  to  reject,  with  nc 
fmall  degree  of  difpleafure,  every  fuggefte< 
overture  that  could  offer  violence  to  tha 
genuine  emotion  which  I  had  been  fui 
prifed  into. 

Thus  it  occurred  to  my  vigilant  fancr 
that  this  young  lady  was  to  be  create  i. 
rival  to  the  eleded  beauty  of  my  hea; 
The  tender  paffion  in  its  dawn  was  nc 
big  with  an  approaching  confequence 
my  future  happinefs.  My  fenfesfufficient 
ripe  to  judge  of  worldly  ftation,  and  t 
natural  defires  of  our  parents,  I  loon    f 

t 
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the  irregularity  of  a  matrimonial  conneftion 
with  this  lovely  girl — the  prefcribed  forms 
of  life  prefented  the  mod  alarming  obfta- 
des— obftacles  in  which  the  pure  fenti- 
ments  of  filial  duty  were  baffled  and  cir- 
cumvented. 

But  parental  difpleafure,  inequality  of 
condition — thefe  my  fertile  invention  had 
overcome  by  a  kind  of  fophifticated  pru- 
dence, which  the  favourite  objects  of  our 
caprices  are  always  prepared  to  bring  to  our 
aid  as  an  apology  for  indifcretion. 

I  had  conceived  a  fcheme  to  introduce 
her  to  the  world—  to  polifh  the  engaging 
fimplicity  of  untutored  nature — to  clothe 
her  with  the  artificial  exterior  of  modem 
accomplifhment — to  document  the  native 
heart  of  innocence  with  that  haviour  which 
the  perverted  fenfe  of  fociety  has  rendered 
arbitrary.  Rifque  the  natural  goodnefs  of 
the  heart  in  the  difcipline  of  refined  man- 
ners—manners that  may,  perhaps,  engage 
and  play  round  the  fancy,  yet  are  inti- 
mately allied  with  hypocrify  and  defign. 

Tc 
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To  forward  a  plan  of  this  extent  and  ro- 
mantic completion,  would,  doubtlefs,  re- 
quire no  fmall  (hare  of  confidence — but  I 
was  not  infenfible  of  future  expe&ations, 
and  I  had  acquired  fufficient  knowledge  of 
the  advantages  of  my  birth  and  inheritance. 
The  more  I  contemplated  my  projedt,  the 
more  I  was  prone  to  put  it  in  execution. 
The  great  leading  fentiment  which  arofe  in 
my  bofom  was  the  probability  of  fuccefs  in 
engaging  the  confent  of  a  parent,  to  whom 
my  heart  had  pledged  its  moft  facred  vow- 
of  truth  and  fincerity.  There  was  an  ac- 
cord of  fentiment  which  my  foul  cherifhed. 
I  was  impelled  to  open  candour  with  him. 
Whatever  bore  the  name  of  concealment 
in  my  conduft,  feemed  to  arraign  my  inte- 
grity, and  my  honour  flood  deeply  im- 
peached. I  felt  a  ftem  refolution  in  my 
foul,  in  which, though  unfkilled,unhacknied 
in  the  trial  of  life's  temptation,*  all  my  refolu- 
tion was  centered.  If  this  generous  endear- 
ing parent  remained  inflexible  in  his  wiflies, 
what  was  there  not  which  my  courageous 
heart  could  not  van'quifti !  —but  the  preg^. 
nant  fancy  of  an  ardent  affedtion  fuggefted 
every  favourable   motive  to   flatter  my 

hones. 
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hopes.  Let  him  behold  the  lovely  daugh- 
ter of  my  fofter  nurfe,  Mrs.  Underwood, 
in  every  advantageous  charm  of  a  refined 
education.  Let  him  be  fafcinated  with  the 
advantage  of  prepoffeffion.  My  paffion 
was  too  pure  and  generous  to  covet  any  other 
confummarion  than  that  which  time  and 
fortunate  occurrence  could  not  mature  to 
the  generous  and  pure  ijentiments  of  ipy 
heart. 

.Well  had  I  anticipated  the  difappoint- 
ments  which  my  mother's  pride  would  re- 
ceive by  this  refolution ;  and  I  well  fore- 
knew there  could  be  no  motive  entered  on 
to  operate  a  change  in  her  inclinations :  but 
however  the  precept  of  filial  duty  may 
have  corre&ed  my  rifing  difobedience,  that 
fubmiffion  and  refpedt  which  preponde- 
rated in  the  fcale  of  my  father's  claims 
feemed  to  bear  down  all  confideration  on 
the,  perhaps,*  equal  claims  of  my  mother. 

In  Ihort,  fuch  were  the  fentiments  which, 
at  this  early  period  of  my  life,  were  train- 
ing up  to  a  fcene  of  activity — to  a  plot 
wherein  all  my  genius,  powers  of  under- 

ftanding, 
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(landing,  on  the  fide  of  mental  fortitude, 
would  be  engaged  —  the  ftruggles  of  incli- 
nation— the  combat  of  filial  obligation  with 
the  impulfe  of  nature— — 

My  friend  Cornwall  was  now  to  be  con- 
fultedj  and  the  point  which  infant  paflion 
had  excited  was  to  be  ultimately  fetded. 

As  we  were  infeparable  companions,  my 
friend -had  noted  the  melancholy  of  my 
mind,  my  refignation  of  our  mutual  paf- 
times,  and  had  frequently  urged  me  to  di- 
vulge the  caufe  of  my  apparent  anxieties  ; 
but  to  his  entreaties  I  had  been  always 
filent  till  fuch  times  the  uneafinefs  in  my 
abfence  from  the  fair  objedt  of  my  aftc&ion 
had  caufed  my  fruitful  fancy  to  fuggeft  a 
plan  for  the  completion  of  my  hopes. 

To  Cornwall  then  did  1  impart  the  plan 
big  labouring  at  my  heart.  I  was  to  pre- 
vail on  Mrs.  Underwood  to  fend  her 
daughter  Fanny  to  France  —  there  (he  wa* 
to  be  educated  at  my  expence — to  be  intro- 
duced into  life — with  every  fuitable  equa- 
lity 
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lity  of  appearance  to  avert  the  falfe  preju- 
dice of  my  parents. 

The  more  I  ruminated  on  this  fcheme, 
the  lefs  obftacles  there  appeared  to  inter- 
vene; and  though  I  was  affraid  that  my 
youth  might  erroneouflyfound  its  hopes  on 
a  plan  which  feemed  altogether  fo  romantic 
and  impradticable,  I  ftiJl  favoured  the  de- 
fign,  which  in  reality,  from  its  novelty,  af- 
forded me  the  higheft  gratification. 

There  is  an  afpiring  temper  in  youth  to 
put  in  pra&ice  thofe  fchemes  which,  fanci- 
ful and  novel  in  their  nature,  feem  to  dis- 
cover an  originality  of  genius,  and  a  pecu- 
liarity of  thought —  the  great  fpur  to  their 
proje&s. 

Singularity  is  oftentimes  found  of  as 
much  efficacy  in  our  revolutions  through 
life,  as  the  defire  of  excelling  others  by 
the  moft  fplendid- competition  of  fkiU'or 
ability. 

The  fanner's  daughter  was  to  return  to 
her  native  country  in  manners,  breeding, 

accom- 
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actompliftiments,  the  favourite  nymph  o 
a  young  rich  heir's  affe&ions.     With  thefe 
fentiments  I  fat  down  and  penned  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  my  father  : 

"  How  (hall  I  divulge  the  fentiments  ci 
"  my  bread! — Is  it  not  referved  for  j 
"  talk  of  the  greateft  delicacy  to  open  th 
"  motives  of  a  young  and  ardent  mind,  oi 
u  the  dawn  of  a&ion,  panting  to  enter  o 
"  the  buftling  theatre  of  life  ?  — To  relat 
i€  my  virtue,  would  be  prefumption — t 
"  relate  my  weaknefs,  abafhes  me  —  but 
€€  would  be  guarded  from  the  perpetrati< 
u  of  wrong, 'parental  injuftice — injufticc 
"  myfelf—  Al^s !  how  can  youth  be  ftiield 
"  with  the  experience  of  age?  Letmeth 
€€  befeech  you  to  note,  with  the  ftirewd  < 
"  of  experience,  the  errors  of  my  youi 
4€  your  feeling  heart  and  liberal  fpirit  > 
"  foften  your  rebuke ;  and  though 
"  wifhes  may  be  circumvented,  I  fhall 
"  ceivea  confolation  in  my  grief." 

This  was  part  of  th#  letter  which  I  w 
to  my  father,  fetting  forth  the  nature  of 
attachment  to  Fanny  Underwood,    am 
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which  I  difcovered  the  project  to  have  her 
introduced  into  life.  There  was  a  habit  of 
mutual  confidence  which  fubfifted  between 
us,  and  I  confidered  him  in  the  light  of  a 
generous  friend  more  than  a  rigorous  and 
auftere  parent. 

His  conduft  to  me  drew  this  unfeigned 
confidence  from  my  breaft— -Chfcarful  and 
familiar  in  his  parental  authority,  I  was,  as 
it  were,  cozened  into  my  duty,  and  my 
heart  fafcinated  to  reveal'  its  moft  fecret 
myfteries. 

By  the  fame  poft  I  difpatched  the  fol* 
lowing  letter  to  my  nurfe ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing thus  disburdened  my  mind  of  its  load 
of  rifing  cares,  and  my  fancy  of  its  trea- 
fures  to  accelerate  that  portion  of  human 
happinefs,  but  too  often  more  lodged  in 
the  purfuit  than  the  poffeffion,  I  felt  myfelf 
greatly  the  man,  and  already  fit  to  launch 
into  the  ocean  of  life. 

The  head  mafter  of  Wcftminfter  finding 
a  peculiar  gravity  in  my  temper,  which, 
united  to  my  facility  in  the  exercifes  of  the 

fchool, 
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fchool,  determined  to. take  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity to  recommend  mc  for  the  Univer- 
fity,  and  for  which  fummons  I  now  imp* 
tiently  waited. 


The  Letter  to  my  Nurse. 

€e  To  a  name  fb  tender,  what  additic 
"  can  be  made  ?  What  are  the  oblig 
"  tions  which  are  due  to  a  woman,  whc 
"  fondnefs  and  peculiar  offices  of  infc 
u  regard  have  equalled  that  of  the  t< 
"  dereft  parent  ?  Muft  thefe  fentimei 
"  on  my  rifing  into  life,  be  fuppreffed 
u  an  elevated  ftation,  and,  fenfible  of 
"  difparity  of  birth,  be  taught  to  eft< 
"  the  wife  of  farmer  Underwood  lefs  gr 
"  ful  to  my  feelings  than  at  the  mon 
*4  when  my  pen  is  employed  in  divulj 
*'  the  fecrets  of  my  heart  ?  No,  thou 
"  dulgent  parent  and  friend ;  my  foi 
"  prepared  to  render  up  every  gratefu 
"  bute  to  thy  endearing  kindnefs. 
"  pleafing  thought  has  difcarded  all 
"  pugnance ;  and  though  a  fervile  cu 
"  may  have  placed  a  barrier  to  a  recip 
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"  return  of  affefhon,  I  am  proof  againft 
"  its  influence ;  and  this  my  firft  impref- 
u  fion  (hall  be  found  for  ever  facred  and 
H  eternal  in  my  breaft. 

"  Know  then,  the  milk  which  the  little 
"  fofter  Edward  drew  from  thy  breads, 
"  now  flows  in  the  current  of  his  blood  ; 
"  and  thy  lineage,  in  ftrong  fympathy,  is 
"  imprefled  in  his  nature 


The  lovely  Fanny- 


"  And  canft  thou  not  divine,  with  the 
"  faaacious  eye  of  an  experienced  parent, 
if  this  charm  of  my  foul  ?  By  all  thofe 
°  ties  which  can  recal  maternal  tendernefs, 
<;  while  my  heart  has  any  pulfe  of  grateful 
"  remembrance  for  the  debt  which  nor 
u  wealth  nor  kindnefs  can  repay,  I  am 
"  immovably  fixed  in  my  refolution. 

""  And  where  your  fears  ?  and  where  ob- 

"  jeftion  ?     When  Fanny  is  fit  for  mar- 

**  riage,  why  (hould  her  mother  refufe  to 

"  lead  her  to  the  bridal  bed  of  him  whofe 

"  fortune  and  fincere  love  will  raife  her  to 

«    t 
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€€  the  fupreme  of  human  happinefs  ?  Dread 
"  not  the  difpleafure  of  my  parents — I 
"  have  a  fcheme  in  contemplation  to  allay 
"  the  pride  of  their  hearts ;  and  they  will 
"  give  their  confent  when  they  find  my 
"  expedient  has  been  contrived  to  render 
"  the  union  fuitable  to  their  wifhes. 

"  Let  me  then  cherifh  this  pleafing  hope 
€€  of  my  fpul ;  and  when  the  inequality  of 
"  ftation  fliould  chance  to  ftep  between  the 
"  fond  wifhes  of  a  mother  who  afpires  to 
"  the  completion  of  her  daughter's  fortune 
"  and  felicity,  thinfc  that  the  fame  breaft 
u  which  reared  your  lovely  daughter  was  * 
"  generoufly  bellowed  on  an  alien  child, 
i€  whofe  life  and  fortune  Ihould  be  as  gene- 
"  roufly  offered  up  in  tribute  to  fuch  kind- 
"  nefs.      . 

"  Thefe  are  the  pure  fentiments  of  my 
"  heart,  and  time  will  ripen  them  into' 
"  aftion.  Teach,  then,  to  the  dear  little 
"  Fanny,  and  think  of  rendering  that  filial 
4€  epithet  real  which  you  have  fo  often  be- 
"  flowed  on 

"  EDWARD  HALES. 

"N.B. 
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N.  B.  This  letter  was  preferred  by  Doc- 
tor Philpot,  when  Underwood  had  fhewn  . 
it  to  my  father ;  and  when  Lady  Hales, 
with  indignation,  after  its  perufal,  fnatched 
it  from  his  hands  to  commit  it  to  the  flames. 

From  the  Doftor's  common-place  book. 

When  Mrs.  Underwood  had  received 
the  pure  incenfe  of  this  natural  attach- 
ment* perhaps  a  mother's  vanity  might 
have  lighted  up  her  foul  to  fhew  her  fome 
bright  vifion  of  future  good  fortune  to  her 
family.  She  perufed  the  letter  with  ecftafy, 
and  flew  wkh  it  to  her  hulband. 

There  was  a  gloom  fpread  on  the  face 
of  this  refpe&able  tenant.  It  was  inau- 
fpicious  to  the  meffenger  of  thefe  tid- 
ings. He  (hook  his  head,  and  cried, 
"  Go,  go,  woman.  I  have  never  known 
"  any  good  to  arife  from  inequality  of 
"  conditions  —  our  family  has  been  too 
"  near  our  betters— it  has  poifoned  our 
"  fimplicity — our  ftomachs  begin  to  loathe 
"  the  plain  repaft  of  temperance  and  fru- 
"  g&lity — we  are  ruined 

\       Vol.  I.  F  .._       H 
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He  crumpled  the  letter,  into  his  pocket, 
cried*  fhaw  to  his  wife,  and  left  the  houfe. 

It  was  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Baronet 
was  juft  preparing  to  fill  her  Iadyftiip's  glafs 
on  his  fon  Edward's  expedition  to  the  cele- 
brated univerfity  of  Cambridge,  when  Un- 
derwood's name  was  announced  to  the 
party.     It  was  a  trio,  and  I  compleated  it. 

"  Sir  Simon,"  fays  he,  —  the  Baronet  had 
filled  him  a  bumper  —  "  this  is  the  laft 
"  time  I  {hall  have  the  honour  of  drinking 
"  your  health  under  your  roof — my  heart 
"  is  troubled.  I  am  come  to  throw  up 
€€  my  leafe,  and  to  leave  your  neighbour- 
"  hood.  My  family  was  once  fimple,  and 
"  methought  the  farm  fome  few  years  back 
"  looked  more  profperous.  Now  my  fa- 
"  mily  are  growing  up,  I  fhould  expedt  to 
"  fee  the  fruits  of  experience,  and  at  leaft 
€€  fome  difcretion  as  the  ornament  of  a  far- 
"  mer's  wife.  Sir  Simon,  I  muft  be  brief, 
f '  very  plain,  and  .  bold.  Your  family 
"  have  done  us  no  great  good.  Young 
"  minds  are  always  aping  their  betters. 
"  Samuel  is  grown  fulky  with  the  team,  and 


€t 
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"  is  (luffing  his  pockets  every  day  with 
"  books  to  imitate  the  fcholarfhip  of 
"  mafter  Edward.  Fanny  wears  her  rib- 
u  bands  like  Mifs  Sophy,  and  has  turned 
"  her  blue-checked  bibs  and  aprons  into 
"  difticlouts  —  reads  novels  and  works, 
"  fandango  fluff,  by  the  fide  of  her  mo- 
"  ther,  who,  I  will  fay  that  in  her  favour, 
"  does  not  altogether  approve  of  fuch  un- 
"  feemly  notions,  yet  has  not  a  refolution 
"  to  difapprove  them.  .  Fafliion  is  catch* 
"  ing,  Sir  Simon,  and  the  little  muft  copy 
"  the  great,  and  fo  we  are  ruined.  I  mean 
"  to  quit  your  farm  next  Lady  Day,  and 
"  to  remove  at  fome  diftance  from  the  old 
"  fpot." 

Underwood's  fteady  countenance  had 
made  fome  impreffion  on  the  Baronet,  who, 
fufpefting  by  his  quaintnefs  of  expreflion 
there  was  a  latent  reafon  of  much  greater 
importance  for  his  leaving  the  farm,  he 
urged  him  in  point  as  to  the  real  caufe. 

Shall  I,  or  (hall  I  not  ?  is  the  perpetual 

queftion  of  our  lives.     We  are  always  in 

doubt.  Underwood  hefitated.  The  Baronet's 

Fa  quick 
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tjuick  eye  and  intelle&ual  vivacity  fafci- 
nated  die  truth  from  him, 

"  The  principal  reafon  is  here,"  he 
cried ;  and  he  put  the  letter  in  his  hand. 
He  read  it  with  (bme  emotion.  Lady  Hales 
immediately  rofe  up,  and  claimed  a  perufal 
at  the  inftant  he  took  his  eyes  from  the 
letter ;  which  (lie  had  no  fooner  done  than, 
with  the  greateft  poffible  trejnulofis  irrita- 
tion, fhe  threw  it  into  the  fire,  from  whence 
Sir  Simon  refcued  it. 

Spirit  of  jealous  precaution,  wha£  were 
the  upraiding  fentiments  that  flafhed  in  her 
mind ! 

-"  My  apprehenfions  are  then  realifed," 
(lie  cried.  "  The  vanity  of  his  wife— <ut- 
"  ful  woman  !  —  Plot— (he  had  taken  ad- 
"  vantage  of  the  truft  repofed  in  her"—  it 
was  all  placed  to  her  contrivance,  and  uo 
threat  or  indignant  epithet  fpared. 

The  lofs  of  her  temper  jarred  the  man- 
hood  of  her  tenant.      Men  are  indepen- 

dant 
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dant  when  they  are  made  the  fport  of  in- 
juftice.     Underwood  replied : 

"  Equal  fituations,  pleafe  your  ladylhip, 
"  are  the  true  guides  to  our  happinefs. 
"  Perhaps  I  am  as  reluctant  to  the  match 
"  as  your  ladyfliip." 

"Match,  fellow!" 

Sir  Simon  interpofed,  and  -extolled  the 
generous  conduit  of  Underwood.  Lady 
Hales  accufed  his  wife  of  defign,  and  him 
of  connivance  for  permitting  the  unter- 
cotirfe  to  proceed  to  this  length. 

€€  Where  is  your  daughter,  fellow  ?  — 
iC  fend  her  this  inftant  from  you — (he  mull 
"  be  kept  at  a  diftance  in  concealment.  I 
"  told  you,   Sir  Simon,   my  conceptions 


"  were  true."^ 


"  Conceptions!"    he  repeated  with  a 

fmile.       "    Women    are    always    preg- 

li  nant  with  fancy,  and  then  they  talk  of 

"  conceptions.     Had  you  followed    the« 

p  3  "  fame 
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<c  fame  native  impulfe  which  has  governed 
»        "  Edward  in  the  choice  of  a  wife" — —   , 

She  fired  — <€  Take  care,  Sir  Simon"— 

*  • 

"  I  fay  it  is  natural  for  the  boy  to  love 
*€  his  fofter  nurfe,  and  perfe&ly  natural  to 
**  love  a  beautiful  young  girl,  the  daughter 
€€  of  honeft  parents;  and  no  difcredit 
"  neither  to  the  gentry,  as  we  call  our- 
"  felves." 

u  Very,  well,  Sir  Simon.  Iknew  how 
cc  this  affair  would  profper  under  your  fage 
"  refle&ions — you  countenance  it." 

u  Madam,  you  (hould  have  nurfed  the 
91  boy  yourfelf,  and  then  you  might  have 
"  aflumed  the  whole  power  of  judging  in 
"  thefe  matters." 

The  fevereft  reproof  that  ever  efcaped 
the  lips  of  this  liberaland  indulgent  parent. 

Lady  Hales  left  the  room  with  a  marked 
diforder. 
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u  Well,'*  fays  he,  on  her  abfencei 
**what  are  your  fentiments,  Mr.  Under- 
"  wood,  on  this  overture  of  my  fon  ?" 

4 \  I  do  not  approve  of  it,  Sir ;  nor  has 
u  it  ever  received  my  countenance.  I 
"  mean  to  follow  her  ladyfhip's  advice— 
"  remove  my  daughter— -and  I  alfo  think 
$€  of  removing  myfeif  —  we  have  been  too 
"near  neighbours,  I  fear,  Sir  Simon." 

"  But  where  do  you  mean  to  fend  her, 
«  neighbour  ?" 

"  Out  of  the  way  of  temptation  and  va- 
"  nity — I  forefee  great  trouble  in  my  fa- 
"  mily — my  wife  has  never  been  in  her 
"  ufual  old  way  of  thinking  fince  mafter 
"  Edward  laft  paid  us  a  vifit —  her  mind 
"  has  been  buGed  beyond  the  ordinary 
<f  cares  of  her  family.  And  what  mull  I 
w  expeft  from  all  this  ?  Why,  truly,  con- 
"  tempt  or  infamy.  If  I  aim  at  greatnefs 
"  in  an  honourable  match;  I  (hall  be  hated 
"  and  defpifed  by  your  family ;  if  1  coun- 
u  tenance  any  farther  conne&ion,  I  (hall 
jr  4.  "  entail 


-if 
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entail  a  reproach  on  my  name  which 
nothing  will  wipe  off. 


"  But  methinks,  Sir  Simon,  her  lady* 
"  fhip  fhould  not  have  been  fo  hard  upon 
"  me  neither.  To  fpeak  my  mind  plainly, 
"  though  for  my  own  happinefs  as  well  as 
"  yours,  I  fhall  do  my  utmoft  to  break  off 
"  this  underftanding'  of  Mafter  Edward 
"  and  my  daughter,  I  mud  do  myfelf  the 
*'  juftice  which  I  merit. 

"  Match,  fellow !"  were  the  words  of  her 

ladyfhip. 

"  I  am  no  fellow,  Sir  Simon.  I  am  de- 
"  fcended  froci  a  family  of  yeomen,  of  as 
"  great  antiquity  as  your  noble  anceftry. 
"  Doftor  Philpot  fays,  '  though  we  are  of 
"  the  Saxon  line,  and  defcended  from  the 
"  ftout  Kentifh  men  under  Harold,  we  are 
€€  as  honourable  as  thofe  who  followed  the 
"  Conqueror/  But  however  this  be,  you 
"  well  know  the  family  of  the  Under- 
"  woods ;  and  I  am  fure  you  know  nothing 
"  that  can  make  us  defpicable.  I  am  no 
"  fellow,  Sir  Simon.     The  cultivation  of. 

"  our 
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our  parent  earth  has  been  an  honourable 
profeflion'  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world — from  fuch  as  we,  are  defcended 
the  greateft  men  of  the  univerfe ;  and 
my  father  bellowed  upon  me  fufficient 
education  to  give  me  this  knowledge  of 
my  own  importance  to  the  ftate,  that 
there  is  more  true  honour  'and  true  merit 
in  the  culture  of  the  earth  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  its  inhabitants,  thap  in  the 
ftudy  of  thofe  infernal  profeffions  allied 
to  our  gentry,  which  fpirit  them  into 
their  deftruftion,  and  to  the  defolation 
*  of  their  country.  To  this  noble  profef- 
lion was  moft  of  your  anceftors  trained 
up.  *Tis  true  they  had  wealth  procured 
by  the  fweat  of  our  brow  to  fupport 
them  in  their  nobility,  and  great  feats  of 
prowefs  ;  while  their  real  fupporters  were 
men  of  peaceful,  inoffenfive  lives,  as 
harmlefs  as  the  poor  yoke  of  oxen  creep- 
ing over  their  furrows." 

Sir  Simon  fixed  a  ftaring  eye  on  his  tenant. 
I  was  an  abettor  of  this  fenfible  yeoman. 

"  It  was  in  the  time  of  the  Crufodoes-— 
F  5      .  "  the 
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"  the  wars  in  the  Holy  Land — How  many 
"  of  the  Underwood  family  do  your  think, 
"  Sir  Simon,  may  have  been  facrificed  by 
"  one  of  the  Halefes,  when  he  muftered 
"  all  his  hinds,  vaflals  and  villains,  to  ac- 
il  company  him  on  that  expedition  under 
"  the  firft  Edward  ?" 

I  was  in  purfuit  of  my  favourite  chrono- 
logical and  biographical  enquiries ;  and  I 
muft  confefs,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
I  was  in  love  with  the  Underwood  caufe. 

"  And  what  was  all  this  blood  of  ouf 
"  poor  Kentilh  yeomen  died  for?   For- 
"  footh  only  to  adorn  the  efcutcheon  of  our 
u  knights  with  red  croffes,  and  to  buy  va- 
€€  lour  for  their  matters  at  the  rifque  of 
"  having  their  own  throats  cut  by  fierce 
"  Saracens  and  infidels.     Csefar  mounted 
"  to  the  imperial  throne  on  the  dead  bo- 
u  dies  of  his  valiant  foldiers ;  and  give  me 
"  le^ve  to  affure  you,  Sir  Simon,  that  the 
"  forefathers  of  my  old  acquaintance,  Un- 
"  derwood,  in  the   feudal   times  of  old, 
"  were  full  as  much  acceffary  to  the  fame 
"  of    the  family  of  the  Halefes,  as   the 
4  "  power 
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"  power  of  the  haughty  baron  was  effen- 
"  rial  to  the  prefervation  of  his  territory 
"  againft  the  inroad  of  his  enemy.  Now, 
"  thank  God,  we  are  all  united  under  a 
u  King  and  wife  Government.  The  yeo- 
"  man  is  now  free  of  his  lord,  and  has  a 
"  right  to  declare  his  fentiments  like  a  true 
"  and  bold-hearted  Briton." 

He  wasftill  ferious  widiout  a  reply — but 
the  claret  went  round,  and  we  all  drank 
our  glafles. 

During  a  fhort  paufe  of  converfation, 
when  Sir  Simon  was  invelloped  in  thought, 
the  bell  of  Lady  Hales  rang  with  uncom- 
mon violence,  and  the  manfion  was  raifed 
to  a  buflle. 

Her  ladyfhip  had  ordered  her  carriage 
and  her  travelling  baggage  to  be  got  ready, 
and  fhe  was  a&ually  equipping  herfelf  with 
her  riding  apparel. 

Turning  to  me,  the  knight  exclaimed, 

"  DoSor  Phiipot,  this  is  a  trying  moment, 

"  and  I  have  a  ftruggie  within  me  con- 

F  6  "  cerning 


[     io8    ] 

"  cerning  the  firmriefs  of  a  hufband's 
€t  heart.  I  know  the  fpirit  of  Lady  Hales 
€€  — flie  is  projefting  fome  plan  of  vio- 
u  lence  — if  I  relax,  the  family  will  be 
"  ruined  —  we  muft  be  cruel  only  to  be 
"  kind 

"  I  Anil  not  inte^pofe  —  inflexible — wc 
"  have  long  been  engaged  in  a  kind  of 
"  domeftic  warfare;  all  our  lives,  I  may  fay, 
€€  My  projedks  are  always  circumvented, 
"  and  (he,  on  her  fide,  continually  de- 
"  vifing  the  moft  prepofterous  innovations 
"  on  the  prudent  fyftem  of  my  domeftic 
"  arrangements,  which  you  well  know  re- 
"  quires,  on  my  fide,  the  moft  mafterly  ar- 
"  gument  and  firm  conduft  to  furmount. 
"  If  I  truft  all  to  the  ilorm,  where  my  hap- 
"  pinefs  ?  what !  to  the  caprice  of  a  fex, 
"  who  know  no  bounds  to  their  demands* 
"  and  who  have  placed  no  barrier  to  the 
"  rule  of  their  conduft  ? 

"  They  are  but  profligate  ftewards  in 
"  their  truft,  make  the  beft  of  them — No, 
«  no;  my  friend  ;  I  will  have  the  bringing 
"  up  of  an  only  fon  in  my  own  way — (he 

"  has 
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"  has  no  right  to  interpofe — What !  facri- 
"  fice  my  public  -career  to  the  peace  of 
"  domeftic  retirement,  and  find  as  many 
"  obftacles  to  my  happinefs  at  this  time  of 
"  my  life  as  in  the  perplexing  buftle  and 
"  vortex  of  the  Britilh  fenate  ! 

"  Always  circumvented  at  home — let 
"  her  proceed — I  will  not  be  over-ruled 
"  in  fpite  of  the  Scotch  hauteur  and  proud 
"  blood  in  her  veins.  Let  her  relax — the 
!*  fpirit  of  fupplenefs  will  make  the  mar- 
"  riage  ftate  enviable  by  the  angels  hover- 
"ing  around  us. 

"  And  you  are  a  good  witnefs,  Do&or, 
11  that  (he  made  the  vow  of  obedience  at 
"  the  altar." 

w  Itis  now  near  twenty  years,  Sir  Simon.,, 

"  Not  twenty  moons,  in  her  imagination 
t€  —but  I  am  refoived  on  the  vidory— 
"  upon  my  honour  refoived — (placing  his 
u  hand  upon  his  heart) — let  her  fet  off. 
"  What  is  your  opinion,  Doftor  ?w 

I  gently 
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I  gently  railed  my  fquare-toe  flioe  to  the 
Baronet,  and  Rxing  my  eye  upon  it,  as 
much  as  to  fay  I  was  acquainted  with  die 
old  proverb  and  that  he  muft  be  the  beft 
judge  of  the  tender  part  who  wears  a  pinch- 
ing (hoe,.  I  bridled  my  tongue,  and  faid 
nothing. 

Thus  filence  prevailed — Underwood  was 
rifing — the  Baronet  pulled  him  to  the  chair. 

The  coach  and  four  drove  up  to  the  door 
—the  luggage  was  (trapping  on  behind — 
her  maid  was  handing  band-boxes  into  it — 
her  ladyfhip  was  a  confiderable  time  before 
(he  made  her  appearance  with  her  daughter 
Sophy*  At  laft  (he  came  out  with  a  tre- 
mulous ftep  and  difconcerted  countenance. 
Sir  Simon  went  to  the  door,  and,  with  a 
ftrained  politenefs,  handed  her  into  it.  She 
was  confufed ;  but  fhe  fupported  her  fpirit, 
and  the  carriage  drove  off. 

When  the  Baronet  returned  to  us,  in  his 
looks  there  was  thought  mixed  with  fome 
inward  conflift :  at  intervals  his  features 
feemed  fmoothened  to  a  colleded  paufe  of 

reflec- 


refle&ion,  and  at  others  the  emotion  of  his 
heart  was  obvious  to  the  mod  indifferent 
obferver. 

"  Here  is  my  hand,  Mr.  Underwood," 
he  cried  ;  «  and  as  you  are  returning  home, 
"  I  would  ftrongly  recommend  a  perfect 
"  confidence  in  my  conduft  towards  your 
"  family.  Let  it  reft;  let  it  reft.  Speak 
"  peace  to  your  wife  on  the  fubjeft.  You 
"  (hall  hear  from  me  in  a  few  days." 

"  Ret  exitus  eft  in  manu  Domini,  fed  quid 
"  tentare  nocebit?  fays  my  Cordery,  Doc- 
"  tor.     I  am  refolved  on  a  trial." 

This  fentence  turned  his  looks  to  com- 
pofure.  I  nodded  approbation.  The  party 
was  broken  up. 

Farmer  Underwood  retired.  Sir  Simon 
took  me  by  the  arm,  and  we  inclined  to- 
wards the  lawn  for  the  (hrubbery. 

"  It  is  of  importance*  Doctor  5  there  is 

u  an  inverfe  plan  of  arriving  at  happinefs. 

"  The  old,  dull,  beaten  track  is  fo  much 

"  worn 
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€(  worn  and  frequented,  that  we  get  joftled, 
"  and  find  ourfelves  continually  tripping 
"  by  the  fettings  of  legs  which,  we  en- 
"  counter  in  our  road. 
* 
"  I  will  find  out  another  circuwuendi- 
€€  bus  for  this  young  dog,  Edward." 

"  But.  where  is  her  ladylhip  ? "  I  no\r 
ventured  to  alk. 

t€  'Tis  a  freak— the  wliim  of  the  mo- 
"  ment — it  will  not  laft — th\s  violence  will 
"  ^fd  its  own  cure  when  it  meets  with  no 
"  oppofition — I  regard  it  not." 

"  But  gentlenefs,  good  Sir  Simon "— — 

u  Poh,  Dodtor ;  look  at  your  fhoe  again 
«  — filly  old  batchelor — let  me  invert  it 
"  now— I  gained  no  ground  in  my  puling 
"  days- 

4€  Hoc  nihil  eft,  nifi  dum  calet  agitur— 
"  I  am  determined  to  keep  it  up. 

Tho* 
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"  Tho*  that  her  jcffies  were  my  dear  heart* 

"  (brings, 
"  Pd  whittle  her  off,  and  let  her  down  the 

"  wind, 
"  To  prey  at  fortune."  " 

Thus  running  on  with  broken  fentences, 
larded  with  apothegms,  we  found  ourfelves 
on  the  turn  of  the  (hrubbery  which  faces 
the  public  road,  when  we  beheld  a  diftant 
view  of  the  equipage  returning  to  Boxlcy. 

"  I  have  triumphed,"  exclaimed  'he 
Baronet.  "  Twas  a  valiant  conflidt~ 
w  Oh,  I  have  felt  it  here  —  I  can  now  re- 
"  cognize  all  her  virtues,  my  oid  friend* 

11  Come,  let  us  haften  to  the  houfe." 

There  are  moments  when  k  is  dangerous 
^  look  in  a  man's  face.;  there  is  a  plaguy 
tiae  of  fympathy  which  fafcinates,  and  our 
fable  hearts  melt  with  participation. 


OPPOS1T* 
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OPPOSITE    SENTIMENTS     OF    HAPPINESS  — 
A    PLAN    DEVISED. 

Continued  from  the  Do&or's  note  book. 


i 


BELIEVE  there  were  fome  tears  (hed 
—the  paffions  of  the  human  heart  are  per- 
petually cont rafted— I  found  them  both  in 
perfeft  good  humour — Itfeemed  a  happy 
compromife. 

"  You  treat  the  affair  with  indifference, 
"  my  dear.  Lady  Hales,  (hall  I  divulge 
"  the  fentiments  of  my  heart  ?  I  fee  no- 
€<  thing  in  this  early  attachment  of  Edward 
€t  that  ftiould  either  caufe  you  this  violent 
"  alarm,  or  me  the  moil  tranficnt  unea- 
«  finefs." 

"  Nothing!"  (he  gravely  repeated. 

"  I  have  balanced  the  evil  and  the 
u  good,"  replied  Sir  Simon.  Granted  hd 
€i  has  immovably  fixed  his  heart  on  the 

"  daughter 


C    »5   3 

"daughter  of  this  honeft  tenant — fiay, 
"  nay,  he  added,  you  are  not  in  a  frame  of 
"  temper  to  fuffer  my  fentiments  to  ope- 
"  rate." 

"  What  is  to  follow  ?"  fhe  refumed. 
"  But  I  am  prepared.  Your  extraordi- 
"  nary  ideas,  in  diredt  oppofition  to  all  re- 
"  ceived  opinion,  I  am  no  ftranger  to/* 

"  My  extraordinary  ideas,  Madam,  have 
u  the  fan&ion  of  truth ;  and  you  muft  allow' 
ft  alfo,  that  my  judgement  has  not  been 
"  impeached  by  your  ladyfhip  fince  the 
"  all-hallowed  day  of  our  union.  If  you 
"  grant  me  this  as  an  encouragement  to 
"  proceed,  I  will  tell  you  why  I  do  not 
"  difapprove  of  Edward's  attachment/' 

"  Not  •  difapprove ! "  —  her  eyes  lifted 

)  ta  fh*»  rftilinor- 


up  to  the  ceiling, 


w  Contemplate  the  choice  couples  of  the 
u  age — fee  where  mental  and  corporeal  at- 
"  tra&ions  have  drawn  the  female  vidtim 
u  to  the  altar,  and  the  parent,  like  the 

«*  bearded 
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"  bearded  high  prieft  of  Pagan  fuperfts 
"  tion,  prepared  to  give  the  fatal  ftroke  to 
"  perfection  and  innocence.  Dreffed  out 
Mt  like  the  milk-white  heiffer  in  her  gar- 
<c  lands  and  perfumed  veftments,  (lie  is 
1 f  adorned  to  make  a  faicrifice  of  her  happi- 
"  nefstovice,  debility,  and  difeafe — and 
u  under  what  impofing  aufpices!  —the 
€€  fanftion  of  a  mercenary  parent — Reverie 
"  the  fcenery — Again  behold  the  magnifi- 
<c  cently  attired  vidtim—  a  blaze  of  light 
"  encircling  the  tiara — the  eaftern  gem 
u  fparkling  to  the  eye  of  the  prodigal  and 
u  proftituted  bridegroom  :  behold  the  ge- 
€€  nius  of  devoted  anguifh,  mifery  and  re- 
€t  pentance,  hovering  over  the  deluded 
€S  maid;  and  would  you,  waving  all  me- 
"  taphbr,  draw  conclufions  of  happinefs 
iC  from  thefe  ili-forted  marriages  ?" 


"  You  are  fo  ftrange,  Sir  Simon 

"  I  would  have  my  children  prudently 
"  married — and  as  the  approbation  of  the 
"  world" — • 

The  Baronet  repeating  the  words,  €  the 
4  approbation  of  the  world/—  "What  has 

"that 
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u  that  to  do  with  the  happinefs  of  our 
"  children  ?" 


"  Every  thing/'  replied  her  ladyfhip. 

"  Sacrifice  your  fame,  your  wealth,  your 
u  happinefs,  to  the  approbation  of  the 
<c  world,  Doftor.  (He  was  turning  to 
"  me)  it  will  grant  no  quarter  till  you 
u  have  beftowed  on  it  all  the  varied  in- 
"  cenfe  of  life. 

"  You  may  then  fink  into  a  fool,  and 
u  drop  into  the  grave  without  a  farewel 
"  tear  of  a  friend  died  over  your  obfe- 
cc  quies." 

"  The  approbation  of  our  hearts. 

"  Read  me  Edward's  letter  to  his  nurfe 
"  over  again  diftindlly,  Do&or." 

He  feemed  to  applaud  the  fentiments 
which  it  contained,  and  exclaimed, 
"  there  is  more  real  worth  in  the  fpring.of 
u  adion  from  the  heart,  than  in  all  the 

4S  forms 
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u  forms  invented  by  the  arts  and  collufions 
"  of  a  ridiculous  world  to  pave  our  way 
"  to  honour  and  glory." 

€s  And  fo,"  replied  her  ladylhip,  eredt, 
cold,  and  how  affuming  a  tone  which  (he 
thought,  no  doubt,  would  carry  conviftion 
along  with  it  — "  and  fo  the  boy  muft  be 
u  trufted  to  the  random  impulfe  of  a  fine- 
iC  feeling  heart,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  ftile 
u  it,  without  the  interpofition  of  a  friend 
cc  to  cure  him  of  his  romantic  ideas  ?  The 
"  letter  is  fit  for  a  circulating  library,  of 
"  novels ;  and  it  is  a  doubt  with  me  whe- 
*'  ther  it  is  not  copied  from  fome  new  ro- 
u  mance  of  the  day. 

u  In  More's  Enchiridion  Ethicum, 
u  which  you,  Dodtor,  once  put  into  my 
"  hands,  there  is  a  citation  from  Theages, 
€€  a  Greek  writer,  which  begins  with  Pa- 
"  rormesin  tina — There  is  an  impulfion 
u  and  a  certain  enthufiafm  alone  derived 
"  from  our  nature  without  our  previous 
*f  deliberation  or  eleftion. 

"  I  re- 
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€C  I  remember  it  well.  More  calls  it  m 
**  the  fame  chapter,  Murmur  et  fufurrus 
€€  divinioris  cujufdatn  Ugis. 

"  Great  God  of  nature,  that  thy  articu* 
cc  lating  voice  was  always  obeyed  in  thein- 
c<  telle&ual  region  of  the  earth!  What 
€€  idle  plans  and  filly  theories  have  human 
"  beings  invented  for  the  rule  of  their  hap- 
«  pinefs  !" 

€€  Speculations  of  intereft,  .  Do&or," 
cried  Sir  Simon. 

"  Neither  Greek  nor  Latin,    nor  the 
cc  fcorn  of  Sir  Simon,  (hall  change  my  fen- 
€€  tinjents  refpefting  the  decorum  and  or-  * 
€i  der  of  life,"  replied  Lady  Hales. 

€€  If  no  regard  muft  be  paid  to  form, 
M  and  w£  are  to  be  guided  by  firft  impref- 
a  fions,  there  would  foon  be  found  a 
fc  ftrange  jumble  in  fociety.  Our  fons 
"  would  be  coupled  to  our  fcullion 
"  wenches,  and  our  daughters  to  jockey 
"  boys — but  the  ladies,  Sir  Simon,  are  al- 
"  ways  held  at  a  moft  unmerciful  arm's 

"  length 
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**  length  in  your  cftimation  ;  and  as  for 
u  Do&or  Philpot,  it  is  very  plain  he  does 
"  not  believe  that  our  fex  is  by  any  means 
"  entitled  to  an  honourable  rank  fn  the 
"  fcale  of  creation." 


<c  Her  mind  is  big  with  fome  plan,  which 
u  will  require  all  my  Ikill  and  penetration 
cc  to  circumvent/'  faid  the  Baronet,  when 
{he  had  left  the  room,  and  before  I  had  re- 
gained my  chair,  after  rifing  to  open  the 
door  for  her. 

v  "  She  left  the  houfe  with  violence ;  and 
cc  if  I  do  not  fet  too  great  a  value  on  .my 
u  conceptions,  her  baggage  was  ordered 
"  for  a  longer  abfence — it  took  the  road  to 
u  her  old  friend  and  counsellor  Lady. 
"  Jekyll — there,  there,  believe  me,  dear 
*'  Doftor,  was  her  machination  centered— 
"  perhaps  it  was  well  (he  changed  her 
"  mind,  and  returned  in  better  temper — 
«€  I  had  wound  up  this  frame  to  the  con- 
4C  vincing  admonition  of  concurrence  and 
«  found  judgement,  and  then  it  is  dange- 
"  rous  to  tamper,  you  know. 

"  But 


**  But  the  Jekylls,  DoAor— there  h  a 

u  plot  working  in  that  quarter— My  boy 

"  allied  to  that  family  ! — Death  !  the  emaf- 

u  cuiated  fcion  of  an  Eaft-Indian  trafficker 

tt  in  human  blood,  to  contaminate  the  pure 

C€  current  of  Britiih  virtue! — Should  this 

•'  be  grafted  in  the  ancient  family  of  the 

"  Halefes  !— The  Jekylls  !— The  pride  of 

"  my  foul  rebels  — the  father  emerged  from 

"  a  purlieu  in  St.  James's  Street,  pimp,  pan- 

11  dor,  and  fycophant  -—I  knew  his  origin 

11  well  —  I  feel  a  (hame  burning  within  me 

u  which,  on  any  other  theme,  would  con- 

"  demn  this  railing — But  my  honeft  boy 

<c  Edward,  and  my, daughter  Sophy  too! — 

f<  Fie,  fie,  Lady  Hales;  this  mercenary 

"  temper  is  very  unhandfome. 

u.  The  fellow  ftood  once  at  my  back  with 
"  a  goblet  of  wine  in  his  hand— 

"  Doftor,  I  have  a  fcheme  to  impart  to 
"  you— Can  you  explain  to  me  what  Arif- 
"  totle  means  by  his  Uifiov  itroxX^  ? 
11  Edward  can  do  no  wrong  in  this  bufi- 
u  nefs."  —  He  was  determined  it  fliould 
have  its  courfe. 

Vol.1.  G  1  think 
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I  think  we  underftood  each  other,  and  I 
made  him  this  reply  as  we  parted,  Ucitum 
ejfe  quicquid  paffio  fuacUt. 

He  anfwered,  "  right,  right,  my  good 
,fl  friend;  you  have  divined  my  meaning." 


A  MIND   PROOF   TO    THE  SHARES  OF   AM- 
BITION.— From  theT^ottofs  note  book. 


WHEN  he  was  labouring  with  fbme 
big  projeft,  I  had  very  rarely  any  decifive 
induftion  into  it — in  his  peculiar  moments 
his  delicacy  was  (hocked  with  interrogation 
—and  I  have  oftentimes  applauded  the 
Baronet  for  this*  kind  of- mental  referve, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  like  thq  main  fpring 
of  a  machine,  operates  the  .more  forcibly 
by  its  retention.  In  his  defence  I  have  al- 
ways thought  it  argued  a  feeblenefs  of 
mind  for  men  to  be  always  blabbing  and 
^  prating 
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prating  of  their  prqje&s.  The  claim  of 
fnendfliip  may  be  too  voracious  in  thefe 
cafes — consultation  deftroys  the  fpring  of 
aftion  —  I  love  the  heart  to  be  its  own  mi* 
nifier  in  all  the  vibrating  pangs  of  cenfci* 
ence.  '  There  is  a  rhetoric  in  this  kind  of 
privy  coonfel  which  tranfceads  the  cold  and 
mercenary  caution  of  friend&ip,  when  the 
man  is  but  too  often  perplexed  in  his  own 
•afuiftry  and  felf  love* 

Yet,  as  foon  as  he  had  once  entered  the 
theatre,  the  cafe  was  altered — all  his  a&ioas 
were  divulged  to  his  mend. 

Though  by,  our  foregoing  converfatioii, 
what  with  ambiguous  phrafes,  and  woMs 
which  efcaped  from  the  overflowings  of  his 
heart,  I  had  collected  a  fufficient  ftore  of 
ideas  to  anticipate  the  fyftem  of  his  theory : 
I  had  no  thought  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  convert  the  fame  fo,  foon  into  prac- 
tice. This  being  the  cafe,  I  was  received 
into  his  ftudy,  and  made  acquainted  with 
his  Mowing  tranfaftion  with  Underwood  : 

G  %  He 
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He  had  ftroled  to  Oldthorpc  farm  — 
Mrs.  Underwood  received  him  with  a  timid, 
yet  fcrutinifing  countenance  —  fear  and 
anxiety  were  ftrongly  painted  in  her  coun- 
tenance. The  farmer  was  taking  the  rounds 
of  his  uplands.  His  chief  bufinefs  was 
with  the  hufband  ;  but  the  look  of  the  tre-- 
mulous  mother,  the  inquifitive  pervading 
eye  made  his  fenfes  rufh  upon  his  heart,  and 
he  was  conftrained  to  accoft  her. 

iC  Where  is,  your  daughter  Sufan  ?" — 
the  Baronet's  ufual  appellation. 

«  In  tears,  Sir." 

f  •  The  caufe,  good  woman  ? " 

w  She  has  been  reproved  by  my  hufband 
u  —there  was  fomething  in  her  drefs  which 
u  has  difpleafed  him ;  and  as  the  contents 
"  of  the  letter  from  Matter  Edward  has 
"  given  him  fo  much  uneafinefs,  there  is 
«  nothing  in  his  family  which  can  afford 
t€  him  any  pleafure  now.  He  fays  we  are 
<c  proud  and  prodigal,  and  we  are  ftriving 
ff  to  imitate  our  betters.     As  for  Fanny, 

"fhe 
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<c  (he  is  to  go  out  to  fervice  to  bring  down 
11  her  fpirit.  Samuel  has  been  all  the  day 
"  at  plough  to  break  himtrf  a  bad  cuftom; 
"  as  he  calls  it — reading  ftory  books,  and 
"  calling  accounts-  I  (hall  be  loath  to  part 
"  with  my  daughter,  Sir  Simon  :  {he  is 
"  now  turned  of  her  fixteenth  year,  and 
"  grows  fo  handy  in  the  family — looks 
"  after  the  dairy,  and  tends  her  little  bro- 
"  then  But  Richard  will  have  it  fo.  He 
u  talks  too  of  moving  to  Nettleby  farm 
"  next  Lady,Day — a  forry  kind  of  a  place, 
"  to  be  fure — but  he  fays  it  will  try  our 
"  induftry  the  more,  and  that  we  (hall  then 
lc  learn  to  be  fomething  better  than  gentle- 

*  folks." 

M  He  has  got  ftrange  notions  in  his  head, 
"  Sufan — I  always  thought  it  was  the  pride 
11  of  mod  families  to  rife  in  the  world,  and 
"  to  have  an  ambition  to  improve  their 

•  children." 

»     »  • 

u  Very  true,  Sir  Simon.    Thefe  are  my 

11  thoughts,  I  muft,  from  the  bottom  of  my 

"  heart,  confefs ;  but  I  am  obliged,  not- 

"  withstanding,  to  give  into  my  hufband** 

G  3  "morofe- 
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44  morofencfs.  I  have  given  my  pledge, 
44  you  know,  to  obey ;  and  obedience,  to 
44  be  {ure,  is  my  duty  :  but  I  cannot  help, 
"  for  all  that,  to  be  pleafed  when  I  fee  my 
"  fon  and  daughter  improve  in  their  learn* 
44  ing,  and  look  a  little  better  than  the 
44  clodpoles  around  us ;  and  notwithffiand- 
u  ing  his  railing  «fo  much  at  gentility,  I  am 
"  fure  there  is  more  goodnefs  and  virtue, 
44  and  I  may  fay  induftry  too,  to  be  found 
44  among  thofe  who  are  decently  brought 
44  up,  than  among  the  very  loweft  of  the 
44  villagers ;  who,  to  my  certain  know- 
"  ledge,  the  more  they  are  ragged,  poor, 
44  and  ignorant,  the  more  the  vices  gain 
44  ground  among  them." 

44  I  believe  it,"  replied  Sir  Simon.  a  Bui 
H  why  is  my  friend  Dick  Underwood  fb 
"  over-and-above  fevere  in  his  family  }" 

44  He  has  been  fo  ever  fince  die  ruin  of 
44  his  friend,  farmer  Sudbury's  family." 

DocTom 
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Mas.  tjnuerwood's  anecdote  put  into 

SOME    FORM    BY    PHILPOT. 

"  Farmer  Sudbury  had  two  fons  and 

€i  three  daughters.     He  was  always  for 

€€  pufhing  his  children,  as  he  called  it,  and 

"  fpared  no  pains  and  expence  in  giving 

"  them  the  beft  of  educations.     His  eldeft 

"  fon,  William,  he  put  under  a  noted 

"  lawyer  in  London ;  and  his  fon  Thomas 

"  he  fent  to  the  Univerfity  to  rife  in  the 

"  church.     The  three  girls  went  to  board- 

"  ing  fchools  at  thirty  pounds  a  year  each/ 

"  to  be  made  fine  ladies  of— and  fine 

"  ladies,  in  good  truth,  they  turned  out, 

M  Molly,  the  oldeft,  was  afked  by  her  mo 

u  ther,  Dame,  as  her  neighbours  ufed  to 

"  call  her,  toftand  at  the  wafh-tub;  but 

*<  (he  foon  gave  her  to  underftand,  that 

u  gentility  was  not  to  be  treated  in  that 

"  wife.  —  *  La,  mama/  faid  fhe,    *  the 

"  daughter  of  Mr.  Ebony,  the  cabinet- 

"  maker,  never   does  thefe  matters,    for 

"  her  mama  keeps  wafher-women  to  feve 

"  her  whkeTiands  from  growing  coarfe 

u  with  dabling  in  fope  fuds.' — The  girl 

"  was  now  rebuked  for  pride,  and  growing 

*'  above  her  femily.— Snubbed  perpetu- 

G4  '<aUy 
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u  ally  by  her  mother,  and  taught  by  a  town 
**  boarding  fchool  to  defpife  the  rufty 
"  roof  that  nurfed  her,  (he  foon  preferred 
"  the  abandoned  addrefles  of  a  gay  officer; 
"  and  with  the  promife  of  a  fmart  riding 
"  drefs,  and  aflurances  of  the  mod  faith- 
"  ful  love,  Mifs  Polly  left  her  home ;  and 
"  after  the  officer  had  boafted  for  a  few 
"  months  of  her  pretty  face  and  his  eafy 
"  conqueft,  (he  was  turned  off  to  feek  her 
"  fortune  with  fomefrefli  gallant. 

"  The  fecond  daughter,  Mifs  Lucy, 
"  was  taught  to  be  a  milliner,  and  arriving 
"  from  London  with  all  the  new  modes, 
"  (he  foon  turned  the  heads  of  all  the 
€t  laffes  of  the  village  about  fmart  caps 
"  and  flvurigig  bonnets.  But  Mifs  Lucy 
"  had  not  been  long  in  this  profeflion  be- 
"  fore  (he  was  obliged  to  decamp  fud- 
€t  denly,  and  was  not  heard  of  till  a  few 
"  months  afterwards,  to  the  great  grief  of 
€€r  poor  Sudbury  and  his  wife.  The  (lander 
"  of  the  village  fays  (he  was  obliged  to 
"  leave  her  (hop  for  the  fake  of  a  litdt 
"  bantling,  the  fruit  of  an  intrigue  with  a 
"  banker's  clerk  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

"  Lorn- 
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11  Lombard  Street,  of  the  age  of  eighteen, 
"  who  had  promifed  her  marriage  when  he 
<c  was  received  a  partner  in  the  houfe, 
"  which  might  be  fairly  computed,  on  the 
11  lapfe  of  at  leaft  twenty  years ;  provided 
"  his  fidelity  and  ability  were  fo  happily 
"  rewarded. 

"  The  youngeft  daughter  happening  to 
w  be  pock  marked,  and  fomewhat  ill— 
"  favoured,  the  mother  refolved  on  keep- 
11  ing  her  at  home  to  affift  in  the  family— 
"  but  jealous  of  her  lifters  better  fortune^ 
u  Ihe  was  always  twitting  her  parents  with 
"  their  partiality,  and  lamenting  her  own 
M  hard  fortune  in  beiiig  brought  up  in  that 
"  line  which  nature  had  originally  intended 
"  her  for.  The  infenfibility  of  her  own  fupe- 
c<  rior  happinefs  by  degrees  fubfided,  and 
"  (he  now  finds  Ihe  is  indebted  to  her  want 
"  of  perfonal  charms  for  her  prefent  pecu* 
"  liar  good  fortune  of  life. 

"  William,  the  lawyer,  by  ftudying  at 
"  the  Temple,  very  foon  grew  athamed 
"  of  bis,  home,  and  the  refpedable  fta- 
"  tioQ   of    his   parents.;    and   as   one   of 
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u  his  companions,  in  a  rude  vagary,  twit* 
44  ted  him  with  the  name  of  lawyer  butn- 
44  kin,  his  pride  infilled  on  the  fatisfa&ion 
44  of  a  gentleman,  and  he  was  (hot  through 
44  his  body  with  a  piftol  ball. 

44  Thomas,  the  parfon,  turned  his  coat 
44  for  a  red  one,  becaufe  the  farmers  in  the 
44  parifti  called  him  a  Methodift  preacher; 
"  and  his  father,  to  flatter  his  own  vanity, 
44  and  the  refentment  of  his  neighbours, 
44  bought  him  a  pair  of  colours  :  but  the 
44  palate  of  the  corps  not  relifhing  the  fon 
44  of  a  rich  and  refpe&able  yeoman  to  mefs 
44  with  them,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Eng- 
44  land  for  America  to  balance  the  want  of 
44  genteel  birth  with  his  perfonal  valour. 
€%  On  the  firft  day  of  his  landing,  fingled 
44  out  by  an  American  favage  behind  a 
44  bulh,  being  rather  too  proud  of  his 
44  cockade  and  gorget,  he  was  left  on  the 
44  fands  with  a  hole  through  his  body  by 
4%  the  ball  ©f  a  rifle — a  prey  to  fea  cormo- 
if  rants. 

44  Thus  ended  a  blooming  and  healthy 
"  line  of  poor  Sudbury,  who,  by  afpiring 


t   iji   3 

fC  to  raife  his  family  to  thofe  ftations  which 
"  were  only  peculiar  to  a  certain  defcrip* 
"  tion  of  people,  he  has  now  to  lament 
*f  his  abfiirdity  in  beftowing  an  education 
4€  on  his  children,  which  drew  upon  them 
**  the  greateft  curfe  and  vengeance  of 
«  fete." 

AN  ATTEMPT  TO  DELINEATE  CHARACTER. 

There  is  always  fome  leading  trait  in 
men  which  turns  their  thoughts  to  a  certain 
bias.  'Tis  in  vain  to  attempt  to  change  the 
courfe  of  their  adions  in  this  cafe—  danger 
is  generally  ftepping  in  between  our  good 
intentions,  when  we  are  throwing  a  check 
in  their  way  j  and  we  never  fail  to  find  them 
farther  off  the  game  of  their  happinefs,  not- 
withflanding  all  our  moft  fedulous  endea- 
vours to  turn  them  to  our  inclinations. 

The  heart  of  Underwood  had  been  for  a 
courfe  of  years  fixed  on  fome  improvements 
in  the  line  of  his  profeffion ;  which,  by  ah 
uncommon  (hare  of  enthufiafm,  he  had 
heated  iiis  fancy  ^ith,  and  which  had 
amounted,  in  his  mind,  by  a  fpecies  of  na- 

a  6  tural^ 
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tural  fophiftry,  to  the  moft  honourable  in 
the  JJritilh  dominiQns. 

He  had  gained  fome  premiums  from  the 
fociety  of  arts  and  fciences  for  his  ingenuity 
in  the  management  of  land;  and>  pofiefled 
with  an  enterprifing  fpirit,  he  was  fur* 
prifed  his  wife  and  children  did  not  give 
into  the  fame  fervour. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  for  the  Want  of  a 
worldly  participator  in  our  peculiar  no-. 
tions  of  happinefs — in  our  virtues,  follies, 
caprices,  whims,  or  frifkinefs,that  our  minds 
are  fometimes  inclined  to  return  inward 
upon  ourfelves,  and  we  then  are  tempted  to 
furvey  our  a&ions  with  gloom  or  morofe- 
jiefs. 

Sir  Simon  had  gained  the  upland  — 
Underwood  was  refting  himfelf  under  a 
hedge,  and  his  fon  Samuel  feated  at  a  fmall 
diftance  with  a  book  in  his  hand.  A  new- 
invented  plough  was  near  them — thehorfes 
eating  a  whifp  of  hay,  and  the  plough  boy 
exhilarating  nature  with  a  coarfe  repaft. 

When 
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When  the  Baronet  approached,  Under- 
wood rofe  up  with  a  fmile  on  his  face ;  and 
not  doubting  but  the  fame  of  his  plough 
had  been  the  caufe  of  his  vifit,  the  predo- 
minant paflion  of  his  heart  burft  forth  with 
die  moil  delegable  {tore  of  circuififtantial 
egotifin, 

Sir  Simon  heard  him  with  patience,  and 
he  fympathifed  with  his  animated  difcourfe 
on  the  improvements  of  his  farm. 

At  the  head  of  this  fedtion  was  prefixed, 
"  a  mind  proof  to  the  fnares  of  ambition/* 
It  is  here  necefiary  to  clear  up  the  ambi- 
guity of  the  expreffion.  The  remark  was 
intended  to  be  applied  to  my  honeft  friend 
Underwood.  But  in  the  develloping  of  his 
charafter  the  word  ambition  (hould  more 
intimately  apply  to  his  difclaiming  any 
views  of  raifing  his  family  to  a  ftation  in 
life  beyond  their  own  origin.  But  with 
him  this  glory  of  the  human  heart  paufed 
on  the  culture  of  his  grounds,  and  the  pre- 
tence of  proving  himielf  one  of  the  moft 
experienced  and   capable  farmers  in  the 

county  of  Kent.      And  fuch  is  man  in 

maxims 
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maxims  of  this  world's  happinefe,  that  all 
the  honours  of  opulence  and  exalted  con- 
ditions could  not  equiponderate  the  honour 
of  this  fpecies  of  popularity. 

Cenfure  me  not,  then,  to  whom  the  lefs 
penetrating  laws  of  human  nature  it  im- 
parted, when  thus  arrayed  in  the  grim  co- 
lours of  mifanthrophy.  I  am  curious  to 
difpoflefs  the  human  heart  of  its  iodepen* 
dant  honours,  and  to  affign  to  it  all  the 
felfi(h  arts  and  refources,  to  cozen  the  world 
with  its  falfe  pretentions. 

Perhaps  thou  art  moved  to  admire  the  firm 
integrity  of  Underwood  ?  But  when  thou 
art  informed  that  fordid  felftfhnefs  was  more 
manifefted  in  his  maxims  of  life  than  the 
defire  of  imparting  pleafure  and  a  recipro* 
cal  happinefs  to  his  wife  and  children, 
thou  mayeft  then  be  inclined  to  groupethis 
chara&er*  with  uiofe  whom  thou  haft  had 
difcernment  to  view  the  motives  of. 

.  However  ftrong  might  be  hir  natural  in- 
telligence, would  you  reafon  with  a  rufidc 
on  the  extraneous  happinefs  of  individuals  ? 

^  PuffeH 
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Puffed  up  with  a  fenfe  of  his  own  confe- 
quence  in  the  rank  which  he  holds  m  civil 
fociety,  he  has  not  fufficient  philanthrophy 
to  confider  that  he  reigns  defpotic  under 
his  own  thatch,  and  that  he  is  planning  a 
fyftem,  to  which  his  family  muft  yield  with 
die  moft  paffive  and  unlimited  obedience* 

Referved  for  the  taik  of  delicacy  and  re- 
finement, the  well-regulated  foul  will  not 
fuffer  its  own  maxims  to  be  fobverfive  of 
general  happinefs.  It  will  contemplate  the 
grand  theatre  of  life  on  a  broad,  varied, 
and  party-checkered  fcale  of  aftion ;  and 
though  it  may  endeavour  to  attract  the  no* 
dee  of  others  to  its  own  felfifh  inclinations, 
it  will  (till  admit  of  a  perfect  toleration  in 
all  its  intercourfes.  By  this  complacent 
rule  of  conduit  we  are  always  fure  on  our 
journey  to  pick  up  fome  well-difpofed  and 
cheerful  friend  to  beguile  the  time.  'Tis 
the  polite  traveller,  and  him  only,  who  can 
entertain  his  companion  with  good  humour 
and  urbanity  —  whether  the  viands  of  his 
friend  are  favoured  wkh  garlic  or  afafoetida, 
he  can  eat  his  own  mutton  without  a  naufea 
at  the  capricious  baut  gout. 


With  J 
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With  thcfe  fentiments  of  men  and  man- 
ners did  the  Baronet  accoft  his  tenant,  with 
whom  lie  withdrew  to  a  neighbouring  copfe 
-—but  they  were  fentiments— hufti — the 
pride  of  my  own  heart  is  here  intermed- 
ling— they  were  fentiments  of  my  own  fof- 
tering— it  was  my  own  filling  up  on  the 
grand  defign  of  nature  —  I  loved  the 
Baronet,  and  this  roafterfhip  of  finifhing  the 
pidture.dkl  noj  a  little  inftance  the  felf-love 
of  the  artift. 

"  I  am  come,"  fays  he,  "  to  aflt  your 
**  reafons  for  that  relu&ance  of  family  con- 
f?  neftion  which  you  difcovered  in  your 
"  converfation  when  you  put  into  my 
#"  hands  the  love  letter  of  my  fon  Ed- 
\*  ward  ?" 

Underwood  dared  —  feemed  not  to  com- 
prehend his  meaning. 

.  €€  You  oppofe  the  match  of  your 
"  daughter  to  the  heir  of  an  honourable 
"  title  and  great  eftates  —  On  what  other 
"  premifes,  than  from  a  fordid  conception, 
"  that  your  groveling  happinefs  will  be 

"  invaded 
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€€  invaded  by  a  change  of  condition  ?  Arc 
€€  you  afhamed  to  wear  a  better  coat,  or  to 
4€  fee  your  fervants  tilling  that  ground  to 
€€  which  your  fpirit  of  lucre  obliges  you 
€€  now  to  lend  an  affifting  hand  ?  Or  is  it 
4t  becaufe  a  fervile  cuftom  has  brought 
"  your  happinefs  down  to  the  contempla- 
"  tion  of  a  fine  field  of  wheat,  and  you  are 
"  difgufted  with  the  produce,  when  laid 
w  before  you  on  a  clean  cloth,  and  under  a 
cc  richer  canopy  than  you  pofiefs  at  Old- 
u  thorpe  ?  Let  me  hear  your  prejudice, 
"  fanner. 

."  Are  you  afhamed  to  fee  your  family 
"  profperous,  and  obftinate  in  refufing  a 
u  pofitive  good? — Do  you  fuffer  yourfelf 
11  to  be  overruled  by  your  leading  paffion 
u  of  inventing  new  ploughs  and  farming 
"  implements,  fo  as  not  to  beftow  a  thought 
"  on  the  leading  paffion  of  your  wife  and 
"  children  ?" 

Underwood  ftill  ftaring;  and  in  a  perfect 
maze  at  this  uncxpe&ed  overture,  was  at  a 
tofs  for  expreffion— the  Baronet  proceeded. 

"  The 
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u  The  letter  of  my  fon  to  your  daughter 
"  convinces  me  that  his  heart  has  received 
c<  an  early  impreffion,  which  time  will  not 
€€  efface  without  much  violence;  and  I 
#<  have  here  to  dread  the  confequence  of 
"  thofe  paffions  which,  when  once  averted 
u  from  their  natural  and  honourable 
"  courfes,  too  often  render  the  man  a  prey 
"  to  the  moft  fervile  and  profligate  princi- 
**  pies  of  pleafure.  I  am  willing  to  encou- 
u  rage  his  paffion  for  your  daughter,  my 
u  honeft  friend —There  is  an  argument  in 
u  his  letter  which  allures  me  of  the  right 
"  courfe  I  am  purfuing — it  will,  at  the 
"  beft,  be  but  an  experiment,  and  I  have 
"  only  myfelf  to  condemn  if  time  proves 
u  my  fyftcm  erroneous. 

"  Let  me  be  the  fecret  governor  of  yotor 
€(  family,  and  try  me,  whether  I  cannot  b* 
u  th^  beft  pilot  for  their  happinefs." 

The  farmer  caft  a  ftern  eye  on  the  Ba* 
ronet,  thanked  him  with  a  manlike  brevity 
for  the  high  honour  he  was  defirous  of  con- 
ferring on  his  family ;  but  perfifted  in  his 
refolution  to  wave  the  conne&ion. 

Inequa- 
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Inequality  of  ftations,  the  fcorn  of  his 
equals,  were  fome  of  Underwood's  feat- 
tered  expreffions. 

The  Baronet  readily  replied  to  his  ob- 
jections* 

"  My  fortune/'  fays  he,  u  will  bear  you 
"  through  the  malice  of  the  world.  I  will 
"  undertake  the  education  of  your  daughter 
"  till  Ihe  is  old  enough  for  marriage— this 
"  will,  perhaps,  force  the  prejudices  of  her 
"  ladyfhip  to  comply  with  my  fyftcm." 

Underwood  again  repelled  the  Baronet's 
lender  by  the  moft  fulleri  refinance. 


•ocToa 
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DOCTOR  PHILPOT  S  SKILL  IN  THE  HU- 
MAN HEART  DOUBTFUL— THE  NEGO- 
TIATION   REJECTED. 


V-J  N  the  return  of  the  Baronet  from  Old- 
thorpe  I  was  inftrudted  in  thefe  proceed- 
ings, and  the  budget  of  his  plans  opened. 

Having  failed  in  his  negotiations,  it  was 
my  turn  to  be  employed  in  the  embaffy. 

Fanny  was  to  be  fent  to  a  boarding 
fchool ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  two  years 
fhe  was  to  go  to  France,  to  be  under  the 
care  of  my  fifter  Gordon,  whofe  hufband 
had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  Steuart  caufe  in 
the  late  rebellion,  and  who  refided  at  Paris 
on  a  very  confiderable  income. 

.  To  this  mode  of  education  the  natural 
vanity  of  Mrs.  Underwood  would,  doubt- 
lefs,  affent ;  and  as  the  plot  would  be  kept 

a  per- 
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a  pcrfcft  fecret  from  Dady  Hales,  (he 
would  naturaHy  the  more  'readily  conform 
to  the  Baronet's  projects. 

We  were  thus  certain  of  the  mother— 
the  difficulty  to  conquer  the  father. 

On  the  fame  evening  I  therefore  repaired 
to  the  farm.  Underwood  had  juft  arrived 
from  his  daily  labour.  There  was  an  un- 
ufual  deje&ion  in  his  countenance — and  I 
thought  by  his  manner  he  had  anticipated 
my  vifit  as  arifing  from  the  overture  of  the 
Baronet. 

Having  had  frequent  opportunities,  on 
my  long  vifits  at  Boxley,  to  encounter  this 
farmer  in  my  folitary  walks,  and  holding  a 
converfation  with  him  on  the  tillage  of 
ground,  by  degrees  we  had  formed  a  kind 
of  focial  acquaintance,  and  in  time  I  had 
acquired  his  confidence. 

I  foon  opened  to  him  my  negotiation,  by 
afking  him  his  reafons  for  rejecting  the 
offers  of  the  Baronet. 

He 
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He  had  no  wifli,  he  faid,  to  alter  the  con- 
dition of  his  family. 

"  What,"  I  replied,  u  fuppofe  yoti 
€t  were  to  increafe  your  fortune,  by  your 
€i  ingenuity  and  fkill  in  the  culture  of 
"  your  eftate,  to  that  degree  as  to  enable 
u  your  family  to  live  independant,  and, 
* €  like  the  rich  man,  to  have  fervants  un- 
u  der  you,  to  fay  to  this  man,  Do  this, 
u  and  he  doth  it ;  to  another,  Come,  and 
u  he  cometh.;  would  you  rejed  this  blef- 
u  fing  of  your  Maker  ? 

u  In  the  language  of  a  divine,  1  muft 
"  avow,  that  if  it  has  pleafed  the  Al- 
"  mighty,  for  purpofes  beft  known  to  his 
"  great  wifdom,  to  fulfil  fome  great  defign 
u  of  his  providential  interference,  to  call 
"  you  to  a  more  exalted  ftation  in  life, 
"  fhould  you  not  exert  your  greateft  refo- 
"  lution  to  acquit  yourfelf  of  that  duty, 
«  and  accept  of  this  charge  as  coming 
€€  from  his  hands?  Surveying,  therefore, 
"  the  overture  of  Sir  Simon  in  a  religious 
u  fenfe,  does  it  not  become  your  effential 

"  duty 
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"  duty  to  beftow  upon  it  your  ferious  con- 
"  fideration? 


"  Again,  I  muft  briefly  ftate  to  you 
€#  other  fentiments  on  this  Angular  plan  of 
"  bappinefs  which  the  Baronet  had  <k- 
"  vifed  for  his  fon. 

u  Nature,  when  properly,  when  confif- 
u  tently  attended  to,  is  our  beft  guide  for 
u  happinefs  —  and  how  can  you  consider 
fC  the  attachment  of  a  young  couple  to  be 
c<  unnatural,  when  founded  upon  the  fame 
"  principles  ds  thofe  of  your  daughter  and 
"  Mr.  Edward." 

Finding  his  demurs  riling  upon  me,  'I 
repelled  them  fucceffively  by  anticipation, 
alluring  him,  that  he  might  be  ftill  confi- 
dered  as  the  independant  yeoman ;  and  as 
the  luftre  of  his  family  and  fortune  in- 
aeafed,  fo  he  might  have  a  far  greater  op-x 
portunity  of  proving  to  the  world  his  firm 
adherence  to  the  duties  of  his  profeffion, 
-  and  of  his  ftrength  of  mind  in  maintaining 
a  fpirit,  unlhaken  by  the  fmiles  of  fortunef 

and 
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and  a  judgement  unimpaired  by  its  luxu- 
ries. 

Thus,  with  Underwood's  prepofieffion  in 
my  favour,  and  the  moft  convincing  ora- 
tory on  my  fide,  poffibly  alfo  with  good 
hopes  that  a  little  of  worldly  vanity  might 
Ileal  into  his  heart,  I  fancied  his  inflexible 
fpirit  would  yield  to  my  argument. 

I  now  proved  to  him,  by  the  moft  indu- 
bitable fafr,  that  on  the  failure  of  fuccefs 
in  this  plan  of  matrimony,  in  cafe  of  a 
change  of  fentiment  on  the  fide  of  young 
Hales,  that  he  would  have  the  moft  com- 
petent fettlement  on  his  daughter — that  as 
the  fyftem  of  her  education  might  exceed 
the  ftationof  her  birth,  the  Baronet  had  come 
to  a  refolution  to  introduce  her  into  life  at  a 
proper  age  as  his  own  child,  and  to  give 
her  every  other  fuitable  advantage. 

In  reply  to  my  negotiation,  Underwood 
anfwered  to  the  following  purport : — That 
he  was  a  ftubborn  philofopher  in  his  prin- 
ciples of  happinefs— that  what  the  world 
efteemed  genteel  life,  he  confidered,  of  all 

things, 
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things,  the  mod  miferable.    There  could 
be  no  real  happinefs,  he  thought,  without 
mental  and  bodily  labour,  which  calm  in- 
dependence ferved  completely  to  bani(h» 
When  the  mind  is  left  to  its  own  refource, 
without  a  forcible  ftimulus  to  a&ion,  it  ge- 
nerally finks  into  indolence,  and  the  mod 
licentious  fentiments  take  pofleffion  of  it. 
That  his  obfervation  of  the  higher,  or  more 
Opulent  orders  of  fociety,  had  led  him  re- 
peatedly to  this  opinion,  and  he  therefore 
would  obftinately  adhere  to  thefe  fentiments 
which  convi&ion  had  forced  upon  him— • 
fentiments  which  would  incline  him  to  ac- 
cept of  an  honourable  mediocrity,*  united 
with  compulfion  to  labour,  the  dower  which 
he  intended  to  bellow  on  his  daughter,  in 
preference  to  the  mod:  fplendid   ftation. 
The  latter  the  human  mind  could  not  al- 
ways have  fufficient  fortitude  to  manage 
with  prudence,  while  the  fprmer  was  almoft 
certam  to  lead  the  pofleflbr  to  a  more 
eminent  degree  of  happinefs  in  this  life. 


From  thefe  fentiments  he  was  fixed  in 
his  refolutions  to  refufe  his  daughter  to  the 
fon  of  the  'Baronet,  were  he  even  to  be 

Vol.  I.  H  ccrtm^* 
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certain  the  match  would  prove  acceptable 
in  the  eye  of  all  his  coijne&ions.  That  the 
young  folks  could  not*  at  their  time  of  life, 
fall  martyrs  to  a  childifli  paffion,  and  that 
Sir  Simon  Hales  could  doubtlefs  difcover 
fome  other  method  of  feting  his  fon  in  a 
{Hie  of  marriage  to  his  withes. 

Struck  with  fentiments  delivered  to  me 
nearly  in  a  fimilar  form*  I  could  not  fail  to 
confider  Underwood  in  the  light  of  fome 
primitive  fage  which  might  ferve  to  adorn 
the  page  of  antierit  hiftory. 

To  reply  — to  endeavour  to  foil  him, 
armed  with  fuch  formidable  weapons,  would 
be  a  talk  beyond  the  art  of  a  Grecian  fo- 
phift  or  declaimer. 

In  filence  I  gave  up  the  point — but  I  re- 
quefted  to  fee  the  little  ele&  of  Edward's 
heart  before  I  took  my  leave  of  this  truly- 
dignified  character  of  a  Britifti  yeoman. 

The  countenance  of  Mrs.  Underwood 

brightened 
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brightened  on  my  requeft,  and  fhe  left  the 
room  to  fetch  her  daughter. 

But  (he  foon  returned  with  great  appear- 
ance of  agitation — Fanny  was  no  where  to 
be  found.  It  was  far  beyond  the  ufual  hour 
of  her  abfence  from  the  premifes  of  the 
farm— fervants  weredifpatched— no  tidings 
—our  anxieties  increafed — night  was  draw- 
ing on  apace — Underwood  himfelf  began 
to  difcover  fome  difquietude. 

All  the  grounds  were  fearched  near  the 
houfe,  and  a  perpetual  (houting  kept  up 
for  the  fpace  of  fome  hours,  and  every 
exertion  made  ufe  of  to  difcover  her  in 
vain. 

Mrs.  Underwood,  in  a  paroxifm  of  dif* 
tradion,  wandering  over  the  houfe,  and 
delivered  up  to  the  moft  heart-rending 
anguifh. 

Her  hufband  had  faddled  one  of  his 

fleeted  horfes,  and  was  mounted  to  ride 

over  the  country  in  purfuit  of  her.    Two  of 

H  2  th# 
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the  fervants  were  difpatched  to  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  and  I  myfelf  prepared  to 
fet  off  for  Boxley,  where  I  was  in  hopes  of 
gaining  fome  intelligence  of  this  extraordi- 
nary circumftancc. 


CKlTI- 
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CRtTICA*.    EVENT   IN   THE    FAMILY    OF 
THE  VAXESES. 

Still  continued  from  the  Dofior's  note  book. 

V/N  my  return  to  the  fioxley  manfion 
iny  furprifc  was  very  great.  The  fon  of  my 
friend  and  patron  was  returned  from  Wcft- 
minfter. 

To  fee  him  at  this  criticaljunfture  could 
hot  fail  of  confirming  me  in  my  fentiments, 
that  he  was  the  caiife  of  the  unhappinefs  at 
Oidthorpe.  But  I  was  foon  undeceived 
in  my  too  hafty  conceptions — Cautious  and 
miftruftfol  age  is  always  fevere  in  its  cen- 
fures  of  yotith. 

The  Baronet  was  in  uncommon  fpirits, 
and,  with  a  countenance  of  unufual  hila- 
rity, prefented  me  with  the  following  letter 
—it  was  from  the  head  matter  of  Weft- 
minfter : 

H  3  "I  now 
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"  I  now  return  your  fon  with  a  mind 
"  that  does  honour  to  this  foundation,  and 
"  to  thofe  who  have  been  entrufted  with 
u  the  fuccefs  of  his  natural  talents. 

Cl  It  would  be  doing  injuftice  to  the  unli- 
"  mited  confidence  which  you  have  placed 
"  in  me,  were  I  not  to  make  him  the  met 
€€  fenger  of  thefe  favourable  fentimentSj 
"  and  to  give  you  the  earlieft  information 
"  of  his  fitnefs  for  an  immediate  introduc- 
"  tion  to  either  of  our  Univerfides?* 

When  T  had  pejrufed  the  letter,  Sir  Simon 
approached  me  with  a  repetition  of  delight, 
and  enquired  after  the  fuccefs  of  my  nego- 
ciation  with  Underwood. 

We  had  retired  apart,  and  I  informed 
him  of  the  ftrange  and  melancholy  tale  of 
the  lofs  of  Fanny. 

But  when  I  related  to  him  the  inflexibi- 
lity of  Underwood,  he  feemed — were  it  pot 
iible,  equally  furprifed,  at  the  farmer's 
firmnefs. 

We 
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We  now  fixed  our  fufpicions  without  re- 
ferve'  on  Lady  Jekyll's  machination  ;  con- 
lidering  no  other  than  that  fhe  having 
heard  from  Lady  Hales  the  connection  of 
Edward,  had  contrived  to  get  the  little 
Fanny  out  of  the  way,  to  favour  her  views 
of  a  match  between  her  daughter  and  his 
fon  —  and  to  operate  this  fcheme,  he  had 
marked  down,  on  the  (core  of  probability, 
diat  the  widow  of  a  Nabob  would  not  feel 
the  leaft  compun&ion  of  conscience,  were 
fhe  to  carry  it  by  the  blacked  of  all  poffible 
iniquity. 

It  was  now  confidered  as  a  matter  of  fe- 
rious  concern  to  keep  Edward  a  perfect 
ftranger  to  this  event :  for  the  Baronet  could 
think  no  other,  than  a  youth  of  a  natural 
tender  heart  and  fine  feeling  would  be 
feized  with  a  too  forcible  fhare  of  grief  on 
this  occafion. 

The  letter  to  Mrs,  Underwood  he  de- 
clared to  have  been  the  effufions  of  no 
common  tender  inclination  for  the  fex— 
there  was  a  marked  refle&ion  and  a  digefted 
fyftem  which  run  through  the  whole— it 
H  ^  became 


became  him  then  to  treat  the  fentiments  of 
his  child  with  refped  and  the  greateft  cau- 
tion— for  he  faid  he  had  but  too  often  rea- 
fon  to  remark  in  life,  the  negligent  conduct 
of  parents  as  to  fimilar  fentiments  of  their 
children  — the  caufe  of  all  their  future 
mifery — the  caufe  of  relaxation  in  their 
morals— the  caufe  of  the  diffipation  of  their 
fortunes — lofs  of  health— lofs  of  reputation 
— whereas,  if  fimilar  fentiments  were  cau- 
tiously cherifhed  and  matured,  they  might 
rcfieft  the  higheft  honours  on  the  human 
foul— •■they  would,  doubtlefs,  turn  out  the 
bed  of  all  poffible  good. 

"  Not,*1  lays  he,  ^  but  I  would  in  pre- 
"  ference  have  chofen  my  fon  to  be  allied 
"  to  more  fukable  conditions — yet  feeing 
"  that  chance  has  {o  operated,  I  confider 
"  it  as  my  greateft  pleasure  and  duty  to 
"  accept  of  the  minor  evil,  and  to  order 
"  the  plan  of  his  engagement  with  more 
"  confiftency.  But,  my  dear  Do&ar,"  he 
continued,  "  you  fee  my  plan  is  fruftratcd, 
«  and  I  fear  the  boy  will  be  greatly  hurt 
"  by  thefe  accidents 

"Youth 
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"  Youth  will  pair  like  the  turtle  dove — 
"  its  little  parties  (hould  be  watched  witli 
"  uncommon  diligence.  Early  principles, 
"  prejudices,  impreflions,  likes  and  dif- 
"  likes,  are  not  foon  diflodged  from  the 
$t  tender  fancy.  Age,  fowered  with  worldly 
"  difappointments,  generally  contemplates 
"  the  paft  paflages  of  life,  and  it  paufes 
11  where  its  troubles  have  been  feverely 
*  felt.  My  boy  will  never  forget  his 
"  Fanny ;  and  myfelf*  Dodtor — I  have  had 
"  my  innocent  days  of  frolic  too." 

But  he  did  not  proceed — the  Baronet  was 
much  chagrined  at  the  event,  and  he  fore- 
boded  a  coming  evil. 

It  was  planned  that  I  fhotild  accompany 
Edward  to  Cambridge— that  he  was  to  re- 
main but  a  few  days  at  Boxley,  and  we  were 
to  watch  his  motions*— the  time  was  to  be 
hid  out  in  parties  to  withdraw  his  intentions 
from  vifiting  Oldthfcrpe. 

Two  days  elapfed — Underwood  ufed  his 

unremitting  diligence,  night  and  day,  to 

difcover  his  daughter ;  but  he  had  returned 

H  5  » 
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to  his  hoiife  without  any  fuccefs,  and  greatly 
fatigued  in  body  and  mind. 

On  the  third  day,  in  the  morning,  Ed- 
ward did  not  make  his  ufual  appearance  at 
the  breakfaft  hour.  On  enquiry  he  had 
been  obferved  early  to  take  the  road  to- 
wards Oldthorpe.  A  fervant  was  imme- 
diately difpatched,  and  intelligence  brought 
that  he  had  been  at  the  farm  :  and,  to  add 
to  the  increafing  anxieties  of  the  Baronet, 
one  of  the  beft  hunters  was  found  miffing 
from  the  ftable,  which  caufed  a  conje6fcure 
that  he  had  returned  home,  and  fet  off  on 
fome  projeft. 

Mrs.  Underwood  had  been  feized  with  a 
delirium  from  her  grief,  and  was  confined 
to  her  bed  in  the  moft  alarming  ftate  of 
health — but  what  caufed  fome  degree  of 
fufpicion  on  the  fide  of  a  fervant  maid  was, 
after  the  departure  of  Edward  Hales,  which 
was  fudden,  and  attended  with  great  rapi- 
dity, the  girl  had  immediately  abfeonded. 

Thus,  with  a  bofom  teeming  with  the 
greateft  fufpence  imaginable,  he  was  loft 

in 
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in  conje&ure,  not  knowing  what  inter- 
pretation could  be  put  on  his  depar- 
ture. 

However,  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon, 
the  carriage  of  Lady  Jekyll  drove  to  the 
door  with  great  hafte — fome  light  was  now 
introduced  in  this  extraordinary  affair. — 
She  came  to  report  the  ftate  of  her  fon, 
who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  morning, 
been  violently  affaulted  by  Eidward  Hales; 
and,  after  having  undergone  a  fevere  horfe- 
whipping,  he  fet  off  with  the  fame  rapidity 
he  came  with. 

Lady  Jekyll  had  arrived  to  enquire  into 
this  procedure,  to  know  why  her  fon  had 
fallen  under  young  Hales's  difpleafure,  and 
for  which  purpofe  the  preliminary  01  her 
difcourfe  was  decorated  with  much  afperity. 

But  Edward  Hales  was  no  where  to  be 
found — the  Baronet  in  the  greareft  poffible 
agitation  of  fpirit  —  divided  in  his  mind — 
uncertain  whether  to  putfue  his  fon,  or  to 
wait  the.  iffue  of  his  return. 

H  6  At 
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At  intervals  the  fteady  turn  of  Edward 
•gave  him  fortitude  ;  at  others,  the  impetu~ 
ofity  of  youth  hurried  his  fenfes  to  the 
ftretch  of  inquietude.  In  this  conflict  I 
gave  my  advice,  and  produced  this  argu- 
ment for  his  confolation — To  fubmit,  and 
patiently  to  repofe  confidence  in  the  con- 
dud  of  his  fon. 

We  had  learnt  that  he  had  been  early  to 
Oldthorpe  —  that  he  muft  have  been  in- 
formed of  the  loft  of  his  favourite  Fanny— 
the  abfconding  of  the  maid — the  chaftife- 
ment  of  young  Jekyll  afforded  every  ftrong 
rcafon  to  conjedure  that  he  had  gained 
fome  intelligence  which  would  lead  to  her 
difcovery. 

Thefewere  the  moments  in  which  the 
cnrcrprifing  fpirit  of  youth  was  fired  with 
adventure—the  oeurfe  muft  be  taken — my 
friend,  the  Baronet,  muft  wait  the  confc- 
quence — Edward  had  ingenuity,  perfever- 
ance,  and  courage — From  the  description 
of  Lady  Jekyll,  her  fon  had  received  the 
moft  fevere  cafiigatioh  from  Edward;  but 

the 
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the  ttufe  of  the  offence  Che  Teemed  to  be 
petfe&ly  innocent  of. 

We  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  ac- 
company this  lady  to  her  houfe,  where  we 
were  in  hopes  tQ  acquire  fame  infight  into 
the  myftery  ;  and  to  this  her  ladyfhip  af- 
fented,  but  not  without  certain  marks  of 
hefitation. 

At  the  inftant  young  Jeky  11  obferved  us 
ftepping  out  of  the  carriage,  he  was  im- 
preffed  with  terror  and  alarm-  Whether 
afraid  of  a  fecond  onfet,  or  overawed  by 
his  appearance,  his  uneafinefs  feemed  very 
*  confpicuous  j  which,  being  obferved  by 
Sir  Simon,  he  urftanrfy  put  interrogatories 
to  him — hefitation  followed — he  looked  at 
his  mother* 

It  was  now  obvious.they  were  both  con- 
cerned ia  a  plot  which  refpe&ed  thelofs  of 
the  lkjfc  Fanny;  and  hk  former  furprife 
bei^g:  thus  ftfeagtfeened  by  the  hefitation 
of  ifee  $my  4«ihM  ftee*,  tkwgh  exprcf- 

five, 
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five,  appeal  to  his  mother,  caufed  him  to 
charge  her  ladylhip  on  the  fpot  with  being 
a  party  concerned  in  the  affair. 

Young  Jekyll  trembled. 

Her  ladyfhip  accufed  Sir  Simon  of  rude- 
nefs  and  effrontery. 

This  was  no  time,  he  replied,  for  much 
ceremony — and  added,  that  he  was  well 
convinced  her  fon  would  not  have  received 
chaftifement  from  the  hands  of  his  fon  Ed- 
ward, unlefs  he  had  well  merited  it. 

At  this  period  the  young  man's  tutor, 
with  much  pertnefs,  ftepped  forward,  and 
advifed  them  not  to  4nfwer  the  Baronet. 
He  was  a  witnefs,  he  faid,  to  the  affault 
which  young  Hales  had  committed;  and 
he  told  Lady  Jekyll  to  move  the  fame  in  a 
court  of  law. 

i 

Here  Sir  Simon  lifted  up  his  cane  as  if 

inclined  to  lay  the  feme  over  his  (houlders 

.  —But  Mr.  M'Currygrace,  the  name  of  the 

tutor,  thought  proper  to  retreat  with  young 

Jekyll. 

To 
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To  acquire  information  in  this  intereft- 
ing  affair  now  exceeded  our  (kill.  Lady 
Jekyll  affiimed  a  tone  of  imperioufnefs— 
talked  of  juftice— fneered  at  the  Baronet's 
heat  of  temper — and  protefted  that  his  ac~ 
dilations  were  erroneous. 

Her  declarations  were  fcarcely  finifhed 
when  a  country  wench  was  feen  entering 
the  court  yard,  whom  we  had  paffed  on  the 
road,  and  who,  having  efpied  us,  inftantly 
made  up|  and  defired  to  fpeak  with  the 
Baronet  apart. 

The  girl,  obferved  by  young  Jekyll, 
made  him  fneak  into  the  houfe.  —  "  Sir, 
"  may  it  pleafe  your  honour  to  forgive 
"  me ;"  —  and  here' (he dropped  upon  her 
knees,  with  her  blue  apron  up  to  her  eyes, 
fobbing  and  begging  forgivenefs  without 
intermiffion — accufing  young  Jekyll  as  the 
inftigator,  and  of  having  received  a  bribe 
from  a  gentleman  on  a  vifit  at  her  ladyfhip's 
houfe. 

After  thefe  ebullitions  of  repentance  were 

over, 
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over,  we  foon  acquired  the  following  true 
ftate  of  the  cafe. 

This  girl  was  the  abfeonded  fcrvant  of 
farmer  Underwood,  who  had  been  fubomed 
by  young  Jekyll  to  trepan  Fanny  to  the 
fide  of  the  London  road,  where  there  was 
a  poQ~chaife  in  waiting ;  wherein  was  feated 
a  Mr.  Fitz-Morri6;  the  fon  of  a  Vifcount  of 
that  name,  who  had  been  at  Lady  JekylFs 
op  a  (hooting  party,  and  an  intimate  of 
her  fon,  who  was  alfo  there,  and  into  which 
(he  was  forced  by  the  violence  of  the  party. 

Tbe -country  giri  continued,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  Edward  Hales  had  difco vered  the 
grcateft  marks  of  grief  and  indignation 
when  he  heard  of  Fanny's  departure,  and 
that  his  agony  had  melted  her  into  a  con- 
feffiofe  of  her  crime. 

Fits-Morris  bad  made  repeated  vifits  to 
ddthorpe  tinder  various  pretences,  and 
had  endeavoured  to  infinuate  himfelf  into 
tKe  maid's  favour  to  accomplish  his  ends  in 
the  fedu^ion  of  Fanny ;  but  not  fucceed- 
i«g,in  his  paffion,  he  had  contrived  the  in- 

fidious 
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fidious  meafurc  of  forcing  her  to  elope  with 
him. 

Thus,  with  the  counfel  of  the  maid*  and 
the  contrivance  of  Fitz-Morris,  the  plot 
fucceeded— but  how  profecuted,  the  confe- 
rences of  this  defperate  and  abandoned 
projed  muft  difcorer. 

When  Edward  Hales  had  received  the 
information  of  the  maid,  the  plot  of  Fitz- 
Morris  remained  with  young  Jefcyll,  and 
he  was  therefore  determined  to  fofce  him 
to  that  confeffion  which  might  lead  to  the 
dtfeorery  of  his  beloved  Fanny. 

Having  obtataed,  by  corporeal  chaftife- 
mear,  the  courfe  which  Fitz-Morris  had 
taken,  it  was  obvious  he  was  fmitten  with 
die  true  (pint  of  eoterpiife,  and  that  he 
would  effeft,  were  it  poffible,  her  refcue 
from  the  iniquitous  attemjpt  of  this  liber- 
tine* 

Lady  Jekyll  was  now  abafhed  and  conr 
fronted  with  the  nature  of  her  fon's  per- 
fidy ;  and  the  Baronet  and  myfelf  returned 

to 
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to  Boxley  with  ho  fmall  fhare  of  indigna- 
tion  againft  her  infidious  machinations, 
and  with  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  of 
fome  defperate  proceedings  on  the  fide  of 
Edward. 

We  now  concluded,  that* the  moft  pru- 
dent method  to  adopt  would  be  to  fet  off 
for  town ;  and,  having  every  intelligence 
requifite  to  put  us  on  a  favourable  traft,  we 
entertained  the  beft  hopes  of  making  a  full 
difcovery  in  this  affair. 

On  our  arrival  the  Baronet  ordered  his 
travelling  chaife  at  the  door,  and  we  both 
afcended.  At  Chatham  we  heard  of  Fitz- 
Morris,  and  his  fon.  The  latter  was  on 
horfeback,  and  purfuing  his  courfe  towards 
town  with  much  fpeed  :  but  his'purfuit  be- 
ing fome  days  after  the  expedition  of  Fitz- 
Morris,  we  were  apprehenfive  that  the  un- 
happy Fanny  might  be  expofed  to  his  de- 
vifes. 


THE 
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THE    TOWN    EXPEDITION. 

ON  our  arrival  in  town  we  immediately 
repaired  to  Lord  Fitz-Morris's.  Our  en- 
quiries after  his  fon  were  naturally  fudden, 
and  without  much  referve* 

The  Vifcount  was  an  acquaintance  of  Sir 
Simon  Hales's,  and  he  received  us  with  re- 
fpeft  and  attention*  He  lamented  the  dif- 
fipated  and  unfteady  conduct  of  his  fon ; 
and  knowing  he  had  been  on  a  vifit  in  his 
neighbourhood  at  Lady  Jekyll's,  he  au- 
gured that  his  condud  had  been  the  caufe 
of  our  vifit. 

Sir  Simon,  with  brevity,  only  fignified 
that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  a  meeting  tak- 
ing place  between  him  and  his  fon  Ed- 
ward; and  as  it  concerned  a  matter  of 
offence  committed  in  the  neighbourhood, 
in  which  he  was  himfelf  much  interefted, 
he  was  therefore  defirous  of  interpofing 

betweaa 
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between  them,  left  any  alarming  confc- 
quences  might  enfue. 

w  Sir,"  replied  theVifcount,  "  my  fon 
u  unfortunately,  by  the  caprice  of  an  aunt, 
f '  is  now  his  own  mailer ;  and  having  juft 
u  left  the  Univerfity,  he  has  entered  life 
.'*  with  a  commiffion  in  the  dragoons  — 
««  always  the  enfignia  of  difiipatitfn  and 
*  imprudence— I  am  forry  to  fay  his  paf- 
"  fions  are  too  much  afloat-— I  do  not  wifh 
"  to  enquire  particularly  into  his  eonduft 
**  in  your  neighbourhood  i—  He  is  old 
"  enough  to  be  his  own  arbiter  in  thole 
"  matters  which  may  concern  his  honour— 
"  I  (hall,  therefore,  ncft  fcreen  him  from 
u  either  your's,  or  your  fon's  purfuits." 

There  was  a  lingular  indifference  in  his 
lordfhip's  converfation  refpe&ing  his  .fon— 
which,  pdffibly,  arofe  from  his  own  attach- 
ment to  the  gaitie  of  life,  treating  the  in- 
difcretions  of  his  fon  with  levity,  perhaps 
to  palliate  his  own;  but  more  particularly 
from  the  tittle  power  he  had  over  him  in 
confequence  of  a  large  fum  of  money  be- 
queathed to  him  by  a  foolifti  fond  relation 

when 
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when  he  came  of  age,  which  would  render 
him  perfe<5tly  independant  of  parental  au- 
thority— Ridiculous  and  mifplaced  affe&ion 
of  kindred,  to  alienate  the  child  from  the 
parent,  to  make  their  interefts  feparable, 
ajid  to  fubvert  the  natural  power  of  the 
latter. 

Fkz-Monis,  not  to  be  circumvented  in 
his  purfuit,  had  taken  up  his  refidence  at 
a  hotel  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saint 
James's  Street;  and  it  was  to  that  place 
we  were  diredted  to  procure  farther  intelli- 
gence. 

Wc  arrived  at  the  hotel,  of  courfe,  late 
ia  the:  evening— Fitz^Morris. was  gone,  to 
the  opera  —  We  heard  that. Edward  and 
another  youth  of  the  fame  age  had  been 
only  a  few  hours  before  makings  the  lame 
enquiries. 

Thus  our  time  had  been  well  difppfed— 
to  the  opera  then  we  polled. 

How    dreadful   the    agitation    of  the 

Baronet's    mind  1    We   heard   there  had 

^  been 
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had  been  a  difturbance  in  the  houfe,  from 
the  appearance  of  two  Weftminfter  youths, 
as  report  (tiled  them,  who,  entering  the 
pit,  one  of  them,  with  great  fpirit'  and  re- 
fblution,  had  threatened  to  cane  a  gentle- 
man, and  which  threat  he  accompanied 
with  fuch  epithets  as  could  not  be  paffed 
over  without  an  immediate  appeal  to  the 
field  of  honour.  To  which  the  indignant 
youth  immediately  challenged  his  adver- 
fary. 

The  parties  had  retired,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  entertained  but  a  duel  had  taken 
place. 

Thus  prepoflefled  with  a  circumftance  of 
this  dreadful  nature,  fo  very  trying  to  the 
feelings  of  a  fond  parent,  we  both  made 
the  bed  of  our  way  to  Fitz- Morris's  hotel. 

There  we  alfo  had  a  better  chance  of 
hearing  the  earlieft  news  of  the  combat ; 
as  alfo  we  had  an  opportunity  of  gaining 
fome  farther  light  into  his  procedure  with 
the  fair  daughter  of  farmer  Underwood. 

On 
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On  our  arrival  again  at  the  hotel  we  were 
immediately  ftruck  with  a  more  than  ufual 
buftle.  On  enquiry  we  found  it  arofe  from 
a  report,  that  Fitz- Morris  had  received  a 
wound  in  a  duel,  and  was  at  an  adjoining 
tavern  where  the  rencontre  had  taken  place. 
His  fervant  arriving  almoft  at  the  inftant 
we  had  received  this  information,  t6  exe- 
cute fome  command  of  his  mafter,  related 
the  following  particulars : 

That  he  had  been  accofced  at  the  opera 
by  a  young  gentleman,  and  fome  afts  of 
violence  having  taken  place,  they  hafl  de- 
cided in  giving  each  other  a  meeting  at  the, 
tavern  in  queftion,  where  his  mafter  had 
that  moment  been  wounded,  but  not  in  any. 
material  part  of  the  body,  fo  as  to  occafion 
any  apprehenfion  of  danger:      •       *     * 

» 
The  Baronet  having  acquired  this  infor- 
mation, and  hearing  that  Edward  had  re- 
ceived no  injury,  it  now  became  our  bufi. 
nefs  to  enquire  out  his  fituation,  and  the 
fpot  where  he  was  to  be  found.  Our  con- 
clufions  were,  to  fee  Fitz-Morris,  or  his 
furgeon,  and  to  gadier  every  information 

poffibie 
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*  ^  poflible*— though  at  the  fame  time  we  were 
not  a  little  rejoiced  to  hear  die  affair  had 
taken  fuch  a  favourable  turn;  flattering 
ourfdves  alio,  that  our  young  adventurer, 
like  a  fecond  Amadis  de  Gaul,  would  by 
thk s  have  chfcovered  his  beloved  hefoine. 

Fitz-Morris's  fervant  had  fcarcely  paffed 
us  when  he  cried  out,  "  Sir,  Sir,,  the 
"  young  gentlemen  are  coming."  Cafting 
our  eyes  towards  the  door  of  the  hotel,  we 
obferved  Edwarii  and  his  friend  Cornwall 
entering,  and;  to  their  no  fmall  furprife, 
particularly  to  that  of  tke  former,  Sir  Simon 
caught  them  both  by  their  arm,  before 
they  had  a  glimpfe,  in  the  impetuofity  of 
their  motion,  of  his  perfon. 

"  Oh,  oh,  Sir,"  fays  theBaronet,  "  what 
4€  defperate  a&ion  have,  you  now  on  foot  ? 
"  Any  more  of  your  foes  to  piftol  ?" 

Edward's  heart,  feized.  with'  a  panic 
and  furprife,  gave  him  no  power  of  utter- 
ance; and,  looking  up- in  his  father's  face 
with  a  countenance  extremely  expreffive  of 

the 
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the  great  perturbation  of  his  foul,  burfts  into 
a  flood  of  tears. 

They  retired  into  a  room  apart — my  pre- 
fence  of  mind  was,  on  this  occafion,  not 
wanting ;  and  laying  hold  of  the  fervant  of 
Fitz-Morris,  I  questioned  him  with  point 
and  threat  as  to  the  arrival  of  his  mafter 
with  a  young  girl  out  of  Kent. 

The  fellow  looked  confeffion — I  followed 
up  my  advantage;  and  having  affured 
him,  that  if  any  proof  could  be  brought 
that  he  was  a  party  concerned  in  this  affair, 
that  the  laws  of  the  country  would  be  fe- 
verely  applied  to  inflid  on  him  the  moft 
exemplary  punifhment  for  his  infamy  — 
that  the  only  remedy  to  exculpate  him- 
felf  from  this  affair,  and  alfo  to  fave  his 
mafter  the  ignominy  of  being  brought  to 
public  juftice,  would  be  to  divulge  every 
thing  which  he  knew  in  this  iniquitous 
bufinefs. 

Alarmed  at  my  repeated  threats,  and 
the  energy  of  my   proteftations,   he   af- 

VOL.I.  I  fored 
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furcd  me  that  he  would  give  me  all  the  in- 
telligence he  was  matter  of. 

Dire&ing  my  enquiry  as  to  efientials,  I 
now  learnt,  that  Fitz-Morris  had  been 
given  to  underftand  that  Fanny  Under- 
wood had  an  impure  attachment  to  Edward 
Hales,  and,  as  fuch,  he  did  not  confider  his 
artifice  to  carry  her  off  in  the  yery  criminal 
light  which  1  had  painted  it. 

Determined  to  lofe  no  time,  I  fent  word 
to  my  friends  that  I  was  engaged  on  a  cotn- 
miffion  of  fome  importance,  and  defired 
they  would  not  think  of  leaving  the  hotel 
till  my  return. 

The  houfe  which  the  valet  conducted 
me  to  was  at  no  great  diftance.  I  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  a  fervant  maid  appeared* 
I  enquired  for  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe — I 
was  fhewn  into  a  parlour,  and  a  well- 
dreffed  lady  made  her  appearance- 

"  Madam,  I  have  information  that  you 
*<  have  had  brought  to  your  houfe,  by  * 
«  young  libertine  of  the  name  of  Fitz- 

"  Morris, 
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i€  Morris,  an  innocent  young  woman,  who 
"  is  to  be  doomed  to  the  (hameful  and  de- 
u  teftable  purpofes  of  fedudtion.  —Alas ! 
"  what  do  I  fay  ?  Is  not  the  odious  deed 
"  already  perpetrated  ?  Take  care,  Ma- 
"  dam — remember  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
"  try  are  decreed  for  the  prote&ion  of  in* 
u  nocence,  the  injured,  and  alfo  for  the 
u  punifhment  of  the  guilty.  This  inftant 
"  bring  me  to  the  poor  young  creature." 
Here  1  raifed  my  voice,,  and  threatened, 
with  loud  denunciations,  to  apply  to  the 
power  of  juftice. 

"  I  am  here,  DoftorPhilpot — Oh  dear, 
"  how  glad  I  am—  It  is  the  Do&or," — and 
(he  continued  in? eflantly  cryipg,  till  burft- 
ing  open  the  adjoining  room,  I  there  be- 
held the  little  captive — (he  flew  to  my 
arms,  and,  (hedding  a  flood  of  tears,  fol- 
lowed me  into  the  room,  of  the  proftituted 
matron. 

<c  Madam,"  darting  an  eye  of  refolute  » 
vengeance,,  and  arching  my  brow  with  the 
moft  determined  (hew  of  fignalifed  juftice 
— "  Madam,  tell  me,  is  (he  devoted" — 
I  z  "  StoP> 
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u  Stop,  Sir," —  and  (he  here  flung  her- 
felf  upon  her  knees  — "  Have  pity  on  the 
"  moft  haplefs  and  miferable  of  the  fex." 

"  Speak,  child.** 

"  Do  I  deferve  this  gentleman's  fbrgive- 
gt  nefs  ? — rHave  you  not  received  compaf- 
"  fion  and  pity  from  the  moment  you  cn- 
€€  tered  this  roof?*' 

Here  Fanny  wept,  and  told  a  fliort  tale 
of  favour  and  tendernefs  which  (he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe. 

I  now  was  tranquilized— Had  a  parent 
been  prefent,  the  feelings  of  his  heart  could 
not  have  riferi  to  a  more  pathetic  height. 

Whether  to  applaud  the  uncommon 
goodnefs  of  heart  of  this  impure  female, 
or  to  render  up  my  petition  of  grateful 
thanks  for  being  thus  made  the  liberator  of 
innocence,  would  be  difficult  to  fay  in 
\Vhich  fcale  my  portion  of  ecfta(y  now  pre- 
ponderated. • 

The 
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The  little  Fanny  was  found— a  guardian 
angel  had  preferved  her  in  the  moft  aufpi- 
cious  moment  of  fortuitous  trial. 

There  was  humanity,  fenfe,  refle&ion,  - 
and  penitence,  in  the  breaft  of  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdle. . 

Her  mifcreant  and  tainted  life  loft  much 
of  that  indignant  reproach  which  deep- 
rooted  prejudice  would  have  impelled  me 
to  load  it  with. 

When  Fitz-Morris  had  lodged  the  cap- 
tive maid  in  her  houfe,  a  bank  note  of  a 
confiderable  amount  was  placed  in  her 
hand.  The  greatnefs  of  the  fum  made  me 
confider  the  affair  to  be  marked  with  a  fe- 
cret  defign  more  than  intrigue,  and  that  he 
had  been  made,  in  fome  refpedts,  a  tool 
in  it. 

The  unhappy  fituation  of  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdle,  whofe  life,  from  the  moft  calami- 
tous fcenes  of  proftitution,  had  rendered 
her  tributary  to  the  plots  of  male  fedu&ion, 
impelled  her  to  enter  into  his  impious  de- 
I  3  figns 
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f  gns — but  hearing  from  Fanny  the  fimple, 
unadorned  hiftoiy  of  his  deceptious  prac- 
tice to  ruin  her,  (he  was  touched  with  com- 
paffion,  and  had  contrived,  to  the  moment 
of  her  difcovery,  to  amiife  Mr.  Fitz-Mor* 
ris  with  plaufible  reafons  for  withholding 
his  defigns. 

Experience,  too  prone  to  accufe  young 
people  with  indifcretion,  levity,  or  a  defire 
of  novelty,  often  judges  with  rigour  and 
over-rated  caution.  Fearful  of  repofing  too 
much  confidence  in  the  fimple  pudor  and 
« innocence  of  Underwood's  daughter,  I  de- 
fired  (he  would  "proceed  in  relating  to  me 
the  arts  which  \vere  ufed  to  force  her  at  this 
diflance  from  her  parent, . 

When,  by  threat  and  violent  determina- 
tions, he  had  fuppreffed  the  fudden  terrors 
which  had  feized  her  mind,  on  her  firft  be- 
ing forced  into  the  chaife,  he  calmed  the 
agony  of  her  feelings  by  a  falacious  ftory 
to  this  purpofe : 

Having  heard  the  particulars  of  the  let- 
ter which  Edward  had  written  to  Fanny 
^  from 
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from  Lady  Jekyll,  as  related  by  his  mother 
on  the  vifit  which  fhe  had  paid  her,  when 
abruptly  (he  left  the  prefence  of  Sir  Simon , 
chagrined,  and  her  pride  mortified  at  his 
inflexible  fpirit ;  he  interwove  this  incident 
in  the  following  plot  to  engage  her  confi- 
dence, and,  if  poflible,  to  tranquilize  her 
fears,  and  to  reconcile  her  to  the  fituation 
into  which  (he  had  been  forced. 

He  aflured  her,  that  he  had  been  com- 
miffioned  by  Edward  Hales  to  undertake 
this  violence;  that  he  had  ferious  inten- 
tions to  make  her  his  wife ;  and  that,  not 
doubting  of  her  own  confent,  he  waited  her 
arrival  in  town  to  run  off  with  her  to  Scot- 
land. 

That  he  had  afked  Sir  Simon's  confent ; 
which  being  refofed,  the  tranfport  of  his 
affeftion  knew  no  other  refource  than  the 
one  which  he  had  now  adopted. 

If  therefore,  on  their  arrival  in  town, 

(he  (hewed  any  relu&ance,  his  friend  would 

not  fcruple  to  accompany  her  back  again 

to  her  parents,  and  confefs  the  unjuftifiable 

I  4  fteP* 
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fteps  he  had  taken  — laying  the  aft  on  his 
violent  and  unconquerable  attachment— 
but  that,  at  all  events,  (he  muft  not  accufe 
him  of  any  other  motive  than  the  refolute 
determination  of  ferving  his  friend — which 
was  the  only  excufe  that  could  be  made  for 
his  forcible  elopement  with  her. 

It  was  not  prefumable  the  unexperi- 
enced maid  could  confider  otherwife  than 
his  relation  to  be  true  :  and  as  the  poftilion 
was  his  own  valet,  with  a  pair  of  horfes  not 
unfufpeded  of  belonging  to  Lady  Jekyll, 
it  was  alfo  in  vain  for  Fanny  to  conduft  her- 
felf  otherwife  than  with  apparent  tranquil- 
lity. Thus,  with  a  bofom  teeming  with 
hope  that  her  fituation  was  not  without  %a 
remedy,  when  fhe  had  an  opportunity  of 
beholding  her  friend  Edward  on  her  arrival 
in  town,  to  whom  her  grief  might  be  un- 
burdened, and  her  anxieties  mitigated  by 
his  compliance,  fhe  might  prevail  on  him 
to  forego  the  defperate  fcheme  which  he  had 
in  contemplation. 

But  what  her  aftonifhment  when  Fitz- 
Morris,  on  his  lodging  her  at  Mrs-  Brace- 
girdle's, 
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girdle's,  now  aflumed  his  own  feature !  — 
protefting,  when  he  found  Ker  fafe  in  his 
poffeffion  in  a  retired  apartment  of  this 
woman,  that  he  was  induced  to  thefe  mea- 
fures  by  the  force  of  his  own  love — -and, 
afluming  the  impaffioned  chara&er  of  the 
libertine,  feemed  fedulous  to  obtain  the 
completion  of  his  wiflies.   ■ 

But  finding  repulfe — the  moft  refolute 
oppofition  to  every  art,  entreaty,  and  prof- 
fered attention  —  he  was  forced  to  <lefift 
from  his  abandoned  meafures,  and  to  ap- 
ply to  the  more  fkilful  arts  of  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdle  to  relax  the  firm  principles  of  the 
terrified  maiden. 

To  paliate  the  aftions  of  this  confederate 
in  town  voluptuoufnefs,  it  is  juftice  to  fay, 
that  fhe  had  been  given  to  understand  by 
Fitz-Morris  that  Fanny,  young  as  fhe  was, 
had  been  prodigalof  her  charms  to  young 
Hales,  and  that  it  was  only  childilh  bafti- 
folnefs  which  made  her  hefitate  to  receive 
hisaddrefles — but  on  repeated  attempts  to 
induce  her  to  liften  to  overtures  on  his  fide, 
(he  had  by  degrees  acquired  the  lovely 
I  5  Sirl's 


C    «7*    ] 

girl's  true  hiftory  —  and  finding  truth  and 
artlefs  incident  in  it,  {he  had  come  to  a  re- 
folution  of  fecredy  conveying  Fanny  back 
again  to  her  parents,  and  to  read  Fitz- 
Morris  a  ledture  on  the  blacknefs  of  his 
conduft,  and  the  rifque  he  run  of  laying 
both  of  them  under  the  lafli  of  the  law. 

On  either  fide  (he  knew  herfelf  to  be  fe- 
cure  ;  for  if  he  thought  proper  to  inveigh 
againft  her  conduit,  fhe  was  certain,  as  not 
daring  to  fuffer  his  criminal  a&  to  tran- 
fpire,  he  would  not  be  averfe  to  a  compro- 
mise. 

Another  motive,  perhaps,  more  impul- 
five  than  either  might  be  the  caufe — (he 
■muft  well  conceive  that  the  connexions  of 
Fanny  were  of  that  nature  as  would  very 
foon  lead  to  a  difcovery,  and  then  her  oWn 
cafe  would  be  extremely  dangerous. 

Thus,  on  a  mature  corifideration  of  the 
Situation  of  the  little  viftim  to  town  gal- 
lantry, it  might  alfo  be  more  to  her  intereft 
to  turn  Fitz-Morris  from  his  purfuit  of  fe- 
du&ion,  and  to  make  a  merit  of  an  uncer- 
4  tain 
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tain  tranfa&ion ;  in  which  both  her  own 
intereft,  as  well  as  defign  of  her  patron, 
might  be  involved. 


THE  following  (hort  hiftory  of  Mrs. 
Bracegirdle  was  written  on  a  detached  flip 
of  paper,  and  pinned  to  a  leaf  in  the  Doc- 
tors common  place  book.  There  feemed 
to  have  been  a  kind  of  preface  to  it — the 
paper  was  torn  at  the  beginning  as  if  fome 
memorandam  had  been  difcarded. 

There  was  fingularky  in  the  life  of  this 
woman  —  and  fome  paflages  fo  ftrongly 
marked  with  the  hiftory  of  life,  -I  have  been 
inclined  to  introduce  it  here -by  way  of  epi- 
fode,  as  naturally  connefted  with  this  period 
of  the  work — it  can  either  be  paiffed  over, 
or  read,  as  the  good  humour  <xf  the  reader 
inclines  him. 
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THE   DIGRESSION  —  ON    FEMALE    SEDUC- 
TION. 

JT  OR  all  the  pains  I  have  given  myfelf, 
I  have  only  acquired  a  greater  (hare  of 
doubt,  to  fufpend  my  judgement  of  things 
— my  bread  heaves  with  more  charity,  and 
the  caufe  of  my  fellow-creatures  is  nearer  to 
my  heart. 

I  am  lefs  confirmed  in  principles — my 
fagacity  continually  on  the  waver— lefs  felf- 
-  fufficient  of  unerring  wifdom. 

To  doubt ! — painful  paufe  of  the  human 
foul— it  will  teach  us  a  far  greater  (hare  of 
benevolence,  and  the  milk  of  human  na- 
ture may  flow  more  abundantly.  Indeed 
we  are  too  much  prone  to  judge  with  need* 
lefs  precaution,  and  an  over-ftrained  rigour 
of  ovf  fellow-creatures. 

After  all,  what  arc  we  ?— a  jumble  of 

good 
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good  and  evil — ftrange  complex  machines 
— I  exclaimed  with  that  wife  apoftle  :  — 
"  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (hall 
"  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  I" 

I  could  have  proceeded,  but  I  was  called 
to  order  by  the  firft  verfe  of  the  fame  chap- 
ter— "  Know  ye  not  that  the  law  hath  do- 
"  minion  over  a  man  as  long  as  he  liveth  ?" 

Gracious  God !  I*would  open  the  fluices 
of  my  heart  for  the  children  of  iniquity, 
andpaliate  their  manifold  trefpafTes,  when 
I  reflect  on  the  harafling  fcenes  of  mifery 
which  they  have  experienced  in  this  world. 

There  is  a  time  when  terror  and  inward 
dejeftion  will  overtake  the  moft  ftout- 
hearted  mortal  in  his  paffage  through  this 
vale  of  tribulation ;  and  he  will,  fooner  or 
later,  be  taught  to  fympathife  e^en  with  the 
unrighteous  in  their  differing^ 

Twas  the  fafcination  'of  deep  mifery 
which  made  me  return  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Bracegirdle— The  eye,  the  repeated  lines  of 

grief, 
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'grief,  traverfed  over  and  over  again  — 
the  curvated  brow  ;  one  corner  drawn 
upward,  marking  the  countenance  with 
an  interefting  retrofpedt. 

She  poured  me  out  the  tea— her  hand 
trembled— I  had  made  her  the  vow,  and 
fhe  accepted  of  my  offer — tears  fix earned 
from  her  eyes  —  and  "  have  I  then/'  fhe 
ejaculated,  u  found  an  uninterefted  friend? 

€t  Then  will  I  fly  this  detefted,  this  utter- 
"  loathed  fcene  of  profligacy — the  pride 
"  of  my  foul  (hall  be  fubdued — the  bread 
u  which  I  hereafter  eat  (hall  be  fwallowed 
u  with  repentance — and  my  hours  fhall 
*c  be  hereafter  pafied  in  innocence  and 
"  virtue.". 

I  reverted  to  the  point  which  tte  had 
been  debating  upon — €€  when  no  tempta- 
"  tion  aflailed  you,  Madam,  why  then  did 
"  you  proceed  ?" 

"  Pride— giddy  pleafure— a  filly  heart— 
t€  want  of  refolution— I  was  a  womaa/ — 

~"*s  her  anfwer.    . 

After 
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After  a  long  paufe,  I  ftill  recapitulated, 
f c  independance  in  your  power,  where  was 
4€  your  temptation  ?" 

"  Flattery,  Sir — the  men  flattered,  and 
*•  I  became  a  martyr  to  vanity." 

She  told  me  her  father  was  the  younger 
fon  of  a  gay  and  antient  family,  long  at- 
tached to  the  befpangled  forms  of  a 
court  life.  Places  and  penfions  had  allied 
them  to  the  fovereign.  At  an  early  age 
he  had  an  enfign's  commiffion,  which, 
tranfporting  him  to  a  diftant  country, 
where,  for  want  of  opportunity  to  mix 
with  an  higher  order  of  females,  he  became 
enamoured  with  a  daughter  of  a  poor  Weft- 
India  planter. 

Returning  to  England,  after  an  abfence 

t>f  fome  years,  he  found  his  father  on  his 

death  bed  ;  and  rtith  him  he  kxft  all  hopes 

of  promotion.    The  income  of  his  place 

'was  all  that  the  family  had  to  depend  upon, 

and  they  were,  flidrtly  after  his  death,  fcat- 

tered  abroad  in  the  world,  and  expofed  to 

allits  viciffitudes. 

Her 
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Her  father  had  returned  to  his  regiment 
-—the  camp  had  nurfed  her — fhe  was  edu- 
cated in  the  circle  of  a  military  life.  Cli- 
mate, fatigue,  and  difappointment,  had 
killed  her  father  before  he  arrived  at  any 
confiderable  rank  in  the  army,  and  her 
mother  brooding  with  anxieties  on  her 
haplefs,  unprovided  fituation,  and  daily  en- 
countering the  rigour  and  contumely  of  a 
hard-judging  world,  died  of  a  broken 
heart, 

Sufan,  an  orphan,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  was,  from  motives  of  charity,  fent 
from  Quebec  to  be  brought  up  in  Colonel 
Muzzard's  family,  whom  he  had  left  be- 
hind him  in  England,  The  Colonel  had 
an  eye  to  prudent  eeconomy,  and  felf-in- 
tereft  in  the  plan. 

Hence  fhe  became  a  dependant  on  his 
wife's  bounty,  and  at  the  age  of  fixteen 
found  herfelf  difcarded  by  degrees  from 
the  parlour  to  the  kitchen—  to  be  a  fpy  on 
the  actions  of  the  fervants,  ^jid  to  afiift 
them  in  their  occafional  fervices* 

Nurtured 
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Nurtured  and  foftered  to  the  age  of 
fome  refle&ion  by  the  pride  of  a  foldier's 
heart,  and  a  much  greater  (hare  of  family- 
pride  in  her  deceafed  parent,  fhe  confi- 
dered  herfelf,  though  in  the  light  of  a  fer- 
vile  dependant,  the  daughter  of  a  gentle- 
man, 

Anoccafional  affociate  with  the  fervants, 
moral  precept  was  not  often  difplayed  be- 
fore -her  eyes  for  ah  example — fhe  had 
pride  to  fpurn  at  vulgar  immorality,  but 
had  no  exalted  precedent  to  induce  her  to 
the  pra&ice  of  ftridt  difcretion.     ' 

She  was  foon  difgufted  with  her  fituation 
—beautiful  in  perfon,  fhe  found  her  pru- 
dence fhaken  by  the  Colonel's  fon,  and  fhe 
foon  became  a  facrifice  to  juvenile  profef- 
fions  and  giddy  intemperance. 

The  intimacy  was  difcovered  too  late, 
and  Mrs.  Muzzard>  to  break  off  all  farther 
intelligence,  difpatched  her  fon  to  the  regi- 
ment, and  turned  the  orphan  of  charity 
into  the  ftreet.  In  fhort,  the  only  extent  of 
her  bounty  was  to  procure  her  a  ticket  to 

the 
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the  Lying-in  Hofpitai;  and,  to  calm  her 
appreherifions,  the  offspring,  to  her  great 
joy,  loft  its  life  on  drawing  its  firft  breath. 

She  raifed  her  head  from  the  unhappy 
pillow  of  repentant  difgrace ;  and  as  her 
ftrength  revived,  her  forrows  increafed. 
A  few  pounds  were  conveyed  into  her 
purfe,  and,  with  a  promife  of  fervitude, 
this  miferable  orphan  thus  found  herfetf 
deflated. 

"One  iriorhihg,  6h  &  vifit  of  the  faculty, 
the  charms  of  the  fbrrowful  Sufan  (truck  the 
admiring  eyeofafpruce  and  middle-aged 
phyfician.  On  enquiry  he  found  her  to  b« 
"fit  for  the  completion  of  his  defigns. 

Regardlefs  of  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate 
girl,  a  facrifice  to  indifference,  and  a  care- 
lefs  training  into  life,  Mrs.  Muzzard,  on 
receiving  a  note  from  the  phyfician  that  he 
had  procured  Sufan  a  wet  nurfe's  place  in 
a  gentleman's  family,  rejoiced  that  (he  was 
liberated  from  this  intruder  on  her  fon's  af- 
fe&ion,  whofe  views  in  life  were  to  be 
raifed  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 

Britilh 
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Britlfli  forces,  and  whofe  pcrfon  and  pre* 
tenfions  rendered  him  a  fuitable  match  for 
the  firft  heirefs  in  England. 

The  benignant  fmiles  of  Do&or  Prattle- 
cafe  encouraged  the  forlorn  Sufan  to  receive 
her  patron  with  complacency ;  and  when 
her  fituation  admitted  of  a  removal,  fhe 
found  herfelf  the  iriiftrefs  of  a  fuite  of 
ready-furnifhed  lodgings.  The  natural  va- 
nity of  her  youthful  heart  lighted  up  on 
this  profpeft ;  and  though  flie  was  fecretly 
afraid  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  her  pa- 
tron's fcindnefs,  ihe  flill  admitted  the  im- 
preffion  of  ple&fure,  which  a  fimilar  fituatioit 
would  convey  to  a  mind  that  had  been 
threatened  with  the  hardfhips  and  differ* 
of  life. 

The  Do&or,  in  the  courfe  of  his  vifit, 
very  foon  rnade  Stifan  acquainted  with  the 
real  fpring  of  his  generofity,  and  fhe  found 
herfelf,  in  a  Very  (hort  time,  the  miftrefs  of 
a  Galenical  gallant. 

Gaufe,  filks,  and  ribbands,  foon  reftored 
to  the  fancy  trf  this  untutored  female  in  the 

promif- 
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promifcuous  fcenes  *  of  criminal  pleafurc 
the  early  vanity  with  which  (he  had  been 
nurtured— her  converfation  foon  partook  of 
&  more  enlightened  caft,  and  Prattlecafe 
jiow  difcovered  a  mind  that  had  been  ftored 
with  fome  accomplifhment — he  found  her 
a  perfect  miftrcfs  of  the  French  language, 
which  (he  had  acquired  from  an  infant  in 
the  foreign  families  fetded in  Quebec;  and 
ihe  had  alfo  fome  Hull  in  mufic. 

Perhaps  the  whim  of  the  moment  had  at 
firft  infpired  the  Do&or  with  his  notion  of 
gallantry  only ;  but  on  hearing  ^the  lovely 
orphan's  hiftory,  his  amorous  caprice  af- 
fumed  a  more  refle&ed  principle,  and  he 
now  indulged  in  a  certain  tendernefs  of 
heart  which  befpoke  an  approaching  at- 
tachment. 

He  beftowed  feveral  matters  upon  her, 
and  (he  found  herfelf  improving  in  a  re- 
fined knowledge  of  life,  with  a  flattering 
hope  that  her  feuation  would  effe&ually 
place  her  above  diftrefs. 

Dodtor  Pratdecafe  had  conduced  his  in- 
trigue 
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trigue  with  great  fecrecy— her  apartments 
were  taken  in  a  retired  part  of  the  town, 
and  hisvifits  were  paid  with  circumfpe&ion 
— to  her  his  injunftfons  were  forcibly  given 
not  to  divulge  his  fituation ;  and  her  fer- 
vant,  with  the  family  of  the  houfe,  were 
kept  perfed  ftrangers  to  it. 

Thus  (he  lived  in  an  undifturbed  fere- 
nity  —  little  defirous  of  partaking  in  any 
other  pleasures  than  thofe  which  (he  de- 
rived from  her  attention  to  improvement — 
and  this  fo  well  correfponded  with  the  Doc- 
tor's inclination,  that  (he  found  herfelf,  as  it 
were,  an  idol  of  his  choice. 

About  fix  months  pafled  in  this  plan  of 
life,  when  one  morning,  about  noon,  a 
chariot  (lopped  at  the  door,  and  a  lady, 
about  the  age  of  thirty,  (lepped  out  of  it, 
and,  giving  her  orders  to  the  fervants  to  be 
in  waiting  at  a  certain  diftance  from  the 
houfe,  (he  made  her  entry  without  much 
ceremony,  and  enquired  if  a  young  woman 
was  her  lodger  who  received  vifits  from  a 
gentleman  anfwering  fuch  and  fuch  de- 
fcriptions.     Having  received  an  anfwer  to 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy  her  it  was  fo,  fhe  begged  to  be 
(hewed  up  into  her  apartment. 

The  Do&or,  in  the  continuation  of  Mrs. 
Bracegirdle's  anecdotes,  makes  her  fpeak 
in  the  firft  perfon.  , 


A  piano  forte  was  open  before  me— the 
xmific  matter  had  juft  left  me — the  door 
was  flung  open— no  ceremony  was  ufed  in. 
the  entery  of  the  lady. 

As  foon  as  (he  caught  fight  of  me,  her 
falutation  was  commenced  nearly  in  the 
following,  terms: 

u  Madam — Mifs— Iwantno  proof  of 
€€  your  infamous  arts  in  alienating  the  af- 
4€  fe&ions  of  Dodor  Prattlecafe  from  his 
"  family — lam  his  wife,  Mifs;  and  you 
"  are  his  flut. 

«  So  you  are  the  patient  who  h^s  inticed 

"  him, 
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"  him,  under  pretence  of  his  profeffional 
<c  vifit,  for  thefemany  months  paft,  to  leave 
u  his  innocent  and  refpe&able  family  ia 
"  the  evening  ? 

"  You  dirty  drab  you  —  where  has  he 
"  picked  you  up  ?  —  Come,  IVKfs ;  this 
"  inftant  troop  away  from  this  houfe — you 
"  (hall  either  obey  my  orders,  or  fubmitto 
"  be  charged  with  a  conftable,  who  (hall 
"  difpofe  of  you  in  Bridewell,  where  I  will 
"  take  particular  care  to  fee  you  are  pu- 
"  niflued  for  your  impudence. 

iC  Come,  hufley,  pack  up  your  things 
u  this  inftant — from  thi&fpot  I  will  not  ftir 
"  till  I  fee  you  off." 

She  now  rang  the  bell  with  violence— 
the  woman  of  the  houfe  made  her  appear- 
ance. 

"  Madam,  do  you  know  who  I  am?— • 
the  woman,  curtefied  low  to  the  ground  — 
49 1  am,  Madam,  the  lawful  wife  of.Dodbor 
"  Prattlecafe,  the  gentleman  whovifits  this 
u  here  naughty  woman  ^—An4  pray,  Ma- 

"  dam, 
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€€  dam,  how  dare  you  connive  at  this  im- 
u  pious  wickednefs  ? — Let  me  know  this 
"  inftant  all  about  it.  I  watched  him  here 
€t  laft  night  myfelf,  and  was  determined  to 
"  get  the  beft  inftru&ions  in  the  neigh- 
"  bourhood  concerning  his  Madam — So  I 
"  find  he  keeps  her,  in  good  truth — I  have 
"  learnt  all  from  the  pretty  Mifs's  hair- 
"  dreffer  at  the  corner  of  the  flreet — the 
'"  beft  place  for  intelligence  of  this  na- 
"  ture,  as  your  grocer,  Madam,  informed 
"  me — Th#  Dodor,  Madam,  pays  all  her 
"  bills  truely,  I  fuppofe ;  fo  if  you  pleafe 
iC_  to  let  me  know  the  amount  of  her  lodg- 
i€  ings,  they  {hall  be  difcharged  immedi- 
"  ately,  and  then  off  ihe  certainly  goes 
"  from  this  place — this  very  inftant — or, 
"  depend  upon  it,  I  will  have  you  yourfelf, 
"  Madam,  into  cuftody,  for  harbouring  a 
"  common  proftitute." 

Terrified  with  thefe  menaces,  and  the 
apparent  importance  of  the  Dodtor's  wife, 
the  woman  made  no  hefitation  to  give  her 
the  bill  for  my  lodgings. 

Myfelf  frightened,  tt^.the  total  lofs  of  all 
s    V  niy 
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thy  prefence  of  mind,  and  the  little  reflec- 
tion which  feemed  at  this  age  to  be  in  my 
nature  at  once  forfaking  me,  and  with  a 
tremor  through  all  my  frame,  I  meekly 
yielded  to  every  proceeding  which  this  ami- 
able folace  of  hymeneal  compact  thought 
proper  to  prefcribe,  for  being  the  innocent 
caufe  of  her  hufband's  incontinence. 

An  hackney  coach  'was  now.  ordered  to 
the  door — I  was  commanded  to  pack  up  all 
my  apparel— and  Mrs.  Prattlecafe  was 
ulhering  me  into  it  with  all  the  ftern  cor- 
rection of  privileged  tyranny. 

During  this  buftle  I  overheard  the  voice 
of  my  fervant,  Dolly,  expoftulating  with 
the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  for  fuffering  the 
Do6tor*s  wife  to  treat  me  with  this  feverity 
—the  coach  driving  up,  with  the  pacific 
fpirit  of  the  moft  flagrant  linner  convi&ed 
in  her  crimes,  did  I  afcend  it,  almoft  fuffo- 
cated  with  my  tears,  and  in  the  greateft 
agony  of  grief. 

Dolly  declared  (he  would  not  fuffer  her 
Vol.  L  K  poor 
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poor  young  miftrefs  to  be  driven  off  in 
this  hurry  without  a  home  to  go  to,  and  no 
friend  to  bear  her  company,  jumped  into 
the  coach,  and  we  thus  left  the  field  en- 
tirely in  the  pofleffion  of  the  incenfed  Mrs. 
Prattkcafe. 


DIGKIS- 
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DIGRESSION    CONTINUED  —  ON   FEMALE 
SEDUCTION* 


D< 


FOLLY  had  ordered  the  coach  to 
drive  into  Oxford  Road ;  and  queftioning 
me  where  and  how  I  was  to  difpofe  of  my- 
felf,  I  feemed  utterly  at  a  lofs  for  an  ati- 
fwer.  The  girl  now  found  I  was  totally, 
from  my  ignorance  of  life,  incapable  of 
affording  myfelf  any  affiftance,  and  fet 
about  providing  me  with  frefti  lodgings, 
which  fiie  foon  did ;  for,  ordering  the  coach 
to  drive  through  a  ftreet,  which,  perhaps, 
fee  was  acquainted  with,  I  foon  found  my- 
felf equipped  with  a  decent  firft  floor  and 
fuitable  bed-room. 

"  And  now,  Madam,"  fays  the  expert 
girl,  <c  you  muft  contrive  to  fee  Do&or 
"  Prattlecafe,  or  how  will  you  be  able  to 
"  Pay  y°ur  lodgings,  and  to  provide  your* 
u  felf  with  other  necefTaries  ?" 

K  z  "A  mar 
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«  A  married  man  !"  I  ejaculated.  "  No, 
"  Dolly,  from  this  inftant  I  difclaim  all 
«  ferther  intercourfe"— and  I  was  thus  pro- 
ceeding— "  Pho,  thefe  heroics  will  not  fait 
"  your  forlorn  cafe." 

««  Connections  of  this  nature,"  fhe  re- 
plied, "  are  very  common  among  the  gen- 
«  try— few  women,  who  wifti  to  advance 
«  themfelves  in  the  world,  aft.  any  quef- 
«  tions  about  the  hiftory  of  their  gallants." 
And  thus,  with  a  cant  well  hackneyed  in 
infamy,  1  was  now  documented  by  my 
maid. 

But  to  her  entreaties  I  now  feemed  refo- 
lutely  inclined  to  be  inflexible;  and,  con- 
fidering  the  friendlefs  ftate  I  was  expofed 
to,  with  only  a  few  (hillings  in  my  pocket, 
I  had  every  reafon  to  call  forth  all  my  facul- 
ties. The  only  fuggeftion  which  prefented 
itfelf  for  immediate  relief  to  my  troubled 
mind  was,  to  exert  my  induttry  to  procure 
fervitude— and  this  was  the  plan  I  pro- 
pofed. 

«  You  a  fervant !"  exclaimed  the  girl — 

and 
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"  and  who  could  take  you  into  their  fer- 
"  vice? — It  would  be  firft  necefiary  to 
"  get  a  character ;  and,  after  all,  there  arc 
"  few  places  you  would  be  fit  for.  As  to 
u  myfelf  now,  who  do  you  think  would 
"  take  me,  but  ladies  like  you,  who  are 
"  not  very  fcrupulous  about  decorum  and 
u  vartue"  — In  fhort,  her  rhetoric  feemed 
fo  perfeft  and  juft,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  her  counfel — and  what  confirmed 
me  in  my  obedience  to  her  plan  was,  the 
fadden  appearance  of  my  hair-drefler,  to 
whom  I  was  indebted  fome  pounds. 

This  man  having  feen  the  Do&or's 
wife,  to  whom  he  had  imparted  fomething 
of  my  hiftory,  had  anticipated  a  revolution 
in  my  affairs ;  and  arriving  at  my  lodgings 
a  little  after  our  departure,  as  alfo  the  de- 
parture of  the  above  lady,  enquired  the 
route  which  our  coach  had  taken.  The 
woman  hearing  the  orders  given  for  Ox- 
ford Road,  the  fellow  enquired  of  the 
coaches  at  every  ftand  the  fpot  where  we 
were  fet  down  at.  Thus  defcribing  our 
perfons,  he  acquired  his  information,  and 
he  was  foon  at  the  houfe  where  we  flopped. 
ir  -  This 
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This  frcfli  trouble  effe&ually  determined 
me  to  fee  the  Doftor ;  and  I  aflured  the 
friffeur,  if  he  would  call  in  a  few  days,  he 
would  have  his  account  fettled. 

On  the  enfuing  morning  I  was  refolved 
on  a  vifit  to  the  Lying-in  Hofpital ;  and 
the  firft  objedt  which  (truck  my  fight,  was 

the  Doftor  alighting  from  his  chariot. 

« 

Pleafure  darted  in  his  countenance  when 
he  caft  his  eyes  upon  me.  I  received  his 
aflignation  to  meet  him  at  night ;  and,  put- 
ting into  my  hands  a  fmall  bank  note,  he 
defired  I  would  keep  concealed. 

I  had  juft  time  to  reprove  him,  as  a  mar- 
ried man,  for  his  maxims  of  gallantry,  and 
conjured  him  to  get  me  a  place  of  fervi* 
tude  in  fome  refpe&able  family.  He 
fmiled  at  my  innocent  remonftrance,  and 
*  preffed  me  to  have  patience  till  he  called 
upon  me  at  my  lodgings, 

A  few  evenings  pad,  and  the  Doctor 
made  me  a  vifit  —  a  fupper  was  ordered, 
and  he  was  feated  with  a  chearful  fpirit  to 
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pafs  a  few  hours  in  my  company.  In  tne 
midft  of  our  conviviality,  a  fingle  knock 
at  the  door  was  heard,  and  in  a  few  fe- 
conds,  to  our  wonder  and  aftonifhment, 
Mrs.  Prattlecafe  was  feen  entering  the 
room. 

This  lady,  jealous  of  her  hufband  to  an 
extreme,  and  not  without  great  reafon,  was 
determined  to  difcover  his  propenfity  at  in- 
trigue ;  and  taking  advantage  of  an  invita- 
tion to  a  city  route,  from  which  he  had  ex- 
cised himfelf  under  pretence  of  vifiting  a 
fick  patient,  (he  contrived  to  make  good 
ier  plot  of  dete&ion. 

,  Having  fuborned  a  porter  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Dodor  on  his  foot  excur- 
fions  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  injoined  to 
bring  her  immediate  intelligence  of  the 
place  he  flopped  at,  where  any  fingle  fe- 
male lodged.  This  bufinefs  the  fellow 
executed  with  the  greateft  perfpicuity ;  and 
arriving  at  the  city  rodte  with  his  budget  of 
fecret  fervices,  the  lady  fuddenly  ordered 
her  carriage,  took  a  french  leave,  and  thus 
tranfported  herfelf  on  the  fpot,  leaving  her 
TC  a.  fervants. 
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fcrvants  and  equipage  at  the  end  of  the 
ftreet  that  her  motions  might  not  be  dif- 
cerned. 

To  paint  the  fituation  of  the  Dodor  on 
this  interefting  event,  would  require  the 
penciling  of  an  Hogarth. 

His  alarms  were  depifted  in  the  expref- 
five  completion  of  furprife,  difmay,  and 
ftupidity. 

His  domeftic  heroine  taking  advantage 
of  his  ghaftly  and  petrified  countenance, 
approached  him  with  a  clenched  fill,  tre- 
mendoufly  ftiaken  in  his  face.  Having  re- 
ceded from  her  firft  onfet  behind  the  colla- 
tion  on  the  table,  and  worked  up  to  the 
greateft  guft  of  violence,  (he  exclaimed, 
€%  Is  this  your  goings  on  ?" — and,  railing 
her  foot,  kicked  the  whole  repaft  into  the 
fire  place — Do&or  Prattlecafe  all  the  while 
ftaring  with  ftrong  marks  of  guilt  in  his 
countenance,  and  confounded  with'  the 
lady's  refentment. 

However,  to  do  him  juftice,  when  the 
^  firft 
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firft  impulfe  of  her  vengeance  was  fome- 
what  abated,  he  had  the  refolution  to  offer 
his  hand  to  her,  and  infilled  on  conducting 
her  down  flairs. 

He  told  her,  that  the  method  (he  had 
taken  was  not  the  fitteft  to  recover  the  mif- 
taken  hufband  from  his  delufion,  and  en- 
treated her  to  leave  the  houfc,  and  he 
would  accompany  her  home. 

€C  After  all,  Madam,"  I  heard  him  fay, 
"  you  have  tolerably  well  retaliated  ;  and 
w  if  your  paffion  inclines  you  to  roufe  mine 
w  in  return,  perhaps  you  will  find  me  in 
<fc  as  violent  a  mood  as  yourfelf  to  conceive 
c<  offence  againft  you."  Some  other  fimi- 
lar  fentiments  were  pronounced  by  the 
Doftor,  when  his  wife,  burftjng  into  a 
flood  of  tears,  rulhed  to  the  door. '  The 
Do&or  followed — they  both  left  the  houfe, 
and  I  was  left  feveral  days  in  fufpence  to 
wait  the  iffue  of  this  ridiculous  bufinefs. 

The  anxiety  of  my  maid,  Dolly,  inclined 
her,  without  my  confent,  to  fet  off  for 
Throgmorton  Street,  there  to  infinuate  her- 
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felf  among  the  fervants,  and  to  gather  fnm 
them  the  particulars  of  the  family.     Find- 
ing  the  Do&or  and  his  lady  to  be  perfons 
,  of  opulence,  the  artful  wench  defired  them 
to  acquaint  their  matter,  that  a  perfon  had 
waited  upon  them  on  particular  bufinefs.       j 
The  Dodtor  concluding  this  bufinefs  might       j 
relate  to  his  profeffion,  ordered  her  to  be       i 
Ihewed  up  to  his  apartment.    When  he  re- 
cognized the  maid,  (he,  without  the  leaft 
ceremony,  told  him,  that  as  (he  had  been       j 
privy  to  hifc  intimacy  with  her  miftrefs,  (he 
came  to  be  bribed  to  fecrefy,  and  that  her 
diftreffes  forced  her  to  this  ftep  — and  I, 
who  had  imprudently  put  her  in  pofleffion 
with  the  fecret  hiftory  of  the  Do&or's  al- 
lurement to  bring  me  over,  to  his  defigns, 
caufed  her  to  blab  thofe  truths  which  he 
would  not  have  divulged  for  a  confiderable 
portion  of  worldly  opulence. 

The  girl  retired  from  his  prefence  with        j 
fome  pieces  of  gold,  and  feemed  perfectly        j 
delighted  with  the  levies  Ihe  had  raifed  up- 
on his  timid  completion.  .  j 

But  the  matter  ftood  thus  :  — -Pratdecafe 
'  had 
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had  married  the  daughter  of  a  rich  alder- 
man in  the  city,  whofe  connexions  had 
brought  him  into  confiderable  pra&ice 
among  the  whole  fraternity  of  the  luxu- 
rious turtle  and  venifon  caterers,  made  him 
apprehenfive  of  lofing  much  of  his  prac- 
tice by  his  lofs  of  chara&ef ;  and  it  there- 
fore became  a  matter  of  intereft  to  have  the 
affair  hufhed  up  in  the  mod  expeditious 
manner.  Not  but  what  he  might  poffibly 
know  that  the  railers  at  his  folly,  in  the  lift 
of  his  acquaintance,  might  a&ually  be  in 
the  fame  predicament  as  himfelf  under  the 
rofe;  yet  they,  as  not  being  expofed, 
would  appear  refpeftable  and  untainted ; 
whereas  himfelf,  having  the  misfortune  to 
be  detected  in  his  peccadillo,  .would  be 
made  the  town  jeft.  Thus  it  happens  that 
a  good  chara&er  is  often  founded  on  a  dif- 
creet  and  political  condudt.  No  one  is  en- 
tided  to  talk  on  fufpicion,  but  all  the  world 
on  palpable  fadh 

With  firhilar  fentiments  this  gallant  was 

obliged  to  forego  all  farther  thoughts  of  his 

amorous  purfuit— and*  indeed,  as  my  mind 

Was  imprefled  with  no  fmali  (hare  of  re- 

ir  *  morfc 
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morfc  for  the  admiffion  of  his  favours,  I 
found  my  inclination  to  change  the  courfe 
of  my  life  greatly  ftrengthened. 

A  few  mornings  after  this  revultion  in  the 
family  of  the  Throgmorton-  Street  phyfi- 
cian,  taking  counfel  of  Dolly,  my  cabinet 
minifter,  how  to  embrace  a  more  inoffen- 
five  mode  of  fubfiftance ;  and  being  much 
ridiculed  for  my  vartuous  fentiments,  as  (he 
was  pleafed  to  call  them,  I  had  a  vifit  paid 
me  by  Mrs.  Pratdecafe. 

"  My  dear,"  fays  (he,  fmoothening  her 
brow  with  much  benignity,  u  I  have  heard 
cc  from  the  Do&or,  by  his  own  con- 
"  feffion,  the  whole  of  your  melancholy 
"  hiftory,  and  I  am  now  come  to  offer  my 
"  fcrvices  to  plaqe  you  in  a  guiltlefs  and 
u  eligible  fituattyn,  where  you  may  pafs 
"  your  time  in  a  fcrutiny  on  your  former 
fC  conduft,  and  fervently  repent  of  your 
iC  heinous  tranfgreflions.M 

Here  I  found  my  tears  gufhing  from  my 
eyes,  and,  from  the  natural  tendernefs  of 
my  heart,  conjured  Mrs,  Pjrattlecafe  to  dif- 

pofc 
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pofe  of  me  as  her  goodnefs  thought  fit ;  for 
being  refigned  to  enter  on  an  induftrious 
and  inoffenfive  courfe  of  life,  I  fubmitted 
entirely  to  her  difpofal. 

"  What  do  you  think,  my  dear,  of  the 
"  Magdalen  ?" 

The  nature  of  this  excellent  charity  (he 
explained  to  me ;  and  after  having,  with 
the  greateft  fincerity,  exprefled  my  thanks, 
and  a  firm  defire  to  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity to  lead  a  new  life,  fhe  left  me  with  af- 
furances,  that,  in  a  few  days  at  fartheft,  I 
ftould  be  placed  in  it. 

When  (he  retired  I  imparted  the  fub- 
ftance  of  this  meeting  to  my  friend  Dolly, 
who,  fmiling,  ridiculed  my  penitence,  and 
painting  the  charity  in  odious  colours,  in- 
veighed bitterly  againft  the  foundation ; 
affuring  me,  that  the  penitents,  were  let  lofe 
upon  the  world  with  the  fame  inclination 
to  proftitution  as  when  they  firft  entered  it ; 
that  is,  provided  they,  had  charms  left  to 
render  them  amiable:    and  after  having 

aflured  me  that  I  was  by  much  too  pretty 

for 
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for  a  Magdalen,  ran  out  of  the  room,  and 
left  me  to  guefs  at  her  abfence. 

In  lefs  than  half  an  hour  (he  returned 
with  two  tickets  for  the  play,  and  infilled 
on  my  going  into  the  upper  boxes  with  her 
at  Covent  Garden* 

This  kind  of  freedom  might  be  repelled 
$rith  difguft,  when  a  young  woman  con- 
fidered  herfelf  as  fcreened  from  the  n^cef- 
fities  of  life ;  but  knowing  my  fituation 
placed  me  on  a  level  with  herfelf,  and  be- 
ing already  under  obligations  to  her,  as  I 
then  confidered  myfelf,  for  her  feafonable 
fervices  in  diftrefs,  I  thought  thatanunre- 
ferved  familiarity  was  her  due. 

In  fhort,  flie  preffed  me  to  the  play — 
pleafurc,  that  Syren  always  fluttering  in  the 
heart  of  the  fex,  at  my  years  irrefiftible, 
and  I  gave  my  confent. 

Dolly,  arrayed  in  a  fuit  of  my  apparel, 
wfted  the  part  of  my  companion  and 
duenna. 
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The  Doftor  /peaks  in  the  firfi  per/on. 

HERE  let  my  pen  flop  on  the  colo- 
quial  difcourfe  of  this  unfortunate  woman. 
It  was  the  fimple  truth  of  her  fedu&ion — 
and  let  it  fuffice — I  find  the  fex  every  day 
to  acquire  more  of  my  refpeft  and  tender- 
nefs — She  had  no  friend  to  give  her  coun- 
fel ;  and  the  fortuitous  fcenes  of  her  early 
life  prefenting  pleafure  always  before  her, 
a  man  muft  have  a  cold  and  mercilefs  heart 
to  execute  vengeance  and  wrath  againft 
her  delufions. 

Let  the  ftate  interpofe,  and  award  pu- 
nilhment  againft  the  firft  difpoiler  of  fe- 
male innocence — and  fo  it  docs,  you  may 
lay — but  how  are  thefe  tranfaftibns  palli- 
ated?—  I  will  venture  to  propofe,  that 
young  Muzzard  will  find  the  virtuous  and 
regular  part  of  the  fex  equally  well  inclined 
to  receive  him  into  favour. 

At  the  play  flic  informed  me,  that  her 
experienced  and  artful  maid  contrived  to 
introduce  a  man  of  rank  into  her  company 

— Sufar/s 
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— Sufan's  innocence  and  beauty  made  him 
attached  —  an  equipage  turned  her  thoughts 
from  her  feclufion  in  the  Magdalane ;  and 
when  the  Do&or's  wife  called  upon  her,  to 
put  her  pious  and  humane  motives  into 
pradtice,  (he  found  the  objedt  of  her  huf- 
band's  flame  had  difappeared.  Thisferved, 
no  doubt,  to  convince  her  of  Sufan's  incli- 
nation for  evil,  more  than  for  good. 

In  the  giddy  circle  of  novelty  (he  was, 
after  a  few  months,  negle&ed  by  the  young 
nobleman ;  and  thus,  from  a  fucceffion  of 
lovers,  arifing  more  from  the  natural  vola- 
tility and  inconftancy  of  the  men,  than  her 
own  giddy  paffion,  (he  was  obliged  to  ac- 
cept of  favours,  which  her  heart  defpifed, 
and  her  confcience  loathed. 

She  had  no  friend  to  ftrengthen  her  in 
her  refolutions  to  return  to  virtue,  and  no 
fuccour  to  aflift  her  in  the  profecution  of  it. 
Emerged  in  vice,  where  was  the  power  to 
raife  her  from  it  ? 

She  condemned  her  condudt  with  the 

contrition  of  a  penitent,  but  could  find  no 

^  exps- 
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expedient  but  death  to  deliver  her  from  her 
guilt. 

In  a  ftate  of  affluence,  perhaps  fplendor, 
(he  was  attacked  with  a  fever — (he  prayed 
for  death ;  but  referred,  as  an  example  of 
human  mifery,  heaped  on  thofe  females 
who  have  made  facrifices  to  unlawful  plea* 
fures,  (he  was  taught  at  once  to  deplore  her 
own  errors,  and  to  experience  the  inhuma- 
nity of  thofe  men  who  are  charmed  with 
yielding  beauty,  and  not  attracted  by  men* 
tal  or  virtuous  qualities* 

On  her  bed  of  ficknefs  (he  was  deferted 
by  her  gallant. 

When  the  Do&or  took  his  leave  (he 
found  herfelf  alfo  deferted  by  her  perfonal 
charms — and  that  woman,  whofe  affluence 
could  be  alone  fupported  by  thofe  charms 
—what  a  (hock  to  fenfibility  ! — Her  credi- 
tors and  menial  dependants  flocked  to  ge- 
neral ravage.  Her  bed  was  torn  from  her 
—humbled  to  poverty,  to  beggary  —  for  a 
trifling  debt  (he  was  thrown  into  jail,  and 
there  (he  had  to  lament,  in  the  greateft 

depth      A 
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depth  of  human  mifery,  that  the  ftrength 
of  her  conftitution  had  made  her  fuch  an 
example  of  female  wretchednefs. 

Almoft  funk  down  by  rigour  and  po- 
verty, fhe  ^as  accidentally  relieved  by 
Prattlecafe,  who  recognized  her  among  the 
prisoners,  and  in  which  place  fome  bufi- 
nefs,  which  related  to  his  profefBon,  had 
called  him. 

Many  years  had  pafled  fince  his  attach- 
ment to  her  perfon — but  concerned  at  her 
misfortunes,  and,  perhaps,  not  a  little  ac- 
cufing  himfelf  as  the  firft  caufe  of  them) 
he  humanely  paid  her  debts,  and  delivered 
ber  from  this  ftate  of  horrid  bondage. 

His  wife  was  dead,  and  he  found  him* 
felf  at  liberty  to  indulge  in  an  election— 
but  fome  wrinkles  on  his  face  had  taught 
him  a  leflbn  of  prudence ;  and  having  na- 
turally had  the  dignified  turn  of  benevo- 
lence in  his  heart^  he  allowed  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdle  an  annuity  for  her  maintenance— 
and  here  it  was  I  had  caufe  for  reproof. 


In  retirement,  (he  faid,  (he  had  been  dis- 
covered by  one  of  her  noble  gallants — and, 
with  an  abafhed  countenance,  (he  made  a 
confeflion  of  her  want  of  refolution  to  ward 
off  his  entreaties,  to  refufe  pecuniary  over- 
tures, and  to  withftand  thofe  incentives  of 
pleafure.which  had  intoxicated  her  imagi- 
nation at  a  former  part  of  her  life. 

She  was  thus  perfuaded  to  become  at- 
tached to  a  certain  (lamp  of  fplendid  cha- 
racters in  their  purfuits  of  gallantry — How 
great  my  triumph !— to  recover  this  woman 
from  vice — to  liberate  the  ftate  from  an  un- 
worthy citizen*  ^ 

But  (he  was  the  guardian  angel  of  the 
little  Fanny — This  trait  alone  would  pre- 
ponderate fome  of  her  paft  errors— I  repre- 
sented, in  the  moft  formidable  point  of 
light,  the  iniquity  of  her  life,  and  her  lat- 
ter character,  marked  with  a  greater  degree 
of  tranfgreffion,  prefented  to  her  view  in 
the  odious  form  of  difguft — She  had  a  mind 
to  receive  thefe'impreffions. 

Mrs*  Bracegirdle  was  reclaimed. 

flNNt 
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FANNY  UNDERWOOD  IS  INTRODUCED'  TO 
EDWARD  HALES  BY  DOCTOR  PHIL- 
POt. 

The  cpmmotf place  book  of  the  Doctor  changed 
to  the  third  per/on.  Some  family  anecdotes 
were  expunged,  and  the  manufcript  much 
varied. 


HE  Do&or  introduced  Faiiny  into  the 
apartment  of  the  hotel  —  Edward  Hales 
flew  to  the  arms  of  his  little  favourite  in  the 
moft  paffionate  rapture  of  genuine  love. 

When  his  firft  tranfport  had  fubfided,  he 
drew  back  on  the  prefence  of  his  father- 
but  who,  being  engaged  fo  deeply  in  the 
drama,  perhaps  did  not  obferve  the  fenfi^ 
bility  of  the  meeting.  The  Baronet  was 
alio  affedted.  The  party  was  wound  up  to 
the  height  of  happinefs. 

The  feelings  of  Sir  Simon,  intcrefted  for 


[    2I3     ] 

the  difcovery  and  prefervation  of  his  fon, 
had  been  greatly  agitated ;  and  the  fcene 
having  been  concluded  with  fo  much  fatis- 
fa&ion  on  either  fide,  made  him  receive 
Fanny  Underwood  with  all  the  fondnefs  of 
a  parent.  Edward,  delighted  with  the  ac- 
quiefcence  of  the  Baronet,  did  not  conceal 
his  attachment,  which  became  more  ob- 
vious— But  meafures  were  now  to  be 
adopted  to  profecute  his-defigns. 

Underwood  was  now  fummoned  to  town 
—the  intelligence  of  her  fortunate  difco- 
very filled  the  hearts  of  her  parents  with 
thegreateft  of  all  human  delight — enrap- 
tured tranfitiori  from  boundlefs  mifery  ! 

When  he  arrived,  he  found  his  daughter 
at  the  town  houfe  of  Sir  Simon  Hales. 

The  Baronet  thus  addreffcd  him  : 

"  Underwood,  I  liave  admired  your  in- 
w  flexible  virtue  in  refufing  my  folicitation 
"  to  educate  your  daughter  as  a  fit  compa- 
11  nion  for  my  fon,  and  to  do  honour  tQ 

"  that 
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"  that  engagement  which  I  am  defirous  he 
u  (hould  ratify.  You  are  rejoiced  at  find- 
"  ing  your  child — to  Edward  you  are  in- 
€€  debted  for  her  delivery.  She  has  been 
cc  fnatched  from  the  hands  of  a  bafe  liber- 
€€  tine,  who  has  been  feverely  punifhed 
u  for  his  perfidy.  Her  honour  is  pre- 
"  ferved — but  it  was  referred  for  the  fpi- 
u  rited  purfuit  of  Edward,  and  my  own 
"  exertions  to  refcue  her  from  the  bondage 
"  of  infamy.  You  have,  therefore,  a 
u  grateful  return  to  make — her  liberators 
"  muft  be  rewarded. 

"  Fanny  muft  be  the  wife  of  Edward 
a  Hales — I  fee  a  marked  attachment  in 
"  the  young  folks — I  have  a  peculiar  de- 
u  fire  to  encourage  it  for  the  preservation 
€€  of  their  happinefs  —  I  grant  my  ideas 
€i  may  be  fomewhat  lingular  in  the  opinion 
"  of  that  part  of  the  world  which  vulgar 
"  prejudice  has  complimented  with  the 
«  name  of  prudence  and  refleftion — thtf 
"  part  of  the  world  who  entertain  views  of 
"  fuitable  conditions,,  and  the  aggrandifc- 
€€  ments  of  eftates.  Fatal  error  !  and  which 
"  experience  has  too  deeply  convinced  me 

«<  of 
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a  of  its  truth.  Departing  from  the  natu- 
"  ral  ties  of  the  heart,  I  have  no  one  in- 
lf  fiance,  in  the  tablet  of  my  memory,  of 
"  one  happy  affortment  in  marriage, 

"  Fanny  muft  be  the  wife  of  Edward, 
"  Hales.  Here  is  the  grateful  return  you 
"  have  to  make  to  thofe  who  have  reftored 
"  a  loft  daughter  to  her  parents. 

u  I  have  ftill  this  argument  to  offer— 
11  Were  Oie  to  return  to  Oldthqrpe,  judge 
u  of  the  miferable  life  (he  will  be  hereafter 
lt  doomed  to  fuffer  —  her  character  im- 
H  peached — her  mind,  in  fome  inftances, 
"  impreffed  with  fentiments  incongenial  to 
11  her  ftation  in  a  cottage. 

"  And  the  animated  paflion  of  Edward, 
"  my  good  friend— Is  not  there  a  caufe  of 
u  alarm  ?  — Will  that  enterprifing  mind, 
u  rufhing  precipitately  to  the  obje<5t  of  its 
11  regard,  be  reftrained  by  the  cold  pru- 
dence of  age  ? 

"  Pfhaw  !  "^jp  ourfelves  better,  be- 

"  liev.e 
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u  licve  me — Were  we  to  recoiled  the  paft 
"  incidents  of  our  youthful  days^ 

"  The  young  couple  will  meet — bars, 
€€  bolts,  and  a  parent's  anger,  will  not  hin- 
u  der  them,— Come  then,  my  friend — let 
"  Fanny  be  put  under  our  care— (he  (hall 
V  immediately  be  fent  out  of  the  way  of 
"  all  peril  —  I  (hall  henceforward  confider 
cc  her  as  a  young  gentlewoman ;  and  if  the 
a  world  does  not  change  the  fentiments  of 
u  my  fon,  I  (hall  regard  her  father  as  a 
u  welcome  relation." 

The  Baronet  now  tendered  Underwood 
his  hand — the  latter  contented. 

Fanny  was  immediately  to  fet  off  for 
Paris — to  be  educated  under  the  care  of 
the  Dodor's  fifter. 

This  plan  was  to  be  conduded  with  the 
mod  .profound  fecrefy  — and  that  Fitz- 
Morris,  or  any  of  the  Jekyll  party,  (hould 
be  ignorant  of  her  having  been  liberated 
from  Mrs,  Braeegirdle,  the  valet  was  to 

be 
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be  bribed  to  fecrefy  who  conduced  Doc- 
tor Philpot  to  her  houfe  —  and  fhe  was  to 
invent  a  tale  that  Fanny  had  made  her 
efcape  from  confinement. 

Thus  concerted,  the  neceffity  of  Ed- 
ward's fetting  off  for  Cambridge  to  finifti 
"his  ftudies  was  ftrongly  urged,  and  in  Ids 
than  a  week  die  bufinefs  was  finally  fet- 
tled. 

£  The  Jitcceeding  part  of  theje  memoirs  art 
continued  from  a  more  mature  period  of 
my  iife.y 


Vol.  I,     ,  L  a  sgbcis 
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A  SCENE  BEFORE  MY  INTRODUCTION 
INTO  LIFE. 


1  HAD  now  paft  three  years  at  the  Uni- 
verfity,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  fetting  off 
for  the  Continent,  by  my  father's  requeft, 
to  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  time  till  I 
came  of  age.  Then  the  old  manfion  at 
Boxley.was  to  open  its  folding  doors  for  the 
aufpicious  event.  The  Baronet  had  pro- 
mifed  himfelf  a  return  of  thofe  days  of  an- 
tient  hofpitality,  which  portrays  the  page 
of  hiftory  with  the  features  of  hilarity 
and  benevolence,  and  which  imprefs  the 
heart  with  more  fatisfadtion  than  can  be  de- 
rived from  the  fanguinary  feats  of  our  an- 
ccftors. 

*  The  three  years  of  my  academical  ftudies 
glided  away  with  but  little  mixture  of 
anxiety.  Love  was  feated  in  my  bread— 
but  the  paffion  was  not  feconded  by  the 

boifte- 
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boifterous  evil  which  attends  an  attachment 
raifed  at  a  more  mature  period  of  life,  and 
which  might  be  retarded  with  doubt  and 
difficulty. 

I  had  confidered  my  union  with  Fanny 
as  the  firft  impulfe  of  a  youthful  heart — na- 
turally formed  in  a  generous  mould,  and 
unoccupied  with  the  higher  orders  of 
worldly  pleafure.  Ambition  had  not  then 
found  its  way  into  it  tojnterrupt  or  to  mix 
with  the  delicate  paflion.  Thus  I  had 
centered  the  whole  of  my  plans  before  my 
entery  at  the  Univerfity  on  this  maid,  who 
was  to  rule  fole  arbiter  of  my  future  def- 
tiny,  without  the  fear  of  not  poflefling  hen 

But  manhood  now  afiumed  fuperior  pri- 
vileges—I  had  formed  fome  notions  of  life 
—I  had  gay  companions  to  partake  of 
thofe  notions  —  Cornwall,  my  old  fchool- 
fellow  and  brother  academic,  who  heard 
my  childifh  attachment  with  the  fimplicity 
of  inexperience,  and  approved  the  foft 
touches  of  my  heart,  had  now  aflumed  the 
privilege  of  giving  me  a  higher  eftimate  of 
manly  happinefs. 

L  2  °ur 
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Our  vacations  were  chiefly  pafled  either 
in  the  town  or  country,  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year  had  governed  the  motions  of  our  fa- 
milies, and  which  fuited  with  our  academi- 
cal life. 

Public  places,  at  thefe  times,  were  fre- 
quented by  us ;  and  I,  who,  at  an  earlier 
period,  had  derided  the  frippery  of  young 
Jekyll,  now  found  my  glafs  could  difplay 
a  perfon  to  my  eyes  no  lefs  inferior  in  drefs 
and  manners.  The  ladies  had  flattered 
my  good  lopks;  and,  in  proportion  to 
their  civilities,  fo  increafed  the  importance 
of  my  exterior. 

Cornwall's  family  chiefly  refided  in  town; 
and  Mrs.  Cornwall  having  been  many  years 
dead,  his  houfe  was  managed  by  a  maiden 
fifter,  to  whom  was,  in  every  particular, 
entrufted  the  care  and  education  of  his 
daughter. 

The  politenefs  of  this  lady  had  drawn 
me  frequently  into  their  parties,  and  I  foon 
found  the  fifter  of  my  friend  agreeable  in 

manners, 
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manners,  and  charming  in  perfon.  Every 
opportunity  had  been  concerted  to  place 
us  in  thofe  favourable  fituations  which  in- 
duce the  moft  indifferent  of  the  fexes  to 
fofter  thofe  pleafing  prepofleffions,  which 
do  not  fail  to  caufe  a  friendly  intercourfe, 
and  which  time  often  mellows  into  fen- 
timents  of  tendernefs  and  love* 

Faflrion  and  drefs  foon  dazzled — Mifs 
Cornwall  o  our  parties  to  the  Opera,  Ra- 
nelagh,  or  fuch  places  of  public  amufe- 
ment.  I  there  beheld  young  men  of  figure 
and  higher  privileges,  proud  to  (hew  their 
attentions  in  hei;  fjbite — but  I;  generally 
found  I  was  the  more  welcome  to  her  per- 
fon,  and  my  importance  not  a  tittle  elated 
at  the  preference, 

This  kind  of  indu&ion  into  the  gaieties 
of  the  town  was  foon  noticed  by  Lady 
Hales  ;  nor  was  her  maternal  regard  a  little 
heightened  by  it.  The  town  fplendor  of 
Lady  Jekyll  encreafed  —  I  was  invited  to 
her  parties — Sir  Simon  had  been  talked  into 
acompromifein  the  mifunderftanding,  which 
L  \  k*1 
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had  now  lafted  a  confiderable  time  between 
the  families  —  Young  Jekyll  had  made  an 
atonement  for  lending  Fitz-Morris  his  fer- 
yices  in  the  affair  of  Fanny  ;  and  thus  an 
intercourfe  was  eftablifhed. 

Mifs  Jekyll  was  prefented  as  the  rival 
of  Mifs  Cornwall ;  and  between  the  two 
families  I  found  myfelf  affailed  with  every 
prefling  kind  of  cordiality  to  inflame  the 
bread  of  a  young  man  with  vanity  and 
felf-commendation. 

The  force  of  prejudice  has,  doubtlefs, 
the  greateft  influence  over  our  inclinations. 
The  friendfhip  I  entertained  for  Cornwall  ex- 
cited a  partiality  for  his  lifter,  which  had  not 
yet  reached  the  finer  paffages  of  my  heart. 
The  indifference  which  I  always  entertained 
for  the  Jekylls  made  me  receive  their  invi- 
tations with  difguft  —  and  Mifs  Jekyll, 
though,  in  every  refpedt,  a  fine  young  wo- 
man, had  no  (hare  of  my  attention,  and 
barely  that  of  common  civility. 

My  bofom  thus  fwelling  with  the  a&ion 
-r  i:r<%  I  was  loft  in  a  variety  of  concep- 
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tions  on  the  future  plans  which  I  had  to 
purfue,  when  one  day  Sir  Simon  fent  tp 
fummon  mfe  to  a  private  converfation. 

"  Edward,"  fays  he,  "  I  have  re- 
€C  ceived  a  packet  of  letters  from  Paris — 
€€  there  is  one  which  I  conclude  to  be  writ- 
"  ten  from  your  little  (hepherdefs  —  it  is 
€€  direded  to  you  —  This  which  I  hold 
€€  in  my  hand  is  from  Mrs.  Gordon — you 
"  fliall  hear  the  contents." 


« 


u  She  improves  daily  in  the  graces  of 
u  the  mind,  and  flexibility  of  her  man- 
"  ners.     The  attention  which  (he  pays  to 

the  advantages  which  you  have  laid  be- 
"  fore  her  exceeds  the  ordinary .  capacity 
"  of  her  fex. 

u   Nature  has   beftowed    on    her   th« 

"  greateft  good  fenfe,  and  (he  is  fedulous 

u  to  improve  it  to  its  utmoft  extent —  her 

L  4  French 
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c<  French  is  rapidly  approaching  to  that  of 
"  the  courtly  Parifian — her  mufic  delicate, 
"  and  the  ear  Italianifed  —  (he*feels  its  exr 
"  cellencies,  and  already  begins  to  confider 
"  harmony  as  refponfive  to  the  poetry. 
"  This  {he  manages  with  a  fkill  which  at- 
"  tra&s,  by  the  natural  eafe  of  her  voice, 
"  and  the  grace  of  her  manner.  Her  per- 
"  fon  is  alfo  improved  with  her  capacity. 

"  I  have  introduced  her  to  the  circles— 
t€  her  conceptions  are  opened  —  without 
"  the  trop.  fuffifant  (he  can  affert  her  vi- 
"  vacity  with  an  eafe  which  has  *furprifed 
"  me  on  feveral  occafions  with  the  firft- 
"  bred  people  of  Paris. 

"  They  call  her  the  belle  Anghife. — and 
4g  the  Parifian  ladies  are  not  a  little  inclined 
"  to  extinguifti  mod  effedtually  all  the 
"  naive  ti  which  fhe  has  brought  over. 
€i  This  laudable  intention  I  am  attentive 
"  to  modify — but,  to  do  her  juftice  in  this, 
"  (he  wants  but  little  of  my  Teftraint. 

"  A  natural  referve  and  ferious  deport* 
*<  ment  will  in  time  temper  that  vivacity 
i^-  "  which 


,c  which  the  advantage  of  company  can 
"  give  her  —  I  have  already  engaged  her 
"  friendship,  and  her  fentiments  are  my 
"  own  — I  have  long  admitted  her  to  an 
"  unreferved  freedom,  as  the  beft-calcu- 
"  lated  fcheme  to  underftand  her  difpofi- 
"  tion  thoroughly ;  and  I  find,  that  what- 
**  ever  my  condefcenfion  has  granted,  her 
"  natural  goodnefs  of  heart  has  fecured. 

€€  We  have  reafoned  a  great  dea^  about 
"  her  attachment  to  Edward -—my  tears 
"  have  been  (hed  on  her  account — (he  has 
"  a  foul  fit  to  adorn  the  mofl  chofen  of  her 
"  fex. 

<c  It  is  only  to  time  I  can  truft  the  fuc- 
cc  cefs  of  your  lingular  plan  adopted  for 
u  the  happinefs  of  thefe*children, 

"  My  vigilance  and  pains  the  lovely  girl 
"  has  already  engaged  on  her  own  account 
"  — free  of  all  obligation  to  thofe  com- 
<c  mands  which  yoa  have  impofed  upon 
"  me — and  this,  1  think,  will  prove  the 
u  bed  demonfiration  of  her  gentle  mind 
L  c  "anr* 
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"  and  placid  fpirit  —  the  beft  of  all  praifc 
"  which  I  have  to  beftow  on  Fanny  Un- 
cc  derwood." 


There  was  a  pride  which  had  fwoln  my 
heart  to  an  unufual  bignefs  when  I  heard 
the  contents  of  this  letter. 

I  had  caft  a  fort  of  repentant  retrofpeft 
on[the  drama — three  years  had  paft  fince  the 
violent  tranfport — my  pulfe  had  loft  fome- 
what  of  its  irregular  motion — frefti  objects 
of  life  feemed  to  have  replaced  a  portion 
of  my  attachment  to  the  blooming  child  of 
my  fofter  nurfe — in  fhort,  there  was  a  dif- 
ferent impetus  of  adtion  which  had  rebelled 
againft  the  pure  affedtion  of  my  heart. 

The  daughter  of  farmer  Underwood ! 
the  heir  to  the  Boxley  eftate  —  difpropor- 
-tionate  conditions ! 

"he  brilliancy  of  falhion  at  this  moment 

fuperfeded 
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fupcrfeded  my  firft  imprefiions,  and  the 
elegant  fifter  of  my  friend  Cornwall  had 
marflialled  ideas  of  greater  moment  be- 
fore me. 

Fixed  in  doubt,  I  trembled  to  break  the 
wax  of  Fanny's  letter. 

Twas  the  firft  I  had  received  from  her 
hand — the  feal  bore  the  imprefs  of  a  leaf 
—the  motto,  77  ne  change  qu'en  mouranU 

Before' I  opened  the  letter  my  father 
fpoke. 

"  Edward,  I  fee  the  world  has  already 
"  fattened  upon  your  heart — 1  (hall  not 
"  endeavour  to  balance  your  inclinations 
"  on  either  fide — I  renounce  all  govern- 
"  ment  of  your  paflions  —  a  father  in  this 
11  has  no  authority — whatever  your  friend- 
"  (hip  thinks  fit  to  impart,  I  (hall  hear 
"  with  the  tendered  regard  of  a  parent ; 
"  but  do  not  fuffer  that  tie  to  overawe  thofe 
"  plans  which  you  have  propofed  for  your 
"  future  happinefs." 

L  6  I  broke 


I  broke  the  feak 

"   S  I  RT 

"  In  what  language  am  I  to  addreft  the 
€€  fon  of  Sir  Simon  Hales — muft  I  be  go- 
M  verned  by  the  impulfe  of  the  heart— by 
"  the  cold  laws  of  relpeft  ? 

, c*  Three  years  are  paft,  and  I  am  igno- 
u  rant  of  thofe  forms  which  the  difparity 
"  of  conditions  have  preferibed  for  my  go 
"  vernment.  I  float  in  an  ocean  of  error 
u  and  perplexity. 

"  Who  am  I,  Sir  ?  What  is  the  ftate  of 
iC  the  poor  daughter  of  farmer  Under- 
"  wood? 

u  I  write-  eflftifions  of  fiBal  love  to  my 
"  dear  and  fevered  parents  — I  am  an- 
"  fwered  in  all  the  genuine  feels  df  pa- 
"  rental  tendernefs — yet,  can  this  be  fuffi- 
"  cient  to  footh  my  long  abfence  from  the 
'*  humble  roof  which  nature  has  taught  me 
"  to  cherifh  beyond  the  gilded  pride  of  a 
"  palace  ?  No,  Sir.  I  feel  myfelf  l6ft  in 
"  the  obfeurity  of  my  prefent  condition. 

Three 
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u  Three  years — many  affli&ions  can  be 
"  endured  in  this  fpace — many  impreffions 
"  of  deep  wretchednefs  the  mind  can  re- 
"  ceive  !  — My  books  may  foften  down 
m  my  anxious  thoughts— a  cultivated  mind 
*  may  divine  a  paliating  remedy,  bun  the 
"  heart  cannot  be  reieafed  fmm  its  an* 
w  guifh. 

"  Three  yean !— in  what  my  impatience  ? 
w  — Good  heaanens !  I  am  loft  in  wiktnefs  of 
m  conje&ure — Are  not  die  tears  of  a  fond 
"  mocker  impreffed  on  die  leaf  which  her 
•*  fcffe&iaa  has  blotted  ?  And  does  fhe  not 
<c  interrogate  in  all  the  foftnefs  of  maternal 
"  feeling  !  Oh,  Sir — pardon  the  freedom 
u  of  a  prefumptive  daughter  —  fpare  my 
•*  breaft  the  torture  of  making  any  confef- 
u  fion  of  my  fentiments. 

"  On  what  altar  is  my  youth  to  be  facri* 
u  rtced  ?  —  Where  is  that  bleffing  to  fill 
"  my  foul  with  that  portion  of  blift  which 
"  the  abfence  from  my  native  country,  my 
"  home,  my  parents,  have  robbed  me  of? 

w  Accompliihments— fad,  fad  compen- 

«  fatk 
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u  fation — I  have  now  learnt  to  eftimate 
14  my  mifcry. 

"  Have  you  not  drawn  me  from  a 
"  fweet  oblivion  to  poliflied  life — refined 
u  fenfations  ?  —  What  continuance  of 
"  pain  is  there  in  ruftic  life  ?  —  The  foul 
"  muft  be  refined  to  eftimate  the  portion 
"  of  its  mifery — there  is  a  native  refource 
"  in  the  unpoliflied  mind  which  foon  dif- 
"  charges  forrow  from  the  breaft  —  you 
"  have  taught  my  foul  to  feel  the  force  of 
"  its  fenfes  -f-a  tear  can  relieve  in  humble 
€t  exiftence,  bpt  education  alone  can  raife 
"  our  feelings  to  their  acuteft  fenfe.  \ 

"  Three  years  are  paft — My  mind  has 
"  found  a  channel  of  thought  —  deliver 
"  me,  Sir,  from  this  torment  of  anxiety— 
"  there  can  be  no  compact  that  is  ratified 
"  in  which  I  can  difcover  any  denunciation 
"  of  rigour  againft  the  franknefs  of  your 
"  confeffions — Liberate  me,  I  conjure  you, 
"  from  this  deadly  fufpenfe. 

"  Does  the  fon  of  a  Baronet  humble 

"himfelf 
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"  himfelf  to  the  daughter  of  his  father's 
"  tenant,  a  plain  and  fimple  ruftic  ?  — 
"  No;  this  cannot  be  —  you  are  recovered 
"  from  the  delufions  of  early  youth — your 
"  heart  and  underftanding  have  received 
"  more  approved  impreffions. 

"  Prefuming  fentiment  to  extend  my 
"  hopes —  The  effufions  of  my  heart  have 
"  exceeded  my  duty,  my  refpeft. 

"  The  fon  of  Sir  Simon  Hales  was  my 
"  deliverer — I  lowly  bend  to  all— to  every 
"  forrow. 

cc  Forgive  this  unconnected  tranfport— 
"  'tis  the  moment  of  a  deje&ed  mind* 

"  Frances  Underwood/' 


I  (hewed  my  father  the  letter — he  read  it 
with  a  marked  furprife — my  wonder  was  no 
lefs  great. 

The  elegance  of  her  mind,  the  fweet 

tone 
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tone  of-compofition,  confpicuoufly  fhewed 
the  fcope  of  her  natural  intelle&s,  and  the 
great  affiduity  of  her  application.  But 
from  whence  this  improvement  of  a  ruftic 
foul  ?  —  'Tis  true,  (he  had  received  a 
plain  fchool  education  before  fhe  left  Eng- 
land. 

She  had  an  early  turn  for  reading — This 
propenfity  had,  in  fome  %refpedfcs,  been 
chided  by  the  father;  but,  perhaps,  fe- 
cretly  encouraged  by  her  mother. 

My  fitter  Sophy  had  repeatedly  lent  her 
books;  and,  before  the  fra&pre  with  the 
farm  at  Oldthorpe,  Lady  Hales  had  per- 
mitted her,  in  the  interval  of  my  vacations 
from  fchool,  to  call  upon  her  from  time  to 
time — perhaps,  too,  there  might  have  arifen 
.  fome  emulation  in  her  purfuits  of  know- 
ledge, and  (he  might  have  caught  a  defire 
of  improvement  from  my  fitter. 

But  however  forcibly  thefe  confidera- 
tions  may  have  weighed  upon  me,  I  had 

afcribed 


[     *33     ] 

afpibed  other  reafons  for  the  polifh  of  her 
letter. 

Sir  Simon  perufed  it  feveral  times,  and 
returning  it  to  me,  accompanied  it  with 
thefe  words  : 

u  Edward,  the  natural  docility  of  your 
"  temper  will  readily  incline  you  to  give 
t€  ear  to  every  thing  which  an  indulgent 
"  and  confiderate  father  has  to  advance  for 
"  the  happinefs  of  his  fon. 

u  You  are  now  arrived  at  an  age  which 
u  only  requires  a  few  more  years  of  "expc* 
"  rience  to  render  you  decifive  in  your 
"  plans  of  life.  The  education  which  you 
"  have  had,  joined  with  the  natural  good- 
u  nefs  of  your  understanding,  mull  have 
rc  impreffed  you  already  with  a  fenfe  of 
"  your  paft  condudt,  and  will  doubtlefs 
"  have  furnilhed  you  with  prudent  lefibns 
"  to  govern  you  in  your  future  plans. 

"  You  muft,  therefore,  not  confider 
"  yourfelf  bound,  as  I  have  before  faid,  to 
"  any  fixed  rule  which  I  may  have  pro* 

"  pofed 
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*'  pofed  for  your  happinefs.     I  confider 

"  you  now  to  have  enteredinto  the  circle  of 

"  manhood,  and  I  addrefs  niyfelf  to  you 

t€  in  a  certain  degree  of  friendly  equality. 

"  Before  I  confidered  the  neceflity  of 
t(  giving  you  a  public  education,  I  had 
"  firft  ftudied  the  natural  qualities  of  your 
"  mind  and  heart ;  on  thefe  I  depended, 
"  when  you  were  to  be  trufted  from  my 
"  fight.  Your  maftcr  had  promifed  me 
"  his  beft  diligence  to  fcrutinife  your  mo- 
"  ments  of  privacy,  and  I  had  the  inex- 
"  preffible  delight  to  find  the  tone  of  your 
"  a&ions  accord  with  thofe  fentiments 
"  which  I  had  ardently  long  hoped  to  find 
"  inherent  in  you.  Thus  I  progreffively 
"  received  every  information  of  your  im- 
"  provement  in  moral  conduft,  as  well  as 
"  human  acquirement ;  and  when  you  left 
u  the  firft  rudiments  of  knowledge  for  that 
"  hazardous  teft  of  a  virtuous  youth,  the 
"  Univerfity,  I  laid  down  a  plan  with  my 
U  old  friend,  Do&or  Philpot,  to  have  your 
"  adtions  analifed,  and  your  conduct  fu- 
"  perintended.  Nay,  (fays  he)  do  not  be 
"  furprifed—  the  tutor  of  your  college  was 

"  mv 
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u  my  friend,  though  unknown  to  you ;  and 
"  while  the  fons  of  many  carelefs  fathers 
"  were  rioting  in  a  childifh  debauch,  and  a 
"  dangerous  profligacy  for  the  want  of  fea- 
€t  fonable  admonition  and  timely  interfer- 
"  ence,  you  had  a  friend  always  at  youf 
"  fide  to  cozen  you,  as  it  were,  into  your 
€€  academical  duties  —  and  your  bofom 
€€  friend,  Cornwall,  the  ,  fon  of  my  old 
<c  crony,  educated  on  the  fame  principles, 
u  and  who  had  imbibed  fentipients  of  a 
"  fimilar  nature  with  your  own,  gave  me 
"  an  equal  (hare  of  delight,  when  I  found 
"  he  had  proved  himfelf  worthy  of  his 
"  tutor's  regard.  With  fuch  a  compa- 
u  nion  and  friend  I  knew  you  would  be 
"  ftrengthened  in  your  virtuous  principles 
u  of  life ;  and  I  experienced  no  appre- 
"  henfions  of  a  change,  while  Do&or  Phil- 
"  pot  was  fedulous  in  his  enquiries,  and 
"  your  tutor  beftowed  an  invariable  fyf- 
"  tern  of  friendly  affiduity  and  control 
"  to  improve  your  knowledge,  and  to 
"  eftablifh  fentiments  in  you  of  moral 
"  virtue. 

"  Thus,  Edward,  I  have  received  you 

".from 
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€t  from  college,  a  youth  of  parts,  and  un- 
u  fhaken  honour.  But  now,  my  fon,  the 
"  fcene  is  opening  upon  you — you  are  to 
"  encounter  the  world — to  become  an  ufe- 
"  ful,  independant  citizen  to  the  ftate,  and 
"  not  to  afpire  after  unproductive  honours 
"  and  a  fantaftic  (hew  of  fame  and  glory— 
"  all  I  wiih  for  is,  to  fee  you  happy— r 
"  happy  as  a  fenfe  of  your  own  virtye  and 
cc  independant  ftation  can  malfc  you.  The 
"  fenate  is  to  receive  you,  when  you  re- 
"  turn  from  your  travels— when  your  opi- 
u  nions  of  life  are  more  colle&ed,  and 
"  when  you  are  feated  in  domeftic  life* 
"  As  a  fenator,  you  have  received  my 
"  counfel — you  have  heard  my  fentiments 
"  —you  have  been,  told  the  reafon  of  my 
"  retirement  —  this  will  confpire  to  efta- 
"  blilh  the  happinefs  of  your  public  cha- 
€€  rafter — but  as  your  principal  happinefs 
"  muft  be  raifed  under  your  own  domeftic 
"  roof,  the  choice  of  a  wife  will  become 
"  your  next  confideration  —  And  here  I 
€c  propofe  to  make  remarks  on  your  pre- 
"  fent  progrefs  in  life. 

«  I  have  allowed  you  to  aflume  the  car- 

"  naee 
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€s  riage — the  decoration  of  a  young  man 
"  of  fortune — and  this  I  may  fay  in  a  tnea- 
"  fure  unreftrained — But  I  muft  be  frank 
"  when  I  tell  you,  that  the  ftirewd  eye  of 
u  the  doating  father  has  not  l)een  with- 
u  drawn  from  you.  Ihave  noted  your  re-  * 
"  ception  in  the  Cornwall  family. 

"  Mifs  Cornwall"— - 

At  the  name  of  this  charming  girl  I  felt 
a  pulfation  which  recalled  the  blood  into 
my  cheeks. 

"  Mifs  Cornwall,"  my  father  refumed, 
u  receives  you  with  pleafure.  Give  me 
u  your  fentimcnts,  Edward.  Have  you 
"  balanced  the  accompliftiments  of  this 
"  young  lady  with  thofe  of  the  daughter  of 
"  my  tenant  at  Oldthorpe  ? 

"  Come,  come,  my  lad;  I  am  afraid 
"  the  firft  impreffions  of  childhood  have 
"  been  fuperfeded  by  reafon  and  refine- 
"  ment— but  I  was  unwilling  to  counteradt 
"this  natural  impulfe— the  current  was 
"  dangerous  to  keep  head  againft—  I  faw, 

"  indeec 
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€i  indeed,  it  had  gained  too  great  a  height 
"  to  be  diverted  by  force  from  its  chan- 
«  nel 

"  We  may  have  now  procured,  by  ah- 
u  fence  and  addrefs,  what  all  the  open  power 
"  of  the  univerfe  could  not  have  operated. 

"  Mifs  Cornwall,  Edward,  is  a  charm- 
"  *ng  g""l — refpe&able  connexion. 

"  Fanny  Underwood  can" 

Heavens  !' what  an  emotion  my  heart 
experienced  at  this  period  ! 

"  Fanny  Underwood  can  be  provided 
**  for,"  continued  my  father. 

The  letter  had  awakened  my  fenfes  to  a 
conflid  of  contending  emotions.  There 
was  a  plaintive  reproach  in  it  which  alarmed 
my  honour.  'Tis  true,  Mifs  CornwalHiad 
engaged'  my  attention  —  but  there  was  no 
deep  impreffion  made— the  flattering  fenfes 
of  youth  were  more  amufed  than  was  the 
tender  paflion  raifed  to  anxiety. 

Sweet- 
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Sweetnefs  of  manner,  united  with-grace, 
had  won  upon  my  affe&ions—  She  preferred 
my  company— and,  in  the  moments  of  glit- 
ter, fafliion,  and  the  circle  of  acquaintance, 
every  refle&ion  on  the  firft  impreffion  of 
love  was  baniftied  from  my  bread — Sue- 
ceffive  rounds  of  amufement  had  oblite- 
rated the  name  and  genuine  lovelinefs  of 
the  little  Fanny — but  the  letter  recalled  my 
former  attachment. 

My  father  noted  this  conflict 

"  Edward,"  fays  he,  w  you  are  agitated 
"  on  the  reception  of  this  young  woman's 
u  letter.  I  am  afraid  there  is  more  defign 
"  than  nature  in  it.  What  think  you  ?  Is 
"  not  Mrs.  Gordon  thd  prudent  matron* 
"  who  has  given  her  the  good  counfel  to 
"  work  upon  your  paffions  ?  Is  it  poffi- 
u  ble  her  mind  can  already  ha^e  received 
"  this  polifti  ? 

"  Remember,  although  you  are  pledged 
"  in  a  fenfe  to  receive  the  hand  of  Under- 
"  wood's  daughter,  I  would  not  have  you 
"  enter  on  a  fyftem  of  domeftic  life,  un- 

««  lefs 


u  lefs  both  heart  and  judgement  apprwe 
"  the  woman  of  your  choice. 

€.€  Fanny  will  be  better  provided  for 
€c  than  if  (he  had  remained  in  the  farm— 
€€  you  would  have  confidered  her  in  the 
"  light  of  an  inferior,  and  (he  might  have 
u  humbled  herfelf  to  themiferablo— — 

"  No,  Sir— I  have  a  foul  that"— 

"  True,  Edward  —  but  there  are  mo- 

"  ments" ■ 

"  Not  repugnant  to  my  honour — I  have 
"  given  the  law  to  my  heart,  Sir;  and  I 
u  muft  only  think  of  Mifs  Cornwall  in  the 
u  pure  light  of  friendfhip,  of  diftant  re- 
u  fped  —  I  could  yield  to  the  tranfport  of 
"  paffion,  were  my  heart  difengaged  ;  but 
"  my  hoqpur  recalls  me  to  the  lovely 
,"  Frances. 

u  The  letter  is'  her  own  writing — See, 
"  Sir,  it  is  defaced— here  are  erafements— 
u  it  has  been  written  at  many  intervals— 
"  there  has  fallen  a  tear  on  feveral  of  the 

"  letters 
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Ki  letters— She  had  always  a  mind  eager  for 
**  improvement. 

"  My  letter  to  her  mother,  Sir — 'tis  im* 


<c 


poflible— I  muft.  anfwer  it/ 


My  father  was  attentive  to  the  contend* 
ing  paffion  warming  in  my  foul  —  his  eyes 
befpoke  an  admiration  When  he  heard  my 
ele&ion,  and  he  left  me  with  a  fqueefe  of 
the  hand,  and  with  an  exclamation,  "  Ed- 
*'  ward,  1  will  trufl  yau  —  My  fon,  thou 
u  haft  a  firm  and  noble  foul." 

An  anfwer  to  this  letter  now  became  an 
objeft  of  my  deepeft  confideration — deci- 
fion  was  required  — on  it  depended  the 
whole  happinefs  of  my  life.  I  obferved  in  the 
compofition  of  her  writing  an  elegant  fim- 
plicity,  the  rcfult  of  native  fentiment,  and 
an  improved  mind.  Here  my  pride  was 
flattered — the  counfel  of  my  heart  taught 
me  firmnefs  in  attachment ;  but  the  formi 
of  life  ufurped  a  great  portion  of  my  incli- 
nations— the  objeft  was  abfent  —  beauty , 
accompliihment,  and  connexions,  waked 
my  overtures. 

Vol.  L  M  Mifs 
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Mifs  Cornwall  would  have  been  beloved^ 
3iad  my  heart  been  lefs  confulted  ;  yet  the 
«confli<5t  prevailed,  and  I  was  rendered  in- 
izenfolable,  dilpirited. 

There  was  a  neceffity  to  anfwer  Fanny's 
letter ;  but  the  expreflions,  the  terms,  gave 
my  mind  a  perplexity  which  feemed  irre- 
anediable. 

.  To  be  ambiguous,  was  an  artifice  which 
I  thought  unworthy  a  generous  attachment ; 
to  be  explicit,  was  not  the  exadt  language 
of  my  heart.  In  fhort,  I  was  floating  in  a 
ftate  of  uncertainty,  and  apprehenfive  that 
time,  the  world,  and  the  extraordinary 
vicifikudes  of  life,  might  caufe  me  to  re- 
pent the  early  attachment  1  had  formed* 
Thus  agitated,  I  was  determined  to  take 
my  future  plans  of  domeftic  happinefs  into 
consideration,  and  wait  the  time  when  I 
was  to  behold  Fanny  in  a  more  mature  and 
polifhed  fituation  than  when  we  parted — to 
anfwer  her  letter  with  open  and  unreferved 
fcntiments,  and  to  trufl  its  fate  to  the  natural 
goodnefs  of  her  understanding- 

My 
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My  anfwer  r 

**    DEAR    FRANCES", 

"  The  cold  formality  of  your  letter  Ka* 
u  given  me  pain ;  that  pain  is  much  in- 
"  creafed,  becaufe  I  find  you  are  un«~ 
"  happy. 

•*  Tlie  time  is  now  drawing  nigh  when; 
**  we-fhallmeet  on  more  mature  and  re- 
u  fle<5ted  principles  —  then,  my  deareil 
"  Frances,  we  (hall  be  far  better  judges  of 
•*  our  hearts  and  inclinations  than  under 
u  the  roof  of  our  nurfery.  Let  us  fee  what 
u  the  world  will  effeft,  and  not  impofe  a 
"  taflt  of  happinefs,  which  our  hearts  may,. 
M  perhaps,  not  be  compleatly  framed  to 
u  accomplifh.  I  now  readily  conceive  you 
u  will  be  pondering  and  fcanxiing  this  laft 
w  fentence,  and  with  all  the  jealous  irrita-' 
st  bility  of  the  fex,  you  will  confider  it  as 
u  ominous  of  a  change  of  fentiment  in  me. 
u  Perhaps  your  fears  and  conceptions 
H  may  be  juft  —  I  will  not  anfwer  for  ca- 
u  price  or  the  influence  of  life,  and  there- 
u  fore  I  (hall  judge  your  apprehenfions 
*  with  tendernefs.  —  "  Does  the  fon  of  a 
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u  Baronet  humble  himfelf  to  the  daughter 
"  of  his  father's  tenant  ?" 

*€  Love  has  no  dHlin&ion — the  can- 
"  queror  of  a  world  may  be  brought  ta 
"  the  feet  of  the  meaneft  peafant  —  yet, 
"  far  from  wounding  a  mind  fo  polifhed 
"  as  thine  by  comparifons,  it  is  ftrift  juf- 
"  tice  when  1  fay,  that  the  daughter  of  far* 
^  mer  Underwood  is  not  inferior  ta  the 
"  fon  of  Sir  Simon  Hale*. 

u  Education  has  given  that  equality—* 
€€  Education  has  made  up  your  dowry—* 
<*  your  birth,  will  be  elevated,  by  your  vjr* 
u  me  and  merits ;  therefore  of  this,  hence* 
"  fordi,  noretrofpeA., 

"  In  fhort,  I  muft  no  longer  dwell  on 

*  any  part  of  your  letter  which  may  caufe 
"  explanations,  •  The  jime  is  drawing 
"  nigh- 

."  A  twelvemonth— 

"  Leave  the  world  for  this  fpace  for  me 
roam  in— doubt  the  confiancy  of  my 
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"  /ex,  and  tnift  your  fate  to  the  mercy  of 
14  a  young  man  who  is  floating  amidft 
"  fhoals  and  quickfaads. 

. ".  A  twelvemonth,  and  you  return  to 
u  your  native  coufltry  ---  rtiay  that  period 
"  prove  the  ordeal  of  true  love ! — in  thine 
"  I  have  an  implicit  confidence  —  and  if 
"  abfence  does  not  caufe  any  alteration, 
"  you  will  find  that  all  .prejudices  will 
"  vanifti  in  him  who  has  the  imprefliion  of 
CI  Fanny  Underwood  indelibly . fixed  iri  His 
«  heart.  .         , 

"  Edward  EUxes^' 
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PART    OP    A    MtfTTLATE&    LETTER    FR01* 
MY    FATHER   TO   DOCTOR    PHI t POT* 

A*  ;   .  "V 

ND  I  haye  had  two  m6fe  efpeciajl 

*'  reafons  for  this  peculiar  education  of  my 

«  Ton* 

"  As  to  the  firft,  had  1  circumvented 
"  his  early  attachment  with  the  ftern  be- 
*€  haviour  of  the  generality  of  parents,, 
**  alarmed  and  irritate^,'  on,  thfe  thoughts 

Voulh  B  cc  of 
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u  of  degrading  his  ftation  and  pretentions, 
4f  I  fliould  have  effe&ually  turned  his  ge* 
*■  nerous  fentiments  into  a  groveling,  for* 
u  did,  felf  enjoyment. 

"  He  would  have  triumphed  in  his  fu- 
"  perior  rank,  and  the  object  of  his  paffion 
"  would  have  fallen  a  paffive  facrifice  to 
u  his  purfuit. 

"  Then  all  the.  vices  would  have  ruftied 
"  upon  him  — the  moral  ties  of  his  con* 
"  du&  would  have  been  diflblvcd,  and  his 
"  youthful  paflions  would  have  floated 
u  down  the  ocean  of  modern  debauchery, 

€€  He  has  now  a  plan  to  purfue  which 
"  will  exercife  every  tender  .imprcffion, 
"  and  call  forth  all  his  virtue  to  bring  to 
"  perfection. 

«*  If  he  fucceeds,  what  will  not  be  the 
"  approbation  of  the  wife  and  the  good  ? 
"  As  to  the  world,  to  the  vulgar,  the 
"  foolHh,  and  the  vain^  we  will  fpurn  at 
"  their  reproaches,  and .  trace  out  new^ 
4<  maxims  of  happinefs. 

«  This 
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c<  This  I  am  certain  of — by  my  gene- 
"  rous  and  vigilant  condudt  I  have  fecured 
"  his  confidence  and  virtue  — but  from 
"  whence  thefe  fentiments  ?  —  From  you, 
"  dear  Do&or— from  you  1  have  learnt  the 
44  ripe  duties  of  a  parent — and  I  have  now 
€€  had  experience  to  find  their  value  in'ad- 
"  miniftering  the  fame  difcretionary  tuition 
"  to  my  child. 

*c  I  have  examined  Edward  on  the  firft 
"  impreffions  which  he  had  received  of  the 
g€  tender  paffion  for  the  daughter  of  Un- 
€€  derwood— there  was  reafon  to  apprehend 
€€  a  change— Abfence  and  the  gay  flutter 
**  of  life  —  ftrong  incentives,  you  know,  to 
"  fuperfede  the  incautious  fentiments  of  a 
4<  boy  juft  burfting  from  the  fliell  of  child- 
"  hood —  but  he  has  reafbned  upon  his 
"  choice  — there  is  a  powerful  ftimulus  of 
"  honour  in  his  nature. 

"  Mifs  Cornwall,  I  had  reafon  to  think, 
"  was  the  rival  of  our  little  ileve. —  attrac- 
u  tion  in  every  feature  of  her  manner  and 
u  perfon — fortune  and  connections— pre- 
u  ference  too,  I  have  reafon  to  fay— thefe 
B  z     *  "  are 
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**  arc  great  incentives — but  Edward  is  firm 
€k  in  his  firft  imprefiions. 

€€  You  wdil  know  how  often  we  have 
€€  reafoned  on  the  neceffity  of  giving  the 
"  fpirit  of  knight  errantry  to  a  young  man 
"  of  a  good  heart  and  intellects. 

"  However  whimfical  this  epithet  may 
"  appear  at  firft  view,  there  is  more  ferious 
f  €  truth  couched  under  it  than  the  fupeifi- 
u  cial  obferver  of  human  nature  may  at 
"  firft  fight  difcover. 

€i  Youth  will  always  have  a  fpirit  of 
i€  enterprife  —  we  are  then  juftly  to  be 
u  called  Quixots  on  our  entery  into  life ; 
"  and  though  we  may  not,  in  our  diftem- 
"  pered  notions  of  chivalry,  make  our  at- 
"  tacks  on  caftles,  giants,  and  windmills, 
"  there  are  ftill  objefts  of  a  nature  full  as 
"  prepofterous  on  which  we  may  exen  our 
"  prowefs. 

"But  if  inthepurfuit  of  a  dulcina,  there 

"  is  virtue  for  its  bafis.     If  the  mind  of 

"  youth  can  be  averted  from  more  crimi- 

4  "  mal 
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t(  mal  courfes,  and  fteadily  fixed  in  the  more 
cc  innocent,  to  which  experience  andfaga- 
"  city  has  invited  it,  and  more  efpecially 
u  when  die  firft  principles  of  the  youthful 
"  moment  has  pure  nature  for  its  agent, 
c<  then  the  parent  will  triumph  over  the 
"  impurity  and  guilt  of-thofe  courfes,  in 
4t  which  the  generality  of  the  youth  of  the 
u  prefent  age  are  perpetually  rulhing. 

€€  Farther  experience  muft  juftify  the 
u  truth  of  our  plans — all  is  well  hitherto — 
"but  we  muft  dill,  with  patience  and  hu- 
u  mility,  think  with  Solon  in  his  famed  an* 
fc  fwerto  the  profperous  royalty  of  Crcefu*, 
u  *  wait  the  end  of  things/ 

«  P.  S.'  Should  be  glad  to  fee 
u  you  as  foon  as  poffible  in  Har- 
tley Street/1 


B   J  DOCTOR 
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DOCTOR  PHILPOTS  SENTIMENTS  ON 
PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  EDUCAT1C 
AND  AN  EARLY  INTRODUCTION  IN 
LIFE,  IN  ANSWER  TO  MY  FATHE 
LETTER, 


\J  N  the  immediate  receipt  of  your  lett 
I  threw  my  pipe  into  the  fire,  reached  i 
parte  folio,  and  wetted  my  old  pen. 

I  rejoice  to  find  Edward  is  fteady  in  1 
principles — Metaphyfically  fpeaking,  fori 
thing,  perhaps,  may  be  placed  to  a  natui 
good  heart,  and  a  conftitutional  firmnefs 
refokition  —  I  believe  with  you,  that  all 
hitherto  well — and  one  thing  convinces  n 
we  were  both  right  in  our  plan  of  training 


E^is  morals  are  not   corrupted   by  I 
c~:1y  introduction  into  life— with  knoi 

led] 
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ledge  he  is  not  tainted  with  the  vices  of  the 
age— in  this  we  triumph. 

Had  you  adopted  the  plan  of  Lady 
Hales—tBe  private  education  which  I  have 
always  condenined  as  an  effeminate  fyftem 
—his  mind  would  have  derived  no  energy, 
from  the  narrow  confines  of  his  own  family, 
to  withftand  the  frequent  onfet  of  worldly 
trial.  The  mind  of  youth  rauft,  in  fome 
refpe&s,  be  left  to  its  own  powers. 

I  muft  deliver  my  fentiments  more 
clofely,  being  led  to  conclude,  from  a  fur- 
vey  of  the  paft,  we  may  be  able  to  divine 
the  good  efle&s  of  the  future.  . 

It  has  been  often  alledged,  that  good  ex- 
ample can  be  always  prefented  before  a 
youth  under  the  immediate  infpe&ion  of  a 
private  tuition.    This  I  deny. 

Vice,    like  peftilential   diforders  which 
ezale  from  an  Afiatic  fen,  is  contagious  to 
youth,  when  confined  from  the  free  air  of 
.  public  life. 

B  4  Jt 


c  «  i  • 

It  is  aftion  which  will  be  more  likely  to 

repel  the  danger  of  this  contagion,  than 

with  the  fecluded  life  of  a  hermit,  rapt  in 

.contemplation  over  the  lives  of  primitive 

faints,  or  criminal  converts. 

Can  virtue  fpring  from  the  inanimate 
clod,  with  no  oppofite  paffion  of  the  heart  J 
Compare  the  virtue^MF  an  effeminate  and 
fequeftercd  youth,  with  the  virtue  of  him 
who  is  delivered  over  to  the  buflle  of  ft 
public  career. 

Sufpicion  follows  the  theoretical  fyfteft* 
of  the  one,  while  decifion  is  always  preced- 
ing the  practical  fyftcm  of  the  other.  With 
fufpicion,  inclination  totters — moral  advice 
has  loft  its  genuine  efficacy,  becaufe  it  has 
jaot  been  oppofed  with  obvious  precept. 

The  outward  aftions  of  3,  youth,  in  the 
moments  of  recreation,  ftudy,  converfe  with 
his  aflbciates,  furnifh  grounds  for  an  early 
intimation  of  the  heart  and  principle.  On 
this  the  fagacious  friend  muft  build  the  fu- 
perftrudure  of  education. 

Survey 
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Survey  the  boy  fondled  at  home,  cooped 
up  under  the  reftraint  of  private  inftru&ion 
—  no  competitor  of  ikill,  either  in  the 
graver  ftudy,  or  the  lighter  ornamental 
qualities  of  the  mind;  his  talent  flumbers, 
and  his  moral  principles  are  concealed  till 
the  chances  or  viciffitudes  of  Ufe  call  them 
into  action. 

Novelty,  in  this  cafe,  will  faften  on  the 
heart ;  and  at  a  period  of  life  when,  per- 
haps, the  paffions  are  more  ftrong,  he  is  in* 
fenfibly  hurried  on  to  vice  and  intemper- 
ance. 

But  you  will  fay  a  private  education  may 
be  lefs  fubjeft  to  bad  example.  This  I 
deny— contamination  may  be  found  in  die 
climate  of  his  own  family  —  reverberating 
founds  from  his  own  roof  will  imprefs  his 
riling  fancies  with  a  variety  of  criminal  dif- 
orders—  the  human  mind  is  fufceptible  by 
nature — it' will  be  in  vain  to  note  the  influ- 
ence— it  will  only  lay  dormant  uQtil  mature 
age  and  the  advantage  of  the/  world  brings 
it  into  a&iqn,  and  then  it  will  but  too  often 
tafcethe  current  headlong. 


It  has  been  obferved,  that  continual  good 
precept  will  mould  our  nature  into  habits  of 
moral  virtue.  True,  when  youth  is  de- 
signed for  inactive  fpheres ;  but  this  fpecies 
of  culture  will  always  be  found  inimical  to 
buftle  and  worldly  enterprife;  and  the 
youth  will  never  rife  to  equality  of  compe- 
titorfhip. 

Let  him  flip  early  into  life;  let  him 
view  the  contraft  of  virtue  and  vice ;  if  he 
lias  talent  and  genius,  he  will  moil  affur- 
edly  fatten  on  the  former  in  preference  to 
the  latter ;  and  fhould  he,  by  a  kind  of  fur- 
prife,  fall  into  a  temporary  courfe  of  pro- 
mifcuous  pleafure;  there  is  no  fatality  to 
be  apprehended ;  honour  will  foon  recover 
him  from  thisdelufion,  and  his  return  from 
error  will  then  be  more  fignalifed. 

From  thefe  fentiments  I  have  collected  * 
full  approbation  of  Edward's  public  plan 
of  education,  and  his  early  introduction  on 
the  theatre  of  men  and  manners. 

His  attachment  has  evidently  moulded 
his  heart  to  gende  and  delicate  impreffions ; 

it 
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it  has  amended  and  humanifed  the  ftern 
principles  of  original  evil.  It*  doubtlefs, 
verifies  the  adage  of  the  old  frolicfome 
poet, 

•4  Atque  aniraos  placida  contudit  arte  fen*/1 
Fierce  paffions  calm  and  humanife  the  foul. 

My  fifter  Gordon  repeats  her  eulogia  of 
Fanny.  I  find  you  have  written  to  feveral 
Englilh  acquaintance  at  Paris  to  vifit  them*; 
and  I  find,  by  her  report,  that  (he  will  be 
an  ornament  to  the  firft  line  of  domeftic 
engagement. 

She  "has  had  the  advantage  of  the  beft 
mailers ;  and  her  Englifh  acquaintance  will 
cultivate  her  natural  tafte  for  reading,  and 
the  ftudy  of  her  native  language. 

But  after  all,  I  muft  ftili  confefs,  that  the 
poor  girl  makes  a  great  facrifice  to  the  ties 
of  family  affection.  Mrs.  Gordon  has  no* 
ted  much  filial  piety  in  her  nature — a  great 
argument  of  her  fenfibility  and  integrity  of 
heart.  , 

B  6  You 


You  know  it  has  been  my  firm,  fixed 
opinion,  that  nature  is  the  bafia  of  human 
acquirement*  and  of  thofe  elegancies  which 
compleat  the  chara&er  of  the  truly  liberal 
and  expanfive  foul.  We  may  do  much, 
but  p^ture  gives  the  6riginal  germe ;  yet  I 
readily  make  this  conceffion,  that  we, 
doubtlefs,  receive,  by  habit  and  commix- 
ture with  our*  equals,  a  fyftem  of  thought 
which  influences  our  manners,  and  com- 
plears  a  kind  of  coalition  of  fentiment 
which  is  never  to  be  found  among  our  in* 
feriors.  Wherefore  we  have,  doubdefs, 
taken  the  beft  method  poffible.to  introduce 
this  child  of  nature  among  the  moft  po- 
lifhed  of  our  acquaintance.  The  time  is 
now  approaching  for  the  laft  fcene  of  our 
drama — my  apprehenfion  is  only  fixed  on 
worldly  prejudice  —  this  our  fagacity  muft 
endeavour  to  combat. 

I  am  rejoiced  at  your  plan  of  keeping 
Lady  Hales  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  our  little  maid  of  Kent — in  this  I 
augur  a  future  fuccefs — the  minds,  of  the 
fex  are  more  governed  by  appearances,  than 
by  the  hidden  arcana  of  more  fubftantial 

motives* 
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motives.,;  There*  iftay,  perhaps,  be  various 
exceptions;  ■  but.  I  have  generally  found 
their  prejudices  d#fipated;by  this  fpecies  of 
impofing  influence* 

You  haye&id  Nothing  of  the  Jekylls  in 
your  tetxexi  U  would  be  as  well,  perhaps,  to  , 
give,  toe  a  ftfte  Oo  itheir  tcrim  arrangements? 
poffibly  .we  may,  in  this  inftance*  .contrive 
a  plan  to  rfetnove  your  embarraflment— 
there  is  no  accounting  for  the  viiwsof  Lady 
Hales  —  and  how  to  counteract  the  plan 
which  (he  propofes  for  the  union  of  Sophia 
with  young  Jekyll,  may,  perhaps,  exceed 
our  policy.  The  combination  of  her  views 
on  Edward  will  be  defeated  by  his  own  na- 
tural predileftions  andaverfions.— in  thia 
we  have  no  fears. 

I  have  fome  things  to  order  in  my  pa* 
rUh  which  will  arreft  my  attention  a  few 
days ;  after  which  I  (hall  obey  your  fum- 
mons  for  town,  when,  I  conje&ure,  mear 
fures  are  to  be  taken  for  Edward's  grand 
tour^-rtil^  then .  •  » 

'•■•:    V  •  "...    •    ..."    •...-  VALE., 

;'  P.S.  You 
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P.  S.  You  have  heard  my  fendments  on 
the  nature  of  foreign  travel — I  (hall  not  dif- 
fuade  you  from  the  plan,  becaufe  you  have 
given  his  mind  a  turn  to  this  kind  of  pa- 
rental indulgence — let  him  go — but  do  not 
propofe  to  yourfelf  that  he  can  poffibiy  de- 
rive any  folid  advantage  from  it — it  may 
amufc,  and  give  him  a  kind  of  flexible  de- 
meanor, which,  as  Shakefpearefays,  (though 
of  a  more  verfarile  and  light  chara&er  than 
my  friend  Edward) 

4<  A  kind  of  yefty  completion 
c*  Which  pafles  thro*  the  wtnowed  opinion  of  men,'* 

Foreign  travel  can  only  be  productive  of 
real  utility  to  a  young  man  of  rank  and  for- 
tune, when  his  experience  has  rendered  his 
mind  on  a  par  with  the  generality  of  the 
•world;  and  even  then,  I  believe,  if  the 
truth  was  fairly  inveftigated,  pleafure  and 
change  of  fcene  coriftifute  the  real  motive  of 
their  emigration. 

Why  fliould  Britons,  be  made  *  com- 
pound of  the  French,  German,  and  the 

Italians? 
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Italians?  Is  not  folid  fenfe  and  accutc 
difcrimination  to  be  found  in  our  ifland, 
without  the  trouble  of  fetching  it  from 
abroad  ?  Believe  me,  dear  Baronet,  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  under  Heaven  as  the  pof~ 
Ability  of  improving  a  real  native  Englilh 
gentleman  by  foreign  travel. 


THE 
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THE     MATRIMONIAL     PJLOT     FOLLOWED 
BY    GREAT   EMBARRASSMENT. 


G> 


TREAT  reciprocity  in  our  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Cornwall  family  had  excited 
the  marked  difpleafure  of  Lady  Jekyll; 
nor  was  Lady  Hales  fo  much  prepofleffed 
in  this  family  attachment  as  my  father.  In 
the  firft  place,  the  antient  intimacy  of  Sir 
Simon  with  Mr.  Cornwall  —  at  the  fame 
fchool— fame  (landing  at  the  Univerfity— 
My  own  attachment  to  his  (on  had  thrown 
the  eledion  of  friendfhip  into  my  father's 
fcalfe;  and  though  it  may  appear  undutifiil 
and  cenforious  in  the  affertion,  yet  the  fad 
was,  Lady  Hales  was  never  in  ftrift  coali* 
tion  with  her  hufband's  fentiments — his 
,  preferences  were  too  often  her  averfions. 

Befides,  two  objefts  confpired  to  render 
my  mother  lefs  fociable  with  the  Cornwalls 
than  my  father.  The  firft  was,  her  views  in 

the 
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the  Jekyll  family,  to  bring  about  a  matri- 
monial conne&ion  with  me  or  Sophia;  the 
fecond,  her  rooted  diilike  to  Mr.  Corn- 
wall's lifter— arifing  from  this  lady's  pene- 
tration, worldly  constancy  and  fagacity, 
and  who  could  never  be  overawed  by  my 
mother's  frigidity  and  haughty  demeanor. 
Of  this  Lady  Jekyll  was  the  reverfe ;  (he 
had  implick  confidence  in  n&y  mother's  fu- 
perior  knowledge,  fafhion,  and  family  pre- 
tention—  to  which  (he  always  yielded  her> 
mod  devoted  and  fupple  obeifance ;  and  as 
theft  families,  had  each  a  feparate  plot  ma- 
chinated for  immediate  a&ion,  jarring  in- 
terefts  would  doubdefs  arife. 

A  jarring  intereft,  indeed,  of  a  more 
pirticular  nature,  influenced  the  breaft  of 
Lady  Hales,  which  threatened  greatly  the 
happiaefs.of  my  father's  town  refidencc* 

The  partiality  of  Mifs  Cornwall  in  my 
favour  had  evidently  been  obferved  by  her 
ladyfbip ;  and  asfeveral  marked  gallantries 
on  my  fide  had  alfo  been  difplayed  before 
her,  when  I  found  myfelf  in  the  com- 
pany of  this  amiable  young  lady,  my  mo- 
ther 
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ther  Teemed  inclined  to  oppofe  any  feriou* 
overtures  which  might  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  from  it. 

Frequent  fuggeftions  had  reached  my 
ear— on  the  poverty  of  the  family — that 
Mr.  Cornwall  had  purchafed  his  return  to 
Parliament  by  an  exorbitant  canvafs — a 
canvafs  which  had  drained  his  finances  to 
the  loweft  ebb  — that  he  was  therefore  very 
naturally  inclined  to  favour  an  approach 
from  my  fide  to  his  daughter ;  and  hence  it 
might  be  reafonably  inferred,  that  every 
art  woOld  be  pra&ifed  to  accelerate  an 
union. 

The  force  of  thefe  fentiments  I,  doubt* 
lefs,  acquiefced  in.  It  was  apparent,  that 
old  Cornwall  had  raifed  fimilar  expe&a- 
tions ;  and  the  affiduity  of  the  aunt  evi- 
dently bordered  on  the  family  hopes  of  this 
dcfirable  event. 

Here  then  was  placed  her  anxiety.  She 
dreaded  this  connexion — wealth  was  the 
prime  objedt  of  her  heart —  Mifs  JekylTs 
riches  were  iigmenfe  —the  brother  had  an 

equal 


C   *9  ] 

equal  portion  of  fortune  to  beftow  on 
Sophia  —  but  the  little  favour  which  the 
young  folks  feemed  to  difcover  hitherto  foi 
each  other  was  not  a  pleating  reflection  for 
Lady  Hales;  and  thus  it  was  natural  to 
conclude,  (he  would  endeavour  to  fever 
thai  cordiality  which  fubfifted  between  ui 
and  the  Cornwalls. 

Having  received,  at  a  moment's  pri- 
vacy, over  our  morning  tea,  her  fhrewd 
fuggeftions  on  Mifs  Cornwall's  tcndre,  I 
frankly  told  her,  that  I  had  only  indulged 
in  the  common  forms  of  gallantry  with  this 
young  lady ;  and  I  therefore  pledged  my 
honour,  that  all  matrimonial  views  were 
diftant  from  my  thoughts. 

She  was  fatisfied  with  my  afiertSon,  yet 
I  thought  refolved  to  play  the  fpy  on  my 
modons  ;  and  as  I  had  not  formed  a  plan 
contradictory  to  my  declaration,  I  felt  my- 
felf  perfectly  unconcerned  at  the  fufpicion 
which  I  entertained. 

In  her  prefence,  fome  few  days  after  this 

inter- 
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interview,  I  received  a  letter— the  contents 
were  as  follow : 

fC  I  tremble  in  taking  tip  my  pen— my 
€€  confiifion  gives  me  inexpreffible  pain — 
.*'  delicacy  and  decorum  harrow  up  the 
ff  feelings  of  my  fex — but  while  I  con- 
€€  demn  this  overture  of  a  woman's  weak- 
*€  nefs,  my  foul  is  low  funk  in  mifery. 

u  Surely,  Sir,  the  generous  heart  will 
"  extend  its  compaffion ;  and  if  an  equal 
t€  (hare  of  tendernefs  does  not  take  poffef- 
-<c  fion  of  it,  the  honour  of  a  gentleman 
"  will  (hield  a  woman's  fame  from  injury 
«  and  cenfure% 

u  Spare  my  breaft  the  throb  of  angutfh 
:**  in  filling  my  paper  with  thofe  fenti- 
«  ments  on  which  the  tender  heart  could 
"  dwell  with  an  eternity  of  rapture.  If 
"  your  breaft  has  placed  any  value  on  the 
f<  contents  of  this  letter,  fuffer  me  to  hear 
€€  from  your  lips  that  return  which  you 
*'  think  it  merits. 

f€  But,  perhaps— -perhaps— 
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"  In  fliort,  my  happinefs  is  now  flaked. 
i{  on  this  overture  — my  generous  heart' 
"  would  have  fwoln  with  infufferable  an- 
"  guilh,  if  I  had  not  divulged  them. 

"  Amelia  Cornwall. 

"  P.  S.  My  aunt  will  accompany 
*c  me  to  Ranelagh  this  evening  — 
"  I  (hall  be  in  the  third  box  from  the 
"  orcheftra,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance 
"  from  the  lobby." 


When  I  had  perufed  this  letter  Lady 
Hales  obferved  an  agitation  in  my  coun- 
tenance. She  queftioned  me ;  but  I  made 
no  reply,  and  (hordy  after  left  the  room. 

My  intention  was  fixed  to  accept  of  the 
affignation — I  confidered  it  as  a  requifition 
for  an  overture — a  refpeft  due  to  this  amiable 
young  lady  required  it.  I  was  alfo  deter- 
mined to  open  my  heart— to  make  known 
lo  her  my  engagement  with  Fanny  :  yet, 
with  all  thefe  ftubborn  fentiments  s>f  vir- 
tue, 
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tue,  a  mixture  of  gallantry  had  a  (hare  in 
toy  refolution. 

The  vanity  of  youth  heated— the  con- 
queft  which  I  had  obtained — beauty  and 
female  accomplifhments — the  envy  of  all 
the  pretty  fellows  of  faftiion  were  now  at 
my  mercy — fentiments  which  affe&ed  my 
breaft  with  delight,'  and  which  could  not 
be  effe&ually  fuperfeded  by  the  ftern  prin- 
ciples of  any  philofophical  rubric. 

When  the  evening  came  I  ordered  my 
vis-a-vis,  and  about  ten  I  entered  the 
room.  I  foon  fingled  out  the  box,  and 
there  I  beheld  my  lovely  captive.  What 
emotions  now  feized  on  my  feelings !  a 
trembling  hefitation  made  me  approach 
the  box — I  bowed  to  the  aunt— She  rofe — 
Mifs  Cornwall  looked  an  undifcribable  con- 
fufion — her  eyes,  abaftied,  were^afraid  to 
encounter  mine  —  a  natural  meeknefs  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  her. 

Mr.  Cornwall's  fifter  propofed  to  leave  us 
for  a  few  minutes,  to  find  her  brother  and 
Vsfon,  who  were  in  the  room. 

This 
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This  I  confidered  as  a  plan  to  afford  us 
an  opportunity  for  the  tender  moment  of 

privacy. 

Our  embarrafiment  was  fomewhat  re- 
lieved by  the  introduftion  of  the  tea,  which 
Mifs  Cornwall  prepared  to  pour  out— but 
her  trembling  and  delicate  hand  could  not 
obey  its  office.  I  was  alarmed — the  colour 
had  forfaken  her  face — it  was  recalled  again 
into  her  cheeks  with  a  crimfon  fufiuiion. 

I  had  pondered  on  an  overture — feveral 
times  repeated  the  name  of  Mifs  Cornwall, 
but  utterly  unable  to  proceed— I  had  no  words 
—my  utterance  filenced  by  the  conflict. 

Thus  feated  oppofite  to  each  other,  while 
both  feemed  perfe&ly  fenfible  of,  the  con- 
tending  pajfions  of  the  heart,  there  was  no 
language  but  the  eyes  which  could  difcover 
the  tumult  within  us. 

In  this  interefting  fituation  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  obferve  Sir  Simon  at  a  little  dif- 
ttnee  in  the  room,  in  clofe  chat  with  Mr. 
Cornwall ;  and  greatly  to  increafe  it,  to  fee 

them 
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them  followed  by  a  good  round  party  of 
our  acquaintance  —  Lady  Hales  in  confab 
with  Mr;  Cornwall's  filler  —  the  Jekylb,. 
mother,  daughter,  and  fon  —  and  young 
Cornwall  by.the  fide  of  my  fitter  Sophia. 

*  -  The  party  thus  moved  forward  towards 
our  box— their  eyes  foon  noticed  us — the 
Jekylls  curioufly  obfervative  —  looks  of 
more  than  ordinary  ftgnificance — apparent 
fore-knowledge  of  the  fpot  —  the  aunt 
fquinting  fi^gacioufly,  and  whifpering  her 
ladyfhip. 

Mifs  Cornwall,  with  timidity,  afeed  if 
we  fhould  join  them. 

My  apprehenfions  were  rHing— the  fitu- 
ation  I  was  difcovered  in,  critical — to  brave 
it  with  the  demeanor  of  vivacity  and  un- 
concern repugnant  to  the  prefent  fbate  of 
my  mind — My  refolution  fled  me— my 
fenfes  hurried  and  bewildered  in  conjee*, 
ture. 

I  had  *no  intimation  of  Sir  Simon  and 
Lady  Hales's  intention  of  vifiting  Rane* 
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lagh ;  and  the  circumftance  of  the  aunt 
joining  the  party  and  leaving  us,  ferved  to 
lengthen  a  furmife  that  fome  defigti 
might  have  entered  into  the  plan  of  this 
appointment* 

Affe&ions  of  the  heart  are  foon  alarmed 
when  we  fufpefl:  an  artful  interference  on 
the  fide  of  interefted  views. 

I  could  notaccufe  Mifs  Cornwall  of  any; 
fimilar  negotiation  ;  but  it  feemed  too  ob- 
vious that  (he  had  been  made  the  tool  of 
her  family ;  and,  perhaps,  her  letter  might 
have  been*  the  refult  of  fome  deliberation 
fco  prevail  on  me  to  open  myfelf  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  wiflied-for  plan  of  matri- 
mony. 

However  ftrong  appearances  might  be, 
this  was  only  conje&ure,  and  my  feelings 
iiad  gained  no  decifive  (hock. 

The  timidity  in  my  countenance,  th& 
hefitation  in  my  manner,  ferved  at  once  to 
tonfirm  her  that  my  heart  liiuft  have  re- 
ceivfed^n  equal  impreffion. 

Vol.  II.  C  But  ^ 
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But  I  was  refolved  to  fpeak. 

.  "  Your  influence,  Mifs  Cornwall,  is  very 
"  fignalifed.  I  fubmit  lo  your  power ;  but 
"  I  fear  there  is  no  remedy  for  my  afflic- 
€€  tion.  To  impart  the  agony  of  my  mind 
€t  would  be  rapture,  if  I  had  freedom  in 
"  my  heart;  but  while  1  am  thus  permit- 
ct  ted  to  admire,  I  am  interdicted  the  gra- 
"  tification  of  harbouring  any  profped  of 
Cf  happinefs. 

"  Abfence  has  not  diminiflied  the  at- 
"  traftions  of  her  to  whom  my  heart  has 
"  vowed  a  conftant  obligation.  I  am 
"  bound,  Mifs  Cornwall,  to" 

I  now  obferved  this  delicate  creature  to 
call  an  eye  of  inquifitive  impatience— the 
afliy  femblance  of  a  fpirit  had  overfpread 
her  countenance. 

"  Who  is  the  beloved  ?"  her  tremulous 
lips  repeated —  "  And  your  letter  too !" 

"  Who  is  the  beloved  ?"  fhe  again  faul- 

itered.    u  My  brother  once  told  me  of  an 

4  «c  attach- 
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'*  attachment'— Oh,  Mr.  Hales,  where  has 
"  been  my  deluGon?"-*— The  only  words! 
(he  repeated,  and  (he  funk  down  lifelefs. 

At  this  inftant  I  called  an  attendant* 

The  company  in  flocks  preffed  around 
us— Mifs  Cornwall  was  recognifed — our 
fituation  made  public — our  friends  foon 
approached— (he  recovered  in  my  arms  — 
my  tendernefs  and  attentions  difcovered  to 
Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Hales  the  intereft 
which  I  took  in  her  health. 

Her-indifpolition  required  her  to  return 
home.  Mr.  Cornwall,  his  fifter,  and  fon, 
accompanied  her. 

Under  the  moft  painful  fenfation*.  I  took 
my  leave — fenlations  of  a  complicated  na- 
ture—the moft  affli&ing  to  a  generous 
mind,  when  accompanied  by  innocence, 
under  the  femblance  of  deceit  and  dif- 
honour. 

With  a  difordered  and  uncollc&ed  coun- 
tenance I  foon  joined  riiy  family. 

C  2  The 
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•  The  impreffions  which  this  adventure 
had  made  were,  doubtlefs,  alarming  to  the 
confidence  my  father  had  repofed  in  me,  as 
alfo  an  evident  appearance  of  a  frafture  of 
promife  with  my  mother. 

This  confufion  was  increafed  by  the  re- 
queft  of  my  father  to  accompany  hira  to  a 
box  apart.  I  noted  an  unufual  agitation 
in  his  looks  before  he  thus  addreffed  me : 

u  You  hav«  now  the  convincing  proof 
"  of  the  influence  of  a  fine  woman.  The 
"  charms  of  the  fex  are  not  fo  foon  van- 
u  quifhed  by  affertions.  You  had  no 
"  chance,  Edward,  but  to  fly.  However, 
t€  we  muft  do  as  well  as  we  can  now  fke 
"  affair  is  fettled.  Old  Cornwall  muft 
u  lhake  hands  with  me  on  the  ties  of  kin- 
*<  dred. 

"  But  I  confefs  I  had  but,  little  thoughts 
u  that  our  old  friendfhip  would  have 
«  turned  fo  fuddenly  into  family  compaft. 

€€  She  is  a  fine  girl,  but  not  a  fixpence. 
"  I  have  juft  heard  his  family  ftatement— 

"  bis 
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u  his  laft  ele&ion  ha?  ruined  his  family — 
*  thrown  completely  on  the  Minifter's 
"  bounty,  unlefs  fome  of-  our  Kejitifh 
"  eftates  can  raife  him  once  more  to  inde- 
"  pendance.  •• 


€i 


A  very  feafonable  match,  indeed ; 
u  and  if  young  Cornwall  (hould  take  it  in 
u  his  head  to  match  with  Sophy,  the  fa- 
"  mily  compact  will  then  be  firmly  fet- 
"  tied. 

€C  But  what  {hall  we  do  with  the  young 
*  ftiepherdefs?— We  muftnot  defert  the 
u  poor  girl— What  will  Fanny  fay  to  all 
"this?"  v 

Here  I  interrupted  him,  and  defired  he 
would  be  particular  — -  more  explicit — 
begged  he  would  relate  to  me  ,what  had 
palfed  between  him  and  Mr.  Cornwall. 

"  You  have  promifed  marriage  to.Mifs 
€<  Cornwall,  Edward  — (he  has  it  under 
"  your  hand  writing." 

Aftonilhment ! — I  had  written  no  letter-— 
C  3  V  Nay, 


M 
CC 
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Nay,  nay,  Edwartl ;  let  not  difguifc 
fave  your  confufion"-**» 


Difguife !  -^Sir,  I  fcorn-— 

Why  the  privacy  of  your  meeting  her 
to-nighr  ?  TTis  a  ftrong  argument  of  your 
fc  attachment-*- but  the  ktter,  Edward-* 
"  can  you  deny  it  ?" 

I  do,  Sir. 

"  To  deteft  you  in  felfity,  would  be  a 
"  death  wound  to  the  tender  feelings  of  a 
«*  patent— Mufti  believ*  ytre^ Edwanl ?* 

My  life  on  my  word,  Sit . 

I  (hewed  my  father  Mifs  CoratfalPs  let- 
ter ;  atod  I  related  to  him  my  intentions  of 
makitig  a  generous  facrifice  of  her  parti- 
ality to  my  perfon,  in  favour  of  Fanny  Un- 
derwood. But  to  this  he  did  not  aflfent 
with  his  ufual  irtipliot  confidence  in  my 
veracity. 

A  week  paft,  and  my  father's  coldnefs 

continued 
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continued — at  laft,  determined  to  know  the 
reafons  for  his  referve  —  I  demanded  the 
caufe  with  much  energy. 

Fixing  his  eyes  fternly  upon  me,  he  told 
me  there  was  a  letter  under  my  hand,  with 
a  promife  of  marriage  to  Mifs  Cornwall, 
that  had  come  to  his  fight.  To  this  I  gave  a 
peremptory  denial,  and  gave  my  father  the 
moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  my  innocence, 
by  alluring  him  that  I  (hould  that  moment 
fet  off  to  the  Cornwalls,  and  demand  a 
fight  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Cornwall  was  (tern  and  authorita- 
tive in  his  advance  to  me.  His  ufual  man- 
ner, frank  and  cordial;  but  he  was  now 
refcrved  and  haughty — I^felt  my  pride 
alarmed,  and  I  met  him  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple of  a  diftant  demeanor. 

"  I  ana  informed,  Sir,  that  you  have  de- 
"•  clared  having  in  your  poffeffion  a  letter 
u  of  mine  to  Mifs  Cornwall,  which  inti- 
"  mates  a  promife  of  marriage.  I  muft 
"  beg  the  fight  of  this  letter.  It  is  a  for- 
C  4  "  gery, 
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V  gery,  and  contrived  to  injure  me  in  jfour 
"  efteem." 

Mr.  Cornwall  in  reply  : 

"  Take  care,  Sir;  there  is  a  coincidence 
u  of  circumftances  which  may  probably 
"  alarm  your  prefent  effrontery. 

"  To  unite  my  daughter  to  the  fon  of 
"  my  old  friend,  was,  I  confefs,  the  glory 
"  of  my  heart ;  but  no  compulfion.  With 
"  your  change  of  fentiments  you  {hall, 
"  doubtlefs,  Hand  liberated  from  every 
"  engagement ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  as  a 
"  fenfe  of  honour  and  becoming  family 
•J  pride  impel  me  to  reftore  the  fon  of  Sir 
"  Simon  Hales  to  his  freedom,  I  mud  ftill 
€i  regard  the  happinefs  of  my  child  with 
"  the  jealous  eye  of  a  tender  parent,  • 

€(  What  reparation  is  there  in  your 
"  power  for  the  wrongs  you  have  done 
€i  her  ?  Have  you  not  engaged  her  affec- 
"  tions  ?  Can  you  deny  the  perfonal  pre- 
"  ferences  (hewn  to  her  ?  Is  not  the  world 
*€  apprifed  of   your  engagement  ?  —  To 

#c  fport 
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u  fport  with  her  affe&ions,  Sir  —  to  flatter  . 
"  an  attachment,  and  then  to  break  with  a  . 
€ c  fudden  ficklenefs  of  temper  without  pro- 
"  vocation.  Though  the  council  of  friends 
"  may  have    had    its  effeft,   it  has  not 
"  fcreened  you  from  my  refentment. 

"  Do  you  deny  the  letter,  Sir  ?  * —  Incre- 
€\  dible  conduct! — The  fair  report  of 
*\  your  integrity — your  honour — for  Hea- 
* \  ven's  fake,  Mr.  Hales,  recover  yourfelf. 

t€  Did  you  not  give  Amelia  the  meeting 
"  at  Ranelagh  ?  Has  not  every  individual 
"  particular  of  your  conduct  arifen  to  the 
c!  fubftance  of  a  belief  that  you  had  made 
"  honourable  addreffes  to  my  daughter  ? " 

My  reply : 

«  Whatever  appearances  may  be,  I  ftill 
"  aflert  my  honour  and  my  word — the 
€<  letter  is  not  mine.  I  place  my  life  on 
*'  my  word ;  and  though  it  diftrefles  me  to 
"  the  very  heart  to  be  obliged  thus  to  re- 
u  ply  to  a  fuperiority  of  years,  I  muft  juf- 
c  5        ■...  .  .  .     "  tify. 
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€t  tifymy  own  conduS  in  die  face  of  the 
"  grayeft  experience"—-* *-- 

Your  accufation  is  falfe. 

u  I  venerate  the  perfon  of  Mr.  Corfi- 
"  wall,  but  I  alfo  refpedt  my  own  cha- 
"  rafter. 

"  Amelia,  Sir— Exeufe  my  entering  in- 
u  to  particulars — I  would  convince  you  of 
"  my  regard,  but  —  Indeed  I  Would  not 
u  excite  your  refentment — I  am  falfely  ac- 
"  cufed." 

I  now  felt  myfelf  uncommonly  agitated 
—Mr.  Cornwall  ftitf,  with  a  ftera  counte- 
nance, waited  aft  expoftulation. 

But  I  felt  unable  to  proceed—*— 

He  now  produced  the  letter—  * 

"  There,  Sir ;  think  not  I  am  fo  bafe  or 
"  fordid  as  to  retain  your  fignature  for  a 
"  court  of  juftice. 

«  If  youf  honour  is  blackened  by  your 

"  difavowal"   ■  ~ 

^  "  "If 
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€€  If  my  honour" — I  repeated  his  words 
briikly,  and  cafting  my  eye  immediately  on 
the  hand  writing,  which  was  to  the  follow- 
ing effeft : 


€€ 


MY   DEAREST   AMELIA, 


€€  I  find  the  world  are  bufy  and  med- 
"  ling — Our  names  are  made  the  topic  of 
iC  difcouife  in  the  circle  of  our  friends. 
"  They  mufit  not  talk  without  reafon ;  and 
"  thar  public  hearfay  may  be  better 
u  founded,  I  ardently  wifti  for  an  avowal 
IC  of  your  fentiments. 

"  You  here  know  mine  —  haunted  by 
"  the  feireft  face  of  perfeA  beauty,  I  am 
u  a  wretch  in  your  abfence  —  that  empire 
u  you  muft  have  fkill  and  ingenuity  to  dif- 
€€  cern  —  perhaps  I  may  be  too  vain  when 
"  I  rehearfe  the  fentiments  of  mutual  fym- 
u  pathy,  and  fuggeft  that  I  am  not  ill  re- 
"  ceived  in  your  good  opinion.  Oh  that 
"  I  could  induce  you  to  heftow  a  more 
u  tender  appellation ! 

u  Will  thefe  my  fentiments  excite  in 

C    6  €<   yOU 
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"  you  the  wifhed-fbr  epithet  which  1  aCpire 
"  to?  Will  the  effufions  of  my  heart  be 
"  received  .with  favour,  rewarded  with  an 
Cf.  equal  return  ?  Heavens,  what  do  I 
"  rifque !  — eternal  happinefs —  miferabk 
"  fufpence! — Hope — trembling  diftruft— 
€C  in  my  heart  I  muft  declare  the  agony 
"  which  opprefles  it. 

"  Amelia  Cornwall  is  adored  by  Ed- 
"  ward  Hales.  His  hand  will  lead  her  to 
"  the  altar  of  confecrated  blifs.  His  for- 
"  tune,  his  expeditions  are  devoted  to  her 
"  happinefs. 

"  Ah !  will  Amelia  refufe— the  thought 
"  drivers  my  heart  with  a  deadly  pannic— 

€€  I  wait  the  decree  with  unutterable  im- 
"  patience —  I  lhall  nojt  wait  your  anfwer 
' "  by  letter,  but  hope  to  receive  it  by  a 
"  look,  a. word.  Writing  was  made  for 
"  diftant  lovers.  What  immenfe  rapture 
"  in  beholding  the  objefl:  of  our  adora- 
"  tion,  and  hearing  the  pleafing  fentence 
"  from  her  lips. 

"IOiaU 
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"  I  ihall  be  at  Ranelagh  to-night— the 
€€  third  box  from  the  orcheflra-r-to  the  left 
"  of  the  entrance  from  the  lobby — there  I 
"  (hall  wait,  in  trembling  expe&ation,  the 
€t  reward  or  punifliment  which  Amelia 
"  Cornwall  will  pronounce  on 

"  Edward  Hales.? 

Aftonifhment ! — I  read  the  real  fenti- 
ments  of  my  heart — fentiments  in  which  I 
-could  have  delighted  with  an  immenfity  of 
tranfport,  had  I  the  freedom  of  indulging 
them — I  rofe  from  my  feat— fupprefled  the 
puliation.  The  effort—  the  ftruggle  was 
great, 

u  If  your  honour  is  blackened  by  your 
u  difavowal" 

I  had  never  before  been  expofed  to  fuch 
rigorous  fuggeftion.  But  I  addreffed  him 
with  calmnefs — with  a  deep  and  pointe4 
xefpeft. 

"  Mr.  Cornwall,  I  do  difavow  this  writ- 
lf  ing ;   but  I  acknowledge  the  force  of 

"  thofe 
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€€  thofe  fentiments  which  the  unknown  in- 
"  tcrprctcr  has  had  fkill  enough  to  divine, 
"  as  the  tree  ftate  of  my  heart.  It  (hall 
m  not  be  my  pait  to  farmife  at  the  artful 
•*  inventor  of  this  forgery ;  but  as  the  pre- 

*  font  moment  fcems  favourable  for  a  frank 
«  declaration  of  my  conduft,  I  fliall  not 
"  hefitate,  before  I  take,  my  leave,  to  fpeak 
*•  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner.  This  is 
€C  all  I  can  do  under  the  imputation  of  any 
"  difhonourable  conduft  in  your  family. 

cc  Know  then,  time,  opportunity,  and 

*  other  favourable  circumftances  have  ren- 
**  dered  your  daughter  amiable  in  my  eyes; 
M  nor  was  it  till  the  recolleftion  of  an  ear- 
€t  lier  attachment  that  I  fufpe&ed  my  vifits 
€€  in  your  family  might  give  colour  for 
<c  fuppofing  that  I  had  views  of  a  matrimo- 
C(  nial  connection  in  it.  In  this  I  have  to 
u  lament  the  common  mode  of  prefixing  a 
u  ferious  engagement  to  thofe  young  pcjo- 
44  pie,  whom  the  mere  ties  of  acquaintance 
€€  or  family  intimacy  may  have  drawn  to- 
ff gether. 

"  With  MHs  Cornwall  I  fhould  have 

•«  been 
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€4  been  happy,  if  I  had  not  before  experi- 
€t  enced  a  ptepefleffion  which  my  honour 
€t  binds  me  to,  and  which  abfence  may* 
u  perhaps,  by  removing  the  objeft,  fome- 
m  what  have  lefiened  its  influence.** 

Before  I  took  my  leave  a  thought  ftruck 
me,  that  the  letter  I  received  for  the  ap- 
pointment at  Ranelagh  was  aMb  a  forgery 
to  enfhare  me  into  an  avowal  of  a  recipro- 
cal attachment ;  and  begging  the  ufe  of 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  I  envelloped  the  let- 
ter to  his  daughter,  rcquefting  her  anfirar 
to  the  truth  of  its  originality. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  lovely  Amelia  en- 
tered the  room  under  tfhe  greateft  po&ble 
agitation  of  Fpirits— pale  and  trembling— 
(he  was  in  a  white  muflin  undrefs  robe— 
her  hair  floating  in  ringlets  on  her  (boul- 
ders—her  looks  -caffi  on  the  ground,  and 
prefenting  die  letter  which  I  enclofed  te 
her,  fhe  thus  fpoke : 

€€  Mr.  Hales,  this  letter  is  not  of  my 
fC  writing.  We  have  both  been  cruelly 
11  and  artfully  betrayed." 

When 


j 
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.  When  Mr.  Cornwall  heard  this  declara- 
tion, he  inftantly  told  her  of  my  denial  of 
the  letter  to  her. 

The  greateft  indignation  on  her  countc-, 
nance  was  now  vifible. 

„  To  be  expofed — the  public  talk— to 
have  her  name,  by  unfounded  report, 
united  to  a  man  whom  (he  fecretly  admired, 
yet  who  had  now  given  the  death  wound  to 
her  hopes,  excited  in  her  breaft  the  moft 
conflicting  fentiments. 

The  only  mitigation  for  the  pain  Ihe  felt 
was  to  retire  ;  and  cafting  the  mod  plain- 
tive look  of  diftrefs  upon  me,  with  a  gentle 
bend  of  her  body  fhe  left  the  room. 

.Mr.  Cornwall,  convinced  of  my  inno- 
cence, his  own  mind  unufually  agitated, 
begged<  of  me  to  take  fome  chocolate. 

By  a  kind  of  fafcination  I  was  riveted  to 
my  chair.     I  welcomed  his  invitation. 

<<  I  now  apologife,  Mr.  Hales,  format* 

"  hafty 
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•*  hafty  decifion ;  but  you  muft  allow/' 
feys  he,  "  that  I  had  great  caufe  for  my 
"  unquietnefs.  'Tis  true  the  explanation. 
"  has  fomewhat  calmed  me,  but  I  am  far 
"  from  having  regained  my  peace  of  mind* 
"  This  affair  will  prove  an  infurmountable 
"  injury  to  my  dear  Amelia's  fortune. 
"  You  muft  pardon  me,  when  I  now  fpeak 
"  in  open  terms.  Your  frequent  vifits  of 
"  intimacy  here  have  kept  many  young 
f*  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune  froin 
"  paying  their. addrefles  to  her;  nor  has  it 
"  been  from  one  acquaintance  only  that  I 
"  have  been  congratulated  with  an  ap- 
"  proaching  union  with  my  daughter. 
"  How  will  this  affair  now  terminate  ?— 
"  the  world  will,  doubdefs,  believe  that 
*'  you  have  engaged  her  affections;  and 
"  few  young  men  would  wilh  to  take  that 
"  woman  by  the  hand  whofe  heart  is  not 
u  alfo  at  her  difpofal. 

"  Believe  me,  Sir,  I  muft  always  con- 
"  fider  you  as  the  author  of  her  future  misr 
u  fortunes,  and  of  the  great  trouble  which 
u  I  now  experience. 

"I  will 
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"  I  will  readily  admit,  that  you  have 
€l  innocently  been  the  caufe  of  this  cala- 
<c  mity ;  but  it  furely  behoves  you  to  ren- 
"  der  equity,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  your 
ci  power/* 

The  eflfeft  of  this  fhort  addrefs  ftruck  an 
anguifh  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  foul — I 
was  on  the  point  of  a  furrender— my  at- 
tachment to  Fanny  was  flkting  before  me 
like  a  vifion  of  the  night. 

To  involve  Mr.  Cornwall's  family  in  dif- 
trefs  —  the  beautiful  Amelia  — our  old 
friendfliip  to  ceafe 

On  either  fide,  preponderating  the  tics 
of  the  heart,  the  binding  engagement  of 
honour,  the  balance  feemed  fufpended  on 
the  minuteft  point*  Critically  influenced 
by  an  equal  conflidt  of  fentiment,  I  knew 
not  where  to  fly  for  council,  and  I  was  de- 
livered up  to  the  mofl:  mournful  condition 
of  forrow. 

Mr.  Cornwall  well  noted  the  ftate  of 
my  mind.     "  Sir/'  fays  he,  «  I  (hall  leave 

««  this 
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u  this  unhappy  affair  to  your  resolutions, 
€*  I  can  only  fay,  fince  you  have  efpoufed 
"  the  oppofite  fide  of  my  inclinations, 
u  which  thefe  untoward  circumftances 
"  have  rendered  fo  unfatisfaftory,  that  our 
"  acquaintance  has  proved  the  bane  and 
u  misfortune  of  my  family. 

"  I  underiland  you  have  informed  Ame* 
*'  lia  that  your  choice  is  fixed  on  another 
"  lady. 

"  Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Hales  may  afpire, 
*  perhaps  to  a  more  exalted  partner  for 
«  you— in  fortune  and  rank  fuperior"—- -« 

The  acute  pain  of  my  feelings  obliged 
the  to  interrupt  him. 

u  The  fevere  date  of  my  mind,  Mr. 
"  Cornwall,  will  not  allow  me  to  make 
u  you,  at  this  moment,  a  proper  reply— 
"  Suffer  me  to  retire — I  am  difconcerted 
M  — perplexed — your  words  have  made 
u  the  ftrongeft  impreffion." 

I  was  now  rifing  to  take  my  leave,  when 

the 
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the  poftman  knocked  at  the  door — a  packet 
of  letters  were  delivered  —  One  of  theirf, 
with  a  foreign  poft  mark,  caught  my  eye- 
it  was  direfted  to  Mifs  Cornwall  —  Mr. 
Cornwall  ejaculated  a  furprile— his  daugh- 
ter had  no  correfpondence  on  the  Continent. 

Judge  of  my  aftonifhment — I  recognifed 
the  hand  writing  of  Fanny  Underwood. 

Curiofity  impelled  me  to  know  from  the 
poftman  whether  he  had  letters  for  me. 

There  was  one  fent  me  into  the  room— 
From  Paris— I  broke  the  feal  -^-the  figna- 
ture,  Frances  Underwood. 


perplex- 
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PERPLEXITY  OF  MR.  HALES — REMORSE 
ON  THE  FICKLENESS  OF  HIS  FIRST 
ATTACHMENT. 

On  Mr.  Cornwall's  occafional  leaving 
the  room,  I  read  the  letter. of  the  negledted 
Fanny — remorfe  reverberated  on  my  heart- 
ftrings.  Deluded  by  the  impetuous,  un- 
reftrained  principles  of  youth,  my  breaft 
heaved  with  no  real  mifery.  No  anxious 
repugnance— no  mental  agony.  I  thought 
myfelf  fecurc  in  the  lafting  fentiments  of  a 
humble  farmer's  daughter;  nor  could  I 
Jbave  entertained  the  moft  diftant  thought*, 
that  the  empire  which  I  had  affumed  over 
the  inferiority  of  her  original  ftation  would 
have  thus  been  fo  nobly  difclaimed. 


a 


SIR, 


"  Your, heart  is  at  liberty.    I  am  reco- 
*  vered  from  the   moment    of   extreme 

"  mifery. 
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€€  mifery.  Your  letter  has  funk  me  to  the 
u  earth.  A  gleam  of  returning  reafon 
"  has  now  dawned  upon  me,  and  I  am 
"  raifed  to  c*lm  rofledion. 

"  I  have  been  apprifed  of  your  engage- 
"  ment  with  Mifs  Cornwall. 

€t  I  could  have  wept,  but  my  heart  was 
u  overcharged  with  grief.  My  pride,  too, 
€€  was  alarmed.  With  the  polifh  of  life  I 
"  had  forgot  the  humility  of  my  birth,  and 
"  my  foul  towered  beyond  its  prefcribed 
u  limits. 

"  JJut  here  let  me  conjure  you,  Sir,  to 
"  fpare  my  bread  this  poignant  anguifli. 
"  Do  not  accufe  my  forrow  of  difappoint- 
M  ment.  Sure  I  am,  that^  raifed  to  a  dif- 
u  parity  of  condition  above  my  family,  my 
41  foul  has  been  overwhelmed  with  grief 
€€  infupportable.  My  relu&ant  fpirit  has 
€€  bewailed  the  moment  I  left  the  peaceful 
"  home  of  my  parents. 

"  Could  the  fagacious  experience  of  Sir 
*<  Simon  Hales  believe  it  poffible  that  his 

"  fon, 
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u  fon,  on  his  entry  into  life,  amidft  the 
"  gay  and  fplendid  forms  of  his  equals, 
u  would  preferve  an  attachment  to  an  un- 
"  educated  girl— an  attachment  conceived 
"  only  by  the  natural  habit  of  an  infant 
"  acquaintance,  and  not  ripened  on  any 
<c  principle  of  refle&ion  ?  No  appeal  to 
"  the  ferious  admonitions  of  the  heart,  to 
"  the  wifdom  of  conduft,  to  the  difcrimi- 
"  nation  of  right  and  wrong  ? 

"  Well  was  it  then  judged,  Sir,  to  *re- 
u  move  the  obfcure  objeft  of  juvenile 
"  purfuit,  to  amufe  it  with  the  glittering 
"  hopes  of  fuccefs,  till  the  more  favour- 
"  able  opportunity  had  gained  a  vidory 
u  for  his  fon. 

u  The  forefight  of  a  prudent  father  is 
"  now  rewarded — the  fpirit  of  a  giddy 
"  boy  turned  into  the  path  of  regular  de;- 
"  corum.  You  have  beauty,  and  a  nearer 
"  equality  of  birth  to  confirm  the  hopes  of 
"  your  femily — The  triumph  is  complete. 

"  I  require  no  retrofpeft  on  your  part — 
"  all  is  peace  here,  believe  me,  Sir— Mo- 

"  derate 
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c*  derate  your  own  feelings,  and  peifuade* 

"  yourfelf,  that  what  I  have  loft  by  thi 

<c  calm  repofe  of  a  more  obfcurc  condi- 

4€  tion,  I  have  now  gained  by  an  infur- 

iC  mountable  pride  of  precept. 

"  Be  bleft  with  the  woman  of  youf 
"  choice,  and  forget  there-  ever  once  ex- 
4€  ifted  the  once-afpiring,  but  now  refigned 
"  anddefcrted 

i€  Frances  Undbrwoop. 


To  defcribe  the  effc&s  of  this  letter 
would  require  all  the  energy  of  human 
power. 

I  had  ftruggled  with  the  conflidt  —  the 
perfonal  prefence  of  a  Jbeautiful  face  and 
an  ornamented  mind,  united  in  the  perfon 
of  Mifs  Cornwall,  had,  doubdefs,  much 

impaired 
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impaired  the  original  and  ardent  paffion  I 
entertained  for  Fanny — but  I  had  com- 
pleated  my  triumph. 

Tis  true  I  was  fluctuating,  when  Mr. 
Cornwall  Jiad  left  the  room,  on  the  proper 
courfe  I  was  to  follow  in  the  perplexity  of 
his  pretended  engagement  with  his  daughter, 
whofe  fituation  had,  .doubtlefs,  much  af- 
fedtedme — but  I  had  firmly  balanced  my 
conduit  in  favour  of  Fanny. 

This  letter  now  threw  my  feelings  afloat, 
and  diftradtion  itfelf  feemed  ready  to  aflail 
me.  I  paffed  in  review  my  conduft  fince 
I  parted  with  this  little  firfl:  favourite.  Ac- 
cufation  had  follbjved  accufation. 

I  now  recolle&ed  the  parting  word  of 
her  native  innocence.  Every  tender  recoU 
leftion  ruftied  into  my  mind.  Under  this 
painful,  this  agonifing  folicitude,  penfive, 
my  head  reclined  on  the  back  of  a  deep 
and  eafy  cabriole  chair  of  Mr.  Cornwall, 
and  delivered  up  to  every  m^irnful  idea  in 
the  catalogue  of  juvenile  misfortune,  the 
letter  of  Fanny  in  my  hand,  I  was  broke 

Vol.  II.  D  in 
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in  upon  by  Mifs  Cornwall,  who,  entering 
through  a  green-baize  folding  door,  which 
led  to  an  and  room,  with  a  light  tread, 
and  my  back  turned  to  the  fpot,  harrowed 
up  my  feelings  to  furprife.  I  flatted  from 
the  chair.  % 

Mifs  Cornwall  obferved  my  agitation— 
the  letter  in  my  hand.  The  effeft  of  my 
wild  looks  bereft  her  of  utterance.  The 
delicacy  of  her  nature  began  to  totter.  She 
alfo  held  in  her  hand  a  letter.  With 
trembling  fteps  (he  feated  herfelf  on  a  fo- 
pha  oppofite  to  me  —  and  holding  out  the 
letter,  (he  begged  my  perufal  of  it. 

"   MAI>AM, 

c<  An  unfortunate  young  woman  folicics 
"  your  friendfhip. 

"  A  ftranger  to  your  perfon,  though  not 
"  fo  to  the  amiable  virtues  which  have 
<4  marked  your  charafter. 

<c  To  flattery,  I  am  Hot  to  be  beholden 
"  for  the  intereft  which  I  may  poffibly  de- 

«<  rive 
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"  rive  in  writing  this  letter.  To  an  in- 
u  tereft,  which  can  only  be  conducive  to 
"  foften  my  cares  in  divulging  the  prefent 
u  fentiments  of  my  heart. 

cc  I  have  been  informed,  that  Mr.  Hales 
c<  has  received  your  fandtion  for  his  ad- 
"  dreffes. 

"  Fooiifti  woman  !  I  was  taught  to  be- 
cc  lieve  it  poffible  that  a  young  man,  du- 
"  ring  feveral  years  abfence,  could  pre- 
u  ferve,  pure  and  unfullied,  the  firft  vows 
"  of  his  affe&ion.  I  was  dreaming  of  con- 
u  ftancy  at  the  time  his  parents  and  friends 
"  were  ufing  their  fedulous  diligence  to 
u  difunite  the  compa<ft  of  his  ardent  pur- 
"  fuit. 

"  In  thefe  fentiments  I  may,  perhaps, 
"  accufe  Mifs  Cornwall  of  rivaling  the 
"  unhappy  and  innocent  objeft  of  his  at- 
"  tachment;  and  when  I  have  prefixed  the 
cc  epithet  of  a  pure  and  unfullied  vow,  (he 
u  may  queftion  my  humility  and  refpech 

"  No,  Madam  ;  I  do  not  fufpedt  you  of 
D  2  "art 
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"  art  or  defign  to  entice  Mr.  Hales  to  this 
'*  injuftice.  The  delicacy  of  your  educa- 
€€  tion  far/  very  far,  will  difmifs  any  fimilar 
"  reflefKon.  By  fimilar  advantages  to 
"  yourfelf,  my  own  affiduity,  and  the  good 
"  counfel  of  a  diligent  friend,  vigilant 
"  over  my  increafing  years,  have  taught 
"  me  to  draw  the  line  between  the  confif- 
"  tent  duty  I  owe  myfelf,  and  the  refpeft 
"  which  is  due  to  my  fuperiors  in  birth 
"  and  fortune. 

c€  Tis  true,  low  and  humble  my  birth, 
"  I  had  fome  degree  of  vanity  in  my  heart, 
"  mixed  with  the  pureft  affedtion.  I  had 
"  confidered  myfelf  as  the  favoured  objeft 
"  of  Mr.  Hales's  regard. 

"  To  thefe  fentiments  I  had  made  great 
"  facrifices  —  the  greateft  of  all  earthly  fa- 
"  crifice — a  home— the  cherilhed  fondnefs 
"  of  two  tender  parents;  and  I  had  fuflfered 
u  a  voluntary  banilhment,  as  far  as  the  ad- 
"  vantage  of  education  would  avail,  to  pre- 
"  ponderate  againft  birth  and  fortune. 

But  this  banilhment— fad  reach  of  po- 

"  licy 
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"  licy  on  the  fide  of  his  family,  when  there 
t€  was  a  chance  of  its  involving  an  inno- 
"  cent  woman  in  the  depth  of  human 
"  mifery  !  This  banifhment  was  conti- 
"  nued  to  draw  Mr.  Hales  from  his  early 
fC  and  imprudent  attachment,  and  it  has 
"  well  fucceeded. 

"  But  where  is  my  reparation  ? 

t€  Can  affluence  atone  for  the  violation 
"  of  thofe  delicate  ties  which  the  well-re- 
u  gulated  heart  of  a  woman  has  matured 
"  by  education,  and  the  fixed  principle  of 
"  her  own  virtue  ?  Surely  not.  My  pre- 
"  fent  elevation  muft  be  completed  only 
"  to  render  my  future  life  proportionably 
ft  miferable.    . 

€€  Raifed  above  the  thatched  roof  of  my 
"  parents,  with  what  an  incongruity  of  foul 
"  muft  I  return  to  it  without  the  prize  I 
"  have  been  afjpiring  to ! 

"  Yet,  Madam,  my  envy  at  your  better 
"  fortune  has  been  nobly  defeated,  I  affure 
"  you.     I  have  obtained  a  complete  con- 
D  %  "  quef 


C     54    ] 

"  queft  over  every  bafe  and  fordid  gratifi- 
"  cation.  With  die  lofs  of  Mr.  Hales  I 
"  have  repelled  the  mean  felfifli  vanity  of 
"  my  heart ;  and  I  fliall,  without  a  pang, 
<c  when  diverted  of  the  fuperfluous  vani- 
"  ties  which  my  fituation  is  now  furrounded 
"  with,  return  with  humility  to  my  long 
"  and  tender  abfent  parents.  In  a  ruffet 
<c  gown,  and  diligent  fpirit,  I  mean  here- 
c<  after  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  an  Englifti 
€€  cottage;  and  tKough  I  may  entertain 
"  the  natural  impulfe  of  forrow  on  the  re- 
"  colleftion  of  a  few  flattering  moment! 
"  of  human  felicity,  I  have  a  foul  that  can 
"  fubrait  with  perfevering  refolution,  to 
€€  mourn,  in  folitude,  andufeful  bodily  la- 
f  c  bour,  the  misfortune  of  an  early  delufion. 

"  Thefe 
*'  woman,  v 
I*  intern^ 
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"  againft  the  malignant  reproachss  of  a 
misjudging  world, 

"  In  thefe  hopes  may  my  wifbcs  then 
11  afcend,  that  Heaven,  which,  in  wifdom, 
"  has  corrected  my  youth,  by  teaching  my 
€i  foul  a  greater  portion  of  humilirv,  may 
u  take  you  under  its  prote&ion  for  the 
u  completion  of  all  terreftrial  happinefs. 

"  FRANCES  UxDtRWOOD." 


What  an  increafe  of  pain  did  ihh  k 
convey  to  my  foul !    There  *u  a  guijty 
T^fijfigr^vhich  mounred  in  my  face  and 
'Ptfshnobfenrcd  by  Xfifs 
h  fe  fiat  greatucfs  c-f 

0  to  mat*  fv~ 
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Every  conflict  to  harafs  the  mind  of 
man,  big  fwelling  in  my  bofom.  In 
filence  I  gazed  on  Amelia  —  there  was  no 
appeal  —  I  had  only  one  effort  to  make— 
even  this,  to  remove  from  her  prefence, 
was  equally  fatal  to  my  happinefs. 

But  (lie  thus,  with  an  amazing  recruit  of 
energy,  addrefled  me  with  a  firm  and  col- 
lected look.  It  feemed  her  foul  had  fum- 
moned  up  every  exertion  of  human  power 
and  virtue. 

"  Mr.  Hales,  there  is  a  reparation  you 
"  have  to  make,  which  requires  your  im- 
"  mediate  interpofition.  If  I  may  be  per- 
"  mitted  to  didtate,  in  the  tumult  which 
"  yjur  mind  at  this  moment  fuffers,  I 
"  conjure  you,  with  the  firmed  decifion,  to 
"  fly.  You  are  on  the  eve  of  your  travels 
"  — this  inftant  fly  to  the  unhappy  lady 
"  who  has  obtained  your  honourable  and 
"  folemn  promifes.  For  God's  fake  do  not 
"  one  moment  hefitate  —  the  whole  happi- 
"  nefs  of  your  life  is  now  hazarded.  Con- 
"  vince  her  of  her  unfounded  furmife. 
*  Quiet  the   agony  of  her  mind.     Such 

"  fenfibi- 
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t€  fenfibility  and  noblenefs  of  foul  muft 
"  be  cherilhed  !  —  To  fuffer  her  to  expe- 
<f  rience  your  negledt—  Oh,  Sir,  what  has 
"  been  your  infatuation  ! 

f *  But  caft  a  retrofpeft  on  your  condudh 
"  You  have,  dpubtlefs,  Mr-  Hales,  fought 
"  opportunities  of  giving  caufe  for  fuch 
"  reproaches ;  and  yet  how  cautious,  how 
u  refigned^  are  thofe  reproaches  !  Will 
"  not  the  world  talk  ?  Can  even,  the  moft 
"  perfect,  the  moft  pure  ties  of  common 
"  friendftiip,  pafs  through  the  obfervance 
"  of  our  acquaintance,  unaccompanied 
"  with  fcrutiny  and  a  perverted  report  ? 

cc  Believe  me,  your  attentions  in  our  fa- 
"  mily  have  given  rife  to  all  that  the  world 
u  has,  and  will  continue,  to  fay, 

cc  But  my  father — it  was  by  his  requeft  I 
u  have  here  found  you — he  is  now  in  con- 
"  fultation  with  my  aunt — All  is  not  fafe  in 
"  this  quarter — I  have  fought  your  pre- 
•'  fence,  Sir,  under  a  different  completion 
"  to  that  which  my  father  expedted — but 
"  the  ftridt  truth,  be  affured,  he  (hall  be 
D  5  "welt 


"  well  acquainted  with — I  know  he  be- 
"  lieves  your  attachment  to  my  perfon  is 
"  not  eafily  fevered  —  that  we  arc  ftill 
"  doomed  to  be,  united. 

"  Pardon  this  open,  ingenuous  language 
"  - — the  time  will  no  longer  admit  of  any 
u  palliating  delay.  You  have  only  one 
€€  refolution  to  adopt — your  travels — I  am 
"  refigned,  Sir — The  interefted  views  of 
"  my  father  and  aunt  I  well  difcern  — 
"  herein  lies  your  danger.  This  fecret  I 
"  impart  to  you  as  a  final  tribute  to  that 
"  affe&ion  which  I  am  now  generous 
"  enough  to  avow  in  your  favour,  but 
"  which  (hall  never,  no,  never  be  encou- 
"  raged  at  the  expence  of  my  peace  of 
*s  mind,  at  the  expence  of  the  happinefs  of 

another  injured  female. 


<< 


"  I  dread  my  father's  refentment — yet  I 
€€  have  courage  enough  to  avow,  both  the 
"  regard  which  I  entertain  for  your  perfon, 
"  and  the  firm  refolution  of  facrificing  all 
4C  my  views  and  wiflies  to  her  who  has  a 
"  better  and  more  natural  claim  to  them, 

"  I  fee 
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"  I  fee  your  weaknefs,  Mr.  Hales  — 
cc  would  my  prefent  fentiments  infufe  in 
"  your  breaft  the  fame  fpirit  of  refolution 
"  —but  I  have  little  time  left  for  the  con- 
"  tinuance  of  our  interview — I  feel  my 
"  fpirits  finking  under  this  exertion — I 
"  dread  the  weaknefs  of  my  natural  con- 
"  ftitution,  left  I  may  not  have  power  to 
"  withftand  this  conflict." 

At  this  moment  I  clafped  the  lovely 
Amelia  in  my  arms — my  foul  had  caught  a 
glow  of  fympathy  from  the  greatnefs  of  her 
fentiments  —  I  was  refolved  on  taking  an 
everlafting  farewell 

She  received  my  embraces. 

"  My  deareft  Amelia,  I  then  (hall  leave 
"  you  for  ever — for  ever !— Deplorable 
"  fate  that  has  thus  made  me  the  fport  of 
"  fuch  peculiar,  fuch  tender  fituat•^ons.,, 

Her  eyes  gulhed  tears,  .and  flie  wept  on 
my  bofom— O  God,  my  foul  was  bowed 
down  with  tendernefs— ineffable  pity— I 
muft  not  call  it  love— dear,  facred  name  ! 
I  had  beftowed  it  on  the  negle&ed  Fanny. 
D  6  The 
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The  trembling  lips  of  Amelia  befought 
me  to  leave  her  prefence— Under  the  roof 
of  her  father  to  be  furprifed  in  a  tender 
farewel  moment ! 

I  ftill  felt  her  palpitating  heart  indicate 
the  perturbated  (late  of  her  fouL 

I  ftill  held  her  to  my  bofom 

Diftra&ion  !  —  at  this  inftant  we  heard  a 
foot  at  the  door. 

Mr.  Cornwall  entered — I  had  fcarcely 
time  to  break  from  the  arms  of  the  lpvelieft 
of  women. 

Our  difconcerted  appearance  could  not 
fail  to  attradt  his  notice. 

He  had  the  mod  indubitable  proof  of  an 
apparent  reciprocal  affe&ion. 

But  not  fhewing  any  marks  of  having 
obferved  the  hurry  and  confufion  of  our 
iituation,  he  faid  he  had  returned  to  aft  my 
company  to  dinner  j  that  he  had  fent  the 

fame 
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fame  invitation  to  Sir  Simon  and  Lady 
Hales,  requcfting  at  the  fame  time,  with  a 
particular  emphafis,  that  I  would  ufe  my 
folicitation  to  prevail  on  them.  I  noticed 
an  apparent  anxiety  in  his  manner  of  mak- 
ing the  requeft;  and  as  I -had  now  a  fair 
opportunity  for  taking  my  leave,  I  left  the 
houfe  with  lefs  agitation  than,  for  the  want 
of  a  fimilar  excufe,  I  might  have  done* 


MY 
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MY    TROUBLES    CONFIRMED.      THOUGHTS 
OH    A   VIOLENT  EXPEDIENT. 


o, 


'N  my  return  home  I  was  faluted  by 
our  common  friend,  Philpot.  He  had  that 
inftant  arrived  from  Kent.  Sir  Simon  was 
in  a  tete-a-tete  with  L-ady  Hales  in  the 
ftudy. 

. 
The  Dodor  taking  me  by  the  hand,  thus 
accofted  me:    -  .    - 

<ft  My  dear  Ned,  I  have  received  a  letter 
u  from  my  lifter  Gordon  —  the  contents 
€€  will  give  you  pain — but  integer  vita — 
u  and  we  will  leave  the  reft  to  fortune. 
"  Audax  omnia  perpeti —  a  brufh  on  the 
€€  Continent  together  will  fet  all  to  rights 
?  again.  We  muft  make  the  beft  of  our 
f €  way  to  Paris. 

"  There 
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"  There  is  a  ftorm'  which  threatens  us 
"  from  that  quarter. 

u  It  is  now  twenty  years  fince  I  accom* 
u  panied  your  father  on  his  tour — we  were 
u  much  about  the  fame  agfc — brother  flu- 
"  dents — we  read  together,  and  our  friend- 
"  (hip  cemented  at  college  —  we  made  a 
"  cheerful  trip — but  I  am  afraid  this  buftiy 
"  wig  and  rufty  black  will  not  comport 
"  with  the  jeflamy  heir  of  my  old  friend." 

The  extreme  hilarity  of  the  Do&or,  and 
his  partial  regard  for  our  family,  always  en- 
deared him,  more  as  a  familiar  companion 
than  the  auftere  preceptor,  and  of  fufficient 
experience  in  life  to  value  the  advantage  of 
his  company.  I  was  not  in  the  Ieaft  diffa- 
tisfied  with  the  plan  which  my  father  had 
propofed  for  him  to  be  my  companion. 

He  had  fent  in  his  name,  but  Sir  Simon 
did  not  make  his  appearance.  His  ready 
wifti  to  join  hands  with  him;  whenever  he 
vifited  us,  inclined  me  to  conclude,  from 
his  delay,  that  bufinefs  of  fome  confe- 
quence  were  on  the  tapis  between  him  and 

my 
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my  mother.  This  afforded  us  an  opportu- 
nity for  a  farther  difcourfe ;  and  my  anxiety 
to  fee  the  contents  of  Mrs.  Gordon's  letter 
increafing,  I  defired  the  Doftor  to  (hew  me 
them. 

The  Do&or  refuming — "Why,  to  be 
"  brief,  1  mud  now  inform  you  of  a  re- 
€<  markable  occurrence  that  has  taken 
"  place  on  the  fide  of  my  fitter. 

"  You  know  her  hufband,  having  an  at- 
"  tainture  againft  him  for  high  treafon,  in 
"  the  rebellion  of  the  year  1745,  was 
"  obliged  to  fly  to  France.  By  his  death 
"  (he  became  in  poffeflion  of  a  very  hand- 
u  fome  fortune;  and  having  no  child,  I 
"  naturally  concluded,  that  her  intentions 
"  were  fixed  to  leave  the  fame  to  me.  But 
u  I  find  the  cafe  otherwife,  and  which  (he 
"  has  fpecified  in  her  letter  in  fuch  terms 
"  as  will,  doubtlefs,  occafion  your  fur- 
«  prife." 

"   DEAR    GEORGE, 

"  You  know  my  affe&ion  has  been 
"  oftentimes  revealed  to  you  by  the  mod 

"  undoubted 
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u  undoubted  proofs — I  fliall  forbear  to  re- 
"  capitulate  them — your  own  breaft  muft 
"  do  me  that  juftice  which  I  merit. 

"  Poflefled  of  fuch  ample  provifionin  the 
"  church,  and  your  own  hereditary  fortune 
"  on  the  fide  of  our  family,  it  cannot  be 
"  prefumed  you  are  defirous  of  increafing 
"  youx  revenue.  Befides,  if  I  may  be  al- 
"  lowed  to  judge  of  your  generous  temper, 
"  I  fhall  readily  conclude,  that  you  would 
"  allow  me  to  gratify  my  prefent  feelings 
"  at  the  expence  of  any  expectations  which 
"  you  may  entertain  of  the  legacy  which  I 
"  fhould  make  in  your  favour  after  death. 
"  Older  than  myfelf,  I  might  reafonably 
"  expe<9:  to  outlive  you;  and  with  this 
"  chance  of  furvivorfhip,  perhaps  your 
"  hopes,  on  the  pofleffion  of  my  fortune, 
"  will  naturally  be  banifhed  from  your 
"  mind. 

"  And  now  to  the  point  which  I  have 
u  refolved  upon. 

"  Sir  Simon  Hales,  by  your  recommen- 
M  dation,   has  entrufted  to  my  care  the 

«  daughter 
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€i  daughter  of  his  tenant,  Mr.  Under- 
u  wood.  Having  no  child  I  was  rejoiced 
"  to  find  in  this  yourtg  woman  a  compa- 
"  nion — but  I  found  her  more  than  one— 
"  She  is  an  accomplifhed  and  amiable 
*€  friend.  DeKghted  in  her  friendfhip,  1 
u  have  fpared  no  pains  to  render  her  as 
u  perfedfc  in  the  refined  forms  of  life  as 
€€  my  connexions  in  this  capital  have  per- 
u  mitted.  More  than  anfwered  my  beft 
4€  hopes,  (he  is  fought  and  carefled.  Her 
u  manners,  by  a  kind  of  native  intufcion, 
u  is  on  an  equality  wkh  thofe  whom  we 
«c  occafionally  afibciate  with.  In  this  my 
€i  hopes  were  fixed,  that  Mr.  Hales  would 
u  have  received  her  to  his  heart ;  not  only 
u  the  woman  of  his  early  choice,  but  ap* 
"  proved  by  his  refle&ion  and  more  chofen 
"  regard. 

u  Our  care  and  perfeverance  are  now 
*€  effectually,  fruftrated— the  lovely  Frances 
"  is  forfafcen.  Mifs  Cornwall  preferred; 
"  and,  perhaps,  there  may  be  very  ftrong 
"  and  natural  reafons  to  be  affigned  for 
"  this  change.  Abfence  will  make  a.very 
*  material  alteration  in  the  hearts  of  two 

«  lovers 
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"  imaginary. 


"  But  in  effeft,  we  have,  doubtlefs,  a 
"  ftrongjnftance  exhibited  in  thefe  young 
"  people.  Yet,  as  no  moral  juftice  can  be 
"  adminiftered  for  Fanny's  confolation  on 
"  the  fide  of  the  perjured  fwain,  in  this  dif- 
u  appointment  of  her  hopes  it  would  be 
"  the  extreme  of  cruelty  if  (he  could  not 
"  engage  the  friendship  of  fome  indivi- 
u  dual.  In  this  (he  has  fucceeded — and 
c<  well  does  (he  merit  my  regard.  Her 
<c  conduit  and  genuine  noblenefs  of  foul 
"  entitle  her  to  a  fuperior  clafs  in  the  order 
"  of  fociety ;  arid  1  have  thoughts,  by  my 
u  fortune,  of  placing  her  in  that  clafs, 

u  Her  fufpicions  were  long  entertained 
"  on  the  infidelity  of  the  Boxley  heir— ■ 
"  a  letter,  which  reached  our  hands,  has 
"  confirmed  them.  And  how  did  fhe  fub* 
"  mic  to  this  reverie  ?  With  a  firm  and 
"  colle&ed  mind — ^he  had  anticipated 
u  this  change — not  only  from  long  ab-~ 
"  fence,  but  from  the  natural  completion 
11  of  the  fex.    It  was  obvious  that  Sir  Si- 

Cf  mon 


C     68     ] 

"  mon  well  knew  the  effeft  of  reparation ; 
. "  and  we  have  both  afcribed  the  rdfult  to 
"  his  more  mafterly  reach  of  policy. 

"  Some  provifion  with  Underwood  the 
"  Baronet  feems  to  have  previouily  agreed 
€€  upon.  There  had  been  a  furmife  of 
"  fickle  paflion,  and  he  talked  of  a  fettle- 
"  ment  on  Frances. 

"  Now  judge. 

"  This  (he  has  reje&ed  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
"  'Simon,  and  fpecifies  her  refignation  to 
€t  return  to  the  farm  houfe.  That  her 
4€  heart  is  deeply  wounded,  I  have  the 
"  ftrongeft  proof;  but  well  I  am  con- 
€€  vinced  the  mortification  arifes  more 
"  from  the  lofs  of  the  objedt,  Mr.  Hales, 
"  than  that  of  elevated  ftation. 

€€  To  return  to  her  home — to  the  litde 
"  retired  offices  of  rural  oeconomy — how 
"  difproportionate  to  the  elegant  fenti- 
"  ments  (he  has  imbibed  !  —  But  (he  has  a 
«  temper  for  refignation,  and  a  fufficient 

€€  portion 
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"  portion  of  religion  to  exercife  her  hu- 
"  mility; 

"  I  have  hitherto  fupprefled  her  letters 
"  to  her  friends  to  prepare  them  for  her 
"  return,  to  wait  the  confirmation  of  my 
"  views. , 

"  She  muft  not  be  negle&ed — I  have 
"  no  child  —  and,  with  your  permiffion, 
"  dear  brother,  Frances  Underwood  is  the 
"  adopted  one  of  your  affe&ionate  lifter, 

"  Elizabeth  Gordon/* 


Do&or  Philpot  now  continued,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  Mrs.  Gordon's  property 
amounted  to  the  yearly  income  ot  a  thou- 
fand  pounds — a  fum  of  fufficient  import- 
ance to  balance  the  prejudice  of  Fanny's 
extraftion — that  the  regard  which  he  enter- 
tained for  the  family  of  the  Halfes  was 
fuch,  that  he,  doubtlefs,  approved  of  his 

filler's 
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fitter's  refblutions;  and  that  he  had  figni- 
fied  the  fame  to  her  in  his  anfwer. 

Having  animadverted  on  the  letter  which 
Mrs.  Gordon  had  received  on  my  pre- 
tended overtures  with  Mifs  Cornwall,  we 
had  no  doubt  but  a  fecret  confpiracy  had 
been  framed  to  fubvert  my  affe&ions  for 
die  lovely  fcentifh  maid. 

Where  to  place  our  fqfpicions  was  our 
ftudy.  In  this  our  fkill  feemed  to  be 
foHed ;  fometimes  they  were  fixed  on  Lady 
Hales  —  but  her  hatred  for  the  Cornwalls 
feemed  here  to  interfere  —  then  again  we 
thought  of  the  Jekylls  —  but  the  fituation 
of  Fanny  was  a  myftery  to  them,  as  alfoto 
Lady  Hales  —  the  latter,  indeed,  might 
have  gleaned  the  fecret  from  Sir  Simon. 

To  doubt  the  divulging  of  this  fecret 
from  the  confidential  truft  in  my  friend 
Cornwall  was  a  thought  which  could  £nd 
no  place  in  my  bofom — yet  how  to  account 
for  this  intimation  to  Mrs.  Gordon ! 

*     Our  enemy  muft  be  dete&ed  and  com- 
bated, 
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bated,  or  we  muft  expeft  the  weapon  to  be 
again  drawn  with  redoubled  execution* 

Having  given  the  Doctor  a  recital  of  the 
forgery  which  had  taken  place  with  Mifs 
Cornwall  concerning  the  meeting  at  Rane- 
lagh,  he  feemed  to  have  an  infight  into 
the  plot ;  and,  without  divulging  his  fufpi- 
cions,  he  concluded  that  the  fame  perfon 
had  afted  in  the  affair  of  Ranelagh  as  in 
that  of  Fanny. 


The  Baronet  now  entered.  There  had 
been  a  negotiation  betweeh  him  and  my 
mother. 

Lady  Jekyll  had  propofed  her  fon  to 
pay  his  ferious  addrefles  to  my  fitter  Sopny. 
To  this  my  mother,  with  her  ufual  parti- 
ality to  that  family,  had  affented,  and 
which  had  been  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  my 
father.  The  demur  had  occafioned  a  com- 
4  *  promife. 
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promife.  Lady  Hales  afferting  her  right 
to  be  the  guardian  of  her  daughter,  had  in- 
clined Sir  Simon  to  relax  his  averfion 
againft  the  Jekylls,  and  the  matrimonial 
parley  had  broken  up  with  the  arrange- 
ments neceffary  for  the  intended  union  to 
take  place. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother,  Jekyll  was 
heir  to v  a  funded  property  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred,  thoufand  pounds.  This  ao 
quifition  might,  perhaps,  fomewhat  prevail 
qgi  my  father  to  accept  of  the  .treaty  ;  but  I 
believe  his  principal  one  arofe  from  the  de- 
fire  he  had  of  preferring  his  influence  in 
favour  of  his  fon  Edward,  uninvaded  by 
any  exceptions  on  the  fide  of  his  wife; 
and,  in  this  inftance,  the  peculiarity  of  his 
notions  did  not  caufe  him  a  little  anxiety : 
natural  enough  was  it  for  him  to  dread  the 
developing  his  plans  refpe&ing  my  con- 
nation  with  Fanny.  Therefore,  having 
yielded  implicit  obedience  to  my  mother 
on  the  difpofal  of  her  daughter,  he  de- 
manded the  fame  unconditional  terms  of 
adminiftration  in  favour  of  his  fon. 

Thefe 


t    is   3 

TWe  were  the  heads  of  Sir -Simon's  firft 
eonverfation  with  the  Do&or. 

But  now  the  fubjeft  turned  upon  the  re- 
folutioQS  of  Mrs.  Gordon,  to  adopt  Fanny 
Underwood  as  heir  to  her  fortune. 

My  father's  face  had  marks  of  anxiety 
imprefledupon  it — after  having  heard  from 
me  the  defcription  of  the  fcene  which  had 
tranfpired  at  Mr.  Cornwall's,  which  I  de* 
fcribed  to  him  without  the  leaft  referve ; 
and  having  ftiewed  him  the  letter  of  Fanny, 
his  impatience  immediately  broke  forth. 

He  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  letter 
which  the  fame  pod  had  brought  him. 


SIR, 


u  My  breaft  cannot  accufe  me  of  in- 

"  gratitude  for  the  long-continued  marks 

Vol.  IL    '  E  "  of 
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*'  of  your  friendfhip  and  prote&ion  :  they 
*<  will  remain  to  my  lateft  moments  un- 
X4  impaired.  But  while  I  have  a  heart 
*€  fufceptible  of  grateful  principles  to  my 
4€  benefactor,  I  ftill  preferve  a  filial  love 
"  with  unfhaken  fidelity.  The  caufe, 
*<  therefore,  which  has  kindled  the  former 
*c  muft  be  cancelled  to  preferve  the  latter ; 
"  and  as  I  find  it  impoffible  to  draw  my 
*c  breath  this  diftance  from  my  home,  I 
*'  muft  beg  leave  to  difclaim  thofe  expec- 
*€  tations,  which  the  yanky  of  an  ignorant 
•*'  young  woman  had  rai&d  up  in  me. 

€€  My  inexperience  and  innocence  at  an 
*c'  earlier  period  of  my  life  might,  doubtlefs, 
xt  have  excited  your  commiferation ;  and 
xi  while  you  gratified  your  charitable  prin- 
"  ciple  in  the  protection  of  a  young  wo- 
"  man,  who  might,  perhaps,  have  fallen  a 
4i  vidim.  to  her  thoughlefs  engagement, 
"  yoa  have  alfo,  doubtleft,  affeCfced  tly 
46  mod  wife  of  expedients. 

°  Mr.  Hales  is  recovered  from  his  in- 

"  temperate  purfuit  of  ai^unhappy  girl— 

his  affections  are  now  fixed  on  a  lady  of 
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i€  every  confpiring  quality  to  render  him 
u  profperous  and  happy* 

"  The  plan  has  prospered  to  your  moft 
"  fanguine  wifhes.  Accept  my  thanks  for 
•*  your  bountiful  care — your  confiderate 
"  prefervation  of  my  tender  years.  It  i* 
"  all  I  have  to  beftow  for  the  pains  you 
u  have  taken  to  enlarge  my  capacity,  and 
4€  of  teaching  my  heart  the  perfect  do&rinc 
w  of  refignation  in  all  the  trials  and  per- 
w  plexkies  of  human  life. 

4t  1  have  propofed  to  my  bed  and  moft 
€i  affectionate  friend,  Mrs.  Gordon,  to  fet 
"  off  for  England  in  a  few  days  from  this  j 
u  and  my  prayer  will  then  be,  that  an  ob* 
u  livion  may  be  for  ever  (lamped  on 

4€  Your  very  grateful, 

44  And  humble  fervant, 

*'  Frances  Unp.erwoqd." 


E'z  Two 
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Two  pofts  from  this,  the  day  before  I  fat 
*off  for  the  Continent,  my  father  received 
a  Xecond  letter. 


<r 


SIR. 


**  By  favour  of  my  more  than  common 
*'  friend,  Mrs.  Gordon,  I  have  enclofed 
<€  you  the  fum  of  four  hundred  pounds, 
«  per  draft  on  Meffrs.  *****  *  *  and  Co. 
*l  bankers. 

"  It  is  not  the  pride  of  my  heart  which 

*c  impelled  me  to  accept  of  this  bounty, 

<f  for  the  bafe  gratification  of  refentmen*w 

*  *'  I  befeech  you,  Sir,  moft  earneftly,  not 

*'  to  accufe  me  of  this  ungenerous  device. 

"  To  the  amount  of  this  fum  I  am  in- 

*'  debted  to  you  for  the  advantages  I  have 

m"  received— .but  what  advantages  ! — Good 

€€  heavens !  what  can  we  know  of  your  dif- 

^enfations  i 

"It 
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* "  It  was  your  pleafure,  Sir,  to  prevail  or? 
my  parents  to  fend  me  at  this  diftance* 
from  my  home,  to  cancel  the  difpropor- 
tionate  attachment  between  your  ion: 
and  me.  Suffer  me  to  do  my  own  feel- 
ings this  juftice  to  fay,  that  in  this  the 
•gratification  of  felf-intereft  feemsto  have 
been  predominant;  yet  as  this  could  have 
been  accomplilhed  by  more  harfh  and 
ftern  principles  of  parental  authority, 
than  with  the  extreme  delicacy  and  ten- 
dernefs  I  have  experienced  from,  you, 
doubdefs  I  muft  beftow  my  thanks ;  and 
as  I  think  it  the  moft  delicious  moment 
of  life  to  have  a  due  fenfe  of  benefits 
received,  I  do  not  omit  this  opportunity 
of  cancelling  thofe  inferior  obligations, 
at  the  expence  of  all  ingratitude,  when 
the  moft  exalted,  that  of  your  goodnefs 
of  heart,  is  for  ever  rooted  at  the  very 
bottom  of  mine. 

".  Yours,  &c. 

"  Frances  Underwood." 

E  3  With 
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With  an  accumulation  of  trouble  I  had 
determined  on  a  violent  effort — to  liften  to 
the  propofition  of  Doftor  Philpot— to  fe« 
off  for  Paris— to  fly  to  the  hwfe  of  Mrs. 
Cordon. 

My  heart  had  received  the  moft  violent 
(hock  on  the  fide  of  Mifs  Cornwall— my  af> 
fe&ion  divided— Horrid  fenfation  1— My 
fancies  perplexed,  I  was  ready  to  be  preci- 
pitated into, the  moft  diftemperedof  ac- 
tions. 

Nor  coifld  I  be  perfuaded  to  enter  on  the 
violent  refolution  of  breaking  effe&ually 
With  the  Cornwall  family,  until  the  Doc- 
tor, noting  the  vifible  effect  which  this  em- 
barraffment  had  on  my  health,  endea- 
voured to  reftore  my  reafon  to  fome  de- 
gree of  coherent  difcipline. 

"  Do  you  nov"* he  obferved,  "  view 
"  the  interefted  principles  of  Mr.  Corn- 
«  wall* and  his  fifter,  as  having  been 
€€  planned  from  a  remote  diftance  of  time  ? 
"  Yet  what  more  defirable  than  the  alli- 
"  ance  of  his  family  and  yours  ?    And  on 

€f your 
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"  your  fide,  what  obje&ions  ?  An  honouv 
"  rable  family — prejudice  of  the  world  de- 
"  feated — but  fortune  circumfcribed  — on 
'?  your  fide  the  deficiency  well  balanced  ? 
"  To  this  what  anfwer  but  from  the  coun- 
"  cil  of  your  own  heart.  To  Under- 
"  wood's  daughter  there  is  a  natural  at- 
"  tachment,  which  you  declare  oftentimes 
S€  accufes  you  with  an  unmanlike  verfati- 
<4  lity  ;  and  herein  lies  the  bane  of  all  hi*-' 
"  man  happinefs.  How  can  any  man 
"  propofe  the  fmalleft  portion  of  repofe, 
"  and  a  contented  life,  when  his  confci- 
"  ence  mull  daily  accufe  him  of  the  in- 
"  fradted  ties  of  affedlion  ? 

"  Confidered  on  the  fcale  of  female  at* 
"  tra&ion,  Fanny  Underwood  and  Mifs 
"  Cornwall  are  on  a  parallel ;  and  by  the 
"  fame  parity  of  reafoning  on  the  chapter 
u  of  the  infidelity  of  our  fex,  you  might 
"  fuffer  your  inclinations  to  range  in  the 
"  gay  lawn  of  variety.  Do  you  not,  then, 
"  obferve  the  great  neceflity  of  coming  to 
"  fome  refolution  ? 

i€  But  to  balance  the  choice  with  wif* 
E  4  "  dom, 
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<l  dom,  and  to  enquire  into  the  fincerity  of 
u -  female  affeftion,  how  can  you  be  fenfible 
"  that  perfeft  truth  would  be  found  in  the 
f '  heart  of  Mifs  Cornwall,  when  you  per- 
*€  ceive  fo  much  defign  and  trick  to  ac- 
"  complilh  their  views?  With  Fanny, 
"  have  you  not  die  foil  meafure  of  a  na- 
u  tural  paflion,  which,  by  your  own  feel- 
"  ings,  you  will  confefs,  that  neither  time, 
"  or  the  flattering  propenfities  of  life,  can 
"  extirpate? 

"  Surveying  your  eleftion  on  another 
€tm  principle,  education  difmiffed  from  the 
"  enquiry \  feeing  that  Fanny  is  now  as 
"  perfedHy  accomplifhed  as  Mifs  Cornwall 
"  in  the  forms  and  pleafing  varieties  of  be* 
"  haviour,  will  you  not  have  in  her  a 
"  partner,  whofe  virtues  and  acquirements 
"  have  been  matured  by  your  own  dili- 
u  gent  caution  ?  The  plant  of  your  ten- 
"  der  rearing  —  the  fcion  of  your  own  in- 
"  grafting — but  why  this  rapture  ? 

"  This  pofleflion,  Mr,  Hales,  is  now 
"-  -uncertain.  On  our  arrival  in  Paris  per- 
€i  haps  We  may  find  this  young  woman  re- 

"  turned 
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turned  to  her  parents — inflexible  in  her 
refolutions,  and  nobly  refolved,  to  dedi- 
cate the  remainder  of  her  life  to  a  fingle 
ftate.  Her  views,  you  find,  are  difap- 
pointed  ;  and  how  (hall  we  prefume  to 
anfwer  for  the  caprice  of  the  fex,  when 
feconded  by  the  experience  of  age  — 
the  experience  of  my  filler  Gordon, 
whofe  defires  have  been  long  placed  on 
palling  her  latter  days  in  her  native 
country,  with  an  amiable  companion  in 
this  young,  woman  ? 

"  But  ftill  to  confront  the  prefent  ftate 

u  of  Mifs  Underwood  with  your  own  fen- 

"  timents,  is  (he  not  in  an  aftual  ftate  of 

u  independance  ?     What  then    may   not 

"  that  independance    operate?     Perhaps 

"  flie  may  be  fought,  be  coveted   by  a 

"  rival — a  rival  of  equal  power  and  im- 

"  portance  to  yourfelf.     The  mind  of  a 

"  woman  is  not  always  proof  againft  fuch 

"  a  powerful  ftimulus  to  the  tender  paf- 

<c  fion;    The  cold  precepts  of  decorum 

>  "  and  fine  fentiments  may  be  transformed 

"  to  a  criminal  refentment;  and  a  native 

u  child  of  an  amiable  docility  may  refignc 

E  5  "  tlie 
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"  the  principles  of  her  religion  and  moral 
"  duty  to  refentment  and  difdain. 

*?  Is  not  this  a  natural  change,  Sir,  in  a 
"  woman's  temper  ?  By  this  (he  gratifies 
t€  the  pleafurable  attractions  of  life— pow- 
"  erful  influence — and  fometimes  found 
"  irrefiftible  by  the  beft  educated  and  moil 
•'  virtuous  of  women." 

Roufed  from  the  ipoft  flu&uating  condi- 
tion, I  embraced  his  counfel — It  was  to  fly 
from  Mifs  Cornwall— to  refolve  not  to  fee 
her  again. 

Our  preparations  for  leaving  England 
were  now  to  be  confi^ered,  and  a  few  days 
at  farthefl  were  allotted  before  we  departed. 


A  THESH 
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A  FRESH    REVOLUTION   IN  OUR    FAMILY. 


WHEN  Sir  Simon  had  received  the 
invitation  of  the  Cornwalls  to  dine,  pun&il- 
lio  would  not  permit  Lady  Hales  to  accept 
it  before  their  dinner  vifit  had  been  returned.  . 
She  had  dined  laft  with  them,  and  it  was 
refolved  by  her  ladyfhip  that  a  card  (hould 
be  fent  for  this  purpofe. 

The  card  Having  been  accepted,  the 
party  were  to  confifl;  of  Lady  Dorothy 
Murray,  aunt  to  Lady  Hales  ;  Lady 
Jekyll,  her  fon  and  daughter;  a  young  ' 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Dalton,  who 
was  intimate  in  this  lady's  family,  and 
who  had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Jekyll  as 
a  proper  fuitor  to  his  fifter ;  Mr.  Cornwall; 
his  fon,  daughter,  and  fifter ;  and  Do<ftor 
Philpot. 

The  public  conversation  among  our  ac- 
E  6  quainuince 


C   84  ] 

quaintance  having  turned  upon  my  fup* 
pofed  approaching  marriage  with  Amelia, 
it  wanted  litde  penetration  not  to  perceive 
the  views  of  Mr.  Cornwall.  His  ready 
acceptance  of  our  dinner  invitation  indi- 
cated his  wifh  to  have  the  fame  believed ; 
and  as  he  dill  entertained  hopes  of  the 
match  being  compkated,  fo  his  correfpon- 
dence  and  intimacy  in  our  family  ferved  to 
flatter  him  in  it,  and  alfo  to'  continue  the 
talk  of  our  acquaintance. 

To  break,  off  our  intimacy  on  a  fudden 
would  have  excited  the  vindi&ive  fpirit  of 
the  father;  and  bur  policy  feemed  the 
fafeft  to  continue  him  in  his  error  till  I  had 
left  this  country* 

Tis  true  I  had  opened  my  Sentiments  to 
him  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner ;  but 
his  difcovery  of  my  tender  titration  'with 
Amelia,  and  on  our  parting,  convinced 
him  his  daughter's  attractions  had  operated 
as  a  fpell  to  continue  my  regard.  ,This 
delufion  my  father  well  knew  Mr.  Cornwall 
was  continued  in  —  but  his  turbulent  fpirit 
was  to  be  dreaded—  naturally  overbearing 

and 


C   85   3 

and  refolute,  Sir  Simon  might  experience 
the  moft  fetal  effedh  from  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  his  hopes. 

Our  party  thus  fituated,  we  had  prepared 
a  more  than  ufual  decoration  of  table. 
With  fpleridor  and  magnificence  the  libe- 
ral heart  of  Sir  Simon  had  contrived  to  re- 
gale his  fon  before  his  departure  for  the 
Continent. 

But  the  difficulty  to  overcome  the  meet- 
ing of  Amelia — here  my  alarms — a  diftruft 
of  refolution  which  caufed  unfpeakable 
pain — but  happily  my  fears  were  relieved 
— the  lovely  girl  had  perfifted  in  her  deter- 
mination not  to  attend  her  father  and  aunt, 
and  being  attacked  with  an  indifpofition  in 
confequence,  their  refentment  feemed  diffi- 
pated.  Thus  reftored  to  a  certain  degree 
of  compofure,  I  met  the  guefts  with  more 
collected  calmnefs. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Cornwalls,  the  aunt 
immediately  made  up  to  Lady  Hales  and 
Lady  Dorothy  Murray. 

The 
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The  pride  of  Scotch  blood  was  indicated 
in  the  countenance  of  Lady  Dorothy  by  an 
increafe  of  fcarlet  tint, and  eredted  gravity- 
Lady  Hales  darted  reiterated  looks  of  in- 
quifitive  furprife  on  me  and  Sir  Simon. 

A  quicknefs  of  conception  inclined  me 
to  fuppofe  that  the  plot  of  Fanny  was  dis- 
covered by  the  fhrewd  policy  of  the  maiden 
aunt. 

Amelia  had,  doubtlefs,  afligned  my  rea- 
fons  for  breaking  off  my  vifits;  and  as 
Harry  Cornwall,  my  fchool  and -Cantab 
crony,  had  been  long  acquainted  with  the 
fituation  of  Frances,  he  had  divulged  this 
long-entrufted  fecret  to  his  family.  But 
this  doubtful  fufpicion  was  foon  confirmed. 

My  friend  Cornwall  had  entered  the 
room  with  a  look  of  referve  —  had  taken 
an  oppofite  feat  with  an  unuiual  diftance— 
an  evident  demonftration  of  an  unfavou- 
rable change  of  fentiment.  The  member 
feated  next  my  father,  with  whom  he  was 
tilfo  ferioufly  engaged  in  converiation.  The 
Do&or  and  myfelf  furveying  the  company* 

Furnifhed 
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Furniftied  by  thefe  appearances,  I  now 
cohje&ured  that  my  vifits  in  the  family  had 
flattered  the  wifhes  of  Mr.  Cornwall  in  a 
matrimonial  conne&ion  with  his  daughter  ; 
but  as  I  .had  not  fpoke  the  tender  word  to 
Amelia,  the  aunt  had  doubtlefs  devifed 
the  meafure  of  a  fictitious  correfpondence 
to  produce  the  effeft.  This  artificial  con- 
trivance was  produ&ive  of  every  requifite 
means  to  produce  an  overture  ;  and  fhould 
hereafter  the  plan  be  difcovered,  ftill  the 
great  end  of  the  plot  had  been  effe&ed. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  evident  the 
letters  were  the  produ&ion  of  a  woman 
who  had  fome  knowledge,  of  compofition  ; 
and  in  this  Mr.  Cornwall's  lifter  had  the 
falleft  claim  to  the  merit.  Authorefs  in 
profe  and  verfe — a  member  of  a  certain  fe- 
male fociety — coterie  —  con  verfatione  — 
*****  club — (he  had  affumed  the  prero- 
gative of  control  among  her  acquaintance. 
Lady  Hales  was  fubmifiive  to  her  argu- 
ments. Lady  Dorothy  heard  her  with  ora- 
cular folemnity  —  Lady  Jekyll  fufpended 
her  ufual  volubility  when  (he  raifed  the 
notes  of  her  voice  for  general  attention ; 

and, 
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and,  in  fliort,  all  the  room  feemed  prepared 
with  due  fubmiffion  to  confefs  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  her  merit  and  confidence.  Under 
this  colour  of  popular  fway  the  Do&or  well 
anticipated  fome  approaching  revolution 
which  her  inaufpicious  manner  feemed  to 
announce. 

In  proportion  to  this  lady's  afcendancy, 
fo  increafed  Doftor  Philpot's  commentary. 
He  was  convinced  ftie  was  the  artful  agent 
of  a  plot  in  which  (he  feemed  intent  to  in* 
volve  our  family,  and  he  therefore  became 
equally  vigilant  and  refolved  to  circum- 
vent it. 

Under  thefe  impreflions  it  was  not  appa- 
rent the  hofpitable  roof  of  my  father  would 
be  feafoned  with  its  ufual  conviviality. 
Thus  we  both  foreboded  a  rupture- 
When  the  table  was  ferved  a  general 
difcontent  feemed  to  prevail  among  all  the 
parties.  An  interval  of  filence,  till  the  fi(h 
was  removed,  produced  a  brifk  challenge 
of  a  health  from  Mr.  Dalton  to  Lady 
JekylL 

This 


This  attra&ed  the  notice  of  Mr.  Corn- 
wall's fifler.  The  youth,  befpangled  and 
elegant  in  his  attire,  feemed  to  accord  with 
the  fentiments  of  Eaft-Indian  parade ;  and 
Lady  jekyll  was  not  a  little  vain  in  having 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  fuch  a  pretty 
fellow  as  a  proper  acquaintance  for  her 
daughter,  with  whom  he  had  been  fporting 
a  great  deal  of  welcome  gallantry* 

This  gentleman,  therefore,  having  en* 
gaged  the  attention  of  our  Machiavelian 
heroine,  the  whifper  circulated  to  enquire 
his  pretentions. 

A  farcaftic  fmile  from  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Cornwall  foon  convinced  us,  fhe  had  there 
an  anecdote  alfo — and,  leaning  towards 
Lady  Hales,  (he  caufed  a  moft  folemnlook 
of  aftonifhment  to  beam  on  her  counte- 
nance. 

Not  the  famed  Sybil  Erythraa  could  be 
attended  to  with  more  implicit  confidence. 
Looks,  fnecrs,  and  ambiguous  fentences, 
went  round.    Mr.  Dalton  thought  the  lalh 

of 
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of  this  lady  dircfted  to  him.     This  caufed 
a  ceflation  of  gallantry  on  his  fide. 

Mr.  Jekyll  whifpered  polite  anecdotes  of 
the  day  acrofs  the  table  to  my  lifter  Sophy, 
but  ineffeftual  his  fufficiency.  In  all  the 
glory  of  defpotic  converfe,  this  lady  caufed 
a  damper  here  to  take  place — a  glance  of 
the  eye  to  young  Jekyll  conveyed  his  looks 
to  her — (beers  and  nods  with  Lady  Hales— 
and  here  he  had  no  doubt  of  cenforious 
tattle  at  his  expence* 

Thus  contrived  by  the  afcendant  geniui 
of  this  lady,  a  perfed  filence  was  awfully 
conveyed  over  the  party. 

During  the  whole  time  of  the  repaft, 
great  coldnefs  on  the  fide  of  Lady  Hales  to 
Sir  Simon  —  great  fonpality  on  the  fide  of 
Lady  Dorothy  Murray —  myftery  ftirouded 
in  their  behaviour — he  felt  an  unufual  dif- 
content,  and  his  natural  vivacity  entirely 
fbrfook  him. 

When  the  ladies  retired,  Mr.  Cornwall 
had  drawn  my  father  into  a  private  con- 

verfation, 
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verfation,  which  had  turned  upon  the  mar- 
riage with  me  and  Amelia.  To  this  he  re- 
plied, that  he  had  a  fixed  determination 
never  to  control  the  inclinations  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  that  he  referred  the  iffue  of  the 
bufinefs  to  his  fon. 

This  reply  caufed  an  addrefs  to  me  on 
the  fide  of  Mr.  Cornwall,  which  he  thus 
prefaced  with  a  forced  kind  of  humour: 

"  Sir,"  fays  he,  "  if  I  am  not  miftaken, 
*  there  are  two  gendemen  in  the  cpmpany 
'?  upon  the  fame  agreeable  party  of  plea- 
u  fure  as  yourfelf.  Mr.  Jekyll  is  to  pre- 
"  fent  the  wreathe  of  hymen  to  Mifs 
"  Hales ;  and  Mr.  Dalton,  by  report,  has 
"  been  entered  into  the  lift  of  Mifs  Jekyll's 
tc  admirers.  Suppofe  we  have  the  cere- 
u  mony  of  the  trio  celebrated  on  the  fame 
«  day  —  what  fay  you,  Dodtbr  Philpot* 
"  will  you  be  acceffary  to  the  mifchief, 
"  and  perform  the  ceremony  ?  * 

The  Doftor,  well  difcerning  the  point  of 
old  Cornwall,  turned  the  foil  with  a  ferious 
ftraight  lounge  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the 

hit* 
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hit.    <f  Ai  for  the  two  gentlemen  there, 

*  (meaning  Jekyll  and  Dalton)  I  will 
u  leave  tbem  to  anfwer  for  themfelves; 

*  and  on  their  requifition,  all  parties  con- 
§€  fenting,  I  have  no  obje&ion  to  perform 
u  the  ceremony —but  here,  Sir,"  turning 
to  me,  "  I  confefs  I  (hould  have  the 
"  grcateft,  were  all  the  parties  perfe&ly 
"  united  and  agreed.*' 

The  Dodor's  black  eyebrow  now  be- 
came arched  and  contracted  —  it  befpoke 
a  ferious  difpofition  of  the  heart.  The  fa- 
cetious attempt  of  Mr.  Cornwall  was  thus 
awed  into  gravity. 

fC  Your  reafon,  Sir?"  replied  the  mem- 
ben 

«  Becaufe  he"  is  engaged  to  another 
€t  lady —and  I  find,  by  true  report,  that 
«  Mifs  Cornwall  has  accepted  of  his 
"  apology  for  declining  any.farther^vifits 
€€  in  your  family/' 

4 €  Mr.  Hales  is  prefent,"  anfwered  Mr. 
Cornwall,  u  to  anfwer  for  himfelf }  and  I 

«f  now 
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"  now  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  de- 
"  mand  a  reafon  for  your  interference." 

Do&or  Philpot  returned. 

u  My  fiiendfliip  for  the  family,  and  the 
"  confidence  of  Mr.  Hales,  have  embol- 
41  dened  me  to  reply  in  a  matter  of  this 
u  delicacy;  but  I  am  more  particularly 
"  encouraged  to  it  from  the  bafe  defigni 
4€  that  were  pra&ifed  to  entrap  the  affec- 
"  tions  of  a, generous  young  gentleman." 

f<  Bafe  defigns,"  warmly  repeated  Mr.. 
Cornwall,  riling  from  the  table. 

"  Believe  me,  Sir,  there  is  no  accef- 
"  fion  of  fame  to  be  reaped  by  this  kind 
"  of  iriolent    opposition,"   rejoined   the 

Dodor. 

u  I  repeat  my  words— -bafe  tfefigns.— 
"  Sudden  fefentment  may,  perhaps,  givt 
u  colour  for  my  fufpicion — and,  perhaps, 
4(  if  my  warmth  be  excited,  you  may  have 
*  *  much  greater  caufe  for  yovir  anger." 

JeykU 
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Jekyll  and  Daltdn  now  rofc  and  left:  the 
room  to  join  the  ladies. 

The  Doftor  continued. 

"  I  do,  indeed,  Mr.  Cornwall,  efpoufe 
u  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Hales  —  his  conduct 
u  does  honour  to  manhood — his  generous 
€S  inexperienced  mind  has  been  played 
u  upon,  and  taken  advantage  of." 

c<  Forged  letters  were  contrived  to  make 
u  the  young  people  declare  their  fenti- 
€€  ments  —  their  peculiar  tender  fituation 
"  expofed  to  the  public  eye.  I  repeat  the 
u  words,  bafe  contrivance  !  n 

"  Concerned  for  the  advantage  which 
u  has  been  taken  of  his  friendfhip  for  Mifs 
<c  Cornwall,  Mr.  'Hales  is  reduced  to  the 
41  greateft  poffible  anguifti  of  mind.  His 
"  affedions  are  engaged  for  another  lady, 
u  and  I  have  his  permiflion  to  tell  you  he 
"  is  refolved  to  break  off  the  conne&ion." 

At  this  period,  the  father,  on  his  legs, 

demanded 


:  Do&or's  fen- 


MVdV£o   "TOW  ,ruptl?  left  die 

*******  -fTfit^ 


am  indebted  to 

loan  of  a  confi- 

f.     I  would  not 

5  peace  of  your 

gratitude  by  any 

My  fon,  1  per- 

limfelf  in  anger-*— 

ry  feems  to  have 

null  befmothered. 

is  vifibly  impaired 

ling;  and  I  have 

**  only  iuiu»..  ;  fuffered  a  mutual 

u  attention  to  have  fublifted  between  thefe 

u  young  people  for  fuch  4  length  of  time. 

u  Perhaps  it  will  prove  the  abfolute  caufe 

"  of  our  downfall.  —  Amelia  has  refufed 

"  the 
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"  the    moft    affluent   and    diftinguifhed 
"  young  men  of  the  age, 

cc  As  to  bafe  defigns,  Do&or,  you  have 
"  my  permiffion  to  place  them  where  your 
"  fufpicions  fall :  but  1  hope  you  will  ex- 
€€  empt  me  from  this  reproach,  and  not 
"  confider  me  as  the  author  of  the  letters/* 

Of  this  Doftor  Philpot  affured  Mr. 
Cornwall  he  acquitted  him,  and  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  accufe  him  of  any  arti- 
fice in  the  affair,  but  begged  his  reconci- 
liation. 

Some  peace  was  now  reftored,  and  we 
were  feated  till  the  ladies  fummoned  us  to 
tea  and  coffee, 

Lady  Dorothy  Murray  had  left  the  houfe 
in  all  the  date  and  pageantry  of  her  antient 
clan— difcontented,  and  her  pride  alarmed, 
we  had  no  doubt  of  die  fecret  being  di- 
vulged, and  a  powerful  battery  raifed 
againft  the  citadel  of  my  early  affedtions. 
No  doubt  but  my  engagement  with  Fanny 
Underwood  was  to  become  the  public  topic 

of 
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of  our  acquaintance,  and  every  ftratagem 
was  to  be  devifed  to  fhame  us  from  thi3 
low  and  degrading  notion  of  matrimonial 
happihefs. 


Mifs  Elizabeth  Cornwall  and  my  mother 
were  in  full  career  of  converfation — ani- 
mated in  the  extreme  —  and  as  the  former 
lady  had  effe&ed  her  negotiation  to  the 
complete  routing  of  every  maternal  fenti- 
ment  on  the  fide  of  the  latter,  flie  briikly 
turned  upon  Doftor  Philpot  to  change  the 
nature  of  her  triumph  into  a  more  fprightly 
vein  of  converfation. 

Before  we  proceed  on  the  hiflory  of  this 
lady's  vifit,  it  would  be  firft  proper  to  hint,  - 
that  Mifs  Elizabeth  Cornwall  was  one  of 
thefe  ladies,  whofe  connexions  admitted 
her  into  the  moft  choice  focicties  of  the  ape, 
and  whofe  great  delight  was  to  be  thought 
the  firft  bel «  efprit  in  her  circles — her  com- 

Vol.  II.  F  pofitions 
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pofitions  had  been  various,  both  in  profe 
and  verfe  —  (he  had  written  prologues, 
puffs,  and  introductory  letters,  for  her 
friends,  without  number — had  affifted  fe- 
veral  ladies  in  corre&ing  the  publications 
of  novels.  Her  intereft  was  the  means  of 
foiftingon  the  managers  of  one  of  our  thea- 
tres a  play,  which,  deficient  of  either  plot 
or  incident,  received  its  juft  damnation 
from  the  critics  on  its  firft  reprefentation. 

Having  fent  her  play  to  a  celebrated 
poetefs  to  have  her  criticifm  upon  it,  her 
friend  had  tenderly  recommended  fome  ju- 
dicious alterations,  and  mod  ferioufly  coun- 
felled  her  not  to  offer  it  to  the  managers  till 
it  had  undergone  a  more  correct  revifal. 
Irritated  with  all  the  petulency  of  a  felf- 
conceited  authorefs,  who  confidered  her 
friend's  alterations  and  counfel  as  envy  at 
her  fuperior  merit ;  and  having  her  hopes 
fo  completely  difappointed  by  the  public, 
her  determined  refentment  was  now  excited 
againft  every  riling  genius  of  the  age ;  and 
with  thefe  fentiments  (he  had  compofed  the 
following  copy  of  verfes  againft  the  literary 
6  female 
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female  friend  who  had  made  the  judicious 
obfervations  oh  her  play : 

T  O 
A      MODERN      POETESS. 

WHEN    all  around  a  folemn  ftilnefs 

reigns, 
More  adtive  fprights  illume  the  penfive 

brains. 
The  wakeful  mind  in  ecftafy  is  dreft, 
And  the  rapt  nymph  a  goddefs  is  confeft. 
Comic  or  tragic,  authorefles  rife, 
And  female  breafts  refine  to  ecflafies. 

Pale  beam'd  die  midnight  lamp — Saphira's 

bread, 
By  poefy  impell'd,  (hook  off  dull  reft ; 
Te  blanch'd  bed  gown,  loofe  folded  o'er 
the  fair, 
Slight  fhield  of  comfort  'gainft  the  dank, 

chill  air. 
Cold  winter's  blafts,  repell'd  by  thoughts 
I  fublime  — 

Warm  comfort  feels,  true  votaries  of  rhime. 
F  2  Now 
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Now  to  the  filver  ink-ftand  quick  fhefiies, 
The  polifh'd  verfe,  in  well-pick'd  words, 

(he  tries ; 
Eras'd  and  interlin'd  the  page  appears — 
Sometimes  fhe  rhimes  to  laugh — fometimes 

s  to  tears —  '  ^ 

Comic  or  tragic  metaphor  abounds, 
And  bright  fublimity  the  eye  aftounds. 
How  foft    the  di&ion,   point   fo  fweetly 

grac'd — 
The  ton  expreffion  of  the  day  w£ll  plac'd : 
.  Choice  Jlourets  cull'd — no  vulgar  word  can 

found,       9 
And  well-turn'd  periods  well  arrang'd  are 

found. 
All  elegance  zvell-hanTmer'd  ftanza  trite, 
To.  confecrate  the  poetefs  unite.  ' 


Thefe  verfes  had  been  entrufted  into  the      I 
hands  of  Dodtor  Philpot  to  re^d  ;  but  this 
truely  philanthropic  man  refufed  to  proceed. 

"  Madam," 
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"  Madam,"  fays  he,  "  fatire,  in  any 
"  fhape,  I  never  refpedted.  Even  in  the 
"  works  of  our  bed  poets,  where  it  may 
"  be  occafionally  found  with  acknowledged 
"  propriety,  I  am  generally  led  to  believe 
"  it  has  been  written  more  to  favour  the 
"  vanity  of  an  author's  abilities,  than  the 
lc  pure  defire  of  reforming  the  world. 

"  I  grant  there  are  vices  which  merit 
"  the  combined  attacks  of  all  our  bell 
"  writers — but  it  appears  to  me  that  their 
"  good  intentions  are  generally  perverted 
"  by  loading  the  culprit  with  much  ob- 
u  loquy,  and  finking  the  mild  precept  of 
"  Chriftian  lenity  into  the  harfh  inve&ive* 
"  of  a  cruel  and  unjuft  cenfurc. 

"  I  never  read  any  of  thefe  pretended 
"  reformers  of  modern  drofs,  but  I  call  ta 
"  mind  the  confcffion  of  the  poor  damned 
"  poet  in  the  realms  of  Pluto,  which  we 
"  find  fo  happily  portrayed  in  the  vifions 
"  of  the  celebrated  Quivido ; 

"Oh,  this  vile  trade  of  verfifying 
"  Has  d— d  us  all  to  hell  for  lying  ! 

F  <z  "  For 
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u  -For  writing  what  wc  do  not  think, 
"  Merely  to  make  the  verfe  cry  Clink  i 
€t  For  rather  than  abufe  the  metre, 
"  Black  (hall  be  white,  Paul  (hall  be  Peter. 


ft 


"  Not  out  of  malice  9  Jove's  my  witnefs, 
'*  But  only  for  the  verfe's  fitnefs. 

• 

"  The  way  our  poets  have  gone  about 
u  to  cleanfe  the  augean  (table,  has  been  to 
"  attack  corruption  on  the  triumphant 
"  car  of  their  own  felf  love.  Their 
"  furious  and  clamorous  driving  have  made 
"  too  great  a  noife  in  the  world,  and  ex- 
"  cited  the  human  paffions  in  open  arms 
g€  againft  them  ;  they  have  only  made  men 
"  more  obftinate  and  perfevering  in  their 
t€  vice  and  folly. 

"  See  the  conclufion  of  our  celebrated 
"  Pope's  epilogue  to  his  fatires — Was  he 
"  not  confcious  that  he  had  effe&ed  very 

"  little, 
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u  little,    or,    indeed,   no    reform   by  his 
%s  writing  ? 

"  Here,  laft  of  Britons !  let  your  names  be 

"  read  — 
"  Are  none  now  living  ?  —  let  me  praifc 

"  the  dead    ■■ 

"  But  why  had  not  his  fatires  more  effedl  ? 
u  Becaufe  the  vanity  of  the  poet  feemed 
w  more  confpicuous  than  the  real  and  un- 
"  feigned  defire  of  mending  his  fellow 
u  creatures  by  his  mild  carre&ions.  To 
u  vilify  and  to  degrade  is  not  to  corredt, 
"  but  to  excite  refentment.  Men  have 
"  their  vices,  'tis  true  ;  but  the  raoft 
"  wicked  may  have  their  virtues. 

Why  fhould 

'•  —Grandeur  blufh,   and  proud  courts 

"  withdraw  their  blaze  !  — 
w  Becaufe  the  man  of  Rofs  was  a  good 

"  man* 

u  Kings  and  great  men  have  been  vir- 
*€  tuous,  as  well  as  men  in  private  life;  and 
F  4  "a 
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"  as  the  man  of  Rofs  was  a  peculiar  exam- 
"  pie  of  fingular  virtue  in  the  middling 
"  ranks  of  the  people,  we  may  with  equal 
"  propriety  infer,  that  a  fimilar  inftance  of 
"  peculiar  virtue  may  be  found  in  gran- 
"  deur  and  in  courts ;  therefore  Pope's 
"  fatire  and  comparifon  is  by  no  means 
"  juft,  and  we  have  a  right  to  fufpe<ft  the 
"  poet  of  more  vanity  and  defire  of  fwel- 
"  ling  his  calumny,  than  of  ferioufly  re- 
* '  forming  the  vices  of  his  fellow  creatures. 

"  But  I  am  rather  enlarging  too  much  on 
"  thefubjed;  and,  perhaps,  I  myfelf  may 
u /be  fufpe&ed  of  the  fame  fault  whi<&  J 
"  am  now  inclined  to  cenfurein  others, 

"  In  fliort,  fatire  to  me  is  deteftable— 
a  I  never  hear  it,  or  read  it,  but  I  am  con- 
"  vinced,  in  my  owji  mind,  it  is  penned 
"  for  fome  finifter  or  interefted  purpofe. 
Ci  I  am  very  forry  that  I  am  obliged  to  be 
"  fo  pointed,  but  the  bufy  meddling  fpirit 
"of  public  and  private  life  calls  aloud  for 
"  fome  Chriftian  interference. 

"  You  are  an  abettor  of  immorality, 

"  Doctor. 
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"  Do&or.  Vice  is  made  to  appear  with- 
u  out  deformity  in  the  fenfe  of  your  cate- 
"  chifing  ledture,"  replied  the  lady. 

"  Not  fo,  Madam.  When  I  reprove,  I 
"  would  reprove  with  charity,  fenfible  of 
"  my  own  foibles,  frailties,  and  tranfgref- 
"  fions.  There  is  a  little  Scripture  here 
"  necefTary— but  that  I  leave  for  your  own 
"  meditation  and  proper  application/' 

Here  the  Do&or  rofe,  and  prefented  the 
lady  her  verfes,  who  received  them  widi 
the  moft  vifible  mortification,  that  their 
point  and  perfonification  might  not  be  re- 
cognifed. 

Her  refentment  had  been  excited  againft 
every  rifing  genius  of  the  age  by  the  unfuc- 
cefsfi.il  treatment  of  her  play;  and  (he  was 
now  determined  to  lyg  into  her  fatire  all  the 
circle  of  her  friends  who  were  diftinguilhed 
for  their  genius  and  abilities;  and  amono- 
them  feveral  ladies,  who  were  eminently 
confpicuous  in  the  light  of  writers,,  by  feve- 
ral inoffenfive  and  elegant  publications. 

F  5  The 
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The  Doftor  yfed  much  rhetoric  to  dif- 
fuade  her ;  but  finding  (he  was  refolved  to 
dip  her  ink  in  gaul  inftead  of  the  milk  of 
human  nature,  he  boldly  declared  that  he 
himfelf  Would  attack  her,  and  compel  her  to 
filence. 

The  fad  was,  on  the  perufal  of  the 
ftanzas,  Philpot  had  obferved  a  fimilarity 
of  hand  writing  between  the  poetefs  sncj. 
the  writer  of  the  forged  letter  of  Mifs  Ame- 
lia" Cornwall  to  Mr.  Hales,  on  the  rendez- 
vous bufinefs  at  Ranelagh ;  and  he  was  de- 
termined to  explore  the  affair  before  thf 
party  broke  up. 


Til 
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THE   REVOLUTION    COMPLEATED. 


HERE  was  now  announced  to  the 
party  the  arrival  of  a  Mr.  Wardmote. 

Mr.  Dalton,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
a  continued  vein  of  pleafantry  and  chat 
with  Lady  Jekyll  and  Mifs,  like  a  thunder 
clap,  feemed  ftruck  fpeechlefs  and  motion- 
lefs/  The  moft  obvious  confufion  was  now 
depifted  in  his  countenance — this  being; 
noticed  by  the  (hrewd  eye  of  the  critic, 
Mifs  Cornwall — She  afked  him,  with  a  ma- 
licious grin,  "  if  this  gentleman  was  of  his 
"  acquaintance  ?"  if  not,  (he  faid  (he 
would  have  the  pleafure  of  introducing 
him. 

"  Mr.  Wardmote !"  rejoined  Mr.  Corn- 
wall, "  why  this  is  the  name,  filler,  of  our 
"  grocer  in  Cheaplide." 

F  6  "  The 
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'"   The   fame,  brother,"    replied  Mifs 
Cornwall. 


"  What  bufinefs  can  he  have  here?" 
anfwered  the  Member — not  a  little  difcon- 
%  *  certed  in  turn. 

Dalton  held  a  cup  of  tea  in  his  tremb- 
ling hand,  which  tottered  on  his  faucer; 
and  as  the  door  opened,  the  worthy  citizen 
made  his  entrance;  but  this  fide  of  the 
ro^m  favouring  a  motion  of  the  youth,  as  he 
was  riling  unhappily  to  gain  the  door,  the 
cup  fell  out  of  his  hands  ;  for  the  back  of 
Wardmote  being  turned  to  him,  it  was 
eafy  for  him  to  have  made  good  his  efcape, 
had  it  not  been  for  this  accident,  which 
drew  the  whole  eyes  of  the  company  to- 
wards that  quarter,  and,  among  the  reft, 
Wardmote  himfelf. 

€S  Ben,  are  you  here  ? "  cried  the  grocer. 

Mifs  Cornwall  now  addrefled  Mr.  Ward- 
mote. 

"  Sir,"  fays  fhe,  «  I  was  informed,^hc 

.     «  laft 
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«c  laft  rime  I  was  in*  the  city,  that  you  was 
"  in  great  diftrefs  about  your  fon,  whom 
"  you  defcribed  as  living  in  a  ftate  of 
"  great  expence  and  figure  at  our  end  of 
"  the  fame.  This,  Sir,  I  prefume,  is  the 
u  gentleman.,  and  whofe  face  I  had  recol- 
c<  lefted  fometime  back  in  a  blue  apron 
"  behind  your  counter,  ferving  out  the 
*  wares  of  your  fhop." 

"  Pray  you  be  feated,  Mr.  Wardmote/' 
with  the  moft  benign  and  complacent  fet 
of  features,  cried  Sir  Simon — "  A  chair, 
"  William — and  do  you,  Mr.  Dalton, 
"  take  your  feat — I  am  happy  to  fee  you, 
"  Mr.  Wardmote,  though  not  the  plea- 
u  (lire  of  your  acquaintance. 

"  By  whofe  orders,  Lady  Hales,  was 
Mr.  Wardmote  fent  for  ? " 

ct  Mine,  by  the  rcqueft  of  Mifs  Corn- 
"  wall,"  replied  her  ladylhip. 

€C  To  expofe  my  fon,  I  fuppofe,  Sir,'* 
fays  Mr.  Wardmote. 

"  To 


i€  To  be  fure  Ben  is  but  a  comical  fort 
**  of  a  heedlefs  chap,  and  has  given  me 
"  a  good  deal  of  trouble  about  one  kind  of 
«c .  a  thing  or  other — fomehow  he  has  got 
"  above  his  bufinefs,  and  is  not  eafy  with- 
u  out  he  is  figuring  away  like  a  gentleman. 
u  Good  company,  however,  my  boy  is  got 
**  into.  Why  Ben  has  a  coat  on  as  fine  as 
. "  our  Alderman  on  a  Court  day." 

Sir  Simon.  "  Give  the  gentleman  tea 
«  and  coffee." 

Tea  and  coffee  was  handed  to  Mr.  Ward- 
mote—The  affumed  Mr.  Dalton  was  terri- 
fied to  an  inconceivable  ftupidity. 

Lady  Jekyll,  at  intervals.  "  An 
"  impoftor." 

Miss  Jekyll  picking  her  fan. 

Young  Jekyll  fiaring  at  bis  wuler. 
€t  Was  never  more  furprifed  in  nil  my 
«  life." 

Lady  Jekyll,    "  Mr.  Dalton,  you  are 

«  an 


"  an  impQftor,  and  I  will  have  you  ap* 
"  prehended  for  the  infult  you  have  put 
*  "  upon  my  family," 

Wardmote,-  "  Mult!  Madaru**- I 
"  beg  I  may  knQw  it," 

Lady  Jekyli,.  "  Fellow^-he  has  pre- 
"  tended  to  be  a  man  of  rank  and  fortune, 
"  and  has  had  the  audacity  tQ  offer  his 
u  hand  to  Bay  daughter/' 

Wardmote.  "  Ben.  was  always  an 
«  odd  dog/' 

Laby  Jekylu  "  Difgraced!—in- 
"  fulted  !  — Fellow,  I  will  this  inftant  have 
"  him  before  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace"-*— . 

Wardmote.  "  For  what,  my  Lady 
u  Jekyll  ?  —It  is  only  a  prank  of  the  lad's* 
K  I  fuppofe.  He  wants  to  ape  his  betters* 
"  and  is  too  proud  for  his  bufinefe — Ay,- 
<c  ay  ;  I  have  heard  of  your  praiks,  Ben— * 
"  you  rauft  beg  this  lady's  pardon  for  in* 
u  troducing  yourfelf  into  her  company, 
u  and  I  will  get  you  a  commiiEon  in  the 

"JEaft- 


M  Eaft-India  fervice— it  will,  to  be  fure, 
"  break  your  poor  mother  and  filter's  heart 
"  — but  it  \yill  be  much  better  to  do  this 
"  than  to  difgrace  your  parents,  who  live 
u  creditably  in  the  world,  by  going  to  jail, 
"  and,  perhaps,  coming  to  a  bad  end. 
"  Come,  come,;  beg  Lady  Jekyll's  par- 
4<  <Jon,  aad  turn  over  a  new  leaf.*' 

Lapy  Jekyll.  "'I  will  have  juftice— 
u  Fellow,  you  are  an  accomplice  of  your 

"  fon. — Such  fcum  of  the  earth!" 

(Flirting  her  fan,  and  fmelling  at  her  la- 
vender bottle. 

Wardmote.  "  I  would  not  infultyour 
"  ladyfhip — but  I  am  no  fellow,  nor  fcum 
*'  of  the  earth  neither — I  am  forry  for  my 
"  fon's  imprudence ;  and  what  can  I  fay 
"  more  ?  I  will  tell  you  a  bit  of  my  mind, 
t€  fince  you  oblige  me  to  it.  I  can  give 
"  Ben  a  tolerable  round  fortune,  if  I  pleafe 
u  — and  what  can  you  fay  to  that  —  Scum 
4<  of  the  earth  J  — Suppofe  I  pleafe  to  make 
"  him  a  gentleman  —  that's  my  bufincfs, 
"  you  know  — and  as  for  your  ladyfhip, 
?  you  don't  know  me,  though  I  well  know 

<c  you 


C    "3    3 

"  you — You  mud  not  teach  me  as  you 
"  taught  the  young  ladies  at  Hammer- 
"  fmith  boarding  fchool,  before  you  be- 
"  came  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Jekyll, 
"  whole  father  and  my  father  were  fellow 
c<  warehoufemen  in  Crutched  Friars  —  and 
"  Sir  Thomas  himfelf  was  not  half  fo  good 
"  a  man  when  he  fet  off  in  the  world  as  I 
"  can  make  Ben,  if  I  pleafe.    ■■ 

[He  was  now  rifing. 

"  I  am  hot  come  here  to  be  infulted 
"  neither/' 

."  Let  every  body  pay  their  debts,  [look- 
4(  ing  at  Mr.  Cornwall  and  his  fifier~\  and 
,c  not  fend  to  expofe  me  here  and  my  fon. 
u  I  can  otherwife,  perhaps,  expofe  them  in 
u  return." 

Sir  Simon  Hales.  "  Mr.  Wardmote, 
lc  I  exped:  ydu  will  keep  your  feat— there 
"  is  a  mifunderftanding  which  I  could  wifh 
"  to  fee  cleared  up. 

"  Your  fon  appears  to  have  had  a  better 

*'  educa- 
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u  education  than  is  confiftant  with  the 
%<  plan  of  life  which  you  wifli  him  to 
"  purfue." 

Wardmote,  "  He  has  been  brought 
"  up  at  an  academy  at  Kentiih  Town— 
"  Cannot  a  man  be  a  good  fcholar  and  a 
"  good  tradefinan  too  ? " 

Doctor  Philpot.  "  The  bane  lies 
.  u  in  the  ftate  affixing  too  much  common- 
"  ality  to  the  clafs  of  the  merchant  and 
"  tradefinan — —Make  thefe  profeffions 
€i  honourable,  and  fuitablc  acquirement 
u  by  education  will  not  feeia  dilprapor- 
€i  donate. 

u  What  more  honourable  than  thofc 
$t  profeffions,  by  which  the  empire  derive* 
"  all  its  grandeur  and  profperity  ?  The 
u  citizen  ftiould  not  be  degraded  becaufe 
"  he  ads  a  fubordinate  part  in  the  drama 
fC  of  government ;  iffo,  in  proportion  to 
u  the  improved  ideas  which  he  has  ac- 
u  quired  by  education,  fo  he  will  naturally 
"  defpife  the  line  of  life  which  he  is  brought 


€i  up  to. 


"The 
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"  The  importance  of  commerce  to  Great 
u  Britain  is  more  efficient  than  its  territo- 
"  rial  or  indigenous  fupplies — in  fuch  wife 
"  it  (hould  be  fupported  and  exalted  to 
"  honour  and  high  office, 

"  I  lament,  therefore,  whenever  I  fee  it 
lc  infulted  or  degraded  —  I  have  been 
"  chafed  with  indignation  in  beholding 
"  our  playhoufes  turning  into  ridicule  the 
u  great  emporium  of  our  commerce  *  — 
The  public  prints  in  jeft  and  merimeot 
expofing  the  great  fupporters  of  our 
wealth  and  profperity «—  Have  they  not 
"  excited  my  indignation  ? 

"  Your  fon,  Mr.  Wardmote,  would 
u  never  h*ve  aflumed  the  character  <?f  Mr. 

*  In  the  play  of  Richard  the  Third,  it  is  ufual  for 
the  theatres  to  charicature  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Councilmen,  when  they  prefent  their  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King.  At  the  fame  time  the  Manager 
has  been  expofed  to  the  critic's  cenfure.  What  more 
abfurd  than  to  fee  the  cofiume  of  the  times  fo  barba- 
rovfly  violated  in  dreffing  thefe  refpe&able  perfonages 
ia  long  wigs ;  when  it  is  well  known  that  wigs  were 
Pot  worn  tilt  the  age  of  Charlei  the  Second  r 

"  Dalton, 
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"  Dalton,  had  he  been  taught  to  confider 
"  the  bufinefs  of  his  father  as  holding  an 
"  honourable,  and  not  a  ridiculous  rank  in 
"  the  date." 

Mr.  Cornwalll.  "  This  is  the  true 
"  levelling  principle  with  a  vengeance, 
."  Doftor.  Order,  civil  order,  Sir — fub- 
"  ordination — dillinftion" 

Doctor  Phil  pot.  tc  Why  not  admit 
"  the  merchant,  the  tradefman,  to  an  equa- 
cc  lity  with  the  divine,  the  phyfical  gentry, 
u  lawyer,  and  foldier  ?  There  will  be  al- 
"  ways  diftindtion  of  rank  (till  fubfifting 
"  in  the  ftate  to  preferve  fubordination ; 
cc  and  even  among  the  profeffional  claffes 
"  there  will  always  be  found  degree*  of 
"  honour  for  the  reward  of  merit  and  vir- 
"  tuous  enterprife  *." 


*  The  town  of  Zuric,  in  Switzerland,  rcfpfA' 
the  clafs  of  citizens  ,as  highly  honourable,  and  they 
are  admitted  to  the  firft  pofls  in  the  Canton.  AU 
the  other  inferior  claffes  are  grouped  under  the  title 
of  the  peafantr^.  What  wifdom  !  and  what  an  energy 
does  not  this  convey  to  its  commercial  eftablifhment! 

Ward- 
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Wardmote.  "  Your  fentiments  arc 
"  noble,  Dodtor  Thingamee— and — and 
"  — I  wifh  you  was  one  of  our  Commoa 
"  Councilmen.  We  want  fuch  a  mail  as 
"  you  among  us  to  keep  up  the  credit  of 
"  the  city. 

€t  It  was  only  on  the  other  Lord  Mayor's 
"  feaft —  (when  I  was  invited) — I  could 
"  not  help  obferving  the  fneers  and  ftirugs 
u  of  your  grandees  when  I  fat  at  table  * — 
"  But  I  often  wifh  fome  of  our  topping 
"  gentry  would  tell  them  as  good  a  tale  as 
"  they  bring  at  this  here  end  of  the  town. 
"  To  be  fure  there  is  here  and  there  a  man 
"  among  us  who  gets  up  in  the  Houfe  of 
"  Commons,  and  talks  away  very  glibly  as 
"  fomehow  ;  but  they  does  not  do  it  fo  well 
"  rfeither  as  fome  of  your  courtiers;  it 
11  does  not  go  quite  fo  well  off;  and  that 
"  is  one  good  reafon  why  we  are  carried. 


*  The  ftale  jeft  of  the  turtle  feaft  fhould  iurely 
no  longer  pafs  mufter — when  it  muft  be  confeiled, 
that  the  epicure  and  fenfualiit  is  not  more  common  co 
this  than  the  moll  exaliei  clafs  in  the  ftate- 

•V  "  away 
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"  away  by  good  horators.  There  is  one 
"  or  two  men  come  among  us,  and  they 
"  cram  us  with  fine  tales,  which  we  fwal- 
cc  low  like  fpoonfulls  of  flummery  — and 
"  all  this,  I  warrant  you,  becaufe  we  have 
"  not  fuch  good  hopportunities  to  get 
"  learning.  The  city  likes  horators  and 
€C  good  fpokefmeh,  and  we  all  trys  at  it  a 
•*  .little  in  our  meetings — but  then  we 
"  never  makes  any  thing  out — we  keeps 
"  on  talkihg  till  the  wine  makes  us  quite 
"  turn  the  difcourfe  another  way,  and 
"  then  we  adsjurhes to  another  meeting" 

Mr.  Cork  wall  [afide].  "  Vulgar 
"  dog!" 

Lady  Jekyll.  "  I  may  then  thank 
"  you,  Madam,  [fa  Alifs  Cornwall']  for 
"  being  thus  expofed." 

Miss  Cornwall.  €€  I  meant  to  do 
"•  your  ladyftiip  a  fignal  piece  of  fervice. 
"  I  faw  the  great  danger  your  family  was 
"  expofed  to,  and  I  was  charitably  in- 
"  clined  to  open  your  eyes  on  the  ap- 
"  proaching  evil." 

lWfn 
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Mr.  War  dmote.  "  This  I  now  plainly 
«  fees— Sad  dog !  Ben." 

Sir  Simon  Haxes.  "  You  fay  you 
"  are  willing  to  make  a  gentleman  of  him 
"  —perhaps,  in  this  cafe,  Lady  Jekyir*-— 

Lady  Jekyll.     st  Infult!" 

Mr.  Wardmotr.  €€  Not  fo  warm, 
"  Madam — Perhaps  my  fon  Ben,  whom 
"  you  take  upon  you  fo  much  to  defpife, 
"  may  be  as  good  as  your  daughter — I 
"  can  get  him  a  commiffiori  in  the  Artil- 
"  lery  Company  to-morrow,  if  you  pleafe; 
"  and  if  your  ladyfliip  likes  a  fmart  cock- 
"  ade  and  regimentals  for  Mifs,  Ben  can 
"  foon  (how  off  in  this  way."  •..- 

Lady  Jekyll.     "  Infufferable !  " 

Lady  Hales.  "  For  heaven  fake,  Sir 
"  Simon,  do  not  interfere." 

Mr.  Wardmote.  "  I  want  nobody 
"  to  figlit  my  battles,  and  pleafe  your 
f<  ladyfliip,  though   much  thanks  to  the 

<c  honourable 


C.  "°    ] 

cc  honourable  Baronet.  I  thinks  as  how  I 
"  have  been  fomewhat  Jll-treated  in  this 
"  here  company  by  two  particular  ladies. 
"  'Tis  true  Ben  has  made  me  angry  in 
"  being  afhamed  of  his  name  ;  but,  upon 
"  my  word,  I  think  he  looks  as  much  like 
"  a  gentleman  as  that  there  gentleman  in 
"  the  corner/'  (meaning  Mr.  Jekyll.)— 
"  As  for  that  lady,  who  has  brought  me 
"  here  to  make  us  both  look  ridiculous,  I 
"  could  make  her  look  as  ridiculous  in  re- 
"  turn,  if  I  pleafe— For  pray  let  me  aik 
"  you,  is  there  more  harm  in  my  fon  Ben 
"  tranfmogrifying  himfelf  all  for  love  of  a 
"  young  lady,  and  putting  on  another 
"  chara&er,  than  this  here  lady  coming  to 
*f  my  (hop  for  articles,  and  running  up  a 
"  long  bill,  and  keeping  me  three  years 
"  out  of  my  money,  becaufe  the  goods 
"  are  going  to  a  member  of  parliament 
"  that  can't  be  found  to  pay  it  ? — More 
"  fool  me  to  truft,  they  may  fay — but  (he 
"  comes  in  her  coach,  and  it  is  theappear- 
"  ance  of  fuch  things  which  makes  us  pay 
€€  all  due  refpeft — as  you  all  feem  to  have 
€€  done  poor  Ben  there,  before  you  found 
"  out  his  father  was  an  honeft  grocer  in 

"  Cheapfide 
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X€  Cheapfide— I  pays  my  fcot  and  lot  re- 
"  gularly,  or  I  ftiould  foon  know  the  rea- 
"  fon  why — I  wilh  other  folks  would  do 
*'  the  fame — and  becaufe,  as  they  does  not 
"  do  it,  I  have  as  good  a  right  to  think 
"  myfelf  as  good  as  they,  haven't  I,  Mr. 
"   Dodor/pray?" 


This  colloquial  kind  of  argument  .'ope- 
rated as  a  wonderful  damper  on  the  fpirits 
of  Mr.  and  Mifs  Cornwall. 

4 

Lady  Hales  feemed  difconcerted— the 
tme  hiftory  of  Lady  Jekyll  had  not  reached 
her  ear  before.  There  was  a  great  (hare  of 
family  pride  in  my  mother,  and  I  believe 
this  gave  her  friendfhip  for  Lady  Jekyll  a 
confiderable  (hock. 


Miss  Cornwall.    "  To  be  infulted 
"  under  your  own.  roof,  Sir  Simon !" 
Vol.  IL  G  Mr; 
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-  #Ifc.  Cornwall.  "  i  {hall  refent  the 
*  €  infalt,  my  dear,  depend  upon  it.  I  am 
'*'  forty  an  old  acquaintance  (hould  be  ever 
"  diflfolved,  TSir  'Simon;  but  my  honour, 
"  Sir,  isfuff&td  to  be  impeached  by  the 
"  irifolence  of  this  low  and  illiterate  ci- 
"  tizen." 

Miss  Cornwall.  "  Thank  God  we 
"  have  you  pretty  well  in  our  power,  Sir 
"  Simon.  Mr.  Hales  there,  was  1  my  bro- 
€€  ther,  fhould  anfwer  for  his  cruelty  in  our 
€i  family— ^Here  jhe  pulled  out  a  Catthic 
fC  handkerchief  to  her  eyes.'] 

"Doctor  Philtot— /oiWj/3r  Cornwall— 
"  Madam,  your  infinuations  and  defirc  of 
"  involving  all  your  acquaintance  within 
"  the  reach  of  your  tongue  and  power,  is 
"  very  apparent.  As  to  the  plan  which 
"you  combined  againft  this  family,  to 
u  draw  Mr.  Hales  into  a  matrimonial  en- 
u  gagement  with  Mifs  Cornwall,  is  but  too 
€C  apparent.  You  was  the  authorefs  of  the 
t€  letter  for  their  meeting  at  Ranelagh — 
"  your  hand  writing,  Madam — I  can 
u  bring  the  moft  demonftrable  proof  of  it.* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  and  Mifs~  Cornwall  now  rofe— flic 
rang  the  bell,  and  infilled  on  leaving  the 
houfe  immediately. 

JLady  Jekyll  was  taking  herfelf  off— the 
whole  party  broke  up — the  Baronet's  houfe 
was  in  a  temporary  confofion — fome  cri- 
mination was  heard  by  mod  of  the  parties. 

Wardmote  declared  there  was  as  much 
jangling  and  wrangling  among  people  of 
quality. as  in  his  own  family — and,  with  his 
fon,  they  both  difappeared— the  father  firft 
approaching  the  .Baronet,  giving  him  a 
moft  hearty  fqueeze  of  the  hand,  and  of- 
fering the  feme  ceremony  to  Dodtor  Phil- 
pot. 


G  %  jpxso- 
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EPISODICAL  ANECDOTES  OF  THE  HALESES, 
THE  JEKYLLS,  AND  THE  CORNWALL*, 
TO  WORK  THE  PLOT  UP  TO  THE  EPI* 
TASIS. 


X  HE  fchifm  was  now  compleated  with 
Mifs  Elizabeth  Cornwall — (he  was  inflamed 
to  vengeance — the  beautiful  Amelia  con- 
fined to  her  bed  with  a  fever. 

Tortured  by  her  father  and  aunt,  this 
amiable  girl  was  expofed  to  the  (haft  of  fa- 
mily rigour  —  the  news  of  her  bad  health 
had  readied  my  ear,  and  my  diftrefs  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  time  drew  near 
for  my  departure  from  England. 

Lady  Hales  was  cooling  in  her  friend- 
fhip  for  Lady  Jekyll,  and  the  match  with 
Sophy  and  young  Jekyll  much  abated  in 
its  procefs.    Mifs  Cornwall,  the  aunt,  had 

wbifpered 
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whifpered  in  Lady  Hales's  ear,  that  Jekyll 
was  lavifhing  his  fortune  on  a  celebrated 
adrefs;  and  as  this  young  man  had  not 
made  any  overtures  in  perfon  to  Mifs 
Hales,  it  feemed  but  too  obvious  that  Lady 
Jekyll  and  Hales  had  proceeded  in  a  nego* 
tiation  of  this  delicate  nature  before  the  in- 
clination of  the  young  people  had  been 
confulted. 

On  the  evening  before  I  left  England 
Sir  Simon  received  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Cornwall : 

u  The  friendfhip  which  has  for  fuch 
"  a  length  of  years  fubfifted  between  us 
*  (hould  not  be  diflblved  for  a  trifle  — 
u  The  health  of  my  daughter  is  much  im- 
"  paired — I  will  leave  to  your  honour  and 
"  generality  the  reflexions  neceflary  to  be 
"  made  on  this  unhappy  bufinefs.  My 
"  obligations  to  your  family  have  been 
"  great — they  will  be  cancelled  as  foon  as 
"  my  affairs  can  be  put  into  form  by  my 
"  attorney. 

u  I  am  frank  enough  to  confefs,  that  1 
G  3  *'  ha  ' 


44  had  built  on  a  bafelefs  inddpendance  the 
"  marriage  of  Amelia  with  your  fon— *it 
t€  was  the  only  plan  I  could  adopt  to  reco» 
t€  ver  thofe  political  principles  from  which 
"  the  lofs  of  fortune  has  tempted  me  tp 
"  fwerve. 

"  'Tistrue  I  have  been  tempted— I  fay 
"  it  in  confidence— and  I  have  had  re* 
"  courfe  to  a  fpecies  of  fophiftry  to  ftill  the 
<r  confeientiuus  feel  in  my  heart* 

"  Some  offers  have  been  made  me  tp 
"  come  over  —  Deteftable  manoeuvre  !  — 
14  thus  to  pra&ife  on  my  diftrefles~»I  have 
M  reafon  to  believe  the  enormous  cxpence 
•c  of  my  laft  ele&ion  was  fkilfully  defigned 
"  to  opemte  the  celebrated  trick  of  Cardi* 
"  nal  Richlieu—the  nobility  and  gentry 
"  in  his  days  were  hired  to  court  intereft 
"  by  their  diffipation  and  poverty* 

"  Sad  thing,  my  old  friend,  to  veer 
"  about  at  my  time  of  life — the  alternative 
"  -^1  muft  creep  into  fome  dirty  town  on 
"  the  Continent  till  my  bones  are  buried 
*  on  the  ramparts,  or  eat  my  beef  and 

"  pudding 
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€t  pudding  in  my  own  country,  with  conti- 
u  aual  fits  of  indigeftion. 

t€  Ah !  had  I  taken  ypur  advice;,  a,nd 
u  retired  to  ny  country  manfipn,  0$  the 
"  fine  down  of  Dorfetfhire — but  the  die  is 
€c  now  caft—  a  few  days  muft  determine 
"  the  limits  of  human  fortitude. 

"  Roman  virtue  is  now  out  of  £tfhion-~ 
H  I  could  be  otherwife  tenjpted  tp  turn  my- 
c*  back  on  corruption.  Sad  conoid  I  when, 
?  the  foul  is  thus  incumbered  with  vorldlf 
"  affairs,  it  would  gladly  (hake  off  their 
«  drafo  and  recover  its  freedom. 

«  You$  ftttl  ren^jflJQg  ^fiend." 


SIR  SIMONS   A^S*V£R. 


it 
fc 


cc 
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'Tis  true  you  are  now  obliged  to  give 
up  the  caufe— but  the  true  champion  o£ 
civil  liberty  does  not  droop  under  thefi^ 
imaginary  evils.  Your  pride  of  family 
is  more  hurt  than  your  virtue  ftiaken* 
Ti$  but  a  fit  of  melancholic  difguft— . 
G  4  €t  three 
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u  three  months  retirement  will  turn  youf 
"  political  principles  into  their  original 
44  channel — and  methinks,  old  friend,  at 
44  your  time  of  life,  there  (hould  be  fome 
"  referve  for  extraneous  lucubrations. 

u  My  word  for  it,  when  you  have  given 
"  up  the  battle  the  heart  will  recover  itf 
"  natural  tone,  its  natural  dwelling  place, 
w  and  you  will  experience  more  real  hap* 
n  pinefs  in  one  of  the  ftinking  dirty  towns 
44  of  our  Gallic  neighbour,  than  in  thif 

luxurious  and  fplendid  caput  imperii. 


€4 


44  As  to  obligations !  —-there  again  your 
"  haughty  temper  rebels  againft  our  an- 
"  tient  friendfhip.  Let  your  pride  be  dif- 
44  played  when  your  brain  is  cooled  by 
44  reafon,  and  the  expulfion  of  your  re- 
44  fentment.  Your  whole  life  has  been 
"  marked  with  error,  and  you  are  now  on 
4X  the  eve  of  becoming  callous  againft  the 
"  admonitions  of  experience. 

"  I  do  not  trouble  my  head  with  my 
•**  fon's  affeAions — had  I  found  his  honour 
u  broken  in  his  advances  to  your  daughter, 

"  creiy 
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cc  every  reparation  in  my  power  fhould 
<c  have  been  made, 

"  The  delicacy  of  this  much-admired 
"  young  lady  would  not  allow  her  to  fall 
u  into  the  ftratagem  of  her  wily  aunt, 
"  whofe  anxiety  for  the  connexion  has 
"  hurried  her  into  a  meafure  which  may, 
"  in  all  probability,  be  the  caufe  of  much 
u  mifery  in  our  families. 


The  juftice  due  to  our  old  friendfhip, 
and  to  my  own  perfonal  ifltereft,  has 
«  drawn  this  frank  confeffion  of  fentiment 
"  from  me — feel  it,  and  improve  by  it—it 
"  will  be  the  only  way  of  preferving 

"  Your  cordial  friend." 


The  morning  after  the  extraordinary 
party  at  our  houfe,  my  father  was  clofetted 
with  my  mother  for  a  confiderable  time. 

The  difcourfe  turned  upon  my  engage- 

ment  with  Fanny.    Sir  Simon  could  find 

no  argument  to  pacify  her  alarms,  but  the 

aflurances  of  his  fixed   refolution  not  to 

•    G  j  ,         prefs 
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prefe  tie  affair;  as  alfo  not  to  circumvQit 
his  fon  in  thofe  matters  where  the  affections 
were  placed  :  in  this  he  ftrenuoufly  con- 
tended, efpecially  as  he  had  permitted  her 
to  ufe  every  influence  of  a  parent  in  the  di- 
rection of  her  daughter's  happmefs-j  biit^at 
the  fame  time  he  affured  her,  that  fending 
Fanny  to  France  was  the  only  me$ns  to  re- 
move her  at  a  diftance,  and,  in  this  cafe,  of 
diflblving  the  connection  by  abfence. 

We  have  obferved,  that  her  difguft'at*  a 
family  connection  wkh  the'Cortiwall*  lfed' 
been  confpieuoufly  marked;  arid  as  tiitf 
letter  from  Fanny  befpoke  her  fixed  refohre 
to  break  with  me,  fo  her  alarms  were,' 
in  a  great  meafure,  done  away,  and  parti- 
cularly fo  as  my  views  were  tofet  off  on 
the  grand  tour  In  a  direCt  route  for  Italy— 
at  leaft  fo  (he  had  been  made  to  believe. 

In  the  midft  of  this  connubial  parley, 
wherein  no  great  degree  of  friendly  fince- 
rity,  had  been  difplayed  on  either  fide, 
Lady  Dorothy  Murray  was  announced* 

I  was  felted  in  the  anti-room  reading  a 
6  curfory 
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curfory  hint  to  travellers  on  the  Continent, 
when  my  truly  noble  and  dignified  great 
aunt  made  her  appearance. 

"  Good  morning  to  you,  Mr,  Hales — 
"  (her  ufual  appellation  £dward) — I 
€€  am  in  great  grief,  Sir,  on  your  account 
«  —but  I  hauve  done  with  the  faamily — I 
"  thought  to  have  been  the  true  friend  of 
"  it,  and  of  you  in  particular,  Sir,  on 
"  whom  all  my  hopes  were  fixed.    Nau, 

V  Sir;  it  is  au  over— gau  and  be  miferable 

V  — grauvel  on  in  the  mean  and  law  nau- 

V  tions  which  the  au-fufficient  and  wife  Sir 
"  Simon  has  planned  for  your  fuccefe. 

'.'  I  think,  Sir,  at  Ieaft,  you  might  have 
"  raifed  your  affeftions  to :M  left  palpable 

V  degree  of  degeneracy — but  I  have  daune 
u  with  you— I  fhall  lofe  nau  time  to  make 
"  very  confiderable  alterations  in  niy  will; 
"  and  as  to  my  intereft,  it  (hall  remain, 
"  Sir,  be  perfuaded,  in  great  compaufure 
u  and  peace.  You  can  very  well  difpenfe 
"  with  a  fuperior  title  to  that  of  a  Baronet. 
iC  Your  nautiohs,  beheve  me,  Sir,  dau  net 
*  demand  elevation  and  rank. 

G  6  *'  I  thought 
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"  I  thought  my  fortune,  on  my  death, 
€€  with  that  of  the  Halefes,  might  be  a 
4*  fuitable  appendage  for  the  rank  which  I 
"  have  been  moving  au  the  intereft  in  my 
• c  power  to  accomplilh  —  an  earldom  of 
"  Great  Britain,  Sir,  for  your  father— But 
"  I  havedaune  with  you— I  (hall  turn  au 
"  my  affe&ions  into  the  faamily  of  my  hut 
"  band. 

"  I  (hall  point  au  to.  the  north,  young 
€i  gentleman— It  is  now  the  common  taupic 
"  among  au  our  acquaintance— You  may 
u  depend  upon  it,  the  bufy  tongue  of  that 
u  cenfaurious  lifter  of  the  beggarly  member 
"  will  hauld  au  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
"  tauwn.  Nau,  Sir ;  I  (hall  not  ftay  here  to 
u  confront  it,  you  may  allure  yourfel— to 
"  be  drawn  into  the  circle  of  ridicule,  will 
"  not  fuitwith  my  prefent  rank  and  inde- 
"  pendence. 

"  The  daughter  of  a  farmer ! 

"  I  am  come  to  pay  my  morning  vifit 
"  to  your  father ;  and  if  he  is  in  the  hoofe, 

"  defiif 
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u  defire  my  refpc&s  to  him,  and  tell  him  I 
Cf  am  prefled  for  time." 

Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Hales  were  now  en* 
tering  the  room.- 

Lady  Dorothy  arofewith  the  moft  pro- 
found gravity—her  falutation  as  cold  as  the 
regions  of  her  northern  clan. 

Lady  Dorothy.  "  Sir  Simon,  if  I 
**  did  not  knaw  you  to  be  one  of  the 
'"  ftrangeft  men  in  the  univerfe,  I  (hould* 
<€  have  thought  your  unaccoontable  con- 
u  dud  approached  to  infanity. 

"  To  coontenance  a  low-born  farmer's 
u  daughter,  to  afpire  to  your  only  fon  and 
u  heir !  You  could  not  have  invented  a 
H  fcheme  fo  truly  abfurd  to  make  us  au  the 
u  rifible  topic  of  our  acquaintance.  For 
"  God's  fake,  nephew?—  think  what  you  are 
fc  aboot,  man  —  I  will  not  give  my  name 
"  any  longer  to  the  faamily. 

i€  It  was  yefterday  mentioned  at  the 
u  drawing-room—  Lady  Dinwiddie,  my 

"  ok' 
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u  auld  friend,  frowned  monftroufly,  fcnd 
u  fidled  away  —  it  will  be  fpread  au  over 
g€  Scotland,  and  ruin  my  intereft  with  my 
"  countryfolks — Oot  upon  it,  Sir  Simon — 
"  I  have  done  with  the  faamily— I  (hall  not 
"  anfwer  to  the  name  any  longer,  and  you 
"  may  depend  upon  it,  this  is  the  laft  vifit 
u  I  (hall  pay  my  niece,  unlefs  I  inftantly 
(c  hear  this  fhanaefol  and  filthy  bufinefs  is 
"  given  up.** 


€€ 


Sir  Simon.     *<  'Tis  premature,  Madam 
—you  are,  perhaps,  mifinfoftned." 


Lady  Dorothy.  €€  I  (ay  nau  fuch 
#  thing  —  my,  niece  there  fays  you  have 
u  given  your  fanftion  to  k-r- 1  have  done 
"  with  you,  .Sir  Simon -r-your  family  is  too 
"  low  for  naubility  —  I  have  given  up  au 
"  my  time  and  politics  for  the  making  of 
u  you  —  defpicable  return  !  —  Court  at- 
t€  tendance,  and  au  my  connexions,  (acri- 
"  ficed— -An  earldom,  truly — Nau,  nau, 
€e  Sir  Simon ;  your  fentiments  do  aot  reach 
"  above  vulgarity,  believe  me/' 

Sir  Simon.     "  For  God's  fafee,  Lady 

"  Doro- 


"  Dorothy,  give  up  this  old  ftory  about 
"  naubility— drop  this  ftrum  of  Scotch  va- 
w  nity— my  inclinations"—*** 

Lady  Doeothy.  Inclinatious  ! — Nau, 
"  I  dare  fay  they  are  too  law  for  naubility 
u  — but  I  allure  you,  Sir  Simon,  I  have 
"  done  with  you  and  your  fon,  Edward— 
u  as  for  Sophy,  I  may,  perhaps  -»-  if  (he 
u  preferves  her  mother's  decorum  and  faa- 
"  mily  refpeft,"— 

Sir  Si  mom.  **  My  fortune,  Lady  Do- 
u  rothy,  will  not  expofe  me  to  your  com- 
*c  paffion*  You  fhould  firft  be  certain  of 
<€  my  inclinations  before  you  pretend  to* 
"  make  me  feel  the  denunciations  of  your 
"  anger/* 

Lady  Dorothy.  €€  Your  fentiments 
"  are  ftaumped  with  vulgarity,  Sir  Simon." 

Sir  Simon.  "  This  freedom,  Lady 
"  Dorothy* 


,%» 


Lady  Dorothy.     "  Oh,  niece,  niece  I         ! 
"  you  are  noo  ruined  indeed — 'tis  the  laft        jj 

"  vifi 


1 
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•c  vifit*-  Freedom  \  —  Give  me  leave,  Sir 
u  Simon,  to  tell  you,  that  you  have  taken 
••  a  great  freedom  with  my  faamily.  The 
€€  Murray s  are  not  to  be  thus  degraded/' 

Sir  Simon,  "  I  with,.  Madam,  you 
"  would  tell  me  of  the  favours  I  have  re- 
"  ceived  ;  I  may  then,  perhaps,  fuffer 
u  myfelf  to  be  contioled  by  your  threats." 

Lady  Dorothy.  "  Favours !  —  the 
"  high  haunour  of  a  matrimonial  alliance 
u  with  us.  A  great  favour,  Sir  Simon, 
u  give  me  leave  to  tell  you ;  nor  fhould 
i€  my  niece  have  given  you  her  hand,  if 
"  (he  had  not  looked  up  to  a  better  title 
u  than  that  of  a  vulgar  Kentifh  Baronet— 
€i  it  has  been  your  ftrange  and  unaccount- 
€<  able  law  and  mean  notions  of  indepen- 
u  dance  which  has  kept  her  from  an  equal 
«  rank  to  myfel." 

Sir  Simon.  u  Shaw!  No  more  of  this 
u  fulfome  parade  of  Scotch  vanity.  Is  not 
u  a  private  gentleman" - 

Lady  Dorothy.  **  Nau"-~ — 

Sir 
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Sir  Simon,    "  Of  as  much'1 


Lady  Dorothy.  "  Nau,  nau  fuch 
"  thing.  Your  ftrange  nautions  over 
if  again/' 

Sir  Simon.  u  My  happincfs  in  private 
«  life"—- 

Lad*  Dorothy.    "  Defpicable"— — 

Sir  Simon.    "  Take  care,  Madam"— 

Lady  Dorothy.  "  My  niece  is 
*c  ruined— I  fhall  not  have  another  oppoi> 
««  tunity,  Sir  Simon,  to  intrude." 

Sir  Simon.  sf  Your  family  rank,  Lady 
€€  Dorothy,  is  mifapplied  and  confounded 
*C-In  your  extravagant  notions  of  fuperior 
"  birth." 

Lady  Dorothy.  "  Infult ! — My  fpirit 
fC  will  not  brook  it  — You  have  brought 
Mt  difgrace  and  beggary  on  your  faamily, 
"  Sir  Simon,  by  the  public  education  you 

*€  have 
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"  have  beftawed  on  your  gozling.  There 
•*  is  nothing  learnt  at  our  public  fchools 
"  but  favage  notions  of  good  breeding.  I 
€S  (hall  not  flay  any  longer  to  have  my 
*  "  rank  vilified  —  My  condefcentions  havs 
"  been  already  too  much  lavifhed  upon 
"  you/' 

[The  bell  here  rang  for  her  carriage,  and 
Jhe  left  the  houfe  with    the  m$ft  inflexible 
irrqfcibility.*] 


the 
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This  paper  was  collected  from  the  Doflor's 
note  book,  and  which  I  thought  fiot  inept 
U  be  introduced  in  this  place. 


POCTOR    PHILPOT's  APOLOGY  POR  LEAV- 
ING  HIS   PARISH. 


W* 


HEN  I  wasjwrefented  to  the  rec-» 
tary  of  *»****,  I  took  poffeffion  of  it  with 
a  firm  intention  of  refiding  among  my  pa- 
liflioners,  and  proving  myfelf,  by  an  ex- 
emplary condud  and  an  a&ive  philanthro- 
py, their  real  friend  and  zealous  minifter, 

I  had  confidered  a  country  life,  perhaps, 
in  a  paftoral  fenfe  as  too  inoffenfive  and  pri* 
mitive  in  its  manners.  Rapt  with  the  de- 
lightful contemplation  of  living  in  a  fociety 
of  harmlefs  neighbours,  I  had  painted  my 
.  refidence  in  the  parfonage  as  a  peaceful  re- 
treat for  literature  and  calm  refignation  to 

the 
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the  meek  duties  which  my  profeffion  ex- 
acted. Here  I  concluded  all  the  diforderly 
paffions,  which  are  perpetually  warring 
among  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  would 
be  fupprefled  by  induftry  and  frugal  tem- 
perance. The  plough  would  correft  the 
boiflerous  paflions  of  the  heart ;  and  the 
day-labourer,  on  his  hard  fare,  with  fpade 
and  mattock,  working  off  the  grofs  impu- 
rities which  furcharge  the  human  foul, 
nurfed  in  the  lap  of  floth,  indolence,  and 
pampered  luxury.  The  fpinning  wheel  at 
the  door  of  the  cottage,  and  the  innocent 
maiden  finging  her  blythe  carrol  to  the  lin- 
net's note,  in  chorus  with  the  tribe  of  na- 
ture's inoffenfive  children,  would  fill  my 
heart  with  a  delightful  contemplation  of 
native  purity. 

Old  age  preffing  beneath  the  burden  of 
years — unlettered  comfort !  No  puzzling 
fophiftry  of  fchools  to  haunt  its  brain  with 
fyllogifms.  No  cafuiftical  fpeculations  on 
happinefs.  No  parallels  of  feftaries— of 
Plato,  Epicurus,  or  Socrates.  No  fubdc 
refleftions  on  the  nature  of  foul— its  mate- 
rial exiftence,  its  more  fublime  refidencc 

Religious 
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Religious  contrqverfies  of  modern  times  far 
from  its  quiet  flumbers.  His  mind  tutored 
in  the  doctrine  of  his  forefathers,  fettled  to 
an  habitual  rule  of  faith ;  and  where  his 
doubts  might  chance  to  flow  to  perplex  his 
penfive  moments,  his  delufions  could  be 
foon  fet  right  by  the  confidence  he  was 
taught  to  place  in  the  long-accuftomed 
rubric  of  his  mother  church. 

Thus  certain  of  my  church  being  filled 
by  the  aged,  I  had  no  doubt  but  the 
younger  clafs  would  flock  to  it  by  their 
example. 

Frugality,  temperance,  and  calm  con- 
tentment, I  thus  conceived,  would  have 
crowned  my  parilh  with  the  palm  of  every 
fublunary  virtue. 

Tis  true,  to  the  age  of  thirty,  I  had  led 
the  life  of  the  fellow  of  a  college  —  the 
world,  in  theory,  I  had  contemplated— of 
a  compleftion  fond  of  books,  I  had  taken 
moft  of  my  rules  from  them ;  and  as  this 
mind  of  a  college  life  was  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  road  of  church  preferment,  I  had 

refolved 
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rcfolved  on  fulfilling  with  an  unwearied  arid 
regular  confiftency  the  life  of  a  parifli 
prieft,  and  which  my  conference  had  fug- 
•gefted  as  the  faireft  claim  to  date  pa- 
tronage. 

When  I  made  the  grand  tour  with  Sir 
Simon  Hales,  brother  ftudent,  and  of  the 
fame  age  and  (landing,  our  remarks  were 
thofe  of  young  people,  with  minds  heated 
with  novelty — a  tour  of  friendlhip,  not  of 
fpeculation,  or  the  fludy  of  man. 

We  carried  with  us  no  album  to  mark 
down  our  fentiments  of  men,  manners,  and 
the  countries  we  travelled  through  — the 
objefts  were  too  novel,  and  our  minds  too 
juvenile  forfajge  reflection.  Thus  I  carried 
with  me,  bn  my  return  to  England,  no 
great  ftore  of  human  penetration  to  fervc 
me  in  my  retirement, 

Alas !  why  were  my  eyes  opened— the 
delufion  was  intoxicating. 

After  a  refidence  of  one  year  in  my  rec- 
tory, my  retirement  was  invaded  by  a  dif- 
^  pute 


[    *43     J 

pute  on  the  old  fubjeft  of  tythes— to  cdn- 
teft  a  point  which  my  fober  parilhioner* 
would  involve  me  in  tedious  lawfuits — it 
would  diftufb  my  peace  with  my  harmleft 
neighbours— I  gave  tip  the  conteft,  and  I 
was  then  acknowledged  to  be  a  man  of  z 
hafmlefs,  eafy,  and  inofFenfive  temper. 

But  far  froiri  mitigating  the  caufe  of 
complaint,  and  of  eftabliftring  a  general  fa- 
tisfa&ion  among  the  farmers,  this  prefi- 
dence  of  my  fubmiffion  was  followed  by 
repeated  murmurs,  which  at  laft  broke  out 
to  the  fame  fpecies  of  cavil,  and  I  wat  again 
involved  in  difpute. 

The  colledion  of  tythes  was  now  confi- 
dered  by  the  parifli  as  an  intolerable  bur- 
den ;  and  though  I  attempted  to  perfuade 
them  that  their  lands  were  tenable,  and  de- 
creafed  in  purchafe  on  the  contribution  of 
this  portion  of  the  clergy's  maintenance,  I 
had  ftill  the  mortification  to  find  my  argu- 
ment treated  with  contempt,  and  the  fa- 
cred  character  which  I  maintained  turned 
into  arrogance  and  pride  —  to  an  extor- 
tioner 
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tioner  and  greedy  devourer  of  their  landed 
produce. 

I  was  now  obliged  to  refer  the  point  to 
arbitration;  but  the  arbiters  were  to  be 
chofen  by  the  farmers — Here  again  I  was 
foiled ;  and  at  laft,  after  having  been  ex* 
pofed  to  infult,  and  kept  out  of  my  annual 
payments,  I  was  obliged,  with  the  mod 
painful  relu&ance,  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to 
the  decifion  of  the  law. 

I  gained  my  caufe — but  the  confequence 
—-My  church  was  thinned  of  its  flock — 
and  I  was  now  confidered  as  a  litigious, 
fly,  and  rapacious  divine — and  a  long  cata- 
logue of  crimes  poftcd  up  againft  me. 

If  a  friend  fpent  a  cheerful  evening  in 
my  company,  1  was  fond  of  the  botde; 
and  if  I  had  a  fervant  maid  in  the  houfe 
with  a  clean  cap  and  comely  countenance, 
I  was  charged  with  breaking  the  command- 
ment of  St,  Paul. 

Marriage,  doubdefs,  had  its  manifold  at-^ 
tradtions ;  and  I  had  thoughts  of  fupprefs- 

ing 
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itig  the  rafht*nfure  of  evil  tongues  in  my 
parifh— But  the  proper  choice  of  a  compa- 
nion was  the  next  point,    - 

Unufed  to  the  habits  of  gallantry,  I  had 
forgotten,  in  the  gloom  of  my  ftudy,  thofe 
acceptable  graces  to  make  my  courtftiip 
fuccefsfoL 

I  was  alfo  naturally  referved ;  and  as  I 
had  never  made  the  polite  attentions  to  the 
fex  any  part  of  my  creed,  I  always  felt  the 
great  fuperiority  of  beauty  and  female 
grace ;  fo  that,  in  fhort,  I  always  adored 
the  fex  in  filence,  and  had  no  command  of 
gallant  expreffion  to  give  a  colourable  pre- 
text for  my  advances :  had  the  ladies  made 
the  firft  overtures,  perhaps  my  fingle  ftate 
would  have  been  altered ;  yet  as  this  was 
not  concomitant  with  their  delicacy,  I  even 
refolved  to  wait  a  more  favourable  revolu- 
tion in  thefe  kind  of  worldly  matters. 

Thus  loaded  with  unmerited  reproach,  I 
began  to  fcan  the  failings  of  thofe  by  whom 
I  had  been  fo  repeatedly  accufed.  A  kind 
of  felf  juftification  had  impelled  me  —  it 
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was  built  upon  the  precept  of  our  great 
ethical  teacher. 

Ruftic  vices  now  revealed  themfelves; 
and  thofe  foibles,  or  natural  frailties,  which 
I  had,  in  mild  humanity  and  charitable  for- 
bearance, afcribed  to  undocumented  inno- 
cence, were  now  tinftured  with  low  hypo- 
crify  and  colleSed  defign. 

The  village  maid,  in  ruffet  drefs  neat 
clad,  could  play  the  coquet  with  her  fwain 
as  well  as  the  town  beauty  of  elegant  pre- 
tention— fhe  had  the  fame  art  of  captivating 
her  fwain,  but  unhappily  with  lefs  prudence 
and  decprum. 

The  fwain,  after  a  few  months,  wasYoon 
drummed  out  of  the  parilh  by  a  recruiting 
party,  and  the  damfel,  a  fhort  time  after- 
wards, forced  into  an  houfc  of  induftry, 
where  the  offspring  of  ruftic  amours  was 
provided  for. 

The  alehoufe,  frequented  by  the  fturdy 

champions  to  overcome  the  re&or  in  his 

tythes,  foon  convinced  me,  that  my  pp- 
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ponents  were  noify  drunkards  and  bad  osco- 
nomifls ;  and  their  general  complaint  of  bad 
harvefts,  heavy  taxes,  and  church  extor- 
tions, were  always  enumerated  over  their 
pots  of  ale;  but  no  reckoning  kept  of  their 
idlenefs^nd  extravagahce. 

From  the  repeated  libations  st  the  ale- 
houfe  arofe  all  my  parochial  diffentions. 

In  proportion  as  the  ale  was  drawn,  fo 
increafed  their  hatred  againft  their  redor, 
who  was  fure  to  be  made  the  burden- of 
their  riotous  conviviality. 

This  alfo  engendered  politicians,  orators, 
proje&ors,  and  payers  off  of  the  national 
debt,  who  were  as  noify  in  my  parifli  as  in 
the  bofom  of  the  capital.  The  papers  were 
conftantly  read,  and  the  exciferoan,  the  ufual 
oracle  on  thefe  occafions,  did  not  fail,  as  a 
true  friend  to  government,  to  turn  the 
minds  of  thefe  conftituents  to  his  own 
party.  But  if,  unhappily  for  his  cauft, 
there  happened  to  dwell  in  the  neighboui- 
hood  a  family  of  the  oppofite  fide,  whom 
the  farmer  fupplied  with  the  produce  of  his 
II   2  la-i:\ 
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land,  his  vote  was  certain  to  be  feeured 
againfl  him. 

In  fliort,  I  was  now,  with  relu&ance, 
obliged  to  confefs,  that  human  corruption 
might  be  found  in  a  village  as  veil  as  in 
the  capital. 

To  paint  the  little  and  degenerate  vices 
of  the  peafantry  would  degrade  the  pen  of 
any  writer. 

To  my  grief  I  found  they  could  be  only 
awed  into  fobriety  and  virtue  by  fear— 
and  to  paliate  with  their  excefies,  was  only 
to  draw  on  me  the  charafter  of  a  fimple  and 
hypocritic  paftor. 

All  this  may,  perhaps,  not  accord  with 
the  delightftil  vjfions  of  thofe  fcriblees  of 
romance,  who  portray  the  manners  of  the 
lower  orders, of  the  people  in  the  amiable 
features  of  unfyotted  innocence ;  but  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fpeak  the  truth,  and  to  (hew 
that  a  country  reftor  will  not  find  a  fccurity 
againfl:  calumny  and  reproach  by  the  mod 
tactful  and  exemplary  conduft. 

6  n,« 
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Thus  perplexed  and  irritated,  I  was  re- 
joiced to  feek  the  hofpitable  roof  of  Sir 
Simon  as  an  interregnum  of  parochial  care, 
and  equally  rejoiced  to  accompany  his  fon 
on  his  travels,  to  recover  a  frefli  fpring  of 
aftion  againft  the  vexatious  trials  of  a 
country  clergyman's  life. 


H  %  The 
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The      TOUR. 


JpEFORE  cur  departure  I  found  the 
report  of  young  Jekyll's  expence  and  gal- 
lantry was  not  exaggerated ;  and  in  this 
.  the  officious  tattle  of  Mifs  Elizabeth  Corn- 
wall did  not  ferve  a  little  to  avert  my  mo- 
ther's wifhes  from  the  alliance.  * 

Nor  as  Sophy  had  exprefled  the  leaft 
approbation  of  this  overture,  my  mind 
was  compofed  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  lady,  oh  whom  he  was  lavifhing  a 
profufion  of  expence,  had  figured  in  the 
meridian  of  diftinguiflied  faftiion.  While 
in  their  zenith,  her  charms  had  led  captive 
Dukes,  Peers,  and  Commoners,  in  whofe 
equipages  flie  had  varioufly  wheeled.  Some 
of  our  great  heads  of  law  had  bartered 
their  wifdom  for  her  favours,  and  one  of 

our 
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our  noble  Admirals  had  tarntthed  his  naval 
uniform  by  his  effeminate  attachment  to 
her  perfon.  It  was  furmifed  that  his  paffion 
for  this  lady  had  fuperfeded  the  glory  of 
atchieving  frefh  laurels  in  the  fervices  of 
his  country  ;  for  the  veteran  anchor  of  na- 
val honour  had  been  moored  in  the  haven 
of  luxury,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Cyprus  du- 
ring the  greateft  part  of  the  war. 

Her  capricious  extravagance  had  been 
too  fatally  fignalifed  at  the  expence  of  her 
admirers.  Their  fortunes  were  not  princely 
enough  to  withftand  thelhocks  of  her  con- 
tinual demands;  and  though  her  beauty 
might  for  a  while  convince  them  that  the 
arms  of  a  fine  woman  were  to  be  coveted 
in  preference  to  the  treafures  of  an  empire, 
a  little  time  effaced  the  novelty,  and  flic 
had  the  mortification  to  find  that  her  gal- 
lants had  retired  before  the  wreck  of  their 
,  fortunes  had  been  compleated. 

The  marks  .of  levity  and  diffipation  had 

now  made  their  appearance  on  her  features, 

and  (he  was  obliged  to  fpread  her  lures  for 

the  young  amateur,  who  might  be  caught 

H  4  in 


in  the  vanity  of  poflefling  a  lady  of  her 
celebrity  and  fafhion*  Young  Jekyll 
feemed  the  youth  to  be  the  eafieft  caught ; 
and  as  (he  was  foon  perfuaded  his  fortune 
and  inexperience  would  be  equal  to  her 
plans  of  extravagance  and  temporary  at- 
tachment, fo  (he  had  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the 
youth,  and  foon  made  himfurrender  to  her 
empire. 

On  this  lady,  Jekyll  was  fquandering  his 
fortune;  nor  was  his  vanity  a  little  de- 
lighted with  the  thoughts  of  being  pointed 
out  as  a  youth  of  fo  much  gallantry  and 
unrivalled  eclat. 

From  the  day  on  which,  the  Cornwall 
party  had  dined  with  our  family,  not  afyl- 
lable  had  tranfpired  concerning,  their  reso- 
lutions. 

I  had  impofed  on  my  heart  a  fevere  and 
fcarce  endurable  law  to  depart  the  king- 
dom, without  enquiring  into  the  melan- 
cholly  fituation  of  the  lovely  Amelia ;  and 
it  was  with  pain,  indifcribable  1  was  forced 
to  hear  the  Dodlor's  argument  and.  philo- 

fophy. 
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fophy.    My  once-loved  friend  and  infepa- 
rab!e  companion,  her  brother,  had  not  been  . 
near  me  firice  he  left  our  houfe  with  an  ap- 
parent refentment. 

Thus,  with  a  mind  perplexed,  and  teem- 
ing with  forrow  and  anxiety,  I  left  Eng- 
land. The  objeft  a  change  of  fcene,  to 
operate  a  change  of  fentjment,  to  ftore  my 
mind  with  frefli  images,  to  unveil  the  myf- 
tery  of  my  condud  with  the  daughter  of 
Underwood,  and  to  find  whether  my  heart 
had  the  fame  fervour  of  prepoffeffion  in 
her  favour. 


We  had  arrived  at  Chantilly.     The  poll 
horfes  were  every  one  demanded  by  the 

Prince  deC ,  to  accommodate  a  party  of 

nobles  and  gentry  who  had  been  amufing 
themfelves  at  a  fete  in  his  palace,  and  who 
were  about  to  leave  it  to  their  refpeftive 
homes.  We  were  in  confequence  detained 
feveral  hours. 
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A  fet  of  horfes  had  arrived,  and  we  were 
preparing  to  leave  the  place,  when  we  ob- 
ferved  a  carriage  and  four  to  enter  the  town 
with  unufual  celerity,  in  which  were  feated 
two  ladies  and,  apparently,  an  attendant. 

One  of  whom  was  fomewhat  advanced  in 
■  years,  and  the  other,  apparently  by  her 
lhapc,  very  young :  having  gauze  travel* 
ling  veils  over  their  faces,  we  could  only 
difcern  a  faint  refemblance  of  their  fea- 
tures i  the  youngeftfeemed  handfome,  and 
her  perfon  uncommonly  graceful  when  (he 
got  out  of  the  carriage. 

They  prefled  much  for  pofl:  horfes ;  and 
as  the  poftmafter  feemed  to  efpoufe  their 
caufe,  we  were  prevailed  on  by  his  entrea-  * 
ties  to  yield  our  right  of  horfes  to  them  ; 
•  and  to  this  we  freely  gave  our  confent,  fof 
the  fake  of  ftroling  to  the  palace,  and  view- 
ing the  environs  of  the  town. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  after  their 
departure  we  had  been  informed,  when  we 
returned  from  our  walk,  that  a  ^gentleman 
vad  entered  the  town  with  the  fame  com- 
pliment 
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pliment  of  horfes  with  equal  expedition ; 
f  and,  from  his  eager  enquiries  after  the  la- 
f      dies,  to  whom  we  had  yielded  our  right  of 

horfes,  we  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  muft  have 
}     been  in  purfuit  of  them.    Our  curiofity, 

therefore,  was  not  a  little  excited. 

Our  abfence  from  the  pofthoufe  had  been 
a confiderable  time;  frefh  horfes  had  ar- 
rived ;  and  as  the  poftmafter  conje&ured, 
from  our  readinefs  to  oblige  the  ladies,  who 
had  folicited  his  preference,  that  we  had  no 
great  concern  to  be  forwarded  with  much 
hafte,  fo  he  had  fuffered  the  gentleman  to 
make  ufe  of  the  fupply. 

On  our  enquiries,  and  from  the  natural 
penetration  of  a  French  poftmafter,  we 
found  the  travellers  to  be  in  purfuit  0/  each 
other,  and  our  curiofity  was  not  a  little  ex- 
cited. 

Having  left  Chantilly  on  our  route  to 
Paris,  the  fituation  of  the  travelling  par- 
ties at  this  place  did  not  a  little  engage  our 
fpeculations,  and  we  felt  ourfelves  confi- 
derably  interefted  in  their  fate. 
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On  our  arrival  at  Paris  we  immediately 
repaired  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Gordon— but 
judge  of  our  wonder  and  aftontfhment— the 
ladies  had  left  Paris  the  day  preceding. 

Our  enquiries  were  dire&ed  to  an  old 
woman,  who  wasleft  in  the  houfe.  The 
information  we  received  was,  tBat  they  had 
returned  from  the  opera  a  few  evenings 
before  their  departure  in  the  greateft  poffi* 
ble  confirmation*  That  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day  following  a  gendeman  had  made 
his  appearance  at  the  houfe,  and  was  re- 
cieved  by  Mrs.  Gordon ;  feemed  much  to 
importune  the  ladies>  and  that  Mrs.  Gor- 
don, who  had  fome  time  before  medi- 
tated a  vifit  to  England,  refolved  on  leav- 
ing Paris  earlier  than  fixe  intended,  to  get 
out  of  the  way  of  his  troublefome  vifits. 

•  What  were  our  fentiments  on  this  report 
may  be  readily  collected  from  the  travellers 
whom  we  faw  at  Chantilly.  Could  we 
haye  entertained  any  other  conjedure  but 
they  were  Fanny  and  Mrs.  Gordon  ?  And 
when,  efpecially  having  been  told  that  the 
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iotrufive  gentleman  had  made  his  appear* 
ance  on  the  morning  of  their  departure,  we 
formed  conclufions"  that  he  very  readily 
would  gain  intelligence  from  the  poft- 
houfe ;  and  as  the  police  of  Paris  was  fo 
very  rigid  and  exa&,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  finding  out  the  route  which 
they  had  taken,  and  that  the  gentleman 
whom  we  had  fo  obligingly  accommodated 
with  our  turn  of  poft  horfes,  could  have 
been  no  other. 

To  divine  the  caufe  of  their  alarms,  and 
to  difcover  the  perfon,  our  time  would  not 
admit  of.  The  old  woman  faid  he  was 
young  and  comely,  and  that  (he  believed 
his  impetuous  purfuk  was  dire&ed  towards 
Fanny  Underwood. 

I  knew  Fitz  Morris  to  have  been  on  the 
Continent —his  time,  as  well  as  diat  of.  the 
Vifcount,  his  father,  was  divided  equally 
between  London  and  Paris ;  and  with  thefe 
refleftions  I  had  fuffered  the  impreffion  to 
have  its  full  effeft,  concluding  (lie  had- 
been  accidentally  drfcovered  by  the  ra(h 
gallant  admirer,  and  that,  in  all  probability, 

th< 
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I  urged  tbcPodbor  to  fend  back  to  the 
pofthoufe  for  horfes.  He  afiented;  but 
being  not  a  little  deranged  by  the  fatigue  of 
our  journey,  he  would  willingly  have  pro- 
craftinated  my  refolution.  I  urged  him  to 
remain  at  Par&  .  This  propofition  was  re- 
fufed,  and,  difcovering  every  mark  of 
anxiety  for  my  fituatiop*  he  infifted  on 
bearing  me  company. 

During*  our  confutation  at  the  hriufe  of 
Mrs.  Gordon,  a  carriage  of  diftin&ion 
drove  up  to  the  door.  A  young  gende- 
man  of  the  mod  polifhcd  figure  was  feated 
in  it,  who,  bearing  from  tbe  fervant  that 
Mrs.  Gordon  and  her  niece  had  the  day 
before  left  Paris,  (for  it  was  by  this  appelr 
lation  that  Fanny  was  received  in  the  cir- 
cles of  her  acquaintance)  his  countenance 
difeovered -every  emotion  of  diftrefs. 

Seeing  us  coming  out  of  tfce  houfe,  he 
ordered  his  fervant  to  open  the  carriage 
door ;  and,  jumping  oip  with  the  greateft 
cp^fidence,  he  .approached  us  with  little  or 
no  ceremony.*  > 

"  Apara- 
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"  Aparament  vous  etes  Us  compatriotes  ae 
"  Madame  &  Mademoifelle ;"  defirous  of 
knowing  whether  we  were  EngliQi,  which, 
doubtlefs,  our  appearance  fufficiendy  indi- 
cated. 

To  this  queftion  I  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  and,  in  tolerable  French  for  an  Eng- 
fifhman,  who  had  never  been  out  of  his 
own  country  before,  I  as  confidendy  and 
as  peremptorily  enquired  of  him  the  bufi- 
nefs  he  had  with  the  ladies. 

A  fpark  of  jealoufy  had  that  ittftaat, 
lighted  up  my  foul.  » 


€C 


Coquette!"  I  ioftantfy ejaculated, 


"  Ah !— hencfr  youi;  letter  of  denial* 
u  Madam — hence  all  your  haftc  to  knew- 
u  if  my  heart  bad  retained  it*  antient  indir. 
"  nations.-*-  hence  yow  inquifxtive  difcfc- 
«  yery  of  my  viftt*.  in  the  Cornwall  fa- 
"  mily."    ' 

The  fplendid  Pariliari  fired  on  my  inter- 
rogatory. 

Th 
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The  houfe  of  Mrs.  Gordon,  he  warmly 
faid,  was  no  inquifitioii ;  nor  till  he  was 
obliged  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  his 
country  (hould  he  condefcend  to  anfwerthe 
infolence  of  an  Englilh  ftranger.    . 

This  language  he  accompanied  with  a 
glance  at  his  equipage — to  impofe  on  me 
the  fuperiority  of  his  rank,  perhaps. 

Conflifting  fentiments  of  love  and  in- 
dignation were  now  alternately  rifing  — 
Thus  befieged  with  this  tempeft  in  my 
bofom,  I  little  regarded  the  effrontery  of  a 
pert  petit  maitre. 

I  replied,  that  being  interefted  in  the 
fate  of  the  ladies,  I  fhould  not  regard  the 
propriety  of  thofe  queftions  which  could 
lead  to  their  difcovery,  and  that  the  words 
of  infolent  Englifti  ftranger  could  only  be 
applied  where  they  was  merited  ;  and  there- 
fore, treating  his  anger  with  fcorn,  I  defired 
he  would  not  put  himfelf  te  any  farther 
trouble  in  altercating  the  affair. 

In  (hort,  my  fpirits  were  vibrating  on 

another 
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another  objeft ;  and  to  difpute  was  only 
lofing  that  time  which  I  wifhed  now  to  cm- 
ploy  in  a  different  caufe. 

Phillip,  my  fervant,  was  difpatched  for 
our  travelling  carriage  and  a  fet  of  poft 
horfes.  We  were  to  wait  at  the  houfe  their 
arrival. 

This  rival,  (for  my  vivacious  temper  had 
fo  pairited  him,)  with  the  firmnefs  of  hau- 
teur, and  a  tone  of  French  nobility,  infilled 
on  knowing  my  bufinefs  in  Paris,  and 
threatened  to  have  me  conduced  before  the 
police  to  give  an  account  of  the  departure 
of  the  ladies.  w 

€l  &lle  eft  done  fartie— Cielf"  Impaflioned 
tranfports  now  efcaped  him — he  raved 
round  the  room. 

Do&or  Philpot  finding  the  difpute  likely 
to  terminate  in  a  fatal  manner  to  one  or 
other  of  us,  infifted  on  being  heard,  and, 
approaching  me,  earneftly  entreated  me  not 
to  reply. 

I  was 
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I  Was  not  armed — my  opponent  was—- 
but  my  fpirit  was  prepared  to  hazard  my 
bread  to  his  naked  weapon. 

"  Si*,"  Do&or  Philpot  addreffiijg  him, 
c<  we  are  this  inftant  arrived,  in  Paris  from 
"  England.  The  lady  of  the  hpufe,  Mrs. 
"  Gordon,  is  my  fifter.  We  are  interefted 
"  in  the  fate  of  the  ladies,  and  are  now 
€<  on  the  point  of  purfuing  them,.  The 
€i  caufe  of  your  intcreft  in  their  favour  bcr 
'*  comes  you  now  to  explain— r-fuffer  me* 
'*  therefore,  tot  enquire  your  name,,  ^ad  tl^P- 
€c  reafon  why  you  have  thus  behaved  tQ 
€ '  this  E&glifl?  gentleman  whoxn  1,  acQom-. 
u  pany  with  unpardonable  fevsrity." 

^.  }  am  th©  Count -de  Montaubaa-  I 
**  ^4pre  Mademoifelle  Gordon..  1  am  of 
11  the  firft  families  in  the  kingdon^-n-m 

"  Elk  ejt.  ma  maitreffc" 

At  thefe  words  \  flew  on  his  throat — a 
fcuffle  enfiied-^I  fnatched  his  fword  from 
the  fcabbard,  and  held  it  over  him. 

The 
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The  noife  brought  in  his  attendants  — 
Philpot,  armed  with  a  tolerable  ftrong 
cane,  threatened  to  lay  about  him  with  all 
the  powey  he  was  able,  fhould  the  leaft  of- 
fers of  violence  be  made. 

The  fervants  retired. 

Montauban  difcbvered  in  his  counte- 
nance the  impreflions  of  the  moft  tremen- 
dous rage — he  was  prepared  to  rufh  on  my 
fword. 

"  Stop,  Sir,"  I  replied-  "  I  am  no  af- 
"  faffin — give  me  your  word,  and  we  may 
cc  then  receive  a  reciprocal  fatisfadtion. 

"  I  am  prepared  to  meet  you  with  any 
*c  arms  you  propofe." 

cc  Who  are  you,  Sir?"  he  ejaculated  with 
the  moft  indignant  climax. 

At  this  inftant  "my  carriage  drove  up  to 
the  door — I  told  him  my  name— He  knew 
I  was  a  gentleman. 

The 
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.  The  tear  was  in  Philpot's  eye.     A  blow 
in  France  muft  not  be  forgiven. 

Montauban  dropped  cool — he  was  fatis- 
fied  with  my  propofition  —  I  gave  him  his 
fword. 

Hd  afked  me  if  I  was  acquainted  with 
Fitz-Morris.    I  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 

^Twas  him,  he  faid,  who  was  the  caufe 
of  the  ladies  departure. 

His  execrations  now  followed  upon  him, 
and,  he  faid,  if  he  furvived  my  fword,  he 
would  give  him  defiance. 

"  La  belle  Gordon"  he  again  ejaculated, 
€i  charmante  fille — vous  etes  done  arrachi— 
u  perdue  a  jamais" 

Similar  effufions  from  time  to  time 
efcaped  him ;  and  as  often  as  the  impaf- 
fioned  tranfport  vibrated  on  my  heart- 
ftrings,  I  could  have  fprung  upon  him 
with  the  Nemean  lion's  ftrength,  and  have 

torn 
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torn  from  his  breaft  the  caufe  of  his  impe- 
tuous anguifh. 

But  that  Fanny  Underwood  fhould  have 
imparted  a  hope  to  the  Count,  excited 
frefh  indignation  againft  her.  The  fenti- 
ment  fired  the  latent  paflion  in  my  heart. 
The  paffive — the  child  of  immaculate  fen- 
timent ! — The  fex  are  natural  coquettes- 
Ambition  too  —  the  Count's  figure — Ah  ! 
it  was  too  obvious  her  heart  had  experi- 
enced a%change — and  Mrs.  Gordon,  per- 
haps, had  encouraged  her  notions. 

The  Count  faid,  Fit^-Morris  had  abrupdy 
left  the  opera  the  night  fhe  was  there-rfhe 
had  been  pointed  out  by  him. 

His  vifits,  he  knew,  had  been  received— 
perhaps  he  might  have  been  top  fuccefsful. 

Again  new  paffions  were  tormenting  my 
breaft — accurfed  moments  !  —  Exiftence  I 
no  longer  cheriflied  —  Death  could  never 
have  approached  with  a  welcome  more 
truly  fincere. 

In 


In  my  own  country  I  had  torn  myfelf 
from  the  arms  of  ineffable  female  fweet- 
nefs — Mifs  Cornwall  was  admired — 'twas 
the  natural  confequence  of  abfence  from 
the  objeft  of  early  ele&ion  —  againft  the 
belle  pqffion  I  had  combated  with  heroic 
fortitude  —I  had  triumphed  —  Was  it  to 
encourage  the  prepofieffion  for  my  Fanny  ? 
— To  wait  the  returniag  impulfe— to  fuffer 
the  generous  fentiments  of  my  foul  to  ex- 
pand —  foaring  beyond  the  dull  rnterefted 
prejudices  of  life— tb  cherifli  every  tran- 
fcendant  impulfe  which  love  engendered, 
and  to  fofter  that  happinefs  which  is  allied 
to  the  firft  principles  of  exiftence  ? 

In  a  moment  this  afpiring  fentiment  of 
love  is  dafhed  to  the  ground,  a  mental  dif- 
order  takes  pofleffion  of  me — lam  expofed 
to  the  ftorm  in  all  .itsfflajefty  of  terror— 
'twas  a  noble  rafhnefs  and  exiftence  feemed 
to  move  with  the  moft  oppreflive  burden. 

As  the  Count  grew  more  calm,  the  Doc- 
tor approached,  and  a  converfation  com- 
menced, mitigating  fome  of  the  paft  feve- 
rity  exchanged  between  us. 

He 
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He  was  forry  for  the  hafly  offence  he 
had  been  furprifed  into,  and  he  confefled, 
that  my  refentment  was  noble  and  becom- 
ing a  gentleman. 

He  was  now  defirous  we  (hould  ex- 
change forgivenefs,  and  earneftly  requefted 
Montauban  to  be  reconciled.  That  could 
not  be — a  blow  was  not  to  be  forgiven. 

He  gave  me  his  addrefs — my  honour  in- 
fitted  on  giving  him  a  meeting — and  he 
left  us. 

I  gave  orders  for  the  carriage  to  return 
to  the  hotel ;  and  the  morning  following, 
at  an  early  hour,  we  were  to  meet  in  fome 
grounds  near  PEcole  militaire. 


Vol.  II."  I  r'emamc-' 
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REMARKABLE    COINCIDENCE    OF   HUMAN 
EVENTS. 


A. 


.FTER  our  return  to  the  hotel,  we 
.  had  learnt  that  Montauban  was  of  the  firft 
families  in  the  kingdom ;  and  our  hoft 
having  his  houfe  frequented  by  perfons  of 
rank,  we  foon  acquired  the  fulleft  informa- 
tion on  the  fubjedt. 

•t 

A  report  had  prevailed  for  fome  time 
that  the  young  Count  had  an  intrigue  wjth 
a  young  English  lady  of  great  beauty,  much 
to  the  difapprobation  of  his  family;  but 
his  vifits  having  been  repeated  very  often, 
and  the  young  lady  treated  with  all  imagj* 
nable  refpedt  in  the  firft  public  aflemblic$i 
it  was  considered  that  his  views  were  ho- 
nourable, and  the  marriage  day  at  no  great 
diffance. 

On 
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On  this  information  the  Doctor's  con-> 
ceptions  on  the  conduct  of  his  lifter,  and 
the  difcr%etion  of  Fanny,  were  taking  a  dif- 
ferent channel,  and  we  both  foon- enter- 
tained the  moft  unfavourable  fufpicions  of 
their  integrity  on  the  avowal  of  their  mo- 
tives concerning  my  betrothed  promife. 

The  evening  was  now  thickening  upon  us. 

To  fee  the  fon  of  his  old-cherifhed  friend 
thus  expofed  to  the  fanguinary  refentment 
of  a  foreigner  almoft  bowed  him  to  the 
earth.  Naturally  generous  and  brave,  he 
was  infpired  with  the  fame  fentiments 
which  had  operated  on  my  refolutions. 

JHe  would  not  fee  me  degraded  in  the 
eftimation  of  a  gallant  mind,  nor  would  he 
fuffer  me  to  be  precipitated  into  any  rafh 
enterprife.  Yet  what  account  could  he 
give  his  friend  of  the  fate  of  an  only  fon  ? 
Should  he  fall  in  the  confli& — terrible  fen- 
fations  to  a  humane  and  generous  mind  ! 

My    difappointment   in   not   purfuing 
Fanny  was  increafed  in  proportion  as  the 
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chance  diminiftied  of  arriving  at  the  true 
hiftory  of  her  connection  with  the  Count  de 
Montauban. 

A  rival — 'tis  true  I  was  to  confider  him 
as  fuch — but  what  conduCt  on  her  fide- 
had  I  not  every  reafon  to  confider  this  con- 
nection with  the  Count  as  a  long-precon- 
certed plot  ?  —  Fanny  Underwood  the  mif- 
trefs  of  a  high-flown  Paris  Count  of  the 
firft 'blood! — followed  in  all  public  places 
— the  converfation  of  the  town-?-admitted 
on  the  honourable  pretenfions  of  matri- 
mony. Strange  reverfe,  and  a  Angular  re- 
tort on  my  wavering  inclination — yet,  con- 
lidered  as  fubmiflive  to  my  refolution,  I 
felt  my  pride  alarmed — it  was  a  competi- 
tion which  caufed  a  momentary  refentment, 
but  which  added  dignity  to  paflion — a 
value — a  greater  price  fixed  on  female  per- 
fection. 

The  DoCtor  now  palliated — aflured  me 
we  were  too  impetuous  in  our  conceptions 
—his  thoughts  were  tinCtured  with  com- 
punction. We  had  judged  with  too  much 
precipitation,  and  it  became  us,  he  faid, 

to 
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to  wait   with  patience  the  end  of  Fitz- 
Morris's  purfuit. 

Every  hope  which  a  found  mind  and 
inflexible  virtue  could  produce  in  us  fhould 
be  encouraged,  and  it  therefore  became  us 
to  fubmit  to  providential  interference. 

But  the  thoughts  of  my  duel  with  Mon- 
tauban  difperfed  our  philoibphy  and  our 
mitigating  argument. 

The  Do&or'6  eyes  were  fixed  on  the 
ground^  he  feqmed  enveloped,  in  per- 
plexity, and  a  mournful  filence.  Our  fouls 
were  powerfully  affedted  on  this  occafion— 
yet  our  refolutions  were  fixed. 

'Tis  true  the  affair  might  have  been 
treated  as  rafh,  juvenile,  and  unwarrant- 
able— many  reflections  might  palliate — re- 
ligion could  not  juftify  it — yet  fom'e  events 
were  arbitrary,  and  fuperfeded  all  our 
maxims  of  caution.  As  for  myfelf,  my 
foul  was  too  heavily  engaged  in  a  conflict 
of  paflion  to  regard  any  reafon  which  the 
I  3  .    noble 


noble  fpirit  of  the  Dodtor  had  to  offer  in 
the  critical  fituation  of  our  affairs, 

A  youth  entering  life  would  naturally 
draw  upon  Jiim  the  notice  of  his  equals, 
and  his  a&ions  fcrutinifed  in  the  circles  of 
his  acquaintance  would  foon  receive  the 
colour  of  evil  report — unlefs  in  the  trying 
fcenes  of  his  conduft  his  virtue,  firmnefs, 
and  magnanimity,  were  proof  againft  the 
wanton  attacks  of  malevolence— one  effi- 
cient ftruggle,  and  the  charafter  would  be 
marked — the  conduft  of  youth  rnuft  not 
be  equivocal  —  What  are  all  the  pleafing 
appendages  of  life  without  refpeft  ?  The 
contempt  of  fociety  —  my  fpirit  rofe  indig- 
nant. 

Similar  thoughts  influenced  the  mind  of 
the  Do&or— but  this  effay  of  cpurageand 
conftancy  he  adjudged  a  terrible  infli&ion; 
it  bowed  down  his  fpirit. 

"  Mr.  Hales,"  exclaimed  he,  railing  his 
head  from  a  ftupor,  "  I  will  accompany 
"  you.  This  cloth  is  not  feemly  for  the  en- 
"  terprife,  nor  are  my  years  on  an  equality 

"  with 
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**  with  it :  however,  we  muft  not  be 
€C  daunted ;  I  will  accompany  you  to  the 
«  field. 

t4  Montauban  is  a  youth  of  figure — the 
"  affair  muft  not  be  trifled  with— were  he 
€g  to  triumph  over  your  relaxation  of  fpirit, 
€l  the  ftory  would  travel  foon  to  our  ac- 
"  quaintance  at  home,  and  all  the  exagr 
<c  geration  which  falfity  and  malignity 
cc  could  devife  would  be  invented  to  fink 
u  your  name  in  obloquy. 

cc  Would  Sir  Simon  fuffcr  his  fon  to 
"  exift  under  this  reproach  ? 

€€  Tis  education  !  — Thefe  fentiments 
€C  are  produced  by  the  fuperior  acquifition 
,€t  of  knowledge  —  Arbitrary  law  of  civil 
€€  fociety  !  -—Religion  difavows  it — Alas ! 
"  it  will  not  admit  of  argument — To  avoid 
"  %thefe  attacks  of  misfortune,  unavoidable 
"  in  our  tranfition  through  life — No  pru- 
"  dence,  no  forefight  of  human  fagacity 
u  can  parry  thefe  encounters." 

Thus,  with  fimilar  disjointed  reflections, 
I  4  w 
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we  were  feated  oppofite  to  each  other  in  the 
hotel,  when  Philip  entered  to  inform  us, 
that  two  perfons  were  in  the  houfe,  who 
were  making  interrogatories  concerning  us. 

A  few  minutes  brought  the  hoft  into  our 
apartments,  who,  with  an  hefitating  voice, 
and  with  refpett  confiderably  abated,  told 
us  the  officers  of  police  were  in  his  houfe, 
and  that  we  muft  prepare  to  follow  them. 
He  was  very  much  mortified  —  bien  mor- 
tifii,  he  faid,  to  deliver  thefe  orders ;  but 
the  fafety  of  his  own  perfon  would  be  ha- 
zarded if  he  did  not  fee  them  obeyed.. 

Our  aftonifhment  raifed,  we  defired  to 
know  what  complaint  was  made  againft  us. 
This  he  could  not  anfwer,  but  he  would  or- 
der the  gentleman  into  our  prefence,  when 
we  might  put  our  interrogatories  ourfelves; 
therefore,  immediately  leaving  us,  two  men 
entering  the  room,  told  us  we  muft  pre- 
pare to  follow  them. 

Refiftance,  we  thought,  would  be  ralh 
and  in  vain  ;  and  well  knowing  the  hiftory 
of  the  police  of  Paris,  we  judged  it  more 

prudent 
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prudent  to  wait  the  iflue  of  this  bufinefs 
with  fuitable  firmnefs.  That  Montauban 
was  the  inftigator  of  this  procedure,  we  had 
no  doubt ;  and  our  alarms  increafed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  importance  of  his  family  and 
connections. 

There  was  a  myftery  in  the  appearance 
of  the  two  men ;  but  we  defired  to  know 
whither  we  were  to  be  conduced.  To  this 
the  moil  unfatisfadtory  anfwers  were  given. 

Their  power  being  difputed  by  the  Doc- 
tor as  a  precaution  againft  impofitioh,  we 
were  threatened  with  an  immediate  appeal 
to  the  power  of  the  marachaujfe.  If  we 
were  not  culpable  in  the  eye  of  the  police, 
in  a  fliort  time,  they  aflured  us,  we  Ihould 
be  liberated ;  but  that,  in  virtue  of  their 
office,  they  were  bound  to  condudt  us  be- 
fore a  higher  power. 

After  this  addrefs  the  Do&or  and  myfelf 
arofe,  and  we  left  the  hotel.     Having  tra- 
veled feveral  ftreets,  we  were  conducted 
to  an  obfcure  opening  near  the  banks  of 
1  5  rli^ 
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the  Seine— Our  guides  now  gave  an  alarm— 
"  a  nous"  they  cried,  when  two  perfons 
milled  upon  us  withfwords. 

The  Do&or  received  a  thruft  through 
his  arm,  and  myfelf,  having  parried  my 
adverfary  with  a  cane  in  my  hand,  I  had 
the  good  fortune,  after  a  fecond  lounge, 
which  I  parried  with  my  left  hand,  to  run 
the  point  of  my  cane  into  his  face.  This 
caufed  the  affaffin  to  retreat  feveral  paces* 

The  Doftor  finding  himfelf  confiderably 
wounded,  and  without  the  poffibility  of 
defending  himfelf,  cried  out  repeatedly  for 
help.  The  wofind  through  his  arm  had 
been  received  in  fuch  a  mapner  as  caufed 
the  villain's  fword  to  be  fomewhat  en- 
tangled in  his  coat;  and  die  precaution 
which  he  made  ufe  of  was,  to  parry  with 
his  hat,  through  which  he  had  received 
feveral  thrufts,  and  a  flight  wound  in  his 
body. 

In  a  few  feconds  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  find  the  point  of  this  afiaffin's  fword 
received  by  the  weapon  of  a   generous 

ftrangcr, 
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ftranger,  who,  after  a  few  pafles,  the  vil- 
lain cried  out,  "  he  was  killed,"  and  ne 
daggered  on  the  fide  of  a  wall.  My  (hbuts 
were  now  heard,  and  the  ftranger  fpringing 
to  my  quarter,  made  up  to  my  opponent, 
whofe  weapon  I  had  hitherto  parried 
with  confiderable  firmnefs,  and  hav- 
ing received  only  a  few  trifling  cuts  on  my 
hand.  The  fellow,  feeing  me  thus  feconded, 
fled  with  precipitation  :  we  purfued  with 
equal  pace,  and  fhouted  for  the  afliftance 
of  paflengers.  In  fhort,  we  foon  overtook 
the  fellow,  who  earneftly  implored  us  to 
fpare  his  life. 

The  generous  ftrafcger  made  him  give 
up  his  fword,  and,  with  each  a  hand  on  his 
collar,  we  conduced  him  to  the  fpot  were 
we  had  been  firft  encountered.  Several 
perfons  were  now  afiembled  —  the  Do&or 
we  found  furrounded. 

The  two  men  who  had  condufted  us  to 
the  fpot  had  fled  on  the  firft  furprifal  of  the 
murderers. 

Lights    were    foon    produced  —  the 
I  6  wounded 


wounded  man  funk  on  the  ground,  and 
expired  with  a  horrid  groan. 

The  Do&or  bled  confiderably  —  a  fur- 
geon  was  inftantly  fent  for. 

On  the  appearance  of  lights  our  friendly 
liberator  ran  up  immediately  to  Doftor 
Philpot,  leaving  the  prifonerto  my  care. 

"  Dear  Sir,  you  do  not  know  me.  I 
€t  hope  you  are  not  dangeroufly  hurt  — 
u  what  a  meeting  !  " 

The  fellow  whom  we  had  fecured  taking 
the  advantage  of  his  fituation,  and,  perhaps, 
of  my  aftonifhment  in  feeing  a  country- 
man, which  he  thought  favourable  for  an 
efc&pe,  who  was  our  defender  on  this  very 
interefting  occasion,  broke  from  my  hold, 
and  fled  with  precipitation  to  a  parapet  wall 
on  the  fide  of  the  Seine,  which,  not  being 
very  high,  he  foon  contrived  to  leap  over 
it  to  a  confiderable  depth,  down  on  the 
ftrand  of  the  river,  whither  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  purfue  him  without  great  hazard. 

"The 
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The  Doftor  exclaimed  "  Samuel, 
"  Is  it  you  ? — Powerful  heavens ! — the  boy 
"  has  been  our  deliverer."     . 

To  my  great  amazement,  who  (hould  I 
now  fee  before  me  but  Samuel  Underwood. 
Had  the  planets  dropped  from  their  fpheres 
the  furprife  of  man  could  not  have  made 
him  ftand  more  aghaft — Samuel  Under- 
wood, my  friend,  in  this  horrid  fcene  of 
villany  !  — How !  —whence  ? — wonderful ! 

A  confiderable  number  of  perfons  were 
now  gathered  round  us.  They  faw  we 
were  ftrangers— and  being  unarmed,  our 
misfortune  was  openly  efpoufed — the  dead 
man  was  removed  to  a  particular  quarter  of 
the  town  whefe  bodies  are  depofited  to  be 
owned.  We  gave  them  the  addrefe  of  our 
hotel ;  and,  after  having  recited  to  them 
the  hiftory  of  the  event,  we  made  the  beft 
of  our  way  from  the  ground. 

The  precaution  we  made  ufe  of  with  the 

Doftor,   was  to  bind  his  arm  above  the 

wound  to  flop  the  effufion  of  blood  ;  .and 

in  this   condition  we  moved  flowly  on, 

6  whc 
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when  we  were  foon  overtaken  by  the  fur- 
geon, who,  a  dapper,  fpruce,  little  frip^ 
pery  creature,  Ikipped  up  to  us  with  the 
bow  of  an  opera  dancer,  and  begging  to 
know  which  of  the  Monfieurs  it  was  who 
had  been  run  through  the  body. 

The  Do&or  holding  his  hand  upon  the 
wound,  on  his  fide  collapfed  the  lips  of  it 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  admitted  of  his  walk- 
ing, without  any  confidcrable  effufion  of 
blood ;  and  as  a  fiacre,  or  hackney  coach, 
was  at  no  great  diftance,  we  got  into  it 
with  the  furgeon,  and  we  were. foon  fet 
down  at  the  hotel. 

Our  anxiety  to  know  the  ftate  of  the 
Dodtor's  wound  in  his  fide  made  the  little 
meagre  furgeon  rife  in  his  importance, 
and,  finding  we  were  Englishmen,  his 
affiduity  was  redoubled. 

Having  undergone  the  probe,  with  much 
fignificance,  and  his  lank  face  drawn  down, 
he  requefted  the  Do&or  might  be  immedi- 
ately put  to  bed,  and,  having  laid  on  his 

fori* 
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firft  dreffing,  he  gravely  pronounced  his 
cafe  very  critical ;  but  to  this  afiertion  the 
cotnpofed  face  of  the  Dodtor  gave  a  flat 
contradiftion— barring  the  hurry  and  the 
lofs  of  blood,  which  caufed  a  little  faint- 
nefs,  he  had  very  few  fymptoms  of  ap- 
proaching mortality  about  him. 


SCENE 
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SCENE    IN   THE    HOT-EL    CONTINUED, 


W  E  were  now  reftored  to  a  ftate  of 
calmnefs.  A  moft  excellent  fupper  was 
fat  before  us  to  refrefh  upon  from  the  fa- 
tigues of  our  journey,  and  the  efcape  from 
the  tragedy  which  had  likely  to  have  befet 
us.  My  amazement  in  beholding  young  Un- 
derwood in  the  fituation  was  ftill  increafed, 
and  the  defire  of  a  folution  moft  impati- 
ently accompanied  every  word  and  ejacu- 
lation which  I  uttered. 

The  youth  who  was  feated  oppofite  to 
me,  the  wonderful  deliverer  from  the  bands 
of  an  aflaffin,  impreffed  my  mind  with  the 
moft  vifionary  conceptions.  -  He  was  ha- 
bited in  all  the  fafhion  of  modern  French 
elegance — his  manners  correfponding  with 
his  appearance. 

€<  How  is  this?"   I  emphatically  ex- 
claimed 
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claimed  —  "  Satisfy  me,  Sir,  .with  the  caufe 
"  of  your  appearance  in  this  place  at  a  mo- 
"  ment  fo  peculiarly  interefting." 

While  I  was  making  thefe  interrogato- 
ries the  Dodtor  feemed  rapt  in  an  extraor- 
dinary plcafure  in  beholding  his  perfon 
and  graceful  manners ;  and  no  lefs  vifible 
was  delight  and  unutterable  goodnefs  of 
heart  depidted  in  the  countenance  of  my 
old  acquaintance,  Samuel. 

u  Anfwer,  Sir/'  replied  the  Doctor,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  him.  "  You  have  now 
u  my  leave  to  divulge  the  myftery." 

ff  Then  know,  Mr.  Hales,  I  am  be- 
"  holden  to  the  generofity  and  patronage 
"  of  Do&or  Philpot  for  mjr  prefent  ap- 
"  pearance. 

<<  For  thefe  feveral  years  I  have  been  in 
"  a  courfe  of  education  at  the  univerfity  of 
\ "  Oxford,  whither  I  was  fent  by  my  fa- 
"  ther  on  the  advice  of  the  Dodtor 
"  who,  finding  I  had  a  natural  turn  for 
ci  ftudy,  has  raifed  me  beyond  that  of  the 

"  humble 
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"  humble   ftation    which    the    moderate 
"  views  of  my  father  had  traced  out"— 

Here  the  Doftor  interrupted  him. 

"  Mr,  Hales,  this  young  "man  had  the 
€€  natural  endowments  of  a  gentleman — 
cc  my  penetration  foon  difcovered  in  him 
€€  the  fame  capacity  and  delicacy  of 
€€  thought  as  his  twin  fitter,  Frances — the 
u  unequal  allotment  on  her  fide  would  im- 
€  €  pair  the  natural  affe&ion  of  brother  and 
ci  filler — to  render,  therefore,  their  aflbrt- 
"  ments  through  life  equal  to  each  other, 
€€  I  have  made  him  heir  to  my  own  pa- 
"  terrtal  fortune,  and  to  that  fum  of  money 
"  which  the  fuperfluities  of  life  have  put 
44  me  in  pofleffion  of — as  "the  elder  fon 
"  alfo  to  his  father,  his. income  will  be 
"  proportionate  to  the  fentiments  which  I 
"  have  inculcated  in  him. 

€<  With  your  good  father,  Sir,  I  have  a 
€C  fimilarity  of  fentiment  not  founded  on 
"  mere  caprice,  or  a  whimfical*  kind  of 
€ '  conceit,  which  fuperficial  obfervers  may 
"  lay  to  both  our  charges,  but  from  a  ra- 
ce 
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f  f  tional  and  digefted  fyftem  on  the  ftudy 
"  of  human  nature.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have 
€€  been  engaged  in  the  education  and  train- 
"  ing  of  Mr.  Underwood,  and  I  now  pre- 
"  fent  him  to  you  in  every  fenfe  worthy  of 
"your  confidence  and  fiiendfhip  in  the 
"  charafter  of  a  gentleman — the  accom- 
u  plifhed  fcholar — your  own  heart,  Mr. 
u  Hales <—  your  own  heart,  Sir,  I  think, 
"  will  henceforward  confer  upon  Kim,  for 
€C  his  fortunate  and  very  lingular  fervices 
"  of  this  night,  an  appellation  of  a  more 
"  noble  and  intimate  nature" 

"  My  faviour,"  I  replied ;  and  at  this 
inftant  rifing  from  my  feat,  I  clafped  the 
accoojpliftied  youth  to  my  breaft. 

The  Doftor  now  delired  him  to  continue. 

"  I  have  been,"  refumed  Samuel, 
"  thefe  twelve  months  at  Lifle,  in  Flan- 
u  ders,  applying  myfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  a 
"  military  life.  On  my  return  to  England 
"  Do&of  Philpot  had  promifed  to  pur- 
"  chafe  me  a  commiffion  in  one  of  the  re- 
u  giments  of  foot  guards ;  and  to  render 

"my 


C     188     ] 

u  my  entry  pleafing  to  my  own  feelings,  • 
"  and  of  equal  refpe&ability  to  the 
"  corps,  I  have  been  promifed,  by  his 
u  intereft,  the  countenance  and  patronage 
"  of  a  great  perfonage,  under  whofe  uiflu- 
"  ence  I  am  to  be  introduced. 

€€  It  was  at  Lifle,  Sir,  under  a  fkilful 
"  mafter,  I  learnt  the  ufe  of  the  fword, 
"  which  has  been  of  fuch  eflential  fervice 
"  to  me  in  the  happy  iflue  of  the  dreadful 
"  bufinefc  I  have  been  engaged  in  this 
"night . 

«  There  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
u  Doftor,  which  announced  your  arrival 
"  at  Paris  on  this  day,  and  which,  fpeci- 
i€  fying  the  hotel  you  were  to  arrive  at,  I 
€€  was  enjoined  to  meet  you.     Here,  Sir,       j 
t€  the  Doftor  promifed  to  initiate  me  into       , 
"  an  interefting  fecret  of  your  family—       I 
"  here,  Sir,  was  to  be  divulged  a  circum-       j 
4t  fiance  which  was  to  affeft  my  happinefs, 
"  or  mifery,  hereafter — here,  Sir" 

But  his  fwelling  heart  fupprefled  a  far- 
-*^er  recital, . 

la 
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In  fhort,  he  had  arrived  at  the  hotel  a 
few  minutes  after  we  had  left  it,  in  com- 
pany with  the  treacherous  confederates  of 
the  villains  who  were.pofted  for  our  affafli- 
natibn;  and  a  lay  lacqiiay,  orfervant  for 
hire — a  clafs  of  people  ufually  waiting  at 
the  hotels  in  Paris  to. offer  their  fervitude  to 
ftrangers — had  pointed  out  to  him  the  di- 
rection we  had  taken. 

Remarkable  coincidence  of  human  af- 
fairs, and  evidently  marked  by  the  fuperior 
interference  of  providential  fuccour. 

Doftor  Philpot  was  now  preparing  to 
partake  of  fome  refrefliment  from  our  ta- 
ble, which  our  fervant,  Philip,  was  hand- 
ing, when  a  tap  at  the  door  announced  an 
apothecary,  who  had  been  difpatched  by 
the  furgeon,  to  vifit  his  patient. 

On  enquiry  we  found  this  to  be  a  Paris 
cuftom,  and,  doubtlefs,  indifpenfable,  as 
being  rich  Englifhmen.  The  apothecary 
being  permitted  to  feel  the  Do&or's  pulfe, 
he  pronounced  them  full,  and,  in  his  pre- 
fent  fituation,  dangerous;  it  was  therefore 

advifeable 
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advifcablc  that  he  fhould  enter  on  a  regi- 
men till  fuch  time  as  the  fuppuration  of  his 
wounds  "had  taken  place,  left  inflamma- 
tion might  be  brought  on  ;  in  ihis  cafe  he 
was  abfolutely  forbid  to  tafte  of  meat,  and 
advifed  to  proceed  to  enter  on  every  necef- 
fary  evacuation  to  lower  his  habit. 

This  prefcription  was,  doubtlefs,  ad- 
judged a  great  feverity  in  the  ftate  of  a  man 
in  perfeA  health,  and  which  brought  on  a 
kind  of  remonftrance  between  him  and 
Do&or  Philpot. 

The  apothecary,  finding  his  phyfical  fa- 
gacity  fomewhat  doubted  by  him,  abfo- 
lutely refufed  to  give  him  any  farther  at- 
tendance, unlefs  the  phyfician  was  Tent  for, 
which,  he  obferved,  was  the  regular  routine 
of  medicinal  pra&ice  at  Paris  ;  and  fur- 
prifed  to  find  this  had  not  been  before 
thought  of,  left  the  room,  muttering  the 
impoflibility  of  any  farther  attendance  till 
the  judgement  of  a  phyfician  fhould  have 
been  taken. 

The  Doftor  being  corpulent,  and  find- 
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ing  by  the  furgeon's  probe  that  his  wounds 
were  only  fleftiy,  fmiled  at  the  interefted 
affiduity  of  the  Paris  faculty,  and  jocofely 
partook  of  the  fupper.  When  entering 
into  council  for  the  operations  of  the  enfu- 
ing  morning,  it  was  judged  neceffary  that 
Samuel,  myfelf,  and  Philip,  (hould  pro- 
ceed, well  armed  with  fwords  and  piftols, 
to  give  Montauban  the  meeting. 

.This  precaution  was  neceffary,  as  the 
rencontre  over  night  manifefted  a  plot  of 
villany  on  the  fide  of  the  Count ;  and  as  a 
fimilar  attack  might  be  made,  we  had  the 
power  of  defence  in  our  hands. 

To  meet  him  on  fair  terms  was  not  my 
intention — the  treachery  combined  againft 
us  demanded  firft  an  explanation — an  evi- 
dence for  the  interference  of  a  French  court 
of  juftice  was  wanting  —  the  Surviving  aA 
faffin  was  fled — no  confeffion — the  affair 
muft  remain  inexplicable. 

The  ground,  preconcerted  for  our  meet- 
ing, had  been  fixed  upon  at  a  fmall  dis- 
tance from  the  Ecok  militaire ;  thither,  on 
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the  enfuing  morning,  we  rendezvoufed, 
and,  after  waiting  a  fliort  fpace  of  time,  we 
obferved  the  Count  approaching  with  his 
fecond. 

The  Count  moved  his  hat  to  me  on  his 
approach ;  but  the  falutation  was  not  re- 
turned on  my  fide.  Fired  with  this  indig- 
nity, he  inftantly  put  his  hand  on  his  fword, 
and,  advancing  brifkly,  irfifted  on  my 
drawing. 

"  No,  Sir,"  I  replied;  "  unlefs  you  can 
"  prove  your  claim  to  an  honourable  fa- 
u  tisfa&ion,  I  (hall  regard  you  as  unwor- 
"  thy  any  oppofition  on  the  fide  of  my 
"  weapon." 

I  then  briefly  recapitulated  the  event  of 
the  overnight,  and  (hewed  him  the  wounds 
on  my  hand,  which  rendered  the  ufe  of  my 
fword  impoflible.  In  truth,  my  hand  had 
been  fo  completely  hacked  and  mangled, 
that  the  ufe  of  it  was  entirely  loft. 

This  he  regarded  as  an  excufe  to  fight 
^"m;  and  having  loaded  me  with  the  mod 

unjuffi- 
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vmjuftifiable  opprobrium,  he  Teemed  re- 
fblved  to  commit  a  defperate  attack  by  ap- 
proaching me  with  his  fword. 

But  Samuel  fpringing  forward  again  my 
champion,  infilled  on  his  retiring.  This 
brought  forward  Montauban's  fccond,  and 
we  found  ourfelves  on  the  eve  of  a  defpe- 
rate. onfet  —  when  prefenting  a  piftol,  and 
ordering  Philip  to  do  the  fame,  our  adver- 
saries were  completely  foiled.  They  re- 
treated with  alacrity,  and  the  rancour  of 
their  epithets  became  inftantaneoufly  filent. 

We  now  obferved  an  elderly  gendeman 
and  his  fervant  galloping '  up  to  us  — • 
"  Monfil$9t*onjils"  hejhouted— *  "  a  rite, 
"  maudit  garfon!" 

It  was  the  father  of  Montauban. 

He  approached  me— "Sir,"  fays  he, 
"  you  have  my  protection — He  is  always 
€€  engaged  in  forne  unfortunate  difpute— 
u  I  have  heard  of  your  difafter  laft  night 
u  — the  fcelerat~-ihe  wretch  ^ho  efcaped 
"  that  punilhment  which  his  unfortunate 
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"  comrade  merited,  has  confefted  the  hor- 
"  rid  deed  he  was  fuborned  to  perpetrate — 
€€  My  fon  is  innocent  of  the  plot  againft 
"  your  lives ;  but  his  violent  temper  has 
"  jufUy  merited  my  indignation," 

In  (hort,  this  refpe&able  nobleman  made 
me  an  ample  atonement  for  the  alarming 
attack'  which  we  had  encountered.  It 
feems  his  fervants  had  overheard  the  dif- 
pure  in  the  houfe  of  Mrs..  Gordon ;  and 
being  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  their  matter, 
had  divulged  the  affair  to  a  celebrated 
courtezane,  on  whom  the  young  Count  had 
lavifhed  much  fplendor.  This  lady,  re- 
folved  to  prevent  any  difafter  happening  to 
her  gallant  in  the  field  of  honour,  had  de- 
vifed  the  iniquitous  means  of  cutting  us 
off  by  the  hands  of  two  affaffins,  whom 
the  had  bribed  for  the  purpofe.  The  po- 
lice having  found  a  note  in  the  pocket  of 
the  unhappy  wretch  who  had  fallen  by  Sa- 
muel's* fword,  led  to  a  complete  difcovery, 
and  of  the  dete&ion  of  his  comrade,  who 
had  made  a  confeffion  of  the  bufinefs. 

And  fuch  was  the  vigilance  of  the  ac- 
tive 
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rive  police  of  Paris,  that  the  whole  was 
brought  to  light  a  few  hours  after  the  fray. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  young 
Count  de  Montauban  feemed  uncommonly 
repentant  for  the  unfair  and  dangerous  fitu- 
#k>n  which  we  had  been  expofed  to  on  his 
account ;  and  was  now  defirous,  through  the 
mediation  of  his  father,  to  terminate  the 
difference  perfettly  to  our  fatisfa&ion* 

On  our  return  to  the  hotel  we  were* 
ftricken  with  the  fight  of  a  phyfician,  apo- 
thecary, and  furgeon,  attending  their  pa- 
tient, Doftor  Philpot,  who  was  in  the 
higheft  poffible  good  humpur,  with  unufual 
flow  of  fpirits  in  beholding  our  return,  and 
hearing  in  a  few  words  how  we  had  fettled 
the  affair  which  had  taken  place  between 
me  and  Montauban. 

The  phyfician,  who  aflured,  us  with  the 
importance  of  his  profeflion,  that  he  was 
of  the  Academy  de  Sccances,  obfervc:', 
that  the  Dodtor's  hilarity  arofc  from  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  fever,  and  that  it  was 
abfolutcly  neceffary  for  his  couititution  to 
K  2  1c 


be  lowered,  left  inflammation  might  enfue 
in  the  wounded  pans. 

It  was  now  the  apothecary's  turn  to  di- 
rect his  queftions  to  the  patient,  who  begged 
to  know  whether  he  had  perfevered  in  the 
regimen  which  had  been  prefcribed  to  him 
over-night ;  and  if  he  had  drank  of  the 
tifane.  To  this  Doftor  Philpot  replied, 
that,  as  an  Englifhman,  a  hot  fupper  was 
irreflftible,  and  that  moft  affuredly  he  had 
drank  his  wine,  and  partaken  of  his  ragout; 
and  unlefs  the  Paris  faculty  had  fufficient 
fkill  to  operate  his  cure,  without  the  trouble 
of  obliging  him  to  adhere  to  fuch  a  rigid 
regimen  as  they  recommended,  he  muft 
even  truft  to  his  fate. 

For  his  own  part,  he  found  his  wounds 
had  no  tendency  to  inflammation,  and  his 
body,  from  temperance,  though  not  (elf- 
denial,  being,  in  his  opinion,  every  way 
conducive  to  his  fpeedy  reftoration,  he 
could  not  think  of  impairing  it  by  a  fyftem 
ofabftinence,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  would 
6  oblige 
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oblige  him  to  keep  his  room  much  longer 
rhan  was  neceffary. 

That  whenever  his  wounds  gave  any  in- 
dication of  a  bad  habit  of  body,  he  would 
very  readily  attend  to  their  counfel ;  but 
that,  in  their  prefent  date,  he  begged  he 
might  be  permitted  to  eat,  drink,  and 
laugh,  at  his  leifure. 

sThe  faculty  here  began  to  afiume  a  tone, 
and,  and  with  their  ufual  cant,  obferved, 
M  he  did  not  chufe  to  be  governed  by  the 
knowledge  of  their  profeffion,  they  would 
fre  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  their  leave; 
for  as  in  the  cafe  of  perfevering  in  his  own 
fyftem  they  could  oot  be  anfwerable  for 
the  confequences  of  their  attendance,  they 
fnuft  not  therefore  fuffer  the  merit  of  their 
profeffional  characters  to  be  difputed. 

To  this  the  Do&or  afiented,  and  de- 
firing  they  would  all  bfe  pleafed  to  accept 
of  a  remuneration  for  their  trouble,  opened 
his  purfe,  and  fliewed  them  the  door.  This 
refolute  conduft  caufed  the  phyfician  to 
enter  on  an  explanation,  and,  doubtlefs, 
K  3  whicl 
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which  would  have  foon  produced  a  modifi- 
cation in  their  rigid  form  of  pradtice—  but 
which  the  Doftor  not  chufing  to  hear,  he 
difmilTed  them  all  without  any  farther 
parly. 

"  And  now,  dear  EdwarH,"  (ays  he, 
my  reafon  is  this  :  —  Thefe  fcoundrels 
thrive  moft  by  the  complaints  of  their 
healthy  patients.  Unlike  the  integrity 
of  the  faculty  of  eminence  in  our  own 
kingdom,,  they  amufe  them  with  hy* 
pocritic  and  fophiftical  declamations 
of  their  profeflion,  and  with  the  ex- 
aggerated hiftory  of  their  diforders, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  are  completely 
thrown  into  fome  hypocondrical  or  ner- 
vous affe&ion  ;  and  to  fix  this  very  be- 
neficial diforder,  they  never  fail  to  re- 
commend a  total  change  from  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  life  of  their  patients — the 
certain  means  of  imparing  their  confti- 
tution.  Thus  they  increafe  their  im- 
portance in  the  opinion  of  the  unhappy 
wretches  who  have  been  weak  enough  to 
be  fafcinated  with  their  arguments,  and 

"  retire 
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tc  retire  from  their  prefence,  laughing  at 
€Q  their  credulity,  and  hugging  themfelves 
€€  with  the  felf  applaufe  of  riding  in  their 
*<    chariots  at  their  expence. 

€C  The  furgeon,  the  apothecary,  and 
€€  phyfician  —  at  Paris  this  —  the  regular 
"  routine  of  attendance — Afk  the  reafon — 
4€  'tis  the  cuftom  ;  and  a*  a  rich  Englifh- 
€€  man,  for  the  honour  of  your  country, 
€C  youmuft  conform — but  how  is  thismat- 
<c  ter  contrived  with  the  Parilians  them- 
"  felves? — you  (hall  hear." 

Monfieur  the  hote  was  now  ordered  into 
our  pretence— the  dilemma,  of  the  Do&or 
was  explained. 

"  Eh  quoi  /aire,  Monfieur  ?" — Tis  the 
cuftom  with  ftrangers-— "  On  ne  vtfite  pas 
€C  chez  nous  fans  conte'  —  They  muft  pay 
for  their  curiofity  in  vifing  Paris. 

"  I  have  paid  for  it,"  fays  Philpot, 
"  with  a  thruft  through  my  arm,  and  one 
"  through  my  fide." 

K  4  Th 
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This  was  afpecies  of  rbetoric  which  had 
its  effeft. 

The  fagacious  Doftor  obferved,  that  his 
vifits  in  France  were  not  intended  todiffeft 
the  character  of  the  nation  too  minutely, 
and  to  be  too  ceconomical  of  bis  purfe— his 
fee  to  the  gentleman  whom  he  difmified 
would  aver  this  was  not  his  cud  —  all  he 
wanted  was  a  fpeedy  reftoration. 

"  Now,  Mr.  the  Hote,  fuppofe  you  w» 
"  run  through  the  body,  who  wbuld  you 
"  employ  ?» 

"  AUh?  he  ejaculated,  «'  il  faut  Jt 
"  taire"  with  the  affurance  of  ftri&  filence. 

In  half  aft  houf  a  fhabby  ill-looking  dog 
of  a  furgeon  made  his  appearance. 

His  coat  was  of  a,  brown  rough,  and 
ftriped  beaver  cloth ;  a  red  plufh  waiftcodt; 
a  tie  wig,  with  more  powder  and  pomatum 
in  it  than  hair ;  and  a  coloured  filk  hand- 
kerchief round  his  neck. 

His 
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His  appearance,  'tis  true,  amounted  to 
no  great  extent  of  practice ;  but  his  confi- 
dential franknefs  and  decent  civility  foon 
fettled  him  in  the  Do&or's  £ood  opinion. 

After  having  affured  him  that  his  experi- 
ence in  fword  and  gun-fhot  wounds  were 
acquired  againft  the  Englifh  in  the  laft 
German  war,  and  almoft  a  daily  praftice 
in  the  flreets  of  Paris  —  from  French  fol- 
diers,  on  the  flighteft  difference,  trying  their 
fkill  in  a  fencing  bout — young  ftiudents  of 
tfhe  law,  who  could  feldom  maintain  an 
argument  on  jurifprudence,  without  the 
affiftance  of  the  fword — and  an  everlafting 
praftice  of  the  Paris  petit  maitres  involved 
in  quarrels  concerning  the  fuperior  excel- 
lence of  opera  fingers  and  dancers,  and  the 
charms  of  their  miftrefies. 

After  this  whimfical  introduftion  of  his 
merits,  the  Do&or  fuffered  his  wounds  to 
be  examined  by  him. 

"  Sir,"  fays  he,  €i  two  more  dreflings 

€€  will  enable  you  to  call  out  the  fcoun- 

K  5  "drel 
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"  drel  who  invited  Mr. TApothecaire  and 
"  Monfieur  le  Medccin. 


"  Manges  bien,  Monfieur ,  et  goutes  te  melU 
"  leur  vin  de  Paris" 

The  Do&or  was  convinced  he  fpoke  the 
truth* 

"  And  why  are  you  fo  poor  ?"  was  the 
queftion. 

"  Becaufe  (having  and  drawing  of  teeth 
"  are  now  out  of  fafhion  among  the  fa- 
"  culty.  The  wretched  beggar  has  my 
"  plafters  for  the  love  of  God — aind  thofe 
"  furgeons  who  live  by  making  dupes  of 
tc  rich  ftrangers,  and  our  fools  of  fafhion, 
"  who  never  fcruple  to  pay  well  for  great 
"  fofs  and  great  parade,  are  now  too  rich 
"  to  (hew  any  humanity  in  their  practice." 

The  affair  was  foon  fettled,  and  we  had 
all  our  anxiety  removed  on  the  fcore  of  the 

Dodor. 

But  judge  of  our  aftonifliment—  a  Up. 

was 
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was  heard  at  the  door — and,  on  our  leave  of 
admittance,  who  {hould  enter  but  the  firft 
furgeon  whom  we  had  employed. 

€€  Ah,  ah,  maraud — e'eft  vous  done  (his 
€€  firft  falutation)  #/?*/" 

"  Monfieur  Jacob,  you  had  better  retire 
"  before  you  oblige  me  to  treat  you  with 
"  incivility ,"  replied  our  operator. 

"  Monfieur  Cornet lie,  vous  etes  un  front* 
€€  peur,  et  un  ficbeu  charletan" 

Corneille  at  this  indignity  rufhed  upon 
the  little  prig  of  a  furgeon,  and,  feifing 
him  by  the  collar  and  waiftband  of  his 
breeches,  held  him  up  fprawling,  kicking, 
and  fcratching  in  the  air,  and  aftually 
threw  him  down  the  ftairs  to  the  firft  land- 
ing place  from  our  apartment. 
*       » 

The  cries  of  Monfieur  Jacob,  who  laid 

on  the  ground  grinning  and  threatening 

Corneille  with  future  vengeance,  brought 

out   a    confiderable  numbers  of  lodgers, 

K  6  while 
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while  ComeiUe,  ftanding  over  lmn,  was 
threatening  him  with  inftant  deftrudion  for 
daring  to  enter  the  room,  with  an  intent  to 
interrupt  him  in  his  praftice  —  for  which 
offence,  he  laid,  notwithftanding  his 
broken  limbs  and  battered  fides,  be  would 
move  the  law  againft  him. 

Corneille  now  accufed  him  of  every 
crime  which  he  could  poffibly  invent  to 
render  his  triumph  more  cotapleat  — 
And  after  having  harangued  the  lookers  on 
with  a  tolerable  well-placed  declamation  on 
his  villany  ^exaggerating  the  ftate  of  Doc* 
tor  Phiipot's  wounds,  and  introducing  apo- 
thecary and  phyfician  for  the  prick  of  a 
pin,  whigh  he  (tiled  it,  laid,  to  back  his 
affections,  he  would  ihew  the  Do6tor*s 
wounds  before  all  the  faculty  in  Paris. 

Jacob's  praftice,  he  averred,  was  only 
famous  for  cutting  of  jifiula  in  ano ;  and 
he  affured  the  by-ftanders,  that  he  derived 
his  only  confequence  from  his  attendance 
on  a  lady  of  rank  for  his  fecret  operations 
of  this  nature,  which  gained  him  her  pro- 
tection. 


[  ^  ] 

*e£bion,  and  which  was  the  only  ^afegimd, 
for  Ids  preemption. 

Corncille  was  now  entering  into  a  moft 
elaborate  definition  of  the  peculiarity  of 
Jacob's  merits  in  cutting  for  a  fiftula,  which 
he  recited  with  fo  much  point  and  humour 
that  wrath  now  made  the  proftrate  fur- 
geon  recover  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  he 
was  rufliing  on  Corneille' with  redoubled 
vengeance.  The  confequence  was,  Cor- 
neille gave  him  a  violent  flap  on  hi*  face, 
and,  feizing  him  by  the  collar,  once  more 
was  in  the  ad:  of  hoifting  him  over  the  bal- 
luftrade— but  my  interpofing  hand  refcued 
Jacob  from  his  impending  deftru&ion. 

Monfieur  Jacob  was  now  rejoiced  to  find 
himfelf  liberated  from  his  gripe ;  and  hav- 
ing pronounced  the  moft  impofing  denunci- 
ations of  his  vengeance,  affured  Corneille, 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  try  his  courage  at 
the  point  of  his  fword. 

"  At  the  point  of  your  launcet,"  fays 
the  other,  who  fpit  at,  him  all  the  time  he 
was  defcending  the  ftaircafe. 

Strang' 
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Strange  rancour  of  the  profeffonal  ranks 
of  Parfes !  It  can  only  be  reconciled  bj 
this  remark : 

Things  in  that  country  are  fo  differed 
to  ours. 


j;Oi 

THE 


[    ^o^    ] 


THE    PURSUIT    MEDITATED. 


JVxY  friend  Samuel  was  now,  equally 
with  myfelf,  intent  on  the  purfuit  of  Mrs, 
Gordon  and  Fanny. 

If  they  had  fled  to  England,  (a  thing 
impoffible,  in  our  opinion,  forefeeing  the 
(hort  diftance  which  Fitz- Morris  was  from 
them)  they  would 'then,  perhaps,  be  fecure 
from  any  violent  difafter  on  his  fide. 

But  if  overtaken  in  France,  we  had  every 
reafon  to  dread  an  impending  danger  from 
the  difference  of  its  law  s  and  cuiioms — at 
all  events,  there  were  only  two  refolutions 
to  be  adopted — expedition,  and  a  deter- 
mined refcue.  For  the  courage  of  Samuel, 
I  could  anfwer  by  ths  moftftriking  and  ex- 
emplary proof. 

Philpot  faw  the  neceffity  of  our  imme- 

4  diate 
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diatc  interference — himfelf  alfo  determined 
to  fet  off,  his  wounds,  by  the  affurance  of 
the  furgeon,  Corneille,  being  of  no  confe- 
quence  to  impede  hhri. 

To  lofe  no  time,  we  difpatched  intelli- 
gent and  well-affe&ed  people  to  every 
fatrtau  in  Paris,  where  we  could  be  in- 
formed of  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Gordon, 
Fanny,  and  Fitz-Morris. 

Anfwers  were  foon  brought  us,  that  no 
fuch  perfons,  from  the  defcription  we  had 
given,  were  arrived;  and  we  had  the 
ftrongeft  reafon  for  believing  they  muft 
have  departed  for  England. 

Under  this  fuggeftion,  doubdefs,  we 
wanted  no  fpur  to  fet  off  immediately  on 
our  purfuit. 

Our  carriage  was  new  at  the  door  with 
that  celerity  which  our  impatience  excited, 
and  in  a  very  fhort  interval  of  time  we 
found  ourfelves  at  the  pofthoufe  .at  Chan- 
tilly. 

There 
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There  we  had  an  opportunity  of  defcrib- 
ing  to  the  poftmafter  the  perfons  of  the  fu- 
gitives ;  and  having  received  the  mod  con- 
vincing proofs  they  had  not  returned  that 
route,  we  made  the  belt  of  our  way  after 
their  track. 

• 

At  Amiens  we  had  the  joyful  news  of  a 
Angular  event  which  had  retarded  Fitz- 
Morris  in  his  career,  and  which  had, 
doubtlefs,  effectually  covered  the  efcape  of 
Mrs.  Gordon  and  Fanny. 

The  ladks  having  arrived  at  this  town, 
.they  had  fcarcely  entered  the  houfe  which 
they  flopped  at  when  they  noted  Fkz- 
Morrjs*s  arrival. 

.  Being  in  a  room  which  fronted  the  ft^eeti 
Mrs.  Gordon  obferved  two  officers. in  the 
French  fervice  of  her  acquaintance,  and 
made  a  fignal  for  them  to  enter  her  apart- 
3*er>t,  where,  reciting  to  them  their  alarm- 
iag  fituatio®,  they  readily  and  gallantly  re- 
folved  to  be  their  proteftors. 

,Having  ftole  up  unperceived  by  the  peo- 

plr 
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pie  of  the  houfe,  Fitz  Morris  rufhed  into  the 
room ;  but,  to  his  furprife  and  mortifica- 
tion, he  found  himfelf  inftantly  feized  by 
the  two  officers,  who  contrived  to  bind 
him  arms  and  legs  till  fuch  time  as  the  ladies 
had  made  good  their  retreat ;  nor  was  he 
releafed  till  fuch  times  he  was  vifited  by  the 
governor  of  the  town,  who,  having  ap- 
proved of  the  officers'  condu6t,  infifted  oa 
his  giving  his  word  and  honour,  under  pain 
of  imprifonment,  to  defift  from  his  pre- 
meditated outrage. 

Thus  Mrs.  Gordon  ?jnd  Fanny  had, 
<loubtlefs,  fecured  their  efcape  to  England, 
while  Fitz-Morris  was  not  liberated  till  the 
ladies  were  judged  perfedtty  (afe  from  his 
purfuit,  when  it  was  conjedhired  he  had 
departed  from  Amiens  on  his  way  to  Eng- 
land. 

This  intelligence  having,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, calmed  our  inquietude,  we  were  re- 
folved  on  fleeping  the  night  in  the  town, 
efpecially  as  the  Doftor  complained  of 
fatigue,  and  as  our  plan  did  not  require 

the 
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the  unremitting  expedition  we  firft  fet  out 
upon* 


Having  found  a  companion  and  fellow 
aftor  in  this  dramatic  part  of  my  life,  and 
one  whofe  generous  nature  had  been  fo 
nobly  and  fo  uncxpe&edly  eftablifhed  in 
my  prefervation  againft  the  defperate  aflaf- 
fins  in  the  ftreets  of  Paris — a  youth  of  fuch 
a  promifing  afpedt — the  twin-brother  of 
Fanny — the  companion  of  my  infant  days 
— now  ftarting  into  a&ion,  under  fuch  an 
extraordinary  feature,  naturally  awakened 
my  intereft. 

This  remarkable  incident  demanded  my 
fcrutiny  —  it  appeared  myfterious  *—  and 
when  I  attempted  to  confront  my  engage- 
ments with  the  peculiar  hiftory  of  this 
youth,  enlifted  under  the  whimfical  banner 
of  Philpot's  protedtion,  I  confefs  I  was  to- 
tally at  a  lofs  to  folve  the  apparent  enigma. 

There  was  a  manlike  firmnefs  in  the 

tone, 
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tone,  the  fpirit,  the  fentiment  of  his  coiv- 
verfation.  The  pliancy  of  raw  inexperi- 
ence was  not  his  prefent  completion. 
With  natural  genius  for  fcience  and  know- 
ledge, he  was  obfervative,  and  critically  dif- 
criminative;  frank,  yet  docile  and  diffi- 
dent ;  he  would  argue  without  arrogance, 
but  fetded  and  firm  in  his  opinion,  which 
he  backed  by  good  rhetoric  and  well-ad* 
jufted  figure.  * 

The  more  we  were  together,  the  more 
my  aftonifhment  increafed,  and  I  could 
behold  this  (on  of  my  father's  tenant  with 
the  reipedfiil  eye  of  an  equal  and  an  inti- 
mate. 

» 
Pains,  and  great  pains  too,  had  been  be- 
flowed  on  his  training— the  friend  could  be 
only  Doftor  Phil  pot—  a  myfrerious  fiknee 
alfo  prevailed  in  him  whenever  I  touched 
on  hisfift^~noV:omment-^no^plkadoo 
*— I  was  left  my  own  counsellor. 

And  with  Doftor  Philpot  the  fame— my 
own  heart  was  my  only  monitor. 

Painful 
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Painful  rcfle&ions  had  taken  poffcffion 
of  me,  and  racked  my  imagination  with 
excrufiating  agony. 

My  curiofity  was  engaged  on  the  hiftory 
of  Fanny's  Parifian  expedition* 

The  importance  of  rank  in  life  I  found 
had  evidendy  circulated  in  my  con- 
ftitution ;  it  was  engrafted  in  my  nature. 

I  had  confidered  this  daughter  of  my 
father's  tenant  as  fubordinate  to  my  caprice. 
I  had  evidently  portrayed  her  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  dependant — the  vidtim  of  my 
fovereign  will. 

m 

To  be  emancipated  from  her  dependance 
was  a  thought  which  rebelled  againft  my' 
pride. 

By  a  ftruggle  of  virtue,  in  renouncing 
her  claims  on  my  conftancy,  or  firft  en- 
gagements, might  claim  my  refpedt — but' 
to  play  off  the  coquette — to  adopt  artifice 
in  her  amours  —to  violate  every  facred  and 
noble  principle  of  the  heart  by  a  fophiftical 
*  ,argumen- 
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argument  on  the  verfatility  of  my  paflion— 
to  affedt  a  greatnefs  of  foul  only  for  the 
fake  of*  covering  her  intrigues  with  more 
ftcrefy  —  roofed  in  my  foul  a  firm  fpirit  of 
reproach,  and  I  was  determined  to  con- 
front her  perfidy,  to  be  confirmed  in  my 
fufpicions  on  the  nature  of  her  conduit. 

But  my  heart  difplayed  a  wound  of  a 
more  dangerouftendency — Revenge  might 
heal,  were  no  great  impreffion  had  been 
made. 

A  formidable  rival  had  now  ere&ed  the 
native  nymph  of  my  choice  to  the  Queen 
of  beauty. 

This  goddefs  of  the  antients  received  an 
univerfal  homage,  only  becaufe  her  charms 
were  indifputable. 

Fanny  had  captives  in  her  train. 

My  pride  was  heated,  and  I  was  re- 
folved  to  conquer  or  perifh. 

The 
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-  The  morning  after  our  arrival  at  Amien* 
we  entered  our  carriage  in  tolerable  fpirits, 
with. the  thoughts  of  iiuprifing  our  friends 
in  England  with  our  expeditious  return  ; 
and  though  in  our  purfuit  there  was  a  latent 
principle  of  worldly  anxiety,  we  were  tra- 
velling onward  with  fome  degree  of  cheer- 
fulnefs 

The  odd,  the  ftrange  coincidence  of 
things  which  had  jumbled  together,  and 
produced  Samuel  Underwood  as  our  cham- 
pion and  defender  —  laying  us  under  un- 
payable obligations  to  him — his  wonderful 
tranfition  from  oblivion  to  notice — our  nar- 
row efcape  from  the  hands  of  murderers.  - 

The  efcape  of  Fanny  and  Mrs.  Gordon. 

Philpot  faid  we  had  caufe  for  rejoicing — 
and  our  thankfulnefs  to  Providence  could 
not  be  better  manifefted  than  by  exhilara- 
ting our  fpirits  with  fbme  teft  of  convivi- 
ality. 

The  Do&or  had  compofed  the  follow^ 
ing  fong,  which  he  had  fet  jo  an  old  tune, 

and 
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and  we  were  finging  ic  when  our  carriage 
was  entering  Abbeville. 


The  gay  Frenchman  pert, 
And  Englifhman  glum — 

A  whimfical  contrail  for  laughter- 
John  fighs  all  for  love, 
With  face  quite  hum-drum, 

And  ties  himfelf  up  in  a  halter.  . 

But  fee  light  Monfieur 

Court  Mamfelle  coquette, 
Sing,  caper,,  and  bid  her  defiance ; 

The  charms  in  her  face, 

Will  not  make  him  fret, 
In  beauty  he'll  place  no  reliance,  - 

But  John's  honeft  heart 

Is  broke  with  defpair, 
When  Sufan  or  Moll  are  not  willing ; 

A  frown  is  enough 

To  load  him  with  care, 
And  lay  him  as  flat  as  a  fhilling. 

Pleafed 
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Pleafed  with  the  Do&or's  cheerfulnefs,  I 
had  regained  fomewhat  of  my  former  (late 
of  mind,  when  I  obferved  a  pafieriger  ar- 
rive on  poft  horfes. 

He  alighted  at  the  houfe  we  were  to  ftop 
at,  and,  at  the  inftant  as  our  carriage  drove 
up,  I  recognifed  the  face  of  George  Corn- 
wall. ^ 

-  Perhaps  there  may  be  a  kind  of  fympa- 
thy  in  our  nature,  when  the  foul  has 
teen  deeply  affe&ed  with  paft  images  — 
May  we  not  pre-conceive  an  approaching 
*vil  ? 

His  figure  awakened  in  me  a  fentknent 
of  concern  for  the  fltuation  of  his  Mcr. 
The  prefent  bufinefs  I  was  engaged  upon 
having  interefted  my  mind  to  fee  the  com- 
pletion of  it,  I  had  difcarded  every  other 
thought  #hich  might  harrow  up  all  extra- 
neous refledion— but  in  the  groupe  the 
fympathifing  pang  for  the  beautiful  Amelia 
was  not  difcarded,  though  for  a  time  fup- 
preffed. 

You  IL  L  Her 
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Her  brother  now  prefented  her  perfoH 
to  my  mind  —an  aboding  thought  flafhed 
acrofs  me — there  was  a  reparation  of  wrong, 
perhaps,  to  be  made — an  atonement  which, 
though  coloured  by  the  fpecioufnefs  of 
worldly  pretext,  in  my  own  heart  carried 
with  it  no  pofitive  condemnation. 

My  eyes  were  fixed  upon  him  —  he  re- 
cognifed  me  in  return. 

His  countenance  changed  —  naturally 
florid,  an  horrid  contrail  inftantly  took 
place. 

He  approached. 

u  Heavens,  what  an  extraordinary 
€ i  meeting !  — I  have  left  England  to  feek  the 
"  man  whofe  ill-fated  conduft  has  changed 
"  his.deareft  friend  to  his  direft  enemy. 
"  I  have  a  fenfe  of  injury  in  my  brcaA 
tg  which  your  perfidious  conduft  has  ex- 
€€  cited.  We  cannot  decide  an  affair  of 
"  this  interefting  nature  in  a  better  place 
"  than  this/? 

In 
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In  anfwer. 

"  I  am  prepared— Aliedge  your  charges 
<c  — Deny  me  not  the  privilege  of  felf- 
"  defence  —  if  not  in  the  power  of  inno- 
"  cence  and  juftice  to  avert  the  defperate 
M  hand  of  my  enemy,  I  will  not  fcreen 
"  my  body  from  his  refentment." 

His  reply. 

€C  A  villain  will  attack  innocence  and 
"  juftice — the  brave  man  punches  infamy. 
"  I  am  no  affaflin,  Sir  —  I  will  hear  your 
"  defence," 

We  now  retired  —  He  refumed. 

t€  Mr.  Hales,  I  have  left  the  room  of  a 
"  dying  fifter  —  She  is  an  angel  of  meek- 
"  nefs  —  refentment  does  not  torment  her 
4C  bofom  with  the  fcorpion  pang  of  frater- 
f€  nal  revenge— pure  and  fubmiffive,  like 
"  a  lamb  at  the  altar,  (he  proftrates  herfelf 
"  before  the  mercilefs  hand  which  ftabs 
"  her  to  the  heart.  She  dies,  and  forgives 
u  —not  fo  the.fpirit  of  her  brother. 

L  2  The 
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*'  Tnc  natural  foftnefs  of  the  fex  will 
*'  render  them  tributary  to  ours,  and  that 
w  paffion,  which  can  lift  them  to  the  very 
*'  iummit  of  celeftial  blifs,  will  dafli  them 
44  to  the  earth  in  all  the  torment  of  mental 
44  agony* 

44  Negle&  is  the  canker  worm  of  a  ddi- 
44  cate  foul.  What  reparation  can  that 
4C  man  make  to  a  wretched  family,  when 
4i  the  child  of  its  too-partial  regard  is 
**  wrefted  from  them  by  wanton  feduc- 
**  tion" p 

4<  Sedu&ion!"  I  fired. 

He  continued* 

(t  I  repeat  the  word  JeduBion  —  Too 
<c  defpicable  discrimination  !  —  The  mind 
€S  feduced,  barters  no  proportionate  ma- 
4C  lady  to  corporeal  injury.  Sir,  I  will  un- 
u  load  my  fwelling  heart  —  Away  with 
<s  your  menacing  looks ;  they  awe  me  not, 
€t  If  you  have  truly  a  noble  heart,  bear 
4t  with  my  infirmity  till  our  weapons  meet, 

"  and 
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c<  and  then  vaunt  your  courage  for  the  ex- 
*'  piation  of  the  infuk* 

.,  / 

€i  A  dying  fitter  repeats  the  name  of 
"  Edward  Hales,  and  in  the  meafure  of 
**  ber  affedtion  —  parental  and  fraternal 
u  claims  are  vanifhed— She  is  loft,  and  her 
"  perfidious  betrayer  goes  abroad  in  the 
44  world  unpui\ilhed.,> 

To  reply  might  argue  the  confdoufnefs 
$>f  imputed  injury.    . 

Friendfhip  had  impelled  me  to  the  houfe 
of  my  inmate  and  fchool-fellow  —  brother 
ftudent  —  I  there  beheld  his  lovely  After— 
lnfenfible  of  the  influence  of  the  fex,  my 
heart  was  betrayed  before  I  was  confeious 
of  injuftice  —  'twas  an  incident  of  life 
which  could  not  be  proved  as  an  affociate 
with  premeditated  injury* 

But .  what  extenuation  could  avert  his 
fpirit  of  revenge  ?  'Tis  true  I  was  culpa- 
ble more  by  the  fad  influence  of  my  bad 
fortune,  than  by  defign.  Drawn  into  the 
flattering  vortex  of  beauty  and  female  foft- 
L  3  nei>. 
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ncfs,  I  felt  a  pride  in  the  preference  of 
Amelia — but  I  had  no  virtue  to  retire  from 
the  power  of  that  magic  which  held  me  a 
paffive  flavc  to  voluptuous  conception — 
herein  my  tranfgreffion —  I  fek  a  crimina- 
tion at  the  moment  which  would  have 
ftamped  a  falfity  on  all  the  rhetoric  I  was 
mafter  of.  Sternly  did  I  fix  my  eye  upoh 
him. 

€t  You  fhall  wreak  your  revenge,  George; 
"  I  will  not  palliate  my  condu&  wkb  youf 
"  fifter  —  I  can  only  lament  the  lingular 
"  misfortune  of  my  life  which  has  involved 
"  me  in  this  terrible  conflict." 

I  now  turned  myfetf .  towards  my  friend 
Samuel — "  Will  you  have  fhe  goodnefs  to 
"  hear  the  propofition  of  that  gentleman  ?* 

But  what  my  aftonkhment !  Samud 
helitated  —  I  well  difcerncd  a  look  of  re- 
pugnance, marked  with  a  mental  fcrutiny. 

Do&or  Phtlpot  now  came  forward,  and 
addrefled  Cornwall : 

«  The 
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€€  The  refolute  fcheme,  Sir,  you  are  em- 
barked upon  will  refleft  no  honour  on 
the  generous  impulfe  of  youth.  If  you 
well  confider  the  motive  of  your  heart, 
you  cannot  fo  much  accufe  Mr.  Hales 
of  injuftice,  as  of  being  the  innocent 
caufe  of  the  diftrefs  which  prevails  in 
your  family.  Are  you  acquainted,  Sir, 
with  the  force  of  that  felf  condemnation 
which  has  already  agitated  your  once- 
fworn  bofom  friend  ?  Perhaps  he  has 
made  an_expiation  of  a  more  exemplary 
nature  than  that  of  pouring  out  his  blood 
to  glut  the  revenge  of  his  enemy. 


cc  Are  you  acquainted,  Sir,  with  the 
*c  high  fentiments  of  honour  which  have 
C€  been  his  accufer  ?  —  Death,  Sir,  is  no 
€€  punifhment  to  the  mind  of  a  virtuous 
"  man.  By  whatever  motive  you  are  in- 
€€  fluenced  to  wring  the  heart  of  a  gene- 
"  rous  youth  with  torture,  know  neither 
€C  your  courage  nor  conduct  can  receive  a 
"  fair  renown,  by  laying  low  at  your  feet 
€C  the  man  who,  perhaps,  is  now  receiving 
cc  the  bfeffing  and  prayers  of  your  amiable 
$c  fifter.  Is  (he  acquainted,  Sir,  with  the 
L  4  "  vindio 
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vindi&ive  fpirit  that  animates  your  hand 
to  plunge  the  fteel  into  his  breaft  ?  Has 
not  his  fate  deprived  him  of  making 
reparation  for  thefe  unfortunate  evils? 
Were  you  not- acquainted  with  his  early 
attachment — the  fecret  fpring  which  go- 
verned his  propofitions  ?  Where  refted 
that  vigilant  and  generous  friendfhip 
which  fhould  have  fnatched  him  from 
the  precipice  ?  Where  was  your  timely 
counfel  to  your  fifter,  to  your  friend? 
Defift,  Sir — return  with  the  healing  balm 
of  brotherly  confolation— adminifter  the 
gentle  -office  of  patient  mitigation,  and 
leave  vengeance  for  him  who  is  the 
ableft  judge  of  man's  iniquity. 

"  What !  will  you  fly  to  her  with  your 
"  hands  embrued  in  the  blood  of  your 
t%  bofom  friend,  to  receive  her  dying  em- 
"  braces  ?  Will  fhe  rejoice  in  the  (a- 
"  crifice  ?  or  will  the  deed  add  confola- 
"  tion  to  her  departing  fpirit  ?  Horror, 
"  Sir,  will  afflift  her  fenfible  foul,  and  her 
"  fhade  will  revive  perturbed  from  her 
"  tomb.  Has  Mr.  Hales  been  acceffary 
u  to  the  anguifli  of  fo  fair  a  lady  ?  Let  Pro- 

"  vidence 
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* f  vidence  punifh  when  his  awful  retribu* 
"  tion  is  beft  fignalifed." 

George  Cornwall  replied : 

€C  Sir,  I  refpedt  this  inward  monitor — 
€€  TTis  implanted  here  (fixing  his  hand 
**  upon  his  heart)  for  purpofes  beft  known. 
u  to  more  fuperior  wifdom. —  Why  this 
"  pang,  this  fenfe  of  injury  ? — Why  am  I 
€€  thus  fo  ftubborn  in  my  determined  pur- 
u  pofe  ? — By  heavens  he  (hall  anfwer  for  it 
€C  — Moft  abufcd  Amelia — dear  fainted 
tc  maid  —  he  (hall  feel  the  power  of  my  re- 
"  venge;.  I  had  not  patience  to  fee  the 
"  laft  pure  gafp  of  breath  depart  her  body 
"  —her  murderer  fled — I  fealed  the  vow* 
€t  felf-ratified  in  my  heart  —  the  appeal 
"  moft  folemn — nothing  caa  avert  me — 
"  I  was  refolved  to  follow  him  — - 1  have. 
"  fworn  it,  Sir.."  . 

"   Ra(h  maxi"  refumed  the  Do&ort. 

€t  This  heat  is  frenzy.     A  mild  rebuke  it 

«  merits  not— it  argues   equal  frenzy  to 

?  oppofe  fo  much  intemperate  refentment. 

L  5  «  Mr 
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"  Mr.  Hales  is  under  my  prote&ion — on 
"  your  peril,  Sir"— — 

Cork  wall.  "  Your  feeble  trembling 
"  priefthood  I  defpife.  Under  that  garb 
"  of  moderation  lurks  many  ignoble  pal- 
€t  liatives.  Age  has  its  fophiftry  to  con- 
"  found  the  timid  inexperience  of  youth. 
u  Well  verfed  in  declamation,  it  can  drefs 
€<  out  fyllogifm  to  captivate,  and  hypocrify 
€t  to  enfnare — portray  virtue  with  the  hand 
iC  of  vice,  and  convert  the  demon  of 
"  crimes  into  the  femblance  of  angel  fanc- 
t€  tity.  Your  favourite  receives  this  grave 
"  and  venerable  fanftion —  your  enemy, 
"  Sir,  muft  expedfc  your  reproach*  Stand 
u  back,  proud  paflor." 

He  now  drew  forth  his  piftols. 

He  prefented  one  to  me* 

I  took  it  from  his  hands. 

He  infifted  on  Philpot  and  Samuel  mov- 
ing from  the  line  of  our  fire ;  and  dire&ing 
^mfelf  to  me,  prefled  me  to  fire  firft. 

4  This 
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This  propofition  I  obftinately  refufed, 
and  urged  him  as  vehemently  to  take  his 
revenge. 

"  Coward,"  he  exclaimed ;  *J  you  are 
cc  afraid  of  my  refentment— then  take  my 
"  vengeance/' 

At  this  inftant  he  fired  his  piftol,  and  I 
daggered  into  the  arms  of  Philpot. 

Seeing  I  refufed  to  return  his  fire,  he  rufhed 
vipon  me  with  an  intent  to  wreft  the  in  diri- 
ment from  my  hand  ;  but  he  was  prevented 
by  Samuel,  who  got  it  from  him,  and  dif- 
charged  it  on  the  deling* 

Cornwall  had  now  glutted  his  revenge — 
The  ball  had  entered  my  breaft  flanting 
upwards  a  little  below  the  clavicle.  Phil- 
pot  took  me  in  his  arms,  and  placed  nle 
gently  in  a  chain  Affiflance  was  foon  at 
hand.  The  noife  of  fire  arms  brought 
guefls  into  the  room.  My  blood  ftreamed 
on  the  floor,  I  had  fainted  once  before  the 
furgeon^ived.  Cornwall  was  at  intervals 
frantic — he  had  meditated  his  own  death 
L.  6  on 
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on  the  deftru&ion  of  his  friend.  The 
piftol  was  aimed  at  my  heart,  and  it  had 
nearly  performed  its  office.  His  ven- 
geance ample,  remorfe  began  to  wring  his 
foul  with  contrition.  Never,  no,  nev^er 
feemed  deadi  more  grateful  to  a  mortal  in- 
volved in  mifery.  I  was  fubmitting  to  my 
fate  with  calm  acquiefcence.  On  the  ar- 
rival of  the  furgeon  I  was  condu&ed  to  a 
bed,  and  laid  upon  it.  Cornwall  rufhed 
into  the  room— the  confli&ing  fentiments 
which  had  raged  in  his  breaft  were  now  at 
once  fubfided. 

fC  Alas !"  fays  he,  "  my  once  noble  and 
u  generous  friend .—  Edward,  ere  you  de- 
"  part,  look  forgivenefs  upon  a  wretch,, 
"  more  tenfold  miferable  than  words  can 
"  figure  mifery.  This  deed  I  had  vowed 
Cf  as  the  laft  obdurate  adlion  of  my  life — 
<f  myfelf  to  follow  thee.  Ah  I  didft  thou 
"  know  the  fatal  refult  of  your  intercourfe 
* '  in  our  family.  My  father,  Edward  !  — 
"  The  curfe  of  party,  urged  this  detefted 
"  deed.  I  lothe  myfelf — lothe  all  the 
€t  world— He  could  not  brook  the  downfal 
y  of  his  independance  —  Why  fhould  I 
6  «livc 
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€c  live  to  bear  the  horror  of  remorfe  ?  — 
€€  My  filler  was  made  fubfervient  to  his 
g€  fatal  neceffities  —  He  was  flattered  with 
cc  your  partiality  —  Amelia  was  betrayed 
cc  into  an  uncxtinguifhed  affedtion — You 
**  admired ;  and  my  aunt,  waiting  wkh  an 
€€  ungovernable  impatience  the  declaration 
c<  of  your  paffion,  thought  the  timidity  of 
€€  youth  wanted  a  fair  opportunity  which 
€€  my  fitter's  delicacy  refufed.  Art  has 
€C  confounde4  the  honourable  claims  of 
4t  my  father  on  the  unfortunate  impreflion 
"  which  you  made  on  my  lifter.  His 
*€  hopes  were  blafted,  and  mifery  and  ruin 
cc  are  now  heaped  on  our  heads.  The 
<x  dying  Amelia — O  piteous  fpe&acle  !  — 
"  a  diftra&ed  father  —  the  {on  nurfed  in 
tc  expe&ation  —  the  fair  profpedt  of  ample 
"  inheritance — the  broad  world  to  feek. 

*  "  Defpair  feifed  on  my  brain — Was  the 
"  moment  of  frenzy?  Edward  Hales  I 
€€  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  all  my  mifery. 
€€  — perhaps  I  have  erred  —  contrition  too 
"  late  may  have  fobered  my  heated  fancy— 
*_'  Your  pardon,  Edward  !  —  impute  my 

"  crime 
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rr  crime  to  the  fiend  which  ftirred  my  foul 
u  to  this  deed  of  horror" 

I  ftretched  my  hand  to  him — I  could 
not  fpeak — he  retired  with  both  his  hands 
on  his  head— I  moved  to  Philpot  to  follow 
him. 

The  furgeon,  from  the  great  effufion  of 
blood,  did  not  extract  the  ball  before  the 
enfuing  jnorning.  He  then  pronounced 
my  wound  not  mortal.  George  Cornwall 
had  remained  in  the  houfe  in  the  face  of 
the  moft  eminent  danger -of  French  police. 
He  had  declared  that  he  would  not  leave 
me  till  he  was  certain  of  the  ftate  of  my 
wound.  If  I  died  under  it,  he  was  re- 
folved  either  to  deliver  himfelf  up  to  the 
cdurfe  of  juftice,  or  to  expiate  his  crime 
by  a  violence  committed  on  his  own  perfon. 

Doftor  Philpot's  argument  to  him  had 
reftored  his  mind  to  fome  calm,  and  his 
anxiety  was  now  (hewn,  by  every  folicitous 
endeavour,  to  communicate  all  the  affift- 
ance  in  his  ppwer  for  my  recovery. 

It 
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It  was  a  juft  faying  of  him  who  broached 
this  truth  to  the  world,  that  time  can  only 
be  eftimated  by  the  rapidity  of  human 
events,  and  that  the  man  lives  longeft  who 
pafles  through  the  quickeft  fucceffion  of 
action  in  the  lefs  poflible  given  time.  It  is 
thus  with  hiftory,  or  any  kind  of  written  re- 
cital. But  though  this  rapidity  of  motion 
may  delight  and  flatter  our  love  of  vanity, 
we  muft  at  intervals,  like  the  traveller,  halt 
and  recruit  our  fpirits  on  the  journey  with 
fome  feafonable  and  wholefome  abftraft. 
The  foul  muft  be  fed  as  well  as  delighted. 

What  are  not  the  hiftories  which  cannot 
be  abridged  to  chronicle  report,  and  the 
reader  ftored  with  a  multiplicity  of  events 
ia  a  nut  Ihell  ?  This  will  fatisfy  the  avi-< 
dity  of  our  nature  for  the  rapid  acquire- 
ment of  fad ;  but  we  (hall  foon  be  defirous 
of  obtaining  the  fpring  and  motive  of  hu- 
man a£fcions.  It  is  then  on  the  abftraft  that 
we  muft  paufe,  and  upon  which  we  muft 
recruit  our  exhaufted  fpirits,  too  much  di- 
lated on  the  continual  purfuit  of  novelty. 

5EL- 
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SELF     EXAMINATION. 


o, 


'N  the  third  day  my  wound  fhewed  the 
moft  flattering  figns  of  a  fpeedy  cure 
George.  Cornwall  was  elated— his  heart  ex- 
panded. He  became  the  objeft  of  our 
greateft  commiferation. 

I  had  pafled  in  review  fome  of  the  paft 
aftions  of  my  life.  My  mind,  from  the 
dangers  I  had  efcaped,  had  gained  a  repofe 
which  it  had  never  before  experienced,  and 
which,  perhaps,  was  increafed  by  the  re- 
duced date  of  my  body.  The  mazy  fcenes 
of  youth  had  bewildered  my  fancy,  and  I 
found  myfelf  fpurred  on  to  a&ion  without 
knowing  the  boundary  of  my  wilhes.  I 
now  with  tranquillity  adverted  to  their 
fpring,  took  co.unfel  of  my  heart,  and 
fummoned  up  all  the  vigour  of  reafon 
which  my  youth  was  capable  of. 

My 
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My  confidence  accufed  me  of  indulg- 
ing a  deceitful  attachment  to  Amelia.  I 
had  proceeded  too  great  lengths  without 
the  defire  of  fcrutinizing  that  impulfe  whick 
had  led  me  to  the  admiration  of  her  perform 
My  felf-accufation  was  redoubled  with  re- 
flecting on  the  dangerous  ftate  of  her 
health.  I  confidered  myfelf  as  the  un- 
doubted caufe,  nor  could  I  arraign  that 
hand  with  injuftice  which  had  laid  me  on 
this  bed  of  ficknefs.  The  letter,  which  it 
was  too  vifible  the  aunt  had  contrived  to 
aflertain  the  honour  of  my  motives  in  my 
(edulous  endeavours  to  pleafe  her  niece, 
conveyed  to  my  mind  a  full  conviftion  of 
the  equity  of  her  meafure,  though,  per- 
haps, I  reprobated  the  artifice  of  her  con- 
duct —  nor  was  the  anxious  wifhes  of  the 
father  to  haften  or  to  fee  the  match  com- 
pleated,  animadverted  on  with  that  hafty 
difpleafure  as  I  had  at  firft  confidered* 

To  fee  his  daughter  well  and  richly  con* 
ne&ecrwas  a  natural  and  a  prudent  mea- 
fure ;  and  though  his  fon  George,  my  bo- 
fom  friend,  bad  been  well  acquainted  with 
my  juvenile,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly 

expreffed, 


[     *34     3 

cxpreffed,  infant  engagement  with  Fanny 
Underwood,   he  might  with    equal   pro- 
priety have  been  flattered  with  my  partial 
regard  for  his  lifter,  and,  from  a  matter  of 
friendly  delicacy,  have  forborn  to  animad- 
vert on  my  change  of  affe&ion.     His  na- 
tural vanity,  too,  might  have  inclined  him 
to  view  the  fuperior  pretentions  of  his  filter 
over  a  young  woman  unadorned  with  re- 
fined accomplilhments,  and  thus  have  ex- 
tenuated the  culpability  of  my  conduft  in 
the  preference  I  had  given  her. 

A  debate  of  another  nature  was  now 
paffing  within  me.    I  had  direfted  another  • 
queftion  to  my  heart. 

What  was  the  meafure  I  was  about  to 
adopt  refpefting  Fanny  ?  I  had  traced  her 
thus  fair  in  her  flight — but  in  what  was  mf 
intereft  placed  ?  where  my  view  ?  and 
what  the  profpedt  to  be  derived  from  it  ? 

Great  God  of  juftice  !    I   exclaimed ; 
how  the  indifcretions,  perhaps  crimes,  of 
fome  men  may,  by  the  Ihrewd  eye  of  men- 
tal 
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tal  fcrutiny,  be  proved  to  challenge  their 
own  punifhment  in  this  world  ! 

Another  refle&ion  fhot  acrofs  me,  to 
convince  me  of  the  penal  judgement  in- 
flufted  on  the  violation  of  our  natural  vows. 

Did  not  my  heart,  impreffed  with  the 
magic  power  of  a  fair  face  and  pure  inno- 
cence, proclaim  the  child  of  my  fofter 
nurfe  the  clcSt  of  my  defires  ?  Was  not 
eternal  attachment  fwoan  hy  the  facred  im- 
pulfe  of  natural  paffion  ?  and  (houkl  not 
the  rupture  of  this  fcfemn  tie  be  chaftifed 
'by  its  confequences  ? 

I  bowed  to  the  equity  of  this  decifion  j 
fad  my  retrofpefting  difcefnment  tracing, 
with  unreferved  rigour,  the  enchainment  of 
my  a&ions  to  their  original  fource,  heaped 
Confufion  and  condemnation  upon  me. 

Was  not  my  pride  alarmed  in  th«  con- 
trad  with  Fanny  ?  Did  not  the  prejudices 
of  the  world  avert  this  natural  propenfity  ? 
Did  not  my  admiration  of  Amelia  origin 
tote  from  felf-love,  coveting  the  preference 

of 
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of  this  young  lady  to  the  attention  of  other 
young  men  of  figure  and  fortune,  who  might 
have  been,  had  their  rival  been  removed, 
made  happy  by  her  fanftion  ?  She  faw  I 
admired  —  fhe  flattered,  nay,  favoured  my 
wiihes — a  reciprocal  tendernefs  had  paffed, 
and  before  I  had  maturely  weighed  the  awe- 
ful  confequence  of  engaging  her  affec- 
tions, did  I  not  find  them  riveted  to  mj 
deftiny  ? 

Alas  !  was  not  Amelia  Cornwall  ftretched 
on  her  deafl!  bed,  and  her  murderer  left  to 
mourn  in  anguifh  the  deed  he  had  com- 
mitted, without  the  power  of  atonement  ? 
Could  I  then  queftion  the  divine  juftice 
which  had  raifed  the  hand  of  her  noble- 
fpirited  brother  to  avenge  her  injury,  and 
to  convift  me  witn  the  aweful  condemna- 
tion of  my  own  heart  as  die  caufe  of  his 
family  calamity  ? 

And  were  I  to  turn  my  thoughts  on 
Fanny,  what  a  pang  of  mifery  was  pre- 
pared to  harrow  up  defpair !:  To  fhake  off 
the  hovering  image  of  a  negle&ed,  be- 
trayed lady,  the  mirror  of  beauty,  of  angel 

foftnek 
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fbftnefs,  what  hope  could  illume  my  de- 
je<5ted,  defponding  heart,  that  peace  could 
ever  be  reftored  to  it,  fenfible  of  the  weight  * 
of  its  tranfgrefEon  ?  And  where  the 
fireiigtk  of  my  conftitution  to  difpel  the 
fiirrounding  gloom  ?  Was  there  not  cala- 
mity ftiil  watching  over  me  with  unremit- 
ting guard,  to  drefs  out  another  fcene  of 
tragedy  ?  Would  Fanny  liften  to  renewed 
folicitation,  to  the  renewal  of  a  negle&ed 
vow,  and  £nd  that  renewal  framed  on  a 
deed  of  this  enormity  ?  If  the  fentiments 
{he  had  penned  were  the  genial  offspring 
of  her  fixed  refolution  —  of  unlhaken 
virtue 

Where  my  confolation  here  ?  Could  (he 
not  be  fhaken  by  my  perfeverance,  by  the 
foothing  tongue  of  renewed  addrefles  ? 
The  pliant  heart  of  woman  would,  per- 
haps, turn  again  to  its  favourite  objeft. 
The  votary  of  true  love  would  not  be 
fwayed  by  the  adventitious  evils  which 
long  abfence  might  have  naturally  created. 
Here  was  my  repofe 

But  what  repofe! — —Were  not    my 

hopes       — 
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hopes  reclined  on  a  flander  reed,  which 
the  flighted  blaft  of  fortune  could  fnap 
afunder  ? 

Again  the  pang  fpread  increafiqg  gloom. 

If  Fanny  could  unbend,  and  her  heart 
recover  its  former  tendernefs,  would  not 
her  well-educated  mind  be  ftill  inflexible? 
Could  that  fentimqnt,  which  marked  the 
poliQi  of  a  virtuous  woman,  be  apoftate  to 
her  conduft ? — Doubtful  balance  of  my 
meditation ! 

If  they  were  the  genuine  offspring  of  a 
refined  and  natural  delicate  foul,  how  muft 
they  be  fortified  when  (lie  found  I  had  been 
the  monfter  of  fickle  paflion  in  the  caufe  of 
die  injured  Amelia !  —  Diftrefiing,  piteous 
thought ! 

Wherever  my  fancy  rolled,  the  fcenc 
darkened  upon  me.  But  her  motives, 
fwayed  by  caprice,  perhaps,  I  could  accufe 
her  in  return. 

Ah  !  —  Montauban— Fitz-Moms— and 

under 
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under  the  tuition  of  Mrs.  Gordon  too— 
Conje&ure  found  its  fcope  —  conje&ure 
could  raife  up  an  hydra  of  convidtion. 
And  were  fhe  detected !  My  proud  foul 
j^uift  crufh  the  tender  intercourfe  for  ever. 

Could  1  bring  infidelity  to  theaccount— 
Death  fooner  might  be  welcomed* 

The  fex  for  fever  loft — accurfed — the  re- 
taliation would  only  involve  me  in  deeper 
mifery,  and  the  {haft  of  revenge  turn  ulti- 
mately on  my  own  breaft. 

Scarce  were  thefe  reflections  fublided 
when  Philpot  entered  the  room,  and  in- 
formed me  of  the  difappearance  of  Samuel 
— he  had  ordered  horfes,  and  was  by  day- 
break porting  on  his  road  to  England. 
This  event  caufed  me  much  anxiety.  I 
was  apprehenfive  that  the  affair  with  Corn-^ 
wall  had  given  him  caufe  for  alarm,  and 
that  before  he  could  be  undeceived  in  my 
refolution  to  recover  my  forfeited  claims 
on  his  fitter,  he  was,  perhaps,  retired  with 
difguft,  and  difpofed  to  find  her  out  for  the 

purpofe 
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purpofe  of  fatisfying  her  mind  in  her  re- 
fenjment. 

Philpot  had,  in  his  correfpondence  with 
him,  affured  him  of  my  refolutioBs  to 
marry  his  fitter,  and  had  in  cohfequcncc 
trained  him  up  to  every  fukable  accom- 
pliftiment  to  render  him  on  an  equality 
with  the  connexion — he  had  thus  received 
many  rigid  leffons  of  honour;  and  the  epis- 
tolary correfpondence  of  Philpot  had  re- 
peatedly endeavoured  to  inftil  into  him  the 
firm  principles  of  a  manlike  and  liberal 
condudt.  'His  natural  good  underftanding 
had  readily  comprehended  the  precept,  and 
I  found,  by  his  behaviour  and  converfation; 
that  his  knowledge  of  the  world  and  gen- 
tleman-like ideas  made  him  competent  to 
fcan  and  furvey  the  redtitude  of  my  condufl 
with  hh  filler. 

We  had  reafon  to  entertain  thefe  fenti- 
ments  from  the  fudden  change  I  had 
marked  in  him  when  I  wiflied  him  to  be 
%my  fecond  againft  George  Cornwall.  To 
my  propofition  he  hefitated— his  abfencc 
thus  indicated  a  revolution  in  his  thoughts, 

and 
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and  confirmed  us  in  a  fufpicion  that  he  had 
meditated  a  defperate  adventure. 

The  fituation  of  Fanny  at  Paris  was  well 
known  to  him ;  he  had  correfponded  with 
her,  and  was  we.U  acquainted  with  her  pe- 
culiar fituation  -  the  recent  good  fortune! 
which  fhe  had  experienced  from  Mrs.  Gor- 
don— but  every  other  incident  which  re- 
lated to  her  refolutions  on  my  account  had 
been/  from  motives  of  delicacy,  with- 
held from  him ;  nor  was  he  inftnufbed  in 
my.  partiality  with  Amelia  Cornwall  before 
the  defperate  and  public  method  which  her 
brother  George  had  taken  to  make  it 
known.  Our  fears  were  thus  not  a  little 
heightened  ;  and,  confidering  the  proba- 
bility of  his  meeting  with  Fanny,  who  had, 
no  doubt,  notwithftanding  my  flight  of 
pafiion,  regard  at  the  bottom  of  her  heart, 
lie  might  relate  the  melancholy  fituation 
in  which  he  had  left  me  at  Amiens,  and 
incite  her  feeling  to  a  great  degree  of  dif- 
trefs  :  and  if  the  report  was  fpread  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cornwalls,  Amelia, 
who   might  be   ftill  alive,  would  feci  die 

Vol.  II.  M  ftiock, 
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fiiock,  and  her  diffolution  be  inevitably 
•hastened  by  it. 

Thefe  anxious  thoughts  filled  my  brcaft 
-with  torture— the  doubtful  ftate  of  Fanny 
— the  poflibilky  of  her  being  difcovered 
by  Fitz-Morris  —  and,  to  add  to  the  mea- 
sure of  my  diflrefs,  we  had  notice  of  Mon- 
lauban  having  paffed  through  the  town  in 
his  route  to  England.  He  had  changed 
horfes  at  the  pofthoufe;  but  as  he  did  not 
get  out  of  his  carriage,  he  was  not  recog- 
iiifed — and  it  was  only  through  curiofity  of 
enquiry  after  his  departure  that  his  name 
was  known. 

What  a  ftream  of  oppreffion  did  not  my 
foul  experience  on  the  fcene  which  I  was 
referved  to  fee  the  conclufion  of — to  be 
kept  prifoner  under  it—  the  impoflibility  of 
profecuting  my  journey  for  feveral  days— an 
age  to  a  mind  fo  ftored  with  images  play- 
ing before  me  in  all  the  alarming  colours  of 
complicated  evil  without  the  power  of  rc- 
drefs  Affli&ion  almofl;  dried  my  braia 
to  frenzy. 

Dodlor 
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Doilor  Philpot  had  noted  this  agony  ,♦  ancl 
as  in  the  dejeded  moments  of  our  lives,  we 
acquire  more  true  comfort  from  the  fyrrv- 
pathifing  heart  of  a  friend  than  from  all 
the  lbphiftry  of  elocution  which  can  be  utr- 
tered  to  chace  away  our  griefs  —  I  found 
Philpot  had  approached  my  bed,  and, 
placing  his  hand  on  mine,  he  thus  ad- 
dreffed  me  ; 

"  Edward,"  fays  her  "  a  confiderablr 
u  portion  of  unhappinefs  feems  to  have 
*•  marked  your  outfet  in  life  — this  affec- 
•*  donate  attachment  of  the  too-fenfible 
**  Amelia  will  oppreCs  the  natural  tender- 
**  nefs  of  your  nature.  Your  furprifal  into* 
44  the  engagement  „w ill  caufe  you  majiy* 
**  moments  of  forrow.  Your  triumph  has- 
**  been  noble,  but,  L  fear,,  will  be  followed' 
**  withaffli&ion.. 

**  When  we  aft  fully  up  to  the  admoni- 
*  tions  of  confeience,  all  the  reft  mud  be 
**  left  to  fate,  and  our  manhood  then  muft 
"  fupport  us.in  the  conflict.  Had  you  been- 
"  apprifed  of  any  irregular  condudl  by- 
•f  your  vifits  in  that  family,  you  might  have 
Ma  IC  receded 
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c<  receded  before  the  danger  had  been  cot 
"  lected  againft  you.     I   have  acquitted 
u  you,  in  my  own  mind,  <?f  wilful  mifcon- 
41  du<5t,  and  I  would  have  you,  therefore,. 
14  not  lay  the  confequences  too  ferioufly  to 
44  your  own  heart.     Amelia  was,  from  her 
44  nature,  delicate,  and  extremely  fufcep- 
u  tible.     In  thefe  extremes  of  fenfibility 
44  the  conftitution  muft  trefspafs  beyond  the 
44  jufiifiable  rules  of  female  conduft,  and 
44  a  young  man  may  be  made  a  martyr  "to 
44  the  troubles  of  his  confeience  before  he 
44  has  time  to  confider  of  his  offences. 

41  More  circumftances  confpire  to  render 
44  the  Cornwall  family  true  objc&s  of  our 
*•  fetopathy.     The  father  has  a  heart  too 
*4  proud  to  accept  of  favours  from  the  mi- 
44  nifter,  and  equally  callous  to  the  inter- 
44  ceflions  of  his  fon,  George,  to  get  him 
44  an  appointment  under  government.  He 
44  may  juftly  be  faid  to  have  ruined  his  fa- 
44  mi]y  by  an  over-heated  zeal  for  parli- 
"  amentary  bufinefs-—  facrifieed   all  thofe 
V  ties  which- are  fanftioned  by  nature  to 
44  the  idle  (hrine  of  public  glory.    This 
%5tion  has  reminded  me  of  the  poet, 

4C  though, 
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*'  though,  perhaps,  the  couplet  had  beef* 
* «  written  to  apply  to  another  fenfe  in  npral 
**  ethics : 

*'  Painful  pre-eminence — thyfelf  to  view, 
**  Above  life's  weaknets,  and  iu  comforts  too*. 

€C  Cornwall  had  ftrained  all  his  genius 
«*  to  proclaim  his  talents  to  the  world  aj 
<*  orator  and  fiatefman.  This  vifionary 
*c  pageant  was  fupported  at  an  enormous 
€€  expence.  The  patriot  mud  be  uphekj 
•^  by  independence,  and  he  now  finds  it 
**  was  too  late  to  chace  the  phantom^when 
c*   his  fortune  was  inevitably  ruined. 

€*  The  poet's  couplet,  I. am  afraid>njuft 
m€   now  be  altered  thus  to  agree  with  the 
prefent  ftate  of  my  ruined  friend  :..  . 


€€ 


44  Painful  deprejfion— thyfelf  to  view, 

4*  Below  life's  bkjings,  and  its  comforts  too*. 

*'  I  have  faid  the  pride  of  his  heart  wilt 
€<  not  allow  him  to  aft.  a  favour  from  the 
**  minifter — but  you  fhould  well  under- 
"*c  ft&nd  me,  when  I  mean  to  apply  this 
**  kind  of  pride  to  die  re&itude  of  his  po- 

"  pular 


t  *4<5  1 

*'  pular  conduct  in  the  fenate.  It  wouW 
."  fureLy  look  degrading  and  cowardly  in 
€<  the  extreme  for  a  man,  who  had  been 
"  fteering  between*  the  virulence  of  both 
"  parties  with  manlike  independance  all 
<c  his  lite,  to  receive  a  benefaftion  from 
"  that  party  which  he  had  alternately  ac- 
u  cufed  and  applauded.  He  is,  in  fhorr, 
**  my  dear  Edward,  the  melancholy  ex- 
u  ample  of  a  man  who  has  been  led  away 
*c  all  his  life  by  mi(guided  zeal,  and  the 
u  barren  found  of  popularity.'1 


We  had  written  to  Pans  from  Amiens 
to  have  our  letters  returned.  The  poft 
brought  me  one  from  my  father* 

I  found  that  my  mother  had  cooled  in 
herfriendftiip  for  Lady  Jekyll.  The  great 
comet  of  extravag  :nce,  her  f  m,  was  pointed 
at  by  the  finger  of  contempt.  His  phaeton 
the  higheft — his  purfuits  the  moft  expenfive 
of  town  folly— and  the  lady,  on  whom  he 
was  offering  all  this  incenfe  of  levity,  had 

found 
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found  more  occafions  than  one  to  mention. 
liis  name  with  difguft  to  fcveral  of  her  for- 
mer gallants.     In  this  contemptible  con* 
du6t  of  young  Jekyll  all  my  mother's  hopes 
-were  loft  in  the  favourite  fcheme  (lie  had 
propofed  of  her  daughter's  alliance  in  the 
family ;  and,  with  the  defeat  of  thefe  hopes, 
a  great  portion  of  her  ambition   had  fub- 
fided.    Lady  Dorothy  Murray,  fince  my 
abfence,  had  withdrawn  her  vifits,  and  had 
contrived,  by  the  propagation  of  her  re- 
ports againft  Sir  Simon,  at  once  to  (hew  her 
vanity  and  anger.     The  hiftory  of  my  con- 
nection with  Fanny  had  been  propagated 
in  the  circle  of  our  acquaintance,  and  my 
mother  had  frequent  occafions  to  affert  her 
-own  dignity,  and  fupprefs  her  natural  pride, 
by  exerting  her  fpirit  to  repel  the  intruding 
calumny. 

When  the  mind  is  incited  to  revenge  an 
affront,  it  will  oftentimes  fink  its  own  dif- 
pleafure  in  the  meafure  of  its  refentment— - 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  with 
Lady  Hales.  Her  aunt,  Lady  Dorothy, 
had  taken  no  inconfiderable  pains  to  render 
my  degrading  attachment,  as  ftie  called  it, 
6  public ; 
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public  ;  and,  from  her  own  mortifying  fol- 
lies, (be  had  reufed  the  indignation  of  my 
mother,  who  feemed  difpofed  to  confront 
the  rumour  of  our  acquaintance  with  her 
own  perfonal  fan&ion  of  the  intercourfe. 

•  When  an  objeft  is  found  out  which  cre- 
ates pain,  and  which  objeft  is  deemed  re- 
prehenfible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  far- 
cafm  and  a  ftraincd  detra&ion  is  levelled 
againft  it  to  render  the  party  more  obfti- 
nate  in  the  caufe  :  for  it  is  felf-evident,  that 
the  mod  bitter  of  thefe  pretended  de- 
claimers  entertain,  in  reality,  no  ferious  ab- 
horrence at  theqonduft  of  their  neighbours, 
when  the  flighted  revolution  can  efface 
jfrorfa  their  minds. 

In  Ihort,  my  father's  letter  feemed  to  an- 
nounce that  my  mother  had  relaxed  from 
her  rigid  difapprobation  of  my  attachment 
to  Fanny,  efpecially  as  her  views  had  been 
circumvented  with  the  Jekylls. 
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Le  faux  eft  toujoun  fade,  ennuieux,  languiflant ; 
Mais  la  nature  eft  vraye,  et  d'abord  on  la  fent. 
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ARRIVAL     IN     ENGLAND, 

SEVERAL  days  had  elap(ed  at  Amiens, 
and  I  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  think  of 
my  departure  for  England.  Cornwall  had 
remained  by  my  fide,  and  had  fuppreffed 
his  anxieties  for  the  Ctuation  of  his  fitter, 
by  his  apprehenfions  of  my  own  danger* 
To  paint  the  agony  of  his  mind,  words 
would  be  deficient  of  force.  When  he 
Vol.  III...  B  foun* 
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found  I  had  been  raifed  from  my  bed,  and 
had  received  no  very  material  injury  from 
my  wound,  he  prepared  to  take  his  leave. 
On  the  over-night  before  his  departure,  as 
we  were  engaged  in&  recapitulation  of  our 
paft  incidents, 

«  My  dear  Edward,"  fays  he,  "  Docftor 
"  Philpot  has  explained  to  me  your  fitu- 
"  ation.     The  conflift  you  are  now  ftrug- 
u  gling  with  can  only  be  equalled  by  the 
"  affli&ion  in  my  own  breaft.     I  have  fo- 
"  lemnly  acquitted  you  of   any  wanton 
"  intrufion  on  the  affections  of  my  filler. 
"  The  firmnefs  of  your  foul  has  triumphed 
"  over  the  flattering  incentive  of  youth, 
"  and  I  am  now  taught  to  admire  that 
"  heart  which  has  refigned  an  unfated  em- 
*4  pire  to  the  hazard  of.  an  equal  poflef- 
"  fion.  Your  purfuit  of  the  lovely  Frances 
"-"may  be  ineffe&ual;  and  fliduld  you #  be 
"  deceived  in  the  objedt  of  your  happi- 
«  nefs,  the  error  I  have  been  furprifed    m 
"  into  muft  appear  doubly  odious  in  my  4c 
"  fight.     I  ftiall  leave  you  with  a  fenfe  of     § 
"  injury  which  my  earneft  requeft  of  for- 

"  givenefs 
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*c  givenefs  can  only  make  a  poor  atone- 
€€  ment  for.  I  fliall  leave  you  to  lament 
"  the  raftmefs  of  a  man,  whofe  misfortune 
"  can  only  be  alleviated  by  a  hope  that 
"  his  pardon  is  fincere.  But  how  (hall  I 
"  retire  to  my  home? — Terrible  and  ill— 
c(  fated  moment  to  enter  thofe  doors,  where 
"  diftrefs  and  real  tragedy  have  been  per- 
**  petrated ! 

"  Amelia,  perhaps,  will  be  no  more — 
"  and,  with  the  difordered  mind  of  my 
<f  father  on  the  downfall  of  his  fortune,  all 
*'  my  happinefs  muft  vanifh. 

u  How  muft  I  return  !  To  contemplate 
u  the  agony  of  a  deluded  parent  on  the 
lc  happinefs  of  his  family  ?  To  mourn  over 
**  thfe  bier  of  a  much-loved  fitter  ?• 

4€  But  now  let  me  be.  fraAk,  Edward, 
€\ before  I  depart— before  I  leave  you, 
&  perhaps  never,  never  to  meet  again — let 
"  the  confeffion  be  made  in  fpight  of  the 
\u  pride  of  my  foul.  That  friendfhip 
"  which  I  had  vowed  of  eternal  duration, 
B  2  "I  thought 
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".I  thought  was  degraded  by  your  early 
"  conne&ion  with  Fanny.  From  my  filler 
".I  kept  concealed  the .  fecret  you  en- 
"trufted  me  with;  a'nd  as  you  perfevered 
"  in  your  attention  to  her  perfon,  fo  I  was 
".flattered  with  hopes,  that  the  paflion 
"  which  you  had  conceived,  when  a  boy, 
"  might  be  diffipated  by  the  attractions  of 
"  Amelia.  I  found  my  hopes  daily  ripen- 
"  ing,  and  I  was  equally  elated  with  my 
••  father  at  the  ,profpe&s  of  this  flattering 
u  union. 

4<  I  had  entered  too  deeply  into  the  plot 
"  not  to  be  roufed  to  a  fenfe  of  difappoint- 
"  ment  on  your  change  of  refolution-  My 
"  friendlhip turned  to  revenge;  nor  could 
"  my  proud'  heart  feel  die  (hock  which 
«  that  friendlhip  had  received  till  you  had 
"  felt  the  excefs  of  my  refentment.  I 
"  could  then  liften  to  the  defence  of  your 
"  caufe. 

"  Amelia,  in  the  anger  and  difappoint- 
"  ment  of  my  father,  has  been  falfely  ac- 
«  cufed— She  dies  of  a  broken  heart — her 

«  natural 
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cc  natural  delicacy  and  excefs  of  ten- 
<c  dernefs  rendered  her  unable  to  with-  • 
"  (land  the  ftern  aecufation  of  my  father, 
"  and  your  attachment  —  for  when  (he 
"  found  your  engagement  with  Fanny, 
"  from  that  inftant  (lie  delivered  herfelfup 
"  to  the  melancholy  which  preyed  upon 
"  her,  I  left  her  refigned  in  the  interval 
' <c  of  a  dangerous  fever,  which  had  fixed 
*•  itfelf  on  her  nerves,  and  which  the  phy- 
"  fician  pronounced  incurable,  though  its 
"  termination  was  uncertain." 

• 
I  replied,  "  that  my  misfortunes  were 
"  early  come  upon  me ;  that  it  was  impof- 
cc  ble  for  me  to  reflect  on  our  long  and 
u  early  friendlhip  without  feeling  a  marked 
"  and  deep  affliftion.  That  if  my  for- 
"  givenefs  could  reliev.e  the  anguifti  of  his 
"  mind,  that  forgivenefs  was  unfeigned 
"  and  fincere.  Perhaps  my  punilhment 
"  was  merited — perhaps  theife  was  due  to 
u  the  fufFerings  of  his  lamented  fitter  the 
4S  expiation  which  his  hand  had  infli&ed. 
"  As  my  griefs  were  mingled  with  his 
u  griefs,  I  conjured  him  to  preferve  our 
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ft  fricndfhip  inviolate;  and  that,  on  my 
"  return  to  England,  I  had  an  earned 
"prayer  to  offer  for  my  refpite,  from 
"  anxiety  in  feeing  his  fifter  reftored  to  her 
11  health,  and  his  father  prevailed  on  to 
"  accept  of  fome  remuneration  from  the 
"  minifter." 

After  a  mutual  embrace  we  retired  to  our 
feparate  apartments. 

On  the  morning  George  Cornwall  left 

Amiens  for  England  i  and,  on  the  fecond 

.  day  after  his  departure,  we  fet  off  with  the 

furgeon,  who  accompanied  us  the  greateft 

part  of*  the  road  by  flow  and  eafy  pofts. 

Philpot  was  nearly  cured,  and  I  was  in  a 
fair  (late  of  having  my  wound,  perfectly 
healed  in  a  few  days. 

My  father  had  been  previoufly  prepared 
for  our  return ;  and,  on  our  arrival  at 
Dover,  we  beheld  him  in  hi*  carriage  ready 
waiting  to  receive  us. 

His 
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His  joy  and  anxiety  were  great,  and  he 
Folded  me  in  his  arms  with  the  mod  cx- 
quifitefenfe  of  parental  tendernefs. 

He  had  prepared  the  houfe  at  Boxley 
for  our  reception,  and  his  own  furgeon  had 
accompanied  him  to  Dover.  Lady  Hales 
was  left  in  the  town  houfe,  and  a  plaufible  # 
tale  had  been  fratirtd,  left  her  appreheu- 
fions  might  be  excited. 

No  information  was  received  of -the  def- 
tination  of  Mrs.  Gordon  and  Frances.  At 
Boulogne  we  found  their  route  had  been 
diredted  to  Calais  —  perhaps  they  might 
have  chofe  the  latter  port  for  the  fhortriefs 
of  the  paffage,  or  to  elude  the  purfuit  of 
Fitz-  Morris. 

Our  adventures  had  given  my  father  the 
moft  pathetic  concern,  and  his  mind  feemed 
much  impreffed  with  the  refentment  and 
the  contrition  of  the  unhappy  Cornwall. 

•.     Having  recruited  ourfelves  from  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  journey,  we  judged  it  expe- 
B  4  dient, 
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dient,  after  our  rcfidence  of  a  few  days,  to 
fet  off  for  tpwn.  Our  anxious  defires  to 
difcover  Mrs.  Gordon  and  Fanny  were 
much  increafed ;  but  our  fears  were  much 
fubfided  on  the  certain  knowledge  of  their 
arrival,  and  of  the  proteftion  which  our 
laws  afforded  againft  any  violent  intrufion 
on  the  fide  of  Fitz-Morris.  Herein  wc 
felt  no  alarm — but  our  natural  conjectures 
of  the  poffible  verfatility  of  the  fex  caufed 
our  minds  to  flu&uate  from  apprehenlion 
to  apprehenlion. 

The  pretentions  and  eager  purfuit  of 
Fitz-Morris  —  the  formidable  rival,  Mon- 
tauban — her  premature  flight  from  Paris, 
at  a  time  when  (he  was  apprifed  of  our 
fpeedy  arrival,  and  efpecially  conclufions 
drawn  from  their  knowledge  of  my  inter- 
courfe  with  Amelia  Cornwall,  filled  my 
bread  with  increafing  anguifh. 

1  had  been  nurfed  in  a  rigid  fchool  of 
virtue,  early  taught  the  value  of  that  rec- 
titude of  principle  which  had  led  me  often 
to  take  counfel  of  my  own  heart.    I  had 

now 
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now  every  reafon  to  make  the  ftrongeft  ap- 
peal— accufatio'n  followed,  and,  imprefled 
-with  a  glimpfe  of  the  charming  figure  of 
the  negle&ed  Fanny,  my  heart  feemed  to 
be  re-illumed  with  its  original  impulfe. 
Herein  my  pain  —  Like  the  transient 
glimpfe  of  an  angel  of  adminiftering  re- 
buke, I  confidered  moft  deeply  the  flitting 
(hadow  of  her  perfon  at  Chantilly  as  a 
judgement  to  renew  my  former  attachment. 

To  heap  confufion  and  remorfe  on  my 
infincerity — to  recover  from  my  delufion — 
to  atone  for  the  violence  of  this  facred, 
pure,  and  divine  impulfe  of  primeval  love, 
was  now  my  ardent  hope — I  had  performed 
an  expiation  for  the  deception  of  my  heart 
with  Amelia  —  and  the  fame  expiation 
ferved  to  mitigate  the  feverity  of  felf  con- 
viction on  the  committed  trefpafs  of  neg- 
left  with  the  maid  of  my  heart. 

-     To  forbear  my  foreboding  convi&ion  of 

Fanny's  tranfgreffions  on  the  appearance  of 

her  infidelity,  required  the  firmnefs  of  the 

graveft  phiiofopher.     To  entertain  fenti- 
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ments  of  her  innocence,  flattered  my  foul 
with  the  renovation  of  exquifite  delight. 


-*^"PP"*i 


We  ported  for  town.  On  our  arrival  in 
Harley  Street,  rather  late  in  the  evening, 
we  were  (truck  with  the  appearance  of  a 
firing  of  carriages  in  the  ftreet.  Lady 
Hales  held  her  route  that  evening.  The 
ufual  phantafy  of  my- mother,,  to  flatter  a 
natural  and  prevailing  rage  for  company 
and  eclat i  made  her  ieleS  thofe  evenings  to 
lee  her  friends,  when  Sir  Simon  was  from 
home. 

To  do  her  ladyfhip  juftice,  my  father, 
though  his  humour  flowed  with  as  much 
milk  of  human  kindnefs  as  ever  entered 
the  bread  of  a  mortal,  too  often  carried  in 
his  manner  an  appearance  of  cauftic  disap- 
probation at  thcfe-kind  of  feftivals. 

This,  to  a  woman  of  a  natural  defireto 

govern, 
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govern,  had  always  circumvented  the  plea* 
fore  (he  derived  in  keeping  much  com- 
pany ;  and  it  was  by  a  kind  of  domeftic 
compromife  that  my  father,  perhaps  for 
the  fake  of  greater  harmony,  thought  well 
of  being  feclucfed  from  her  parties. 

In  fhort,  I  had  confidered  our  return  to 
the  town  houfe  entirely  unexpected,  and 
which  I  found  actually  to  be  the  cafe  on 
our  arrival.  My  mother  was  fent  for  from 
the  party,  and,  after havingf*indergone  her 
furprife  and 'alarms  at  my  unexpected  re- 
turn, (he  defired  we  might  .make,  our  ap- 
pearance; which  being  feconded  by  Sir 
Simon,  though  much  fatigued  from  a  re- 
laxed flate  of  health  and  the  journey,  I 
confented. 

.  .  .  • 

-On- our  entry  into  the  room  we  faw  Lady 

Dordthy  Murray  making  up  toi  us,  and, 

with  Ian  unufuah  countenance  of  good  -hu- 

-  mour,  fht  welcomed  me  wer  to  England 

again,  Which  (be*  hoped,  (hsfaid,  was  for  a 

better. purpofe  than  when  I  left  it.    She 

aowpibpofed  a  paityoftardsj  and  begged 
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to  intnxluce  us  to  Lady  Cathnefs  and  bcr 
daughter,  who  were  juft  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  to  whom  (he  was  defirous  of 
lhewing  every  courtefy  in  her  power. 

After  having  made  my  falutation  to 
Lady  Cathnefs,  and  preparing  to  advance 
to  the  daughter,  I  noted  a  vifible  confufion 
in  the  countenance  of  the  latter,  who,  in 
taking  her  feat,  was  fcarce  able  to  recover 
it,  from  an  agitation  which  (he  feemed  to 
make  the  greateft  ftruggles  to  fupprtfs. 
This  confufion  I  attributed  to  youth,  and 
want  of  habit  to  public  company* 

Various  thoughts  at  that  inftant  feemed  to 
take  poffeffion  of  me — the  image  of  Fanny 
rufhed  at  once  into  my  mind,  and  the  traits 
of  this  young  lady  did  not  a  little  ferve  to 
make  the  vifion  more  'real  — a  face  more 
fimilar  my  eyes  could  never  behold.  It 
was  this  apparent  fimilarity  which  ftill  ri- 
veted my  attention— 1  could  have  gazed 
with  a  fixed  admiration  if  I  had  not  been 
interrupted.  The  mother  obferved  my 
rapt  attention— (he  difcourfed  with  me  on 

foot* 
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fome  common- place  obfervations  of  the 
day,  and  of  the  polite  reception  fhe  had 
received  from  our  family,  particularly  from 
Lady  Dorothy,  who  knew  mod  of  her  con- 
nections in  the  county  of  Angus, 

When  I  retired  from  the  ladies  to  join 
fome  young  men  of  my  acquaintance,  who. 
were  waiting  at  a  little  diftance  to  welcome 
my  unexpe&ed  return,  1  Tufpe&ed  my 
heart  was  not  fo  firm  in  its  elections — The 
rigid  difcipline  which  I  had  recently,  im- 
pofed  upon  it  feemed  to  relax  at  this  inftant 
—Every  new  face%  appeared  to  have  its 
empire  over  me— Had  not  my  affe&ion  for 
Fanny  Underwood  been  finally  chofen  as 
the  great  drama  of  my  youth,  to  fee  the 
final  drop  of  the  curtain,  I  fhould  have 
fuffered  my  heart  to  have  wandered  pn  the 
daughter  of  this  Scottish  lady — the  fatal 
confequences  too  of  my  weaknefs  for  Ame- 
lia Cornwall,  whofe  martyred  image  was 
ftili  harrowing  up  my  confidence— all  con- 
fpiredto  turn  my  curious  gazing  eyes  from 
the  exalted  charms  of  the  Angus  beauty. 

I  joined 
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namented  with  bracelets  of  rich  workman- 
fliip — and  her  drefs  throughout  contrived 
to  give  her  the  air  of  fuperior  beauty,  forr 
tune,  and  pretenfions. 

Thus  rapt  in  admiration,  (he  received  an 
eye* of  diftindion,  and  the  palm  of  beauty, 
drefs,  and  elegance,  was  inftantly  given  in 
her  favour. 

The  furrounding  attention  of  the  men, 
old  and  young,  who  were  difputing  the 
'  pleafure  of  being  attra&ed  by  her  perfon, 
(he  received,  with  the  moft  colle&ed  looks 
of  unaffe&ed  grace,  the  polite  affiduities 
which  the  furrounding  croud  feemed  dif- 
pofedLto  (hew  her. 

Envy ,  I  thought,  was  burfting  from  the 
hearts  of.  her  fex,  while  my  own  would 
have  willingly  thrown  themfelves  at  her 
feet  to  receive  the  fevereft  mandate  (he 
could  have  propofed,  as  a  proof  of  their 
willing  admiration* 

In  fliort,  this  Scotch  girl  had  fo  much 

intereft 
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intereft  in  my  curiofity,  that,  approaching 
to  my  mother  and  Lady  Dorothy,  I  was 
defirous  of  colle&ing  more  of  her  hiftory* 

Lady  Dorothy,  met  my  folicitens  en- 
quiry, and,  with  equal  avidity,  gave  me 
to  underftand,  that  Lady  Cathnefs  was  one 
of  the  richeft  ladies  in  the  county  of  An- 
gus ;  that  her  fuite  and  equipage  were  pe- 
culiarly noticed  as  the  moft  fplendid  in 
town,  and  that  (he  had,  no  doubt,  taken 
up  her  refidence  in  London  as  a  proper 
place  to  make  her  pretentions  to  family  and 
fortune  better  known  among  the  nobility, 
to  find  a  fuitable^natch  for  her  daughter. 

€t  Naw,  my  lad/'  (he  continued  in  her 
native  dialed,  which  was  as  immutably  ra- 
dicated in  her  nature  as  her  great  partiality 
to  her  dear  Scotland  itfelf,  €€  if  you  wull 
"  but  luck  bonny  and  gude  natured,  her 
<c  laudyfliip  wull,  perhaps,  dau  us  the 
u  haunour  of  a  faamily  cauneftion.  But 
"  if  yau  have  naw  pride  and  glory  in  your 
"  hert  to  fpur  you  up  the  burn  of  hau- 
cc  nour,    you  had  better  afk  naw   mare 

u  queftions, 
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•*•  queftions,  but  follow  your  auld  law- 
€€  iand  knawtions  of  marrying  awl  for  love 
€€  of  a  pawr  country  barn.'9 

Sir  Simon  now  approached  us  with  the 
Do&or 

."  Edward/'  fays,  he,  "  1  would  not  fare 
€€  you  ftay  long  in  the  room — you  lock 
"  fatigued,  my  boy,  and  not  fo  well  as  1 
€*  could  wifh-J- retire,  and  get  an  .early  reft, 
<c  and  we  will  difcourfe  more  of  the  pretty 
c«  girl  of  Angus  to-morrow.  Lady  Doro- 
u  thy  here,  in  the  interim,  ftiall  extol  your 
"  guie  qualities,  (imitating  her  dialed 
"  with  his  ufual  pleafantry)  and  cndea- 
"  vour  to  fee  you  at  laft  made  a  convert 
"  to  a  Scottifh  union/* 

The  truth  was,  I  was  really  much  agi- 
tated in  my  fpirits,  and  which,  perhaps,  the 
reduced  ftate  of  my  body  did  not  a  little 
increafe. 

I  was  glad  to  accept  the  proposition,  and 
was  preparing  to  retire  with  the  Do&or  at 

the 
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the  inftaftt  Lady  Cathnefsfs  carriage  was 
announced.  I  was  fafcinated  to  remain  in 
the  room  till  the  ladies  rofe  from  their 
party. 

They  traverfed  the  room— I  bowed  as 
they  paffed— and  they  left  the  company 
with  the  admiration  of  every  eye.  The 
conversation  was  almoft  general  on  the 
well-bred  eafe  and  fine  face  of  the  young 
lady ;  and  when  I  retired  to  my  room,  her 
form,  with  that  of  Fanny,  were  alternately 
occupying  my  thoughts  till  the. appearance 
of  broad  daylight.  . 

I  fell  into  a  flumbeF— what  immeafura- 
blej;  what  indifcribable  blifs  ! —  what  a  pa- 
radifeof  rapture  hacj  winged itfelf  aver  my 
roving  ffenciesl— ^- 1  awaked— r the  ecftflfy 
was  vanilhipg— I  could  nor  part  with  it— 
I  endeavoured  to  recall  the  pleafing  images 
of  fleep— to  arrapge  the  Mattered  and-  flit- 
ting obje&s  which  had:  hovered  over  :my 
rapt  foul—  to  embody  the  tranfe.  of  ftich 
vaft  and  unfpeak&ble  delight. 

The 
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The  fair  form  of  the  Angus  maid  had 
been  portrayed  to  my  vifion  as  the  feraph 
of  my  early  firft  love.  The  little  Fanny 
had  afiumed  the  empire  of  beauty,  and 
had  taken  captive  the  hearts  of  all  my  fa- 
mily and  friends  —  the  abhorred  prejudice 
of  a  difproportionate  union  had  been  raa- 
quifhed  by  the  general  claim  which  ftc 
had  laid  to  fuperior  beauty,  grace*  and  the 
other  flattering  decorations  of  female  glory. 
The  approbation  of  all  my  family,  of  all 
the  world,  the  urtrivalled  beauty,  terreftrial 
excellence  of  Fanny  had  affigned  to  mc 
the  privilege  of  a  fupreme  high-favoured 
mortal  in  receiving  her  under  this  universal 
fanftion. .  Thus  the  daughter  of  Lady 
Cathnefs  was  made  the  affociate  of  my 
vifionary  rapture.  Unfpeakable  delight! 
The  nuptial  ceremony,  celebrated  with  the 
fplendid  pomp  of  my  father's  expanfion  of 
foul  in  his  hofpitable  country  manfion— 
there  heightened  to  the  mod  exquifitc  fenfe 
of  angel  ecftafy,  I  faw  the  nymph  approach 
the  altar  like  a  defcending  fpirit  of  con- 
iummating  blifs.  Now  the  fibftng  vifion 
tranfported  me  to  the  crouded»all  of  fef- 
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tivity,  where  every  face,  beaming  with  the 
chearful  and  applauding  (miles  of  friend- 
fhip  and  content,  hailed  mt  the  mod  fa- 
voured, the  moft  fortunate  of  men.  The 
fcenc  here  fhifted  to  a  fucceffion  of  more- 
deeply  impreffed  ecftafy — but  I  awoke, 
and  the  paradife  was  diffipating  as  the 
ftrength  of  returning  reafon  dawned  upon 
me — but,  oh,  how  greatly  difproportionate ! 
I  turned,  jny  head  on  the  pillow,  and  in- 
voqued  the  god  of  fleep  to  recall  his  magic 
power  —  but,  no ;  my  waking  fenfes  had 
ulhered  other  thoughts  tt^my  mind — The 
anxious  troubles  of ,  ifV  life  were  now 
arranging  their,  gltoniy  centraft.  The 
fate  of  Fanny,  'tis  true,  had  taken  poffef- 
flon  of  my  heart ;  but,  from  the  ftrong  im- 
bofs  which  the  dream  had  left  upon  me,  I 
was  more  fpurred  on  to  fee  again  the  face  of 
Mifs  Cathnefs,  than  to  trace  the  flight  of 
the  latter. 

We  heard  of  their  arrival  at  .Dover, 
where  they  had  pafied  themfelves  as  mar- 
cbands  des  modes,  and  had  taken  a  chaife 
for  London ;  but  as  the  diftance  of  time 

had 
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had  been  fomevvh^t  confiderable,  more  than 
a  fortnight  having  paffed  without  gaining 
any  intelligence  of  their  fituation,  it  feemed 
difficult  to  undertake  a  difcovery. 

I  rung  the  bell,  and  Peter  entering  the 
room,  I  defired  him  to  enquire  if  Doftor 
Philpot  was  ftirring,  and  to  beg  him  to  give 
me  as  early  a  meeting  as  poffible  to  en- 
quire after  theobje&s  of  our  purfuit. 

He  foon  returned  with  the  Doftor,  who, 
approaching  the  fide  of  my  bed;  and  telling 
me,  that  having  juft  parted  with  Samuel,  he 
had  heard  fome  favourable  account  of  Fanny 
and  Mrs.  Gordon,  which  he  did  not  mean 
to  impart  till  fuch  time  as  ie  had  communi- 
cated to  me  his  plan  of  introdu&itin  to  them. 

It  was  refolved,  therefore,' that  he  (hould  • 
firft  fee  Fanny,  and  enter  into  a  fcrutiny  of 
her  condudt,  which  had  caufed  our  alarms 
on  the  Paris  bulinefs.  That  if  he1  found 
there  was  the  -lead  reafon  •  to  fufpedt  her 
levity,  my  honour  could  not  allow  of  my 
renewing^  the  foiemn  ties  I  had  othenvife 
bound  myfelf  to. 

The 
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The  impreffion  I  haxi  received  from  the 
daughter  of  Laxly  Cathnefs  being  fo  inti- 
mately interwoven  with  th6  tender  rememr 
brance  of  Fanny,  I  could  not  enter  into 
any  compromife ;  and  I  petulantly  infilled 
on  the  Doftor  informing  me  of  the  fpot 
they  we*e  to  be  found  in. 

* c  Nd,  Sir/'  fays  he ;  "  I  aim  refolved  to 
€  c  bethe  guardian  oFyour  honour*  The  facri- 
€€  fice  which  you  have  fo  nobly  performed', 
"  for  the  lake  of  this  young  woman,  de-  - 
"  mandsj  on  her  fide,  the  moft  fatisfa&ory 
"  proofs  'of  her'  own  virtue.     Have  you  • 
46  not  torn  yourfelf  from  the  arms  of  a 
*'  mod    amiable  lady,    ready  to  beftow 
4*  upon  you  every  return  of  human  feli- 
"  city — and  was  not  your  partiality  to  her  * 
"  the  natural  confequence  of  long  abfence 
£i  frcto-the  firfcotyeft  of  your  aflfe&ion  ? 

*€  Wherein;  your  trefpafs  ?~not-in  your 
«  regard  for  the  lovely  Amelia" 

I  here  'interrupted  him — <c  How  is  this 
€'€  horrid  fcene  terminated  ?  —Recall  not 

"  my 
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€€  my  tendemefs— the  remembrance  is  in- 
cc  fupportable  —  I  dread  to  know  the  ftate 
"  of  that  family.** 

"  Amelia  is  not  dead/*  he  replied. 
"  Her  brother  is  returned,  and  has  already 
€t  been  to  enquire  after  your  health.  He 
€(  muft,  doubtlefs,  believe  your  engage- 
"  ment  is  finally  cancelled,  unlefs  a  par- 
"  rial  fondnefs  returned  upon  you  to  en- 
€€  courage  you  to  renew  your  tendernefs 
"  for  Amelia  —if  not,  you  have  the 
<c  ftrongeft  and  moft  honourable  motives 
€€  to  forget  your  connexion  in  the  Cora- 
"  wall  family. 

"  No,"  he  Continued.  "  Fanny  Un- 
"  derwood  muft  give  the  deareft  teftimony 
€t  of  her  unfhaken  regard— (he  muft  beal- 
"  ready  undeceived  in  your  attachment  to 
"  Mifs  Cornwall ;  therefore  your  honour 
"  muft  infift  ort  the  firmeft  proof  of  her 
"  invariable  affe&ion." 

But  a  more  formidable  reafon  for  a  pre- 
vious 
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Yious  \dfit  to  my  fiftcr  and  the    young 
Frances  prefents  itfelf. 

<«  Lady  Cathnefs" 

«  Ah !"  I  exclaimed — "'  and  what .  of 
«  her? 

*<  Her  daughter" 

He  now  fixed  his  eyes  upon  mine,  artf, 
with  a  long  paufe,  feemed  to  pervade  the 
inrtioft  recefles  of  my  foul.  "•       , 

44  Your  father,  Edward,  is  waiting  fpr 
**  you — it  is  far  advanced  in  the  day— 
44  Lady  Dorothy  is  now  atbreakfeft  with 
4€  them.  ^ 

<c  Lady  Cathnefs  has  fnade  enquiries 
"  after  your  health.  Perhaps  you  may 
4€  find  your  vifits  in  that  family  not  uij- 
€€  welcome;  fo,  at  leaft,  Lady  Dorothy 
4£  feems  to  infinuate.  Should  the  conduft, 
44  then,  of  Fanny  be  arraigned  in  the  af- 
44  fair  of  Fitz-Mprris* '  or  the  fon  of  the 

Jql.  III.  C  "  Count 


C    *6    } 


>. 


**  Count  dc  Montauban,  ybu  hate  a  .&ir 
4€  claim  to  ;cntcr  Upon  a  frefh  engage 
*'  moot." 

*  A  firdh  engagement  !■"  I  replied— 
*  \yith  wfcona,  Doctor  J" 

<c  Wkh^edaw^terofl^dyCathncls. 

**  You  Jmc  a  "ftrang  advbeate,  I   allure 

f*  youx  in  Ait  .quarter.     JLady  Dorothy 

'•**  hastal^n-1^rbreikfefticre^ismoriun| 

.   £€  to  propofe  jthe  overtures*     Her  infepar 

*4<  rable  partiality  to  tier  dear  narioji,  in- 

*€  clines  her  to  negotiate  this  union  wkk 

/*  the  greatdt  vehemence.* 

Sir  Simon  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  thk 
family  Ixx  Harley  Street,  and  finding  thefe 
perfons  of  rank  and  figure,  had  defired  Lady 
Porothy  to  vifi*  them ;  and  as  he  hacl  re- 
%  ceived  fuch  favotirable  reports  of  their  fa- 
piily  a#d  pretentions,  he  had  made  a  point 
<of  (hewing  them  every  djftinftion  of  cjvi- 
*^ity  in  his  p6\v$r, 

«  The  a&ive  cjefire  of  Lady  D6rotby, 
6  "w 
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**  to  unite  her  family  with  her  favourite 
**  north-country  kauneSionsy  you  may  he 
**  fure,  is  a  flrong  reafon  why  (he  has  con* 
04  descended  to  enter  into  a  conciliatory 
**  plan  with  your  family ;  and  efpecially 
**  as  yoor  father  was  heard  to  pais  many 
f4  encomiums  on  the  beauty,  and  iaccom* 
?*  pliftimcms  tff  the  daaghtacr.  Lady 
*c  'Hales  *lfo  is  much  mdinfed  to  (hew 
*«  them  every  couctefy  inher  power,  hav* 
*c  ing  this  morning  ordered  her  carriage, 
<€  in  company  with  Lady  Dorothy,  to  in- 
*c  troduce  jour  fiftcr,  "Sophy,  :as  her  com- 
*c  paiiion  and  friend/* 

•  Since *thfe  difaffeftidn  of  iLady  flales 
^ith  Lady  Jekyil,  my  mother,  I  thought j 
*would  namrdly  fee  iMlincd  to  cherilh  her 
prevailing  ^um  for  company  and  Splendid 
•appearance,  and  thus,  mafae  fomefrefh  ac- 
quaintance ;  therefore  k  was  not  unlikely 
but  that  Lady  Oathnefs  and  her  daughter 
would,'  as  having  engaged  the  public  no* 
fice,  he  doubly  acceptable  to  her  vanity. 

-  The  drfcam  fe  recent  in  my  mind,  J  fete 
r      ;  Q  z  a  can- 
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a  convi&ion  from  the  Do&or's  argument. 
The  name  of  Lady  Cathnefs  and  her  beau- 
tiful daughter  raifed  in  me  a  fympathy 
which  words  are  not  powerful  enough  to 
convey  a  defcription  of —it  had  taken  pof- 
fefiion  of  my  foul ;  and  though  I  was  tor- 
mented with  various  conflicts  which  human 
intelligence  could  not  affert  or  digeft  into 
any  rational  order  for  ^  my  future  govern- 
ment, I  found  a  repofe  and  inward  fatis- 
fa&ion  when  they  were  mentioned. 

To  add  to.  the  ftrorig  intereft  which  I 
had  received  on  their. account,  the  Doftor 
informed  mc  that  the  ladies  had  received 
an  invitation  to  a  route,  which  was  to  be 
given  on  the  night  .following  at  Lady 
Champignion's,  and  that  Sir  Simon,  Lady 
Hales,  my  fitter  Sophy,  and  Lady  Doro- 
thy, were  to  be  there. 

From  the  invitation  and  cards  to  be 
ient>  it  was  expe&ed  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
fafhionable  and  mod  brilliant  which  the 
town  had  experienced  for  feveral  years. 
Every  amufement  was  expe&ed  to  be  pro- 

pofed 
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pofed  by  her  ladylhip— cards,  dancing,  and 
an  elegant  collation. 

At  the  idea  of  revifiting  the  fair  fpirit  of 
my  extatic  dreams— *-to  unite  in  the  perfon 
of  MifsCathnefs  all  that  my  heart  could 
hold  dear  and  highly  prifced  —  the  fem- 
blance  of  Fanny  Underwood — the  fan&iou 
of  parents,   friends,  and  all  the  world- 
whatever  ambition  or  the  moft  romantic 
fancy  could  fuggeft,   all  centered  in  tliis 
elyfium  object — How  difproportionate  my 
other  former  ties  with  the  fex !  —  A  pang 
of  corifcieiice  might  be  uttered  for  the  fat© 
of  Amelia  Cornwall,  but  the  prefent  trans- 
port of  my  heart  chided  all  other  rempa-s  - 
ftrance— and,  with  Fanny  Underwood,  I 
could  have  hanifhed  the  latent  wiflies  I  had 
chertfhed,  if  the  Doftor  had  continued  •  his 
rhetoric  with  the  fame  efficacy. 


I  had  dreffed  myfelf,  and  entered  the 

bxeakfaft  room  —there,  to  my  utter  afto- 

C  3  nifhment, 
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Aifhment,  I  beheld,  for  once  in  my  life,  a 
perfed:  family  pifture  of  harmony  —  Old 
Lady  Dorothy  in  high  fpirits — Lady  Halev 
giving  orders  to  her  maid  for  the  appear- 
ance of  her  mantua  maker  to  aker  a  fuit 
of  clothes  for  the  enfuing  ball— Sir  Simon 
delighted  in  feeing  me  fo  ftefh,  from  my 
recent  misfortune,  and  the  event  of  die 
over-night, 

"  Edward,  your  looks  have  acquired 
H  frelh  animation.  It  ir  reported  tho 
u  -daughter  of  Lady  Cathnefs  attra&ed 
*•  your  notice  all  the  time  you  ftaid  in  the) 
*'  room.  You  wiB  havf  no  duel*  on  he* 
1  u  account,  my  dear  boy ;  for  Lady  Don* 

*  thy  fays,  that  her  beauty  and  attra&ioa 
*•  are  more  tranfcendant  than  any  Venus  of 
u  delight  you  ever  beheld  j  and  if  you  are 
"  fo  rafh  as.  to  accompany  us  to  Lady 
41  Champignon's,  that  another  gas&e  will 
<f  remove  at  fuch  a  diftance  the  haranx  of 
u  your  former  gallantry,  thai  your  affec* 
if  tions  will  become  perfedlly  frigid  at  the 

*  retrofpedh  No  other  woman  upon  earth 
•'■  will  be  eve*  fit  to  tight  the  torch  of 

*  hymen 
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f  hymen  after  the  Angus  luWipa^iias^^f- 
cf.  appeared  :  therefore^  Edwjajrd,  if  ycjijj; 
*5  fxt^d  yourfelf  bold'eabugh  toftrgetyoor'. 
**  former  gallantries;  and  triumph  iti  tfce- 
*?  prefene  moment  Latfy  Dorothy  fays  (he.. 
•5  will  undertake  t^  ftrey  ypu*  way:  over: 
**  with  flowers* 

&£D y  D^jroTiavl  **-  Gamy,  tjfotfJL  apefc 
**  I  wtiH^  nfy  dear  child*  But  I  am  afaudf 
**  Edward  is  nae  bauld  en&ugh  to  ftand* 
**  firxqr  wheq  his  h*rt  is:  toy^haL  If  he 
•f  will  propwfe  m(5L  to  ljkve  apd  to  ^auld 
cf  tKeforlady-c^ 

€C  (hilly  fhallyihg  froiu  o^e- bonny  lais  to 
cr  another;  I  wiU  undertake,  before  we  go 
•*  to  Ladjr Champignion^s  bali,  to  engage 
€€  him  the  fineft  girl  for  his  partner  in  au 
*t  North***  South  Britain. 

€t  Au  the  na|fbility  and  firft  gentry  wull 
g*  be  invited,  jand  I  wull  auncer  for  it* 
u  there  wull^not  be  a  perfbn  in  the  room, 
"  but  would  wifli  themfelves  in  his 
'*  brogues/*  - 

C  ±  This 
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This  broad  and  rather  courfc  humour  of 
her  lady  (hip  made  no  great  impreffion  oii~ 
my  resolution.  I  filendy  received  theft 
chearfulnefs ;  and  giving  my  bare  aflent  to 
accompany  them  to  Lady  Champignibn*i 
ball,  turned  the  difcourfe  to  the  viCt  of 
young  Cornwall. 

The  carriage  was  ready — The  ladtcs  now 
arofe. 

Sir  Simon,  revetting  to  George  Cornwall, 
fitid,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  make  the' 
fulleft  atonement  for  the  defperate  revenge 
he  had  made  on  your  life. 

Before  he  had  received  my  letter  on  the 
unfortunate  accident  at  Amiens,  George 
Cornwall  had  reached  Harley  Street—had 
flung  himfelf  at  my  father's  feet,  whofe  ge- 
nerous foul,  after  he  found  the  life  of  his 
fon  was  out  of  danger,  commiferated  the 
defperate  date  of  his  mind. 

When  Mr.  Cornwall  had  found  I  was  fet 
iff  for  France  —  his  daughter  uegk&ed— 

tta 
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ti*e  ruined  date  of  his  fortune— the  little 
efficacy  of  his  political  fyftem,  in  which  he 
had  been  unweariedly  engaged  for  a  feries 
of  years" — all  his  proje&s  circumvented— 
aod  being  of  a  natural  fanguinary  temper, 
he  had  not  muttered  fufficient  philofophy 
to  contend  with  his  affli&ions.  In  the 
tempefi  of  his  mental  agitation,  he  had 
loaded  me  with  execration  in  the  prefence 
of  his  fon ;  and  certain  animating  ex- 
preffions  of  refentment  having  efcaped 
him,  George  had  confidered  himfelf  as  the 
avenger  of  the  conceived  injury  done  to  his 
fifter. 

In  fhort,  Sir  Simon  had  refumed  his  for-' 
irifr  friendlhip  with  the  family;  and  old 
Cornwall  having  acceded  to  certain  mea- 
fures  propofed  by  him,  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  his  redeeming  fome  mortgages;, 
and  fecurbg  his  political  independancy. 

Amelia  too  had  languifhed  of  a  nervous 

fever,  perhaps  not  fo  much  occafioned  by 

Che  difappointment  ftie  had  received  from 

C  £  mc, 
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me,  as  from  die  unhappy  contention  and 
difbrfs  which  had  prevailed  in  the  family . 
Her  complaint  was  dangerous,  but  not  a* 
pe&ed  to  be  immediate. 


t#t 
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This    BALL 


HOUGH  I  entered  the  room  rafter 
^arly,  Lady  Hales,  Lady  Dorqdiy,  my 
lifter  Sophia,  and  Sir  Simon|,had  arrived 
before  me.  Lady  <}athne#and  the  para- 
gon of  perfedion,  wepe'not  come.  Lady 
Dorothy  had  engaged  me  to  dance  a  mi- 
tnuet  in  turn  ^ith  her.  It  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  young  iady,  arid  with  the 
-willing  fandbion  of  her  mother.'  Thefwei- 
#ng  expectation  in  my  heart  tncreafed  with 
her  tardy  arrival;  *  Every  beautiful*  face 
which  entered  the  room — every*  nodding 
plume  —  every  announce  on  the  door's 
opening,  caufed  my  breaft  to  throb  with 
unufual  alarms.  - 

Fair  faces  I  had  feen,  and  the  habit  of 

€6itipiany  muft  have  fitertced  all  the  fiutter- 

C  6  in* 


ing  feels  of  novelty  —  why  therefore  the 
daughter  of  Lady  Cathnefs  fbould  caufe 
the  perturbation  ?  —  I  began  to  fuipeft  this 
was  the  firft  moment  I  ever  experienced 
the  genuine  order  of  pure  love — all  other 
impreffions  from  the  (ex  feemed  flat,  and 
inanimate  to  the  prefent.  Fanny  Under- 
wood— a  felf-accufaition  for  a  moment  fup? 
preffed  the  tranfeendance  of  this  newobjed 
—•but  there  was  a  dawning  within  my  foul 
that  the  proof  of  hen  infidelity  might  be 
confirmed  by  Philpot.  In.  this  cafe  there 
was  no  need  to  coafult  my  heart  farther— 
the  partial  choice  would  have  been  placed 
finally  in  favour  of  Mifs  Caihnefs* 

Several  officers  of  the  guards  now  tnado 
their  appearance,  and  in  the  gtoupe  I  notei 
young  Jekyll — bis  face  fcarce  recognizable 
— incafed  in  the  raging  red-hot  fafhion  of 
the  day>  the  well-known  cape  had  eclipfed 
a  great  portion  of  his  phiz  — while  the 
ftriped  and  party-coloured  muflin  cravat, 
extending  two  inches  beyond  the  chin, 
feemed  to  conceal  a  monftrous  craw  under 
it;.    I  w^s  difpofed  to  be  cenforious ;  but 

calling 


[    37    3 

calling  my  eyes  upon  his  picked- toe  (hoe* 
it  brought  to  my  mind  a  fimUar  drcfs  in  the 
time  of  one  of  our  Edwards,  tf hen  the 
i>eaax  wore  thofe  ta  a  more  immoderate 
length,  wkh  chains  which  Heached  to  the 
middle  of  the  body.  Thia  retrofpeQ:  ra- 
ther reconciled  me  to  his  appearance,  espe- 
cially as  my  own  drefs  was  not  many  de- 
grees under  the  extremity  of  his ;  and  the 
youth  feemed  highly  delighted  with  his 
perfon  and  toilet* 

He  made  up  to  me— w  D- d  glad  to 

4  fee  you  returned,  Hales  —  D»  d 
4€  good  bet  at  Brooked  propofed— odds  in 
*'  your  favour  that  you  carry  off  the  Scotch 

44  prize — D <L  ftrong  party  made  up 

"  to  fee  Lady  Cathnefs  and  her  daughter 

44  bravura  it  tonight — d d  good  ftroke 

44  your  coming  over  from  France  in  fuch 
♦ 4*  a  hurry  —  d-  d  fenfible  old  q uoz  of 
44  an  aunt,  Lady  Dorothy,  to  put  y*u  on 
"  the  fcent  — -d  ■  d  fight  of  difpatches 
44  gone  to  Brighton — all  the  pinks  will  be 

"  after  her  in  a  few  days — d d  good— 

ff  op*  be  hasn't— yes,  he  had— certainly 

44  not 


<*  not—  bcoach'd  this~  precluded  Aat— 
«*  da&'d  here— difhed' him  up  there"— 
and  with  a  firing  of  all-  the  town  phrafes 
*f  the  young  gigs  in  high  life,  he  run  on ' 
with  a  vohibility,  which  convinced  racof 
his  being  the  infipid  mimic  of  the  fooltih 
boys  who  lounge  away  their  lives  in.  town 
feBies. 

But  his  oaths,  his.  ftile  of  fwearing,  fb 
unlike  his  celebrated  original,  that  his 
energy  foon  convinced  his  hearers,  that  he 
wasr  one  of  thofe  tame  and  cafily-plucked 
pigeons  that  would  come  wkh  any  lure— 
and  this  I  found  td  be  the  cafe ;  for,  turn- 
ing my  hand  to  one  of  his  gayly-drefled 
companions,  I  found  he  had  been  juft  ad- 
mitted to  the  club,  in  hopes  of  his  (baring 
genius  taking  a  turn  for  a  more  noble  and 
confpicuous  fpecies  of  imitation.  The 
icheme  had  fuccecdcd ;  for  my  old  friend; 
in&ftfr  Billy,  inftead  of  difhing  others,  was 
in  the  lair  way  of  bong  dHhed  up  himfel£ 

The  door  now  opened — LadyCath- 
**&  was  announoed^flie  entered— the  fiury 

priaeds 
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pfitiCds  of  my  enraptured  dream  was  re* 

•lifcd* 

•  Her  figure  fimilar  to  a  painting  of  Hers* 
fktta,  Charles's  wife,  by  Vandyke— with 
more  feftned  elegance— more  fancy— her 
ringlets  garntfhed  with  a:  coloured  powder* 
with  a  loofe  fimpUcky  falling  on  her  neck 
*-*her  robe  of  muflin,  fpangled  with  vari- 
egated foil —her  ceftus  the  fame,  but  richly 
adorned  wkfr  fpoeted  gold.  Thus  attired* 
wkh  fteps  as  fight  as  Gofiamer,  (he  ad- 
vanced to  the  lady  of  the  houfa 

To  cull  the  mod  beautiful,  the  mod 
graceful  forms  from  nature,  feems  to  have 
keen  a  talk  referred  for  the  prefent  age— «- 
Iiow  difficult  the  choice  I — U  vrais  n'tft  pas 
toujour*  U  beau—1%  an  expieffion  of  the 
celebrated  critic  of  Louis  XIV.  How 
ftmngly  this  applies  to  drefs — beauty  is  not 
akvays  found  in  trntb.  Though  nature  is 
truth,  nature  muft;not  always  be  imitated. 
K  he  ringlet  floating  on  the  nock  of  a  lovely 
fr:<  "}f9  fele&ed  from  the.  various  forms  of 
Staple  unadorned  nature -#*  the  arrange- 

ment 
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mcnt  of  the  drapery  —  the  Hne  of  beauty 
ever  preferved  by  the  diftinguifhing  eye  of 
the  connoifleur — herein  is  difcoverable  true 
tafte,  real  elegance  — -  herein  is  found  the 
genius,  the  delicate  fenfe  of  the  fex— to  . 
know  where  to  decorate — where  to  reveal- 
where  to  be  exuberant  in  fancy— where  fo 
expofe  fimplicity  of  nature — what  form 
pleafes — what  reprefentatioa  k  allowed — to 
watch  with  flulful  difcernment  the  caprice 
of  the  men  —  to  unrobe,  of  to*  deveHop 
where  reafon  approves,  where  cuftom  jot 
tifies— iven  gefture  confidered,  though  no* 
feemingjy  ftudied,  to  impart  delight. 

There  is  a  harmony  in  words,  motion*  . 
look,  and  drefs,  of  a  fenfible  woman,  yhea 
(he  wiflies  to  impart  pkafure ;  and  where 
that  exquifite  talent  is  difcovered,  the  har- 
mony is  always  found  foftr idly  correfpoad- 
ing  with  nature,  of  fuch  an  univerfalinfiu- 
enee,  that  the  nien,  though  various  in  their 
modes  of  admiration,  are  never  dubious  in 
this — they  give  their  fall  unlimited  con- 
fent — the  wreath  of  fuperior  charms  to  the 
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female  who  has  difcovercd  this  arcana  cf 
delicious  preference. 

ttow  careful,  how  fedulous  then  (hould 
beautiful  females  be  ip.  this  fo  ftriking  an 
effential  to  attradt  the  admiration  of  th$ 
men?  — Herein  is  centered  every  virtue 
which  can  be  found  inherent  in  their  na- 
ture —  To  fix,  to  attach  the  men  to  their 
charms — this  truly  fublime  and  exalted 
cBarafter  muft  be  produced  by  refinement 
—education,  the  fineft  polifti  which  can  be 
imparted  to  the  female  mind— a  po!ift>V 
which,  before  it  can  fhine'  with  tranfeen- 
dant  luftre,  imift  expel  the  drof9,  the  in- 
trinfic  alloy  —  The  mind  muft  be  perfectly 
pure  before  it  can  receive  this  height  of 
finifhing.  Virtue  and  native  grace  muft  be 
the  bafis  of  this  work — on  this  all  the  out-: 
ward  perfections  of  the  body  are  elevated* 
Virtue  imparts  a  moft  exquifite  delight  to 
the  gazing  eye — all  the  actions— the  move* 
ments  of  the  body  accord  with  this  hea- 
venly fpring  of  the  female  fex — She  who 
pofTeffes  this,  knows  the  chafte  difference  ' 
between  inanimate  pudor  a?td  flippant  for- 

wardaefe. 
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^ardncfs*.  Refined  aad  w^ltpolUhed, well* 
educated  minds,  imprefied  with  the  delicate 
fenfe  of  virtue,  have  difcovered  that  fupei> 
lative   mediums     They  have  taught  the- 
^oifterous  paflions  of  the  other  for,  where 
rfj«  real  center  of  true  blifsr  h  to  be  found*- 
Tt^y.  ca^  reveal,  yet  concealr- inipart^  ycc 
EQfraifv-rature  with  fuperior  faftioA,  yet 
jrefBrv?  their  active  gr^ee— *lifpl?y.  theif 
j^iUj  talents,  vario^is  aecompUftiments,  ye$ 
never  jtfjpflateby  their  unrivalled es;cellea*f 
<$res,    It;  is  wt  th^  retir^,  ab^hfd  cou^te 
tenance-r-the  plaintive^  efiep]in^ea  and  ittr; 
animate  form,  wa^ag  far  ^pgppa&r^iHfr 
thp  Qp^n,  ye$  mcxteft  ljue-r-that  look  of 
virtue>  yet  revealed  defire— that  fenfe  of 
^ural  right  apd  moral  trefpafc*    It  is  thafr 
golifh  of  true  refinerper^t  which  has  fixec^ 
the  limits  of  aji  moctal  voluptuoufrefs,  and 
Vihjch  has  Earned  the  art  of  its  immutable 
Iftws,    The  companion,  friend;  effufions  of 
fraternal  affe&ion,  wedded  love,  all  cen- 
tered in  the  object  of  the  choice.    Where? 
qnp  fmall  link  is  found  impaired  in  th$ 
fhajn*  there  the  female  is  forewarned  of  her 
dodger.  All  is  lome— ajl  £tf  Is  to  the  ground. 
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la  ftrijft  urtjfon,  the  fell  completion  of  r^>- 
ture  is  loft,  when  once  the  female  i&  fpqacj! 
deficient  in  thefe  acquirements* 

.  And  what  greater,  more  pre-eiRineiHr 
blifs,  than  to  win  the  adtnir4<ion  of  th$ 
men  ?  I*  not  every-  yimjfe  in  ft>ci*l  tifeb 
forwarded,  qompk««d  by  tfiQ  ft»,.  wfc#v 
tlxey:  aire  fcnflbk  of  thair power*  \*feen  tfcejr> 
hare  thut  a>fen&  of  their  own  iijngoit^n$:^i 

My  fancy  had  portrayed,  th$  r»Uty  q£ 
djis  defcription,  and  J  ttmfid^red  the.  $ri* 
gjnsd  as  Mift  Cathnffiu  Thftfigyrftof  m$ 
fairy  dream  appeared  to  be  realifed — I  con- 
templated her  form,  her  manner^owr  eyes 
encountered  each  other  with  a  fefcinifttioiv 
of  mutua}  rupture,, 

The  affidiuty  of  "Lady;  Hales  and  Lafcty 
Dorothy  did  not  admit  of  my  immediate 
approach*  and  I  flood  at  a  difta&ce  in  <v 
.  maze  of  admiration.    My  ra*a$  I  heard, 
mentioned;    Lady  Champighion  had  pro- 
jx>£ed  we  fhould  dance  th$  thkd  minuet* . 

I  now 
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T  now  advanced,  took  my  feat  befide 
her,  commenced  fome  topic  on  the  com- 
mon occurrences  of  the  day — her  counte- 
nance I  again  obferved  to  change.  There 
was  diftrefs,  an  evident  fign  of  confufion  in 
her  manner*  My  furprife  increafed  —  I 
confidered  her  features  —  compared  them 
with  thofeof  Fanny  Underwood  — the  re- 
femblance  the  moft  undifputed — yet  a  fkce 
more  wonwi-like — more  caft  with  dignity 
and  grace.  J  had  heard  of  ftrong  fimili- 
tudes  which  had  deceived  the  moft  wary 
and  collected  minds ;  and  I  forebore  any 
attempt  to  unravel  my  perplexity* 

Philpot  I  expefted  (bon  to  arrive,  and 
die  development  I  then  confidered  at  no 
great  diftance — but  irrefiftible  my  curiofity 
—it  feemed  almoft  in  vain  for  me  to  with- 
hold my  anxious  define  to  queftion  her— 
Ifurveycd  Lady  Cathnefs — endeavoured 
to  trace  a  likenefs  to  Philpot— to  think  her 
Mrs.  Gordon— but  the  contrivance  of  the 
plot  daggered  my  conjecture,  and  I  now 
dwelt  upon  the  poflihility  of  a  perfed  re- 
semblance* with  the  necefllty  of  identity. 

Fanny 
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Fanny  had  blond  hair,  and  a  carnative  not 
very  deep,  Mifs  Cathnefs's  hair  of  a  broWn 
tint;  her  colour  more  heightened;  farde 
on  an  artificial  heat,  occasioned  by  com* 
pauy,  might  have  caufed  this  difference- 
yet  the  turn,  the  fymmetry  of  the  features, 
the  voice,  the  fame.  But  in  others  refpe&s, 
even  with  the  advantage  of  her  Parifian 
-education,  which  I  had  alfo  thrown  into 
*he  balance,  there  was  the  greateft  difpro- 
portion  in  the  manner.  A  form  fo  fupe- 
rior,  fo  perfettly  accompltfhed,  coUe&ed, 
aqd  flexible  in  manner,  announced  the  fe- 
male, trained  from  her  early  youth  in  the 
conftant  habit  of  refined  manners. 

.With  thefe  conceptions  I  dire&ed  my 
difcourfe  on  general  topics,  and  fupprefled 
my  ftill-rifing  fufpicions. 

The  unconcern  of  Lady  Cathncfs,  her 
introdu&ion,  the  afiumption  of  her  name, 
her  perfonal  acquaintance  with  feveral  per* 
Tons  in  the  room,  averted  alfo  my  fufpi- 
cion6  of  a  deceit.  I  alfo  confidered  the 
imprudence  of  trufting  herfelf  in  public, 

when 
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*wh&i  tfcefe  tyfts  an  evident  appear  and?  of  * 
'vfetehte'  meditated  oti  the  fide  o(  f*ttfc- 
-Mdfris.  All  things  <c<ffifid£rcd,  it  was  ito- 
poffible  that  my  id^as  could  be  fettled,  fo 
•as  to  Make  out  the  poffibiiky  of  a  dtcep- 
♦ttea. 

^The  ftfiiu*ts^6*r  b^aft— tie  *yw  of 
%he  ifcdm  wefce  f&ed  ujxxi  us-Mt  had  bees 
^rven  but  we  wetfe  to  be  Jjartftefs.     Out 
lurn  came—itfe  flood  up—ftie  called  a  *ra- 
oiuet;  btit  whent3fe  mufic  played,  when 
the  began  the  fiejp,  ftiore  real  elegance  and 
'^enchanting,  grace  fcetild  never  have  been 
difplayed.    As  we  moved  round  tfce  room, 
how  eafy  to  perceive  the  approbation  of  the 
"croud  1     Her  ftep  had  all  the  powers  6f  a 
profefled  dancer,  withheld  by  fhe  <eafe  of 
fuperior  elegance  ;  afad  it  was  now  I  began 
to  increafe  in  doubt*    Where  could  Scor- 
/land  fihd  a  matter  ^or  this  pupfl  ?     1  had 
_<&ill  £noiigh*o  difcern  chat  (ho  had  received 
lefibns  from :^baUet  tnafter  of  the  firft  flrill 
*My  udtair&ioh  was  undommdrtly  height- 
ened, and  I  led  her  to-her  feat,*  perfeftlf 
convincM  fee  was  the  iaoft  beautiful  and 

accom- 
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^c^omplifticd  girl  I  Jbad  ev&-  ftien  in  publifc 

^company. 

•  »  /■  • 

1  ,h'ad  not  t>een  feated  mkny  minutes  tte- 
Ifcofc  I  beheld  Do&dr  iftiilpot  enter  tiife 
fooin,  with  a  youth  under  Ms  fciin  drefled 

^."theBe%HtorfafIuaa.    . 

t  ..... 

Alter  Tiavinglirtt  prHentedliitn  to  Lady 
^h^p^ion,vt^^adyihcad  to  Sir  Simon, 
civiid  was  at  ihe'other  end  of  the  room,  and 
4©*  whom ":Hc  was  introduced  by  the  Doftbc  - 

'On'flie  other  Tide  of  %0&  fjfctfife/was 
leaded  Lady  Dorothy ;  -next  io.  her, *  my 
.  Mother,  Lady  Hales,  and  my  fiftiw  "Sophia. 
"The"  young  huh  was  fodn  joined  by  fe v.eral 
^officeyes  of -the  guards  ;  "and  jfekyH,  whom 
I  Taw.  in  ihe  fet,  cpming  up  to  rate,  defirfcd  a 
^ewwpnk.  apart. 

«<Hales,"' fays  he,  *'H1  be  d— <I  If 
**  Doctor  Philpot  has  not  brought  upon 
**  the  town  ah  t>ld  acquaintance  <>f  '-am." 

I  *was  juft  rifing  to  fee  Philpot,  and  to 

queflion 
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queftion  him  concerning  the  important  bu- 
finefs*  which  had  hurried  my  fpirits  to  fuch 
an  alarming  fufpenfe,  when  approaching 
the  groupe  of  young  beaux,  who,  to  my 
{till  wondering  eyes,  fhould  prefent  him- 
felf  but  my  old  friend  Samuel,  and  deli* 
verer  from  the  hands  of  the  Paris  ruffians. 
I  immediately  joined  him,  and,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  drew  him  afide— rmy  father  all 
this  while  keeping  at  a  little  diilance  from 
•us.    I  now  queftioned  him  on  his  leaving 
me  at  Amiens  fo  abruptly,  and  his  appa- 
rent cold  conduft  when  Cornwall  had  at- 
tacked me.    To  this  .he  anfwcred,  "  the 
w  time  is  not  far  diftant  when  the  myftery 
u  (hall  be  cleared  up.    I  befeech  you  to 
"  fupprefs  your  curiofity;  perhaps  much 
"  interefting  bufinefs  may  depend  on  the 
"  prudence  of  the  prefent  moment."    He 
•told  me  the  Doftor  had  purchafed  him  a 
commiffion  in  the  guards,  and  that  he  had 
been  favourably  received  by  the  corps. 

Sir  Simon  now  came  up  to  Samuel,  and, 
taking  him  by  the  arm,  prefented  him  to 
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tiady  Hales  firft,  then  to  Lady  Dorothy, 
and  afterwards  to  Lady  and  Mifs  Cathnefs. 

*  Sophia  now  discovered  emotions  of*  a 
marked  fufpenfe—her  eyes  inquifitely  fixed 
on  Samuel. 

My  mother  had  not  the  mod  diftant  re- 
membrance of  Samuel,  nor  could  fhe,  un- 
der his  prefent  uncmbarraffed  and  well- 
bred  appearance,  difajver  the  leaft  traits  of 
the  fon.of  my  old  fofter  nurfe. 

**e  begged  permiuToh  to  engage  my 
fifter  for  a  country  dance,  and  which  Lady 
Hiifes  and  Sophia  acquiefced  in ;  he  then 
retired  towards  the  Dodtor,  and  refumed 
his  converfations  with  the  officers-r-feveral 
©f  whom  were  of  his  corps. 

The  appearance  of  Samuel,  and  thus 
noticed  by  Sir  Simon,  could  not  fail  to  give 
me  the  clue  for  the  devellopment  of  this 
myftery.  I  now  confidered  Mifs  Cathnefs 
as  Fanny  Underwood,  and  I  was  in  doubt 
whether  I  mould  imlantly  approach  her 

Vol.  III.  D  ^ 
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**ith  a  view  to  raife  the  mafk,  or  to  be- 
gin tbc  attack  firft  on  Do&or  Philpot— 
but  to  add  ftill  to  my  afionifhment,  who 
fhould  enter  the  room  that  inftant  but  the 
Count  de  Montauban,  introduced  by  a 
nobleman  of  confideiable  rank  and  figure. 

.  I  had  juft  left  the  part  of  the  room  where 
I  had  accofted  Samuel,  and  was  moving 
towards  the  (eat  I  had  left  by  the  fide  of 
Mifs  Cathnefs,  when,  obferving  the  Doc- 
tor  in  chat  with  a  (hunger,  who,  to  my  ftill 
greater  amazement,  (hould  I  behold  but 
Fitz-Morris,  who  had  placed  himfelf  in  my 
feat,  and  commenced  an  animated  con- 
verfation,  to  the  apparent  terror  and  dif- 
trefs  of  this  lady  and  her  mother.  Do&or 
Philpot  being  at  no  great  diftance,  I  im- 
mediately joined  him,  and,  with  energy,  I 
queftioned  him  concerning  Mifs  Cathnefs 
—infilling  on  his  immediately  declaring  to 
me  the  fituation  of  Fanny.  He  read  ftroog 
fufpicion  in  my  countenance — he  faw  me 
ready  to  difcover  the^plot. 

«  Behold/ 
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™  Behold,"  fays  he,  "  the  girl  of  your 
%€  early  choice. 

w  This  contrivance  has  been  carried  on 
€*  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  your  mother 
€€  and  Lady  Dorothy  Murray — how  far  we 
€c  have  fucceeded  rauft  be  left  to  the  ifluc 
€t  of  this  night.  I  fee  in  the  room  Fitz> 
€t  Morris  and  Montauban.  I  confcfs  my 
**  alarms  on  their  appearance ;  yet,  in  this 
**  public  company,  I  do  not  doubt  but  we 
€€  fhall  be  able  to  fliield  ourfelves  from  any 
€X  condition  which  may  arifc  from  that 
ct  quarter.  They  could  have  had  no  no- 
€€  tice  of  my  lifter's  appearance  here  with 
€i  Frances,  and  I  fhould  rather  fufpeft 
<€  that  Fitz-Morris's  difcovery  of  them 
"  muft  have  arifen  from  mere  chance, 

"  As  to  their  being  at  the  ball,  it  was 
€<  natural  to  fuppofe  that  every  ftranger  of 
€<  rank  would  receive  either  an  invitation, 
€€  or  be  introduced  to  a  lady  of  fuch  dif- 
€€  tinguifhed  fafliion  as  Lady  Champig- 
f  c  nion  on  a  night  of  this  public  reception 
€€  of  company.  Bcfides,  as  they  have 
Da  a  now 
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€5  now  b«en  in  England  thefe  three  weeks, 
"  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  Montauban  had. 
€€  been  introduced  to  her  ladyftiip ;  and  as 
u  to  the  other*  he,  doubtlels*  was  ac- 
f<  quainted  with  her  in  the  courfe  of  his> 
€f  rank  and  connexions." 

.  What  impreffion  this  elucidation  of  the* 
fcene  made  upon  me,  I  muft  leave  to-  the* 
nice  difie&ers  of  the  human  heart  to  di- . 
vine.    Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  I  had  not  the. 
power  of  paffing  one  comment—- of  ex-* 
preffing  either  my  fatisfa&ion  or  pain— » 
I  gazed  with  a  look  of  confounded  afto- 
niftiment  on  the  Doftor;    and  I  fecmed. 
never  to  have  been  fo  much  in  want  of  a. 
friend  to  direft,  or  to  govern  my  motions 
as  at  this  inftant. 

Philpot  obferved  the  confufion  of  my 
ideas — the  multiplicity  of  objefts  I  was » 
engaged  in— the  embarrafled  predicament 
to  which  1  was  expofed. 

"  To  fay,  Edward,  how  we  are  to  fuc- 

€t  ceed,  or  to  unite  the  apparent  difcordant 

6  «  preju- 
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r*  prejudices  which  are  fet  up  againfl:  us, 
•**  exceeds  my  forefight— we  muft  truft  all 
• c  to  the  fete  of  this  evening. 

u  I  have  noted  the  approach  of' Samuel 
xc  to  your  lifter  Sophia— you  have,  doubt- 
€€  lefs,  already  divined,  that  the  fame  im- 
€€  pulfeof  genuine  afie«9ion  whidiinfpir^d 
**  you  with  that  angelic  objeft  "now  in  you'r 
<%  fight,  had  its  influence  over  your  fifter*s 
**  heart.  This  was  perceived  by  Sir  Simbh 
*<  *j-You  know  the  offers  Sophia  has  re- 
A  je&ed-— The  delicacy  of  the  female 
H*  mind  has  made  her  fiiffer  with  patience, 
**  but  not  unobferved  by  your  vigilant  and 
%t  fkilful  parent*  Watch  and  perceive  the 
fC  effeft  of  natural  paffion —  balance  that 
€C  of  Samuel  and  Sophia  with  your  own  for 
Xc  his  twin  fitter  Frances.  This  paffion, 
**  like  yours,  was  encouraged. 

"  The  greateft  addreft  poffiMe  has  befeif 
* '  adopted  by  Sir  Simon  —  But  mark  me, 
**  Edward,  this  encouragement  of  natural 
4*  tie  has  been  cherilhed  for  the  eftablifh- 
*'  ment  of  the  perfect  happinefs  of  hi* 
D3  v      "children. 
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"  children.  A  wife  and  deep-judging 
*•  parent  has  fpurned  at  the  abhorred  facri- 
"  fices  which  have  been  made  to  worldly 
€l  convenience— to  the  caprice  and  affort- 
"  ment  of  family  pride.  The  fuccefs, 
**  perhaps,  difficult — perhaps  impra&ic*-' 
€f  ble  to  achieve — but  you  fee  we  are  now 
• '  endeavouring  to  obtain  it.  We  (hall  be 
"  obliged  to  ufe  the  greateft  delicacy  to- 
#i  wards  Lady  Hales;  for  unlefs  we  ac- 
"  quire  the  mod  perfect  conformity  on  her 
"  fide,  Sir  Simon  will  experience  nothing 
u  but  mifery  and  perplexity  hereafter, 
€t  The  plan  is  novel,  Edward;  and  you 
4€  muft  confefs,  that  hitherto  we  have  ad- 
"  vaneed  our  fcheme  almoft  to  perfeo 
."  don." 

Fitz- Morris  now  rofe,  and  I  obferved  hk 
eyes  traverfing  the  room  ;  at  laft  they  were 
fixed  on  me  and  the  Doftor — at  this  inftant 
he  made  towards  us. 

We  had  not  exchanged  a  word  fince  the 
rupture  between  us,  on  his  bafe  attempt  to 
feduce  Fanny* 

«  Sir,- 
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"  Sir,"  he  thus  addrefled  mc,  <c  I  have 
€*  been  led  into  an  affair  which  might  have 
44  terminated  fatally  on  the  fide  of  one  or 
44  two  perfons,  who  are  now  in  the  room, 
**  if  my  good  fortune  had  not  difcovered 
"  the  truth  of  your  honourable  and  firm 
44  attachment  to  the  mod  amiable  young 
**  lady  (for  fo  I  miift-  now  call  her)  that 
cc  my  eyes  ever  beheld.  My  time,  Sir, 
44  for  thefe  feveral  years  paft,  has  been  di- 
**  vided  between  England  and  France, 
44  On  my  laft  tour  to  Paris,  to  vifit  my  &? 
4€  ther,  I  was  ftruck  with  great  furprife  ia 
44  being  introduced  at  the  Count  de  Mon- 
44  tauban's  to  a  Mrs.  Gordon  and  hei; 
*•  niece. 

49  There  was  a  mafked  diforder  in  the 
€i  young  lady  when  my  name  was  men- 
4€  tioned,  and  the  greateft  relu&ance  dif- 
€t  coverqi  when  I  propofed  jo  pay  my  .re* 
44  fpefts  to  the  mother  during  my  refidence 
"  in  Paris,  but  which  I,  at  the  moment* 
44  attributed  to  fome  peculiar  caufe  of  ft- 
41  male  delicacy. 

Da  «  Tht 
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u  Tlie  affiduities  to  pleafe  the  niece, 
4t  on  the  fide  of  the  young  Count  de 
"  Montauban,  were  not  unobferved  by 
i(  the  family,  as  well  as  friends  of  the 
"  Count ;  and  as  Mrs.  Gordon  had  always 
"  been  received  as  a  lady  of  rank,  as  well 
*'  as  confiderable  fortune,  he  was  not  re- 
€€  ftrained  from  his  gallantry. 

'•  In  the  morning  following,  being  with 
*'  one  of  my  moft  intimate  acquaintance  at 
*c  Paris,  he  called  on  me  to  accompany  him 
iC  on  a  vifit  to  Mrs.  Gordon.  This  I  ac- 
"  cepted.  His  face  being  known  by  the 
**  fervant,*  we  were  immediately  admitted 
4C  without  fending  in  our  names.  '  Conlii- 
€€  fion  and  terror  were  now  difcovered  in 
•*  the  niece.  Her  difhabille  difcovered  to 
u  me  another  perfori  to  what  I  had  feen  on 
*c  the  over-night,  equally  beautiful,  though 
u  not  fo  much  difguifed  by  faftiion,  or  a 
"  more  fumptuous  attire.  The  agitation 
•c  of  Mifs  Gordon  increafed — I  gazed  on 
*r  her  face  —  I  recognifed  the  lovely 
f<  daughter  of  your  father's  tenant, 

a  I  con- 
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**  I  contrived  to  reveal  myfelf,  and  to 
*'  calm  the  ftiH-increafing*  terror  of  the 
4*  charming  objeft  which  you  had  pre- 
€g  ferved  from  the  levity  of  my  youth— 
«*  I  incfeafed  my  refpedt — Mife  Under- 
**  wood  became  more  tranquil  — I  con- 
€€  cealed  the  event  from  Montauban— We 
€c  took  our  leave— The  Count  entertained 
**  no  fufpicions  fhe  had  been  of  my  ac- 
**  quaintance. 

"  On  my  return  to  my  hotel  I  called 
€4  for  pen,  ink,  and*  paper,  and  wroti  a 

**  note  to  the  following  purpofe :  *    '  * 

» 

"  That  I  was  undoubtedly  much* 
fi  amazed  in  meeting  fo  unexpedtedly  a 
"  young  lady  whom  my  former  ralhneft 
*  and  mifinformarion  had  tempted  to  ufe 
<c  with  To  much  unworthinefs  — that  I  had* 
"  now  an  opportunity  of  making  an  atone- 
<<  ment  for  the  offered  infult ;  and  if  fhe 
€€  would  admit  of  my  vifit,  the  moft  fo- 
€i  lemn  proteftation  fhoul^be  given  of  my 
«'  honoui^leaffe&ion." 

D  5  «In 
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"  In  fhort,  1  had  heard  from  Montau- 
€i  ban  that  her  beauty  and  accomplifh- 
€t  ments  had  engaged  the  admiration  of 
"  the  firft  people  of  difhnftion ;  and,  cap* 
"  tivated  with  her  perfon  and  manners,  I 
"  was  refolved  to  make  a  reparation  for  the 
"  wrongs  I  had  meditated. 

"  To  ftrengthen  thefe  views,  I  had  heard 
*  before  I  left  England,  that  you  was  ea- 
"  gaged  with  Mifs  Cornwall* 

.  u  To  this  addrefs  I  received  net  anfwer. 
"  On  the  day  following  I  went  to  the  houfe 
"  of  Mrs.  Gordon — I  found  (he  was  gone 
"  — I  had  intelligence  of  the  route  they 
"  had  taken — I  was  determined  to  follow 
u  them — to  throw  myfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 
u  woman,  whom  the  levity  of  my  youth 
"  had  tempted  to  offer  an  injury.' 

"  In  this  place  then,  Sir,  have  I  found 
"  them* 

i 

*'  I  am  informed  of  the  groundless  »• 
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€€  port  of  your  engagement  with   Mifs 
"   Cornwall* 

€€  Montauban,  I  prefume,  is  arrived  on 
cc  the  fame  commiffion  as  myfelfl 

€t  I  have  heard  the  truth— the  reality  of 
€*  your  attachment  from  the  lips  of  the 
€C  fineft  female  my  eyes  ever  heheld. 
**  Your  peace,  Sir,  cannot  be  invaded  by 
£€  a  man  who  has  a  fenfe  of  honour.*— Be 
€€  happy  then,  Mr.  >  Hales,  in  this  ami- 
€€  able  young  woman.  She  is  an  orna- 
<c  ment  to  title  and  fortune— to  the  king- 
"  dom  which  has  given,  her  birth/' 


D   6  ;  THE 
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THE    BALL    CONTINUED. 


'  X  O  recover  the  maid  of  my  early  choice, 
\inder  circumftances  fo  remarkable  and 
flattering,  raifed  in  me  a  kind  of  romantic 
delight.  Had  I  been  reading  an  Arabian 
tale,  the  impreffion  could  not  have  been 
more  apparendy  marvellous. 

But  the  moment  of  revealing  myfelf  was 
now  big  fwelling  in  my  heart.  We  were 
engaged  to  dance  country  dances.  The 
fet  was  forming  itfelf.  My  father  I  noted 
in  converfation  with  Lady  Cfchnefs,  now 
Mrs.  Gordon.  I  flew  to  the  lovely  Frances 
— She  had  anticipated  my  intentions — her 
inquifitive  eye  had  been  fixed  on  me  from 
die  time  Fitz-Morris  had  left  her,  who, 
doubtlefs,  had  declared  his  refolution  of 
divulging  her  perfon. 


As 
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As  I  approached,  fhe  thus  addrefled  me : 

u  I  have  no  words  to  defcribe  the  con- 
€€  fufion  and  alarm  which  opprefs  me— 
"  how  (hall  I  excuf?  this  unworthy  di£ 
«  guife  >» • 

*  Sir  Simon  at  this  critical  moment  came 
to  me,  and  finding  the  difcovery  had  taken 
place,  cried  out,  "  Edward,  for  God's  fake, 
"  have  prudence — we  ftiall  all  be  ruined, 
"  if  you  do  not  counterfeit  the  greateft  in- 
"  difference." 

Mrs.  Gordon  now  interrupted  us,  by  ex- 
preffing  her  fears  on  the  appearance  of 
Montauban.  She  openly  declared,  that  (he 
had  but  too  favourably  countenanced  the 
affiduity  of  the  Count  to  render  himfelf  ac- 
ceptable to  Frances.  My  apparent  attach- 
ment to  Mifs  Cornwall,  and  indifference  to 
Frances,  had  made  her  conclude  my  affec- 
tion had  been  leflened  by  abfence.  The 
Count's  extreme  attention,  his  family  and* 
fortune,  had  inclined  her  to  flatter  him 
with  hopes  of  fuccefs  by  a  perfeverancc  of 

addreffes 
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addrefies,  and  that  (he  had,  doubtlefs,  nfed 
many  arguments  to  perfuade  her  lovely 
companion  to  accept  of  them.  It  only  re- 
mained for  an  explanation  to  take  place  oa 
her  fide  with  the  Count,  and  (he  therefore 
made  no  doubt  but  he  would  be  readily 
inclined  to  forego  that  perfeverance  which 
could  have  no  grounds  from  the  prefent  ap- 
pearance to  flatter  him  with  fuccefs. 

By  this  time  the  Count  had  difcovered 
Mrs.  Gordon  and  Frances. 

It  was  inftantly  judged  prudent  for  Mrs. 
Gordon  to  rife  and  meet  him.  He  heard  a 
circumftantial  relation  of  my  engagement— 
but  to  this  he  did  not  give  much  attention, 
and  confidered  it  only  as  an  excufe  to  cover 
her  artifice  in  transferring  her  preference  to 
me,  and  infilled  on  receiving  his  dilmiffion 
from  the  mouth  of  Fanny  herfel£ 

The  appearance  of  the  Count  was  pecu- 
liarly whimfical  to  attraft  the  general  no- 
tice of  the  room ;  and  this  did  not  add  a 
little  to  our  embarraflmenu 

He 
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He  had  been  introduced  to  Lady  Cham- 
pignion  by  Lord  Shelldrake,  a  nobleman 
of  confiderable  faftiion  and  figure,  ex- 
tremely  whimfical  in  his  condud,  and  who 
had,  to  excite  ridicule  at  the  expence  of 
Montauban,  drefled  him,  under  prftence 
of  Englilh  faftiion,  in  themoft  prepofte- 
rous  manner. 

•  At  Paris  it  was  the  prevailing  fefhion  for 
the  morning  undrefs  to  confifl  of  an  Eng- 
lilh frock,  ftriped  waiftcoat,  round  hat, 
leather  breeches,  boots,  fpurs,  and  a  jemmy 
twitcher  in  the  hand,  which  the  French 
ftiled  a  la  Jockai  Jnglois. 

His  Lardfhip  allured  Montauban,  that 
he  could  not  difplay  his  knowledge  of  Eng- 
lilh faftiion  more  to  advantage  than  thus 
to  appear  a  la  Jockai  at  the  ball  of  her 
Ladyftiip.  This  he  readily  gave  into,  from 
a  thorough  convi&ion  that  faftiion,  in  his 
own  country,  reconciled  the  greateft  con- 
tradiction, and  that  it  was  no  unufual  fight 
for  many  of  his  countrymen  to  be  thus 

equipped 
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er:£rt*d  *ho  had  never  mounted  a  horfe 
iz:  ±»sr  Zrres. 

To  this  whim  of  the  fioble  Lord,  to  ren- 
der ^s  £iend  highly  ridiculous  and  fingtr- 
lar,  nuft  be  afcribed  the  general  remarks  of 
tie  company  on  his  perfon.  Whether  this 
had  been  noticed  by  him,  and  which  had 
chafed  his  temper,  or  whether  the  difcourfe 
of  Mrs.  Gordon  had  concurred  to  the  fame 
effeft,  he  very  abrupdy  (hot  from  her,  and 
inftantly  approached  me. 

*  Fanny  had  been  ihftru&ed  by  Mrs.  Gor- 
don in  the  rifque  I  tad  run,  on  hef  aCCOtfflT, 
of  lofing  my  life,  as  well  on  the  fide  of  the 
Count  as  of  Cornwall,  from  which  latter 
affair  I  was  fcarcefy  recovered,  how  trem- 
bled, and  expreffed  her  alarms  in  the 
grcateft  agitatibir  of  mind  and  body. 

He  now  addrefled  himfelf  to  Fanny— 
f *  Mademvifelle,  votn  etes pluf  heureufe  apara* 
*<  merit  aupres  de  Mot$enr~Mmfteur  Hales 
5*  eft  cerfainement  cherr"  * 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Gordon  had  openly  explained  to 
him  the  real  truth  of  my  engagement ;  but 
his  mind,  his  fancy,  having  been  heated 
by  his  gallant  admiration,  and  fancying, 
perhaps,  that  fo  long  a  journey,  in  purfuit 
of  the  heroine  of  his  adventure,  was  not  to 
be  thrown  away  by  an  eafy  acquiefcence  to 
the.  above  lady's  remonftrance, .  he  feemed 
inclined  to  difpute  the  privilege  of  intrud,- 
ing  on  the  company  of  Frances  all  the 
night,  or  elfe  of  rendering  himfelf  ex- 
tremely difagreeable  to  Mrs.  Gordon,  or  to 
me.  .  Added  to  this,  he. appeared  to  have 
taken  very  copious  libations  of  his  Lord- 
Khip's  good  wines,  and,  it  might  therefore 
prove  a  difproportionate  conteft  to  enter  the 
lifts  ^gainft  fuch  a  powerful  adverfary,  by 
difputirig  vidtory  under  thfi  banner  of 
Venus  and  Bacchus.  Wine  in  his  head, 
and  love  in  his  heart,  might  render  him 
defperate  in  the  extreme,  and,  at  all  events, 
caufe  a  rupture  in  our  plan  before  the  fcene 
of  the  drama  was  compleated. 

Thus  fituated,  I  was  determined  on  a 
ftratagem*— to  requeft  Mrs.  Gordon  and 

Fanny 
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Fanny,  to  leave  the  room  — on  which  I 
found  no  great  difficulty,  the  Count  under- 
(landing  Kttle  or  no  Englifh  —  therefore, 
engaging  his  convocation  to  myfelf,  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  fee  Mrs,  Gordon  and  Fanny 
rife,  accompanied  by  Lady  Hales,  Lady 
Dorothy,  and  Sir  Simon. 

Montauban  feemed  inclined  to  rife  to 
follow  them ;  but  very  opportunely,  Lord 
Shelldrake  walked  up  to  us,  accompanied 
by  Fitz-Morris. 

"  Par  Dieu,  Fitztnor"  exclaimed  the 
Count,  "  La  belle  Angloije — Man  Angt  du 
"  del!  Uvoila!" 

Lord  Shelldrake,  with  whom  I  had  s 
flight  acquaintance,  had  heard  from  Fitz- 
Morris  the  hiftory  of  my  engagement  with 
Fanny ;  and  I  could  eafily  perceive  by  his 
manner,  that  he  was  more  inclined  to 
amufe  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  the  Count, 
than  to  encourage  Montauban  in  a  nip* 
ture ;  befi^es,  his  turbulent  and  debauched 
chara&er  was  too  well  known  by  both  of 

them, 
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them,  to  incline  them  to  fuppofe  that 
he  could  be  ferious  in  his  views  of  a  matri- 
monial alliance ;  and  they  in  confequence 
would,  perhaps  from  a  limilarity  of  com- 
pletion, diffuade  him  from  a  farther  pur- 
iliit,  or,  at  leaft,  juftify  my  pretenfions 
openly  to  his  face. 

In  this  I  was  not  miftaken,  for  I  found 
that,  apprehenfive  of  his  pufhing  the  affair 
-with  too  much  violence,  and  knowing  alfo 
that  my  own  refolute  temper  would  caufe 
me  to  refift  his  meafures,  they  perfuaded 
him  to  retire,  under  pretence  that  his  drefs 
had  given  a  confiderable  degree  of  offence. 

Montauban  now  fired  againft  his  Lord- 
fliip,  who,  protefting  that  he  had  only  in 
jeft  propofed  his  appearing  a  la  jockai,  not 
confidering  he  meant  ferioufly  to  appear  in 
that  drefs,  contrived  to  get  his  confent  for 
leaving  the  room ;  and  efpecially  as  a  pro- 
position to  a  favourite  party  of  play  was 
made,  he  had  no  great  hefitation — turning, 
therefore,  to  me,  mottle  en  plaifanterie,  mottii 
tfb0ujft——he  declared  I  was  the  hap- 

pieft 
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pieft  man  in  the  univerfe,  if  my  rival  would 
give  up  his  pretenfions. 

The  three  gentlemen  now  rofe,  and  I 
had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  find  Mrs.  Gordon 
and  Fanny  had  a<£tually  that  moment  taken 
their  leave  of  Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Hales, 
and,,  without  waiting  for  the  announce  of 
their  carriage,  had  made  their  retreat. 

Fitz-Moms  and  the  Count  advanced  to- 
wards the  dancers,  and  the  eyes  of  the  lat- 
ter feemed  inquifitively  peering  round  the 
room  for  the  ladies^  who  had  departed. 
Lord  Shelldrake  turned  to  me— - 

"  Sir/'  fay  he,  "  I  have  heard  from 
cr  Captain  Fitz-Morris  your  very  intereft. 
*c  ing  engagement  with  that  beautiful 
**  young  lady.  He  has  alfo  informed  xnt 
€S  of  the  innocent  device  of  her  friend, 
tc  who  calls  herfelf  Lady  Cathnefs,  to  re- 
*c  move  the  North-Brithh  family  hauteut  of 
*•  my  old  acquaintance,  Lady  Dorothy 
"  Murray,  your  aunt,  to  force  her  into  a 
**  concurrence  of  matrimony  between  you 

«4  and 
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"    and  your  pretty  lover,  who  has  certainly 

*^    riveted  the  general   admiration  of  the 

*c    men.    On  my  foul,  Mr.  Hales,  I 'think 

*c    lier  by  far  the  handfomeft  and  moft-ac* 

*c    complifhed  girl  in  her  perfon  I  ever  be- 

c*    held,  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  this  fu- 

c*    rious  French  fellow  is  fo  much  attrafted 

**    —but  do  not  have  any  alarms  on  his  ac- 

€C    count — I  will  take  care  to  withdraw  his 

c-c   attention  from  the  romantic  and  mad 

c*  fcheme  he  feems  to  be  embarked  upon- 

*f  An  mtroduftion  to  the  circles  of  gal- 

*.*  lantry,  where  the  favours  of  beautiful 

V  women  can  be  purchafed  at  a  cheaper 

€C  price  than  a  wedding,  will  foon  cure  the' 

€€  frenzy  of  this  libertine.     As  to  the  fecret 

"  I  am   entrufted'  with   from  Mr.   Fitz- 

cc  Morris,  you  may  be  perfuaded,  (hall 

*'  not  efcape  me  ;  and,  in  every  other  re- 

€ ■'  fpe&,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  be  a  party 

"  concerned  in  bringing  about  a  union, 

cc  which  refle&s  fo  much  honour  on  your 

"  excellent  choice  and  inflexible  attach- 

««  ment.w 

,  I  retupicd  hi^  Lordffrip  thanks  for  his 

friendly 
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friendly  and  very  polite  expreflions  of  fer- 
vice,  and  I  left  him  to  join  my  father  and 
Philpot,  who,  I  obferved,  were  in  a  very 
earned  and  clofe  converfauon. 

The  refult  of  it  was,  the  expediency  of 
Mrs.  Gordon  and  Fanny,  ftill  under  the 
feigned  names  of  Lady  Cathnefs  and  her 
daughter,  (hould  accept  of  an  invitation 
to  Boxley — to  fet  off  immediately  for  that 
place— and  as  the  feafon  was  far  advanced 
for  leaving  town,  the  plan  would  be  two- 
fold more  acceptable  for  the  family  to  break 
up  the  town  refidence.      Lady  Dorothy 
was  to  be  of  the  party ;  and  the  fcheme  to 
take  place  under  cover  of  Mifs  Cathnefs 
having  received  feveral  unpleafant  over- 
tures from  the  Count  of  Montauban,  who 
had  been  ftnjpk  with  her  perfon  in  feveral 
public  places,  and  who  had  made  a  point 
of  paying  his  attendance  wherever  he  could 
difcover  her* 

It  was  alfo  to  be  fignified  to  Lady  Hales 
and  Lady  Dorothy,  that  this  might  prove 
die  means  of  forwarding  a  match  which 

the 
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the  whole  family  feemed  fo  defirous  of  be- 
ing  completed. 

Mrs.  Gordon  and  Fanny  had  made  good 
their  retreat.  Lady  Hales  and  Lady  Do- 
rothy had  the  plan  opened  to  them.  It 
was  approved,  and  the  reft  of  the  night 
feemed  to  pafs  with  uncommon  good  hu- 
mour on  the  fide  of  oun  family. 

Samuel  had  been  dancing  with  Sophia— 
the  young  couple  were  feated  by  the  fide  of 
each  other.  The  fpirit  and  vivacity  of  the 
latter  was  lighted  up— (he  had  long  yielded 
herfelf  tQ  a  mournful  melancholy — the  con- 
fluence of  a  delicate  and  fenfible  mind, 
affe&ed  by  an  early  and  natural  tendernefs 
for  the  abfent  objeft — that  objeft  was  Sa- 
muel—  no  friend  to  impart*the  effed:  of  a 
ftrong  impreffion  from  the  tender  paffion  ; 
it  was  referved  for  the  vigilant  eye  of  a  fa- 
gacious  parent  to  difcover  the  malady,  and 
to  adminifter  the  remedy,  though  novel, 
yet  efficacious  in  its  nature. 

When  the  lovers  firft  met,  all  was  relcrve, 
'  filence, 
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— filence,  and  the  greateft  furprife,  on  the 
fide  of  Sophia,  On  the  fide  of  Samuel, 
refpeft,  tin&ured  with  an  afcendant  man- 
ner of  grace  and  fafhion.  He  had  received 
inftru&ions  from  Philpot;  and,  under  the 
fen&ion  of  Sir  Simon,  he  at  once  round  his 
inclinations  gratified,  and  his  ambition  dis- 
played. 

There  is  an  afpiring  fpirit  naturally  im- 
planted in  our  fex,  which  operates,  when 
rendered  tributary  to  judgement  and  dif- 
cretion,  the  moft  fuccefsful  effe&s — it  par- 
takes of  a  more  bold,  a  lefs  daunted  com- 
pletion ;  and  a  man,  even  naturally  of  the 
moft  docile  temper,  will,  on  the  trying 
events  of  life,  roufe  himfelf  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  moft  exalted  virtue. 

Herein  the  charadber  of  Samuel  feemed 
to  be  particularly  defined.  Philpot  found 
his  difpofition  naturally  docile,  but  vigo- 
rous. He  opened  to  him  the  favourable 
opinion  which  Sir  Simon  entertained  of  his 
affe&ion  for  Sophia,  but  he  convinced  him 
of  the  little  chance  he  bad  of  fucceeding 

to 


C     73     ] 

to  the  fummit  of  his  wifhes,  unlefs  he  qua- 
lified himfelf  with  every  neceffary  endow- 
ment to  render  his  introdu&ion  into  life, 
and  this  completion  of  his  happinefs  with 
the  young  lady,  whofe  affe&ions  he  had 
been  fo  fortunate  to  engage,  commenfurate 
with  the  accuftomary  forms  and  ufages  of 
life. 

The  ambition  of  Samuel  wanted  no  fti- 
mulus—  the  prize  was  too  confiderable  not 
to  fpur  his  refolution  in  the  moft  eminent 
degree,  and  Philpot  found  him  equally  in- 
duftrious  to  pradfcife,  as  pliant  to  receive 
implicitly  every  counfel  which  he  tranfmit- 
ted  him.  Thus  he  foon  acquired  a  worldly 
polifh  and  adequate  fentiments  of  high  no- 
tions of  honour  and  virtue. 

He  had  been  informed  of  my  engage- 
ment with  his  fifter,  and,  with  fimilar  hopes 
oi  fuccefs,  he  found  a  ftimulus  to  the  moft 
a#ive  principles  of  virtue  'which  could  pofli- 
bly  animate  the  fyreaft  of  a  young  man. 
He  had,  before  his  refidence  at  Douay  to 
accomplilh  him   in    military    knowledge, 

Vol.  III.  E  been 


C     74    J 

been  recommended  by  Philpot  to  the  care 
of  a  celebrated  profeflbr  in  one  of  the  col- 
leges at  Louvain,  where  he  had  pafled 
three  years  in  the  ftri&eft  application  to 
academical  ftudies  of  a  nature  police,  va- 
ried, and  not  confined  to  any  particular 
profeffional  plan. 

The  fentiments  of  Philpot  were  rather 
inclining  to  a  fenfe  of  equalization,  more 
than  an  infallible  conformity  to  the  Divine 
right  of  fuperiority  in  ftation.  The  level- 
ling principle  of  the  Puritans  he  utterly  re- 
jefted  from  his  creed — it  was  not,  he  (aid, 
the  depreffion  of  the  externals  of  human 
grandeur  he  reprobated,  but  the  internal 
pride  of  heart  which  induced  one  man  to 
confider  himfelf  fupetior  to  another.  Sub- 
ordination to  the  higher  powers  he  mod 
fcrupuloufly  admitted  as  the  bond  of  all 
civil  fociety,  but  the  pure,  the  unfullying 
fentiments  of  the  heart,  rendered  every 
man  naturally  equal. 

"  A&  well  yourt  part"—- 

This 
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'  This  he  conftantly  aflerted  was  the  prin- 
ciple which  rendered  every  man  naturally 
and  internally  equal — and  with  this  unerr- 
ing power  he  aflerted,  the  leaft  might  face 
the  greateft,  on  the  effential  of  natural  right. 
It  was  the  bafis  of  his  do&rine  to  Samuel  in 
the  fyftem  of  his  education,  and  his  letters 
were  always  tindtured  with  it. 

From  thefe  fentiments,  therefore,  Samuel 
was  influenced  when  he  drew  back  reluc- 
tantly from  my  propofition  of  his  being  my 
fecond  in  the  affair  of  George  Cornwall. 
He  had  confidered  my  attention  to  his  lifter 
under  the  moft  folemn  of  all  human  obli- 
gation —  my  engagement  with  Mifs  Corn- 
well,  as  derogating,  from  the  ftri&nefs  of 
thofe  moral  principles  of  virtue  which  he 
had  imbibed ;  and  though  he  had  received 
from  Philpot  orders  to  depart  inftantly  for 
England  after  his  fifter,  and  to  prepare  Sir 
Simon  in  private  for  their  arrival,  he  was 
refolved  in  his  mind  to   place  an  infur- 
mountable  barrier  between  my  union  with 
Frances,  diough  at  the  fame  time  he  knew 
that  I  broke  with  Mifs  Cornwall  for  the 
E  2  putpofe 
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purpofe  of  fulfilling  my  original  engage- 
ment with  her. 


Other  fentiments  alfo  had  introduced 
themfelves  to  a  mind  thus  fcrupuloufly 
educated*  He  had  alfo  refolved  on  with- 
drawing himfelf  from  the  prote&ion  of  Sir 
Simon  and  Philpot,  and  of  difclaiming  the 
tender  intercourfe  with  Sophia.  The  com- 
padt  of  my  conftant  affedtion  for  his  filler, 
Frances,  he  confidered  as  a  fimilar  ratifica- 
tion of  the  one  which  his  heart  had  made 
with  Sophia,  fhould  fhe  continue  the  fame 
natural  impreflion  equally  perfeft  or  unim- 
paired— and  his  virtue  in  the  conteft  would 
have  effe&ually  triumphed  over  his  felfilb 
and  tender  feelings. 

He  had  ftrength  of  mind,  or  inflexible 
virtue,  to  return  to  the  plough,  or  to  arm 
himfelf  with  a  mufket  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country— and  Roman  courage  to  plunge  a 
dagger  into  the  bread  of  his  lifter,  if  the 
natural  weaknefs  of  her  fex  had  made  her 
flexible  to  the  renewal  of  my  importuni- 
ties for  an  honourable  union, 

6  On 
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On  the  arrival  of  Philpot,  the  heroic 
fentiments  of  his  pupil  thus  burft  forth,  to 
his  pleafure  and  great  furprife  : 

"  Sir,"  fays  he,  "  I  am  in  doubt  whe- 

€C  ther  to  blefs  or  curfe  the  hand  which  has 

**  raifed  me  from  humble  ignorance  tb  'this 

€t  difcontented  flation  in  life.     Am  I  to 

€€  purchafe  an  elevated  rank  by  the  union 

"  in  the  family  of  Sir  Simon  Hales,  with 

4€  the  total  lofs  of  my  confcience — the  felf 

u  approbation  of  my  heart  ?     Am  I  to 

€t  clafp  a  man  to  my  breafi,  however  fupe- 

€C  rior  in  rank,  as  my  friend,  whofe  con- 

€€  dudt  I  reprobate,  whofe  charadter  de- 

4t  ferves  execration  from  every  good  man  ? 

**  No,  Sir ;  in  this  inftance  the  eafe  and 

"  affluence  of  life  muft  be  indebted  to  a 

"  bafe  conformity  to  the  vices  of  my  friend 

cc  and  a  paltry  filence,  when  my  own  fk- 

"  mily  injury  cries  loudly  for  my  refent* 

"  ment.     Has  he  not  betrayed  the  affec- 

u  tions  of  an  amiable  young  lady  ?    Has 

"  he  not  betrayed  the  pledge  of  eternal 

"  conftancy  to  my  lifter,  to   the   objedk 

E  3  "  which 
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<#  which  his  caprice  again  as  wantonly  fa- 
"  crifices  ? 

*s  With  this  du&ility  of  mind,  my  alli- 
"  ance  with  Mifs  Hales,  if  approved,  if 
u  fan&ioned  by  reciprocal  affe&ion,  will 
"  be  conftrued  by  all  the  family  into  the 
"  moft  deteftable  of  all  fordid  gratifica- 
"  tions,  convenience,  pride/* 

u  Her  beauty,  her  amiable  qualities, 
"  could,  perhaps,  avert  fome  portion  of 
"  this  cenfure,  but  enough  would  fell  to 
u  ferve  me  as  an  indelible  curfe.  The 
u  virtue  of  Mr.  Hales,  Dodtor,  would 
"  have  been  the  fhield  of  my  enemies; 
*{  and  the  fame  plaudit  might  have  proved 
€t  my  confolation  in  the  hazardous  moment 
t€  of  my  future  happinefs.  No,  Sir;  I  am 
u  refolved. .  Mr.  Hales  is  guilty,  and  I 
"  mull  recover  from  the  fatal  delufion  of 
"  my  ambitious  views." 

The  Dodtor  now  embraced  him,  de- 
lighted with  the  moral  perceptions  of  his 
pupil,  and  explained  to  him  the  arts  which 

had 


[     79     3 

had  been  ufed  in  the  family  of  Mr  Corn- 
wall to  feduce  my  affe&ions  from  Fanny ; 
and  having  demon  ftrated  the  natural  confe- 
cjvience  of  long  abfence  from  a  young  and 
fanguine  temparament,  Samuel,  from  un- 
fhaken  confidence,  in  the  Doftor,  whom  he 
was  certain  would  not,  on  any  confidera- 
tion,  advife  him  to  a  meafure  which  might 
cither  threaten  his  future  happinefs,  or  the 
lofs  of  his  virtue,  inclined  him  to  change 
his  fentiments. 


Fragment  of  the  Doctor's  letter  to  Samuel  ok 
entering  life ;  and  Sir  Simon's  difcovery  of 
SamueYs  attachment  to  his  daughter. 

€€  You  will  find,  on  your  introduction 
<€  into  life,  a  fet  of  men  who  boaft  of  a  no- 
cc  ble  defcent,  and  with  whom,  in  all  pro- 
"  bability,  you  will  rank  as  an  aflbciate. 
t€-  Among  this  clafs  of  people  you  will 
"  note  many  who  acquire  a  kind  of  fu- 
€S  preme  command  in  fociety,  by  virtue  of 
"  their  rank  alone,  unaccompanied  with 
"  either  talents  or  virtue  ;  and  fuch  is  the 
cf  prevalence  of  cuftomin  a  mixed  govern- 
E  4  "ment, 
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"  ment,  that  they  will  take  the  lead  of 
€<  thofe  who,  wanting  the  former,  have 
u  only  the  latter  to  pave  their  way  to 
"  fuccefs. 

"  To  this  arbitrary  law  fociety  is  obliged 
"  to  fubmit — and  men  of  equal  merit  muft 
"  patiently  fuffer  the  partial  diftributions 
"  of  rewards  and  patronage.     Family  and 
€4  connections   will  fuperfede  talents  and 
u  virtue  without  them.  But  never  fail  to  fbr- 
€€  get,  that  it  is  by  thefe  qualities  alone  you 
€<  can  be  admitted  into  that  fuperior  order 
"  of  the  date.  The  gentleman  is  the  man  of 
u-  worth,  of  virtue,  as  well  as  of  an  accom- 
<c  plifhed  education  ;  and  while  your  cba- 
cc  rafter  is  thus  untainted  with  the  vulgar 
u  vices  of  the  age,  the  awe  of  nobilky 
<c  and  birth  (hould  not  influence  your  con- 
<c  duft.     It  is  this,  then*  which  will  put 
cc  you  on  equality  —  render  refpeft  where 
<c  refpcft  is  due,  but  by  no  means  fuffer  the 
<c  noble  qualities  of  a  virtuous,  well-difci- 
"  plined,  and  enlarged  mind,  to  be  con- 
€<  troled  by  the  imaginary  fuperiority  of 
€C  birth  without  thofe  qualities. 

"  When 
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"  When  you  mix  with  your  fuperiors, 
€C  never  fail  to  fhew  your  conformity  to 
€€  that  pofitive  good  which  fociety  has  efta- 
"  blifhcd  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  preferve 
"  your  open,  manlike,  and  independant 
"  fentiments,  free  from  any  flavifh  re- 
"  ftraint.  Let  your  arguments  be  always 
€€  conduced  with  fpirit,  but  not  with  a 
rt  vain  difplay  of  the  favourite  talents 
**  which  you  cultivate — if  well  informed, 
cc*  and  you  are  called  upon  to  aflat  your 
"  privilege  in  focial  converfe,  let  no  im- 
C€  preffions  of  fuperior  rank  avert  the  free* 
c<  dbm  and  integrity  of  your  argument— 
"  Argue  to  be  convinced,  but  not  with  a 
"  fpirit  of  felf-importance  to  triumph  in 
u  the  defeat  of  your  opponent  by  fophiftry 
€€  and  vain  conceit  of  fuperior  abilities/* 

Peritum  orno9  imperitum  dedecora. 


In  fhort,  Samuel  had  returned  to  Eng- 
land well  informed  by  the  Dodor  in  the 
rule  of  his  condud,  and  hitherto  he  had 
engaged  the  afle&ions  of  every  perfon  with 
whom  he  had,  converted. 

E  5  The 
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The  progrefs  of  his  attachment  to  So- 
phia was  mutual  from  the  time  of  their 
meeting  in  the  temple,  in  the  rofe-tree 
grove ;  and  when  my  purfuit  and  refcue  of 
his  lifter  had  reached  the  ear  of  the  latter, 
(he  had,  on  the  fame  premifes  of  my  refo- 
lute  intentions  to  marry  Frances,  flattered 
her  own  natural  inclination  with  fimilar 
hopes. 

The  early  friendfhip  of  children  had 
evidently  matured  itfelf  to  a  more  ferious 
and  tender  paffion ;  and  while  Samuel  was 
fedulous  only  in  (hewing  that  regard  which 
his  friendfhip  for  me  induced  him  to  make 
to  Sophia  in  my  abfence,  the  young  people 
found  themfelves  difpofed  to  entertain  a 
more  intimate  and  perfonal  impulfe. 

In  confequenee  of  her  having  been  dif- 
covered  in  the  temple  with  Samuel,  (he  had 
received  many  lectures  from  Lady  Hales, 
which,  though  highly  decorous  and  juftly 
framed  with  an  eye  to  her  future  intereft, 
had  not  the  defired  end  of  obliterating  the 

early 
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early  impreffion  which  fhc  had  received. 
Bmt  what  time,  and  a  variety  of  objects  in 
the  falhionable  theatre  of  life,  might  have 
affcfted,  an  accident  prefented  itfelf  which 
caufed  Sophia  to  decide  on  the  objedt  on 
wliom  her  lading  affedtions  were  to  be 
placed. 

On  the  firft  fummer  of  my  refidence  at 

Cambridge,    young  Jekyll,   on  a  vifit  at 

Boxley,  had  every  opportunity  of  paying 

his  addrefles  to  Sophia  —  it  was  a  fcheme 

of  my  mother's  contrivance  to  bring  about 

a  plan,  on  which  (he  had  for  a  confidcrable 

time    beftowed    many    anxious    thoughts. 

Their  perfonal  interviews  were  encouraged, 

and  every  opportunity  thrown  in  their  way 

to   accelerate  the  defired    plan  of    Lady 

Hales. 

The  temple  in  the  rofe-tree  grove  had 
often  attrafted  the  fteps  of  Sophia— a  walk 
in  the  grounds  had  been  propofed,  and  it 
was  to  this  fpot  (he  had  invited  Mr. 
Jekyll. 

£  6  Samuel 
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Samuel  had,  perhaps,  from  the  fame 
fympathy  of  feeling,  ftole  where  once  his 
heart  had  experienced  the  pure  charms  of 
early  friendfliip.  The  objedt  removed,  a 
mournful  tendernefs  had  invited  him  from 
time  to  time  to  vilit  the  fpot,  and  ruminate 
on  thofe  fcenes  which  his  remembrance  had 
fondly  traced. 

Sir  Simon  Hales  had  there  frequently 
difcovered  him  in  his  walks,  and,  far  from 
difcouraging  his  vifits  to  the  temple,  had 
taken  that  opportunity  of  entering  into  a 
difcourfe  with  him ;  finding  him  a  youth 
of  an  amiable  temper,  of  a  genius  more 
delicate  and  improved  than  nifties  in  his 
fituation,  had  fpoken  to  Dodtor  Philpot  to 
perfuade  his  father  to  beftow  a  more  en- 
larged education  upon  him— and  to  which 
Underwood  had,  with  great  difficulty,  com- 
plied, by  providing  him  with  the  advant- 
age of  a  fchool,  kept  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  Oldthorpe  by  a  parifh  clerk,  where 
Samuel  had  acquired  the  rudiments  of  that 
knowledge  which  the  care  of  Philpot  had, 

io 
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in  the  courfc  of  a  few  years,  ripened  to  fb 
much  advantage. 

It  happened  on  the  fame  fummer  after- 
noon that  Samuel  had  ftrolled  to  the  favou- 
rite grove,  to  offer  an  incenfeto  a  hope- 
lefs  paffion,  when  he  perceived  Jekyll  and 
Sophia  making  a  turn  into  the  curve  of  the 
walk  which  led  to  the  temple — His  ap- 
proach was  not  perceived  when  they  en- 
tered it — his  heart,  for  the  firft  time  in  his 
life,  now  experienced  a  pang  which  raifed 
up  in  him  a  refentment  againft  the  objedt, 
who  appeared  to  receive  that  preference  of 
favour  which  he  would  have  given  an  em- 
pire to  poffefs. 

Curiofity,  perhaps  jealoufy,  which  the 
remembrance  of  the  delicious  moments  of 
childifli  rapture  had  for  the  moment  ex- 
cited, caufed  him  to  Ileal  gently  to  the 
back  part  of  the  temple — there  he  placed 
himfelf  to  hear  a  converfation  which,  in 
all  probability,  would  caufe  the  moft  keen 
*impreffion  of  diftrefs — to  hear  a  reciprocal 
exchange  of  the  tender  paffion.     To  afpire 

tc 
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to  the  fair  objeft  of  his  wifties,  was  a  di£- 
f  tant,  far  diftant  thought  from  his  mind  ; 
but  the  heart  could  not  fo  foon  deface  its 
early  impreflion;  and  though  he  might, 
perhaps,  conceive  the  greateft  agony,  in 
hearing  the  mutual  intercourfe  of  the 
lovers,  ftill  he  felt  an  increafe  of  rapture 
in  bang  near  the  objeft  of  his  defires,  and 
liftening  to  her  converfation. 

Jekyll  had  now  begun  his  overtures—— 

"  Mifs  Hales,  (hall  we  be  married  foon? 
u  I  am  very  defirous  to  have  the  cere- 
€€  mony  over ;  and,  you  know,  when  we 
l€  have  both  pleafed  our  mama's,  we  may 
"  then  pleafe  ourfelves." 

Sophia  replied,  that  (he  did  not  confider 
the  courtfliip  as  begun ;  and  to  talk  of  ma- 
trimony before  the  parties  had  given  their 
confenti  was  taking  a  liberty  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to.  She  now  began  to  turn  the 
difcourfe  to  another  objefl; ;  but  Jekyll,  in 
reply,  ©bferved,  that  if  the  courtfhip  was 
not  begun,  it  (hould  not  be  his  fault— and 

he 
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he  immediately  proceeded  to  put  his  hands 
round  her  neck  to  kifs  her.  She  defired 
him  to  defift  from  his  rudenefs ;  but  he 
conceiving,  perhaps,  that  the  rules  of  gal- 
lantry would  not  admit  of  fuch  an  eafy 
defedt,  continued  to  prefs,  while  (he  as  ob- 
ftinately  repelling  his  offers,  at  laft  was 
obliged  to  call  out  for  help— when  Samuel, 
burfting  from  behind  the  temple,  prefented 
himfelf  before  them. 

Jekyll  immediately  fprung  up,  and 
threatened  to  lay  a  (tick  over  his  (houlders, 
which  he  had  in  his  hand,  Samuel,  turn- 
ing  to  Mifs  Hales,  begged  to  know  if  (he 
wifhed  him  to  ftay  by  her;  if  not,  her  com- 
mands fhould  be  obeyed,  and  he  would 
immediately  retire. 

By  all  means,  (he  replied,  and  declared 
that  Mr.  Jekyll's  conduct  was  fo  unjustifi- 
able that  flie  would  not  walk  back  again 
with  him  to  the  houfe.  Jekyll's  anger  was 
now  mod:  violently  chafed,  and  Jie  put 
himfelf  in  a  pofture  to  drive  Samuel  out  of 
the  fummer  houfe,  who  thus  replied : 
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"  If  you  ftrike  me,  Mr.  Jekyll,  I  will 
€t  defend  myfelf,  you  may  be  allured." 

Jekyll,  not  accuftomed  to  control,  and 
to  hear  a  fimilar  language  from  an  inferior, 
raifed  his  (lick,  which  the  former  wrenched 
out  of  his  hand,  declaring,  that  he  fhould 
now  take  upon  him  to  convey  Mifs  Hales 
home ;  and  that  if  he  attempted  to  infult 
her,  or  him,  he  would  be  her  defender  to 
the  lad  drop  of  his  blood. 

Jekyll,  in  a  violent  guft  of  paffion, 
dropped  many  threats  that  he  would  ac- 
quaint Lady  Hales  with  her  condufl,  and 
at  the  fame  time  made  ufe  of  feveral  infult- 
ing  expreffions  that  Samuel  was  more  ac- 
ceptable than  himfelf,  and  that  he  fhould 
not  fcruple  to  alledge,  that  (he  was  accef- 
fary  to  their  being  furprifed.  He  ftill  made 
feveral  attempts  to  drive  Samuel  off,  but 
whofe  refolute  demeanor  made  Jekyll  think 
it  the  wifeft  plan  to  leave  Sophia  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  and  to  follow  them  at  a  diflance  to 
the  houfe. 

When 
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When  fhe  arrived,  (he  went  immedi- 
ately into  her  room,  and  Lady  Hales  very 
foon  afterwards  obferving  her  confufed 
ftate  of  mind,  queftioned  her  as  to  the 
caufe.  .  Her  anfwers  were  unreferved,  and 
fhe  boldly  declared  the  nature  of  Jekyll's 
infult  and  Samuel's  interference. 

Her  LadyQiip's  violence,  on  this  decla- 
ration, knew  no  bounds,  and  fhe  immedi- 
ately charged  her  with  entertaining  a  low 
and  mean  partiality  for  this  young  man — 
to  the  difgrace  of  her  family,  and  her  own 
fhameful  difhonour. 

Sir  Simon  was  now  applied  to,  and  the 
affair,  perhaps,  not  a  little  exaggerated— 
however,  he  appeared  to  enter  entirely  into 
the  views  of  Lady  Hales — but  fecretly  re- 
joiced to  find  bis  daughter  had  repulfed 
Jekyll,  and  that  he  had  fuch  favourable 
hopes  for  the  frafture  of  an  alliance  in  that 
family,  which  of  all  things  was  what  he  had 
always  detefled. 

•     The  generous  and  truly  philofophic  fpi- 

rit 
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rit  of  the  Baxonft  led  him  to  apprehend  a 
fecret  intercourfe  had  been  carried  on  be- 
tween Sophia  and  Samuel ;  and,  to  forward 
a  fimilar  fcheme  to  that  of  his  fon  Edward, 
he  prevailed  on  Sophia  to  open  her  heart 
to  him.  The  refult  was,  that  Philpot  had 
been  engaged  to  perfuade  Underwood  to 
refign  his  fon  to  his  care,  and  to  [adopt  the 
jdan  which  the  Baronet  had  concerted  for 
the  happinefs  of  his  children. 

But  the  refentment  of  Lady  Hales 
increafed,  and  *h«  infifted  that  Samuel, 
as  being  inftrumental  to  the  difguft  which 
Mr.  Jekyll  had  taken,  and  to  the  gaining 
of  her  daughter's  affection,  fhould  be  dif- 
patched  out  of  the  country.  The  father, 
therefore,  was  to  be  applied  to ;  but  by  the 
fagacity  of  Philpot  the  affair  was  fettled  to 
the  entire  (atisfadion  of  her  Ladyfhip,  and 
to  the  forwarding  of  the  plot  of  Sir  Simon* 
Lady  Hales  was  taught  to  believe  that  he 
had  enlifted  for  a  foldier,  and  was  actually 
departed  for  America — her  fears  therefore 
became,  an  a  very  fliort  time,  tranquilifed, 

THE 
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THE    INTERVIEW    OF    MR.    HALES    AND 
FANNY. 

Mr.  Hales  is  mentioned  in  the  third  per/on-* 
ferbafs  from  the  Do6iorys  notes. 


* ADY  Hale*  was  delighted  with  the 
new  acquaintance  fhe  had  formed  tfith 
Lady  and  Mifs  Cathnefs ;  and  Lady  Doro- 
thy as  much  rejoiced  at  the  thoughts  of  her 
nephew  having  conceived  fo  great  a  parti- 
ality for  her  favourite  Scotch  nation.  Her 
fortune  and  intereft  fhe  had  promifed.  to 
beftovv  on  Edward,  and  every  gratuity  in 
her  power  to  render  the  kauneSion  delight- 
ful and  magnificent. 

Samuel  had  been  introduced  under  fuch 
*  diffimilar  feature  of  original  character, 

that 
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that  Lady  Hales  had  not  the  leaft  recoHeO 
tion  of  his  perfon ;  and  Jekyll,  who  could 
undertake  to  undeceive  her,  had,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  dropped  his  vifits  at  her 
hdhfe  —  But  to  yjt  this,  matter  out  of  all 
doubt,  it  was  determined  that  Edward 
(hould  enjoin  him  to  fecrefy,  which  could 
be  very  eafily  effe&ed  from  the  awe  which 
he  was  under  to  him,  doubdefs  not  forget- 
ting the  chaftifement  he  had  once  received 
from  his  hands  on  a  former  occaiion* 


MEETING     OF    THE     LOVERS. 

The  morning  after  the  ball  Mr.  Hales 
payed  his  vifit  to  Mrs.  Gordon  and  Fanny. 

The  meeting  of  two  abfent  lovers  recall 
thofe  melting  moments  of  exquifite  fond- 
nefs  which  human  nature  is  fufceptible  of 
in  its  moft  favoured  fituations.     He  now 

beheld 
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V^cheld  the  girl  whom  his  defires,  and  even 
difficult  ambition,  had  at  thofe  intervals  fug- 
gefted  when  the  firft-chofen  objeft  of  the 
lieart  is  removed  from  fight,  and  the  paf- 
Cons  laid  open  to  the  affails  of  caprice  and 
criminal  diforder.  In  her  he  now  found 
^were  united  the  qualities  of  tender  and  re- 
Hefted  love — her  mind  enlightened  to  con- 
vey inftru&ion.  Manners  equally  polifhed 
to  fhine  in  the  croud  of  falhion,  or  in  the 
domeftic  duties  of  retirement  —  or  the 
calm  Rations  of  life,  where  the  charms  of 
a  family  tranfcend  the  noife,  the  pomp  of 
town  pleafure — Nature  had  organifed  her 
foul  to  the  reception  of  truth  in  every  con- 
dition where  (he  was  placed — Nature  had, 
fupremely  favoured  her  with  this  difcern- 
ment,  and  which  a  refined  and  delicate  in- 
ftru&ion,  in  the  prevailing  accomplifli- 
ments  of  life,  had  heightened  to  an  un- 
common degree. 

Mr,  Hales  had  thus  an  opportunity  to 
converfe  wirh  her,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  morning  had  been  paffed  in  his  defire 
to  inveftigatc  her  true  character ; — to  make 

choice 
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dhoice  of  a  partner,  with  whom  he  to  i 
pafs  die  remainder  of  bis  days. 

At  a  period  fo  early  to  embark  on  & 
precarious  voyage,  demanded  an  impit^ 

fcruriny. 

In  the  ornamental  qualifications  of  Jfc 
he  found  her  enlightened  very  far  bcyoa: 
his  expectations. 


Mufic  and  drawing  were  the  favoans 
/  ftudies  (he  had  cultivated  during  her  h* 

\  years  refidence  in  Paris,    In  the  forme 

fcience  (he  exhibited  a  critical  knowledge 
of  the  beft  matters.  She  could  difcourfe  on 
the  grandeur  and  exalted  harmony  of  Han- 
del, and  applaud  the  beautiful  6mptiatf 
and  natural  compofition  of  Gluck.  The 
tender  beauties  of  Giardini  fhe  could  in* 
:  tate  in  her  own  compofitions,  while  thofc 

of  the  more  fcientific  and  correct  Correlti 
fhe  performed  with  execution  and  tfc 
Her  inftruments  were  the  harp  and*c 
harpfichord.  The  beft  of  matters  Id 
given  her  inftrudions.  The  politeft  con- 
ceits 


C    95    3 

i    * 

-its  in  Paris  had  enriched  her  judgement, 
•  -r^  nd  ftrengthened  her  ear.    She  had  thus 
^•^"'rvery  talent  to  gain  her  applaufe  in  the 
zroud  of  public    life,   but  had   a  mind 
x  ;5"  framed  to  prefer  the  more  retired  and  calm 
rr -^pleafures   to    the  moil    diftinguiflied  ap- 
plaufe. 

"'-  ?"       Her  manners  were  tin&ured  more  with 

:^-  foreign  breeding,  than  of  the  beft  company 
in  her  own  country;  and  the  pronunci- 
ation of  her  words  had  partaken  of  a  fo- 

t  ^  reign  accent.  Perhaps  this  might  ferve  to 
give  her  the  better  colour  for  affuming  a 

> ;     feigned  charader. 

In  fhort,  Mr.-  Hales  was  convinced  that 
"-  his  heart  could  n&t  have  made  a  better 
election  ;  and  he  congratulated  himfelf  on 
the  fuccefs  of  his  plan  in  thus  training  to 
perfeftion  an  objeft  which  natural  paflion 
had  rendered  fo  dear  to  him.  The  facri- 
fices  which  he  had  made  to  an  honourable 
firft  attachment,  and  the  ordeal  which  he 
had  fuffered  to  prove  his  conftancy,  he  now 

believed 
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believed  to  be  amply  balanced  by  the  pof- 
feffion  of  fo  rich  a  prize. 

-  The  tender  teftimony  of  Mrs.  Gordon 
did  not  a  little  ferve  to  increafe  his  ardour; 
and  as  an  indubitable  "proof  of  her  love 
for  the  blooming  Frances,  fhe  had  made 
her  will  in  her  favour,  which,  on  her  death, 
would  amount  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

But  Mr.  Hales,  when  he  entered  the 
room,  found  Fanny  in  tears  —  they  were 
wiped  away  to  receive  him  ;  and  their  con- 
verfation  had  turned  afide  the  caufe  which" 
he  now  earneftly  folicitfed  to  be  inftruc- 
ted  in. 

She  had  received  a  letter  from  her  fa- 
ther, who,  expe&ing  the  arrival  of  his  fon 
and  daughter,  had  written  to  them  tohaf 
ten  their  journey  U>  Oldthorpe. 

It  was  drawn  from  her  bofom,  and,  with 
a  tear  fwelling  in  her  eye,  (he  put  it  into 
his  hand. 

UNDER- 
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UNDERWOOD  S    LETTER. 


<c  Dear  daughter, 

*«  We  have  heard  of  both  your  arri- 
««  vals,  with  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
«  your  prefervation. 

cc  But  we  have  had  a  fad  time  of  it 
€€  fince  you  and  Samuel  have  left  us.  .  To 
€€  be  poor  arid  happy,  my  dear,  is  the  chief 
"  bleffing  of  life.  Poverty  never  draws 
"  upon  if  the  envy  of  (uperiors  and  equals 
€€  — but  we,  to  our  misfortune,  have  ac 
(€  quired  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  all 
"  the  neighbourhood  —  and  the  poor 
"  thatch  has  not  experienced  one  happy 
"  moment  fince  you  have  been  gone. 

"  Reports  have  been  fpread  to  try  ou 
"  patience,  and  to  raife  our  indignation. 

Vol.  III.        '       •  F  «  When 
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^Whenever  I  go  to  market  hatoftre 
**  to  fee,  as  I  pafe,  the  moft  uncivil  fitfie$? 
*f  and  men,  who  were  once  afraid  tbibok 
*'  me  in  the  face,  do  not  fcruple  noa^jw 
**  affront  me  with  their  bold  arid  feucy 
*'  fayings— — Ay,  fays  one,  no  wonder  his 
"  bags  are  fo  foil,  and  his  barn  fo  ^weli 
"  flocked,  when  he  has  fo  well  ibid;  his 
"  daughter  to  the  old  Baronet Vfail -***  Ahd 
"  then  another  talks  of  Samuel  beiAg: £nt 
"  out  of  the  way,  becaofe  the-  yobwg  l^df 
"  of  the  manor  houfe  fell  in  tore  <with 
"  him.  At  church,  if  your  mother  puts 
"  an  a  clean  trap,  (he  is  fure  to  be  fcoffed 
"  for  her  pride  in  ftriring  to  be  thought  a 
"  fine  lady.  So  that  what  with  one  dang' 
*€  and  another  we  are  doomed  toliveiby 
Xi  ourfelres,  as  all  our  acquaintance  (huh 
*  and  defpife  us. 

4t  When  firit  you  ieft  us,  it  was  re- 
"  ported  that  Maftcr  Edward  had  made 
€i  you  a  naughty  woman  —  but  thefe  re- 
"  ports  your  poor  mother  cHfregarded  till 
4t  we  heard  of  your  having  been  "flighted 
Is  by  him,  and  he  was  going  to  marry 

"  another 
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^lafcGther  young  lady.    This  threw; your 

K'{  poor'  mother  into  a  fad  fit  of  melan- 

«*<cHoiy,-  which  has  not  yet  left  her — but 

**>:rthe:  thoughts  of  your  foon  coming  to 

€*rj&e  us  begins  to  cheer  up  her  fpirits. 

!.;.**  Oh,  Fanny,  Fanny  !  I  never  approved 
«fof  fhefe  kind  of  unnatural  couplings. 
•ILl  Your  letters  ftiew  you  to  be  a  girl  of  a 
~**igoc*d  heart— and  I  fhould  not  have  ex- 
^^laiocd  the  particulars  of  our  diftrefs,  if 
"Mr you  could  not  feel  for  the  unhappinefs 
"**  which  your  abfence  has  occafioned. 

**  $ir  Simon  has  done  evfery  thing  in  his 
*£  power  to  keep  up  pur  fpirits—but  Lady 
*? .Hales,  1  find,  fince  the  difcovery  of 
"  Mife  Sophia's  regard  for  Samuel,  has 
**  taken  a  diflike  to  Boxley  — *  but  now  I 
**  underftand  there  is  to  be  great  doings 

"there. 

> 

"  We  have  heard  diis  from  the  houfe' 

*  fteward — and  the  rumour  is,  that  Mr, 

*<  Hale*  is  to  be  married  to  a  young  lady 

F  2  "of 
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4€  of  great  beauty,  title,  and  great  fortune, 
"  who  is  to  come  down  there. 

"  Your  poor  mother  is  broken-hearted 
"  at  this  news;  nor  can  the  goodnefs  of 
"  the  good  Do&or's  fifter,  Mrs.  Gordon, 
"  who  intends  making  you  her  heir,  recon- 
"  cile  her  to  Mr.  Hales's  broken  vow. 
"  Her  heart  is  ready  to  bur  ft,  for  tjie 
"  fteward  has  pofitively  declared  the  trutji 
"  of  it.  You  know  I  never  could  belieye 
"  that  Mr,  Hales,  when  he  grew  up  to 
"  man's  eftate,  would  remember  his  old 
"  attachment. 

iC  As  for  Samuel's  fine  profeflion,  God 
4€  profper  it  —  Sir  Simon  and  the  Dodtor 
"  may  both  have  meant  it  well  —  but  it 
"  can  be  no  recompence  to  me  for  the  lofs 
"  of  my  dear  children  —  What  does  all 
"  this  finery  fignify  when  they  are  taken 
"  from  me  —  when  I  no  longer  bqhold 
"  them  feated  round  my  fire  fide  ?  I  want 
€f  no  grandeur  and  proud  doings  —  I  only 
"  want  to  fee  my  children  humble, 'happy, 
"  and  in  my  arms.     Your  dear  mother 

"  thinks 


C     ioi     ] 

€€  thinks  beyond  this — (he  has  more  of  a 
€€  worldly  heart— but  the  tendernefs.  of  her 
€4  nature  makes  amends  for  this  deficiency. 

f<  If  then  your  heart  is  really  as  tender 

€€  as  your  repeated  letters  feem  to  ftievv  it, 

€€  come  then  as  expeditioufly  as  you  can 

€€  to  Oldthorpe,  and  do  not  facrifice  the 

€€  peace  and  happinefs  of  your  parents  for 

*f  the  fine  things  which  the  world  hajs  been 

i€  temptinjg  you  with." 


The  parental  love  of  Underwood  could 
not  be  more  manifefted  than  the  duty  and 
filial  tendernefs  of  Frances.  She  now  pro* 
pofed  to  Mr.  Hales  the  expediency  of  im- 
mediately  fetting  off  for  Oldthorpe  with 
Samuel;  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  who  equally 
partook  of  the  amiable  intentions  of  her 
adopted  niece  in  France,  and  daughter  in 
England,  refolved  on  accompanying  them. 

F  3  Their 


'their  intentions  having  been  commu- 
nicated to  Sir  Simon  Hales,  who  approved 
of  their  vifit,  and  from  whence  they  were 
to  be  furnmoned,  to  accomplifh  the  plan 
which  Sir  Simon  and  Philpot  had  laid  out. 

In  a  few  days  Samuel  and  Frances  were 
equipped  for  their  journey  to  Oldthorpe* 
Fanny  was  to  be  drefied  in  an  attire  which 
partook  of  rural  fimplicity,  aad  Samuel 
in  an  old  uniform  of  a  private  ir>  ^march- 
ing regiment,  to  confirm  die  belief  which 
Lady  Hales  had  entertained,  of  his  jbeuig 
ealifted  as  a  foldier  to  ferve  in  a'  regiqttnt 
in  America. 

Thus  adjufted,  the  parties  fee  off,  while 
every  meafure  was  contriving  in  town  by 
Sir  Simon  Hales  and  Philpot  to  ripen  the 
plot  which  they  had  contrived  to  deceive 
Lady  Hales  and  her  aunt,  Lady  Dorothy, 


PR*PA*A- 
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x-yy/Q-?  -^      -    •  .... 

..fc&E'FARATORlM    TO    &IK    SIMOK's  PLAN; 


X>Y  the  negotiation  of  Sir  Simon,  Lord 
SbeUdraks  feat  dinner  cards  of  invitatioa 
to  the  Halefes,  and  alfo  to  Lady  Dorothy 
Murray.  .  The  entertainment  was .  to  be 
fplendid,  and  the  moft  diftioguifhed  per- 
fons  of  fafhion  were  expefted.  This:  din- 
ner party  took  place  on  the  day  before  Sa- 
muel left  town  for  Oldthorpe,  who  had 
been  alfo  invited  as  a  young  gentleman  of 
Sir  Simon's  particular  acquaintance,  and 
who  had  conceived  an  attachment  for  Mifs 
Hales.  Lady  Hales  and  Lady  Dorothy 
had  noted  his  partiality  for  Sophia  at  the 
ball ;  and  being  reported  the  fon  of  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  cftate,  who  refided  in  De- 
vonfhire,  Lady  Hales  found  no  difficulty 
in  admitting  his  vifits,  which  had  for  feveral 
F  4  dav 
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days  been  repeated  after  their  meeting  on 
Lady  Champignion's  night. 


f 


But  at  Lord  Shelldrake's  his  perfon  more         | 
attracted  the  attention  of  her  Ladyfhip—        <l 
he  was  equipped  in  his  full-drefled  uniform, 
and  introduced  by  his  Lordfhip— Under 
colour  of  his  not  being  an  acquaintance, 
every  mark  of  cordiality  was  (hewn  to  him 
on  the  fide  of  her  Ladyfhip,  and  Samuel, 
who  might,  perhaps.,  Hand  felf-accufed  for 
appearing,   in  fome  refpedts,  as  a  decep- 
tions charafter,  yet  carried  off  the  part  he 
had  to  perform  with  uncommon  eafe  and 
confidence.  « 

Lady  Hales  finding  her  Favourite  plan 
with  the  Jekylls,  in  every  refpeft,  fruf- 
trated,*  as  well  on  the  fide  of  the  young 
man,  whofe  charafter  was  now  branded  | 
with  ridicule  and  the  mod  abfurd  of  mo- 
dern prodigality,  as  on  the  fide  of  Lady 
Jekyll  herfelf,  who  was  on  the  eve  of  be- 
ing married  to  a  tobacco  merchant — an  old 
friend  of  Mr.  Wardmote,  who  had  con- 
fented  to  leave  off  trade  on  the  marriage 

being 
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being  concluded.  —  Wardmote  to  for- 
ward the  marriage  of  his  fon  with  Mifs 
Jekyll,  had  alfo  entered  into  a  compro- 
mise with  Lady  Jekyll  to  leave  off  bufinefs 
himfelf,  commence  gentleman,  and  entitle 
his  fon?  if  poffible,  by  a  fplendid  appear- 
ance, to  that  rank  which  he  had  been  re- 
fufed  at  Sir  Simon  Hales's,  where  Mifs  Eli- 
zabeth Cornwall  had  expofed  him  as  an 
adventurer  under  the  feigned  name  of 
Mr.  Dalton. 

Thus  the  fentiments  of  Lady  Hales,  ftill 
influenced  by  an  uncommon  (hare  of 
worldly  vanity,  and  worldly  propriety  of 
family  connections,  feemed  to  turn  her 
mind  ferioufly  towards  a  matrimonial  alli- 
ance for  her  daughter ;  and  this  intention 
tl>e  affiduities  of  Samuel  to  Mifs  Hales  did 
not  a  little  ft  lengthen. 

The  Count  of  Montauban  had  been 
averted  from  his  dtfperate  plan  of  difputing 
the  rich  prize  of  th^JLentifh  njaid  with  Mr. 
Hales ;  and  after  the  ladies  had.  retired 
from  the  table,  a,  friendly  glafs  had  been 
F  5  exchanged 
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exchanged  by  him,  Fitz-Morris,  (one**  of 
the  party,)  and  the  latter,  by  the  medi- 
ation of  this  confiderate  and  polite  nbWe- 
man. 

Thus  Sir  Simon  found  hitherto  his  plan 
of  deception  with  his  wife  and  Lady  Do- 
rothy had  fucceeded  to  his  moft  perfeft 
wifhes ;  but  the  denouement,  the  difcovcry 
of  the  chara&ers  in  the  drama,  now  caufed 
his  principal  concern.  What  would  be 
the  fentiments  of  Lady  Hales?  How 
would  the  Scotch  pride  of  Lady  Dorothy 
reconcile  this  artful  difguife?'  What  would 
be  the  meafure  of  th'^ir  refentment  ? 

Lady  Hales  had,  'tis  true,  lived  in  a 
conrinued  ftate  of  family  diffention  with 
her  huft>and,  as  far  as  regard  peculiar  opi- 
nions of  their  children's  happinefs;  nor 
could  her  Ladyfhip  be  acquitted  of  ufing 
much  deception  in  her  conduft  towards  the 
alliance  of  her  daughter  with  Mr.  JekyU. 
Plots  and  cabals  wer#  eternally  fomented 
between  her  and  Lady  Dorothy  againft  his 
inclinations;  which,  'in   other  refpe&s  of 

the 
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the  marriage  plans  of  his  children,  were 
always  certain  to  be  oppofed  with  great 
virulency. 

Parade  and  the  levity  of  fafhion  engaged 
much  of  the  attention  of  Lady  Hales, 
while  Sir  Simon,  equally  delighted  with  a 
coniiftant  portion  of  fociety,  was  defirous 
of  fpending  a  few  months  in  town,  to  lay 
in  a  ftock  of  fummer  converfation  for  his 
hofpitable  roof  at  Boxley  —  but  this  was 
exceeded  by  her  Ladyfhip,  who  was  never 
fatisfied>  unlefs  glitter,  extravagance,  and  a. 
continual  round  of  company,  filled  up 
moft  t>f  her  time, 

Remonftrances  on  the  fide  of  Sir  Simon 
had  no  effeft  to  reclaim  her  Ladyfhip,  and 
to  turn  her  mind  into  the  calm  date  of  fe- 
cial and  domeftic  duties ;  and  it  feemed  to, 
be  too  late  in  life  for  him  to  ufe  power  and 
reftraint,  when  unbounded  tendernefs  and 
indulgence,  had  marked  his  conduct  from 
the  firft  day  of  his  marriage.  4 

Had  Sir  Simon  even  felefted  from  the 
F  6  circle 
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circle  of  their  town  acquaintance  an  ad- 
mirer for  his  daughter,  or  a  lady  p(  equal 
rank  for  his  fon,  as  not  being  the  ele&ion 
of  her  Ladylhip,  he  knew  well  that  his 
inclinations  would  have  been  oppofed  — 
Hence  to  endeavour  to  pleafe/  was  fure  to 
draw  upon  him  her  oppofkion. 

Tired,  therefore,  from  a  courfe  of  years, 
by  a  reftive  and  ungovernable  fpirit,  he 
was  defirous  of  gratifying  his  own  peculiar 
ientiments  of  matrimonial  happinefs. 

His  marriage  witty  Lady  Hales  had  been 
negotiated  by  his  father  apd  Lady  Dorothy 
to  fatisfy  pecuniary  convenience  on  one 
fide,  and  a  natural  oftentation  on  the  fide 
of  his  deceafed  parent;  Lady  Dorothy 
had  promifed  her  intereft  to  procure  his  fa- 
ther an  Irtfh  Earldom — but  death  robbing 
him  of  the  completion  of  his  grandeur,  it 
was  only  left  him  to  enjoin  his  fon  to  ac- 
cept of  Lady  Dorothy's  Scotch  intereft  to 
raife  him  to  this  ftafce  of  nobility — but 
which  Sir  Simon  always  thought  proper  to 

relinguifh, 
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relinquifti,  to  the  no  little  difpleafure  of 
the  aunt  and  niece. 

His  own  marriage  thus  having  been  ef- 
fe6ted  by  interefted  mqtiyesj  and:  not  by 
the  natural  ties  of  the  heart,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  fee  that  accomplished  in  his  fon 
which  he  bimfelf  had  been  refqfed. 

To  Lady  Hale§  he  had  eyer  behaved 
with  the  teqdernefs  of  an  indqlging  huf- 
band,  wilfully,  blind  to  her  caprices  and 
follies.  He  had,  'tis  true,  endeavpured  re- 
peatedly to  wean  her  fronj  her  extravagan- 
cies; but  his  laudable  views  only  ferved 
to  inflame  her  obftinacy,  and  to  lay  the 
bads  of  family  contention. 

His  affedion  had  thus  by  degrees  dege- 
nerated into  cold  refpeft,  nor  was  it  till 
his  fon  Edward  and  Sophia  were  riling  to 
maturity  that  he  began  to  confider  of  his 
comfortlefs  and  wretched  alliance. 

Determined,  therefore,    to   be  vigilant 
over  the  happinefs  of  his  children,  he  che- 
rished 
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rifhed  in  them  a  natural*  affe&ion  in  pre- 
ference to  a  groveling  intereft,  or  a  fordid 
paffion. 

Well  did  he  forefee  the  development  of 
his  plot  would  caufe  a  much  greater  con- 
fternation  than  ever  had  tranfpired  between 
him  and  his  wife ;  but  having  long  had 
but  too  powerful  reafons  to  arraign  her  fol- 
lies, he  was  now  finally  refolved,  in  his 
mind,  that  the  difproportioned  marriage  of 
his  children  (hould  prove  a  retaliation  for 
her  difobedience  and  final  expiation,  fhould 
(he  hereafter  return  to  her  wedded  duties. 


LADY 
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,  LADY  Dorothy  Murray,  (o  fully  pre- 
poffeffed  in  favour  of  Lady  Cachnefs,  had 
taken  every  opportunity  of  ingratiating 
herfelf  in  her  good  opinion. 

Mrs.  Gordon  having  married  into  the 
celebrated  Scotch  family  of  that  name,  was 
acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  feveral  per- 
fons  of  diftin&ion  in  that  Country,  and 
had  it  therefore  in  her  power  to  play  into 
the  foible  of  this  lady  with  uncommon  fuc- 
cefs.  Her  unhappy  hufband,  Colonel 
Gordon,  who  had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the 
Steuart  caufe,  refided  chiefly  in  that  coun- 
.  try,  and  where  Mrs.  Gordon  had  for  feve- 
ral years  been  habituated  to  their  cuftoms, 
and  had  formed  feveral  connections. 

This  intimacy,  which  the  advances  of 
Lady  Dorothy  had,  within  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  matured  airnoft  to 
friendfhip,  had  drawn  from  her  the  mod 
unreferved  intelligence  of  the  Halefes^  into 
which  family  her  niece  had  married;  and 
Mrs.  Gordon,  availing  herfelf  of  this  free- 
dom  of  communication,   foon   faw   the 

point 


point  which  (he  had  to  fecurc.  Where- 
fore, having  feigned  to  open  her  heart  in 
confidence  to  Lady  Dorothy,  fhe  frankly 
declared  that  her  v.ifit  tp  London  was 
merely  to  provide  a  fuitable  match  for  her 
daughter. 

This  confeffiorj  expiring  the  pride  of  her 
Ladylhip,  (he  cQul,d  not,  a?  might  natu- 
rally be  fuppofed,  be  deficient  in  the 
fcheme  of  propofing  her  pephew,  Mr. 
Hales,  as .  a  young  man  of  great  inheri- 
tance, as  well  from  the  fide  of  his  father, 
as  from  herfelf,  at  her  death ;  and  there- 
fore commenced  the  family  treaty  of  mar- 
riage— which,  to  her  great  fatisfa&ion,  Que, 
foon  found  was  approved  by  the  afliimed 
Lady  Cathnefs. 

Thus,  wifh  ^e  cqnfent  of  Mfs.  Gor- 
don, the  feigned  mother  qf  Frances,  Lady 
Dorothy,  highly  elated  with  the  fuccefs  of 
her  negotiation,  imparted  the  faqae  to 
LaJy  Hales ;  and  a?  Mr.  Hales  had  figni- 
fied  his  approbation,  having  informed 
them  of  his  vifit  to  Lady  Cathnefs,  which 

he 
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he  coloured  with  the  pretext  of  foliciting 
her  daughter's  hand,  a  propofal  of  mar- 
riage was  immediately  fignified  to  the 
parties. 


A  SHORT 
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A  SHORT   EPISODE  OE   THE  COBNWAJLfiS..  < 


On  the.  arrival  of  George  Cornwall  in 
England  he  found  his  filler  by  no  means 
in  fuch  a  dangerous  Hate  as  he  had  been 
led  to  apprehend. 

Bafe  arts  of  an  unfeeling  and  interested 
family  to,  work  on  the  paffions  and  gene- 
rous fentiments  of  unexperienced  youth  f 
Tis  true  Amelia  Cornwall'  had  been  difor- 
dered— her  extreme  delicacy  of  health 
could  not  withftandthe  complicated  (hocks 
of  parental  influence ;  which,  united  with 
the  conftant  dialogue  of  human  prudence 
on  the  fide  of  her  aunt,  (he  had  been  at* 
tacked  with  a  flow  nervous  fever,  and 
which  the  latter  had  contrived  to  anfwer  as 
a  fpur  to  incite  her  nephew  to  revenge  the 

infult 
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infult  which  the  Halefes  had  (hewn  her  fa- 
mily. 

This  lady,  of  a  mafculine  literary  turn 
of  mind,  had  received  impreffions  of  a 
nice  fenfe  of  honour  from  the  perufal  of 
authors ;  and  this,  joined  with  the  difap- 
pointment  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  marriage  alli- 
ance in  the  family  of  the  Halefes,  had  given 
her  fentiments  too  free  fcope  in  the  pre- 
sence of  George  Cornwall,  who,  having 
already  taken  fire  on  the  declaration  of 
Hales's  featiment  againft  the  match  with 
his  filler,  when  he  fuddenly  left  the  houfe 
of  the  Baronet,  wvas  refolved  to  call  his 
old  friend  Edward  to  an  account.. 

Heated  with  a  fpirit  of  romantic  gallan- 
try, young  minds  are  too  apt  to  rufh  preci- 
pitately into  fchemes  of  refentment.  But 
when  the  father  and  aunt  had  heard  of  his 
violence,  and  the  narrow  efcape  of  Mr. 
Hales,  their  animofity  was  inftantly  abated, 
and  they  then  turned  their  thoughts  to  the 
forwarding  of  a  prior  offer  which  had  been 
made  to  Amelia  by  a  young  gentleman  of 

famil 
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family  and  fortune,  though  noty  in  the  lat- 
ter refpeft,  of  comparative  magnitude  to 
Mr.  Hales. 

This  young  gentleman,  of  the  name  of 
Beauclerc,  had  refumed  his,  folicitatioh  on 
hearing  of  Mr.  Hales's  defe&ion;  and  be-r 
ing  accepted  into  the  favour  of  Mr.  Corn- 
wall, Amelia  was  prevailed  on  to  receive 
the  renewal  of  his  addrefies.  Thus,  as  the 
hurry  on  the  mind  of  this  young  lady  be- 
came more  calm,  (he  gradually  recovered  in 
proportion  as  the  remonftrance  of  the  fa- 
ther and  aunt  had  abated* 

Mr.  Beauclerc  was  the  youth  on  whom 
(he  had  firft  placed  her  affe&ions ;  but  the 
antient  friendfliip  of  her  father  with  Sir 
Sinton  Hales  having  caufed  the  repeated 
vifits  of  Mr.  Hales  in  the  family,  intereft 
and  a  fhattered  fortune  had  prevailed  on 
him  to  enter  into  a  horrid  traffic  with  his 
beautiful  daughter — and,  to  the  fuccefs  of 
whicK,  the  natural  firm  and  engaging  man- 
ners of  Mr.  Hales  did  not  a  little  ferve  to 
contribute. 

But 
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But  drift  juftice  here  (hould  refcue  the 
independant  Britifli  fenator  from  an  impu- 
tation of  guilt.  This  tarnifh  on  his  chaT 
rafter  was  evidently  caufed  by  the  artful  in* 
terference  of  his  lifter  and  cabinet  coun- 
sellor, Mifs  Elizabeth  Cornwall,  who,  find- 
ing all  her  projefts  circumvented,  and  her 
brother  not  a  litde  offended  at  the  fatal 
confequences  which  had  very  nearly  re- 
fulted  from  her  plot,  had  fet  off  for  Italy 
to  draw  up  the  hiftory  of  her  tour  for  pub- 
lication, having  previoufly  engaged  with 
her  bookfeller  to  accept  of  the  work. 

Plot,  tattle,  arid  thfe  moft  cbrifiimmate 
hypocrify,  hid  rendered  this  lady  cbrri- 
pletely  odious  among  her  accjuaihtancc; 
and  (he  had  thus  devifed  a  plan  to  forcfc 
herfelf  into  celebrity,  and  to  introduce  her* 
felf  afrefti  [into  the  world  under  the  con^ 
temptible  charafter  of  a  travel-monger. 

The  retailer  of  fiftion,  under  the  mafk  of 
veracity — the  babler  of  anecdotes  of  thofe 
perfons  whofe  hofpitality  had  received  her 
at  their  tables — the  reciter  of  marvellous 

adven- 
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adventures  to  decorate  her  pages  with  no- 
velty, and  the  new  furbilher  of  old  tales, 
turned  into  modern  phrafeology — the  tra- 
veler finding  food  for  popularity  on  her  * 
return  to  her  native  Country,  and  finking 
all  the  charms  of  real  mental  improvement 
into  the  oftentauon  of  felf  importance  and 
felf  applaufe — magnifying  the  foibles  of 
thofe  characters  who  came  within  the  fcope 
of  her  ohfervation,  to  raife  the  value  of  her 
own  abilities,  and  applauding  thofe  from 
whom  her  own  confequence  was  derived, 

t)n  the  departure  of  this  hufy,  poetefs, 
profe  writer,  chronicle  of  all  town  news, 
and  family  tormentor,  the  Cornwall  family 
had  rcovered  their  former  peace  of  mind. 
Mifs  Cornwall  was  fatisfied  with  the  ho- 
nourable condudt  of  Mr.  Hales— gradu- 
ally recovering  from .  her  bad  ftate  of 
health,  and  re-inftated  into  her  original 
partiality  for  Mr.Beauclerc. 

Mr.  Cornwall  had  refumed  his  former 
fiiendfliip  with  Sir  Simon  Hales,  while  his 

fon 
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fo£  George  only  waited  for  an  opportunity 
to  expiate  his  rafti  and  impetuous  refent- 
anient  againft  his  bofom  friend. 


THE 
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THE   VISIT    AT   OLDTHORPR. 


J^iADY  Cathnefs  had  propofed  to  Lady 
Hales  and  Lady  Dorothy  to  wave  their  in- 
tended vifit  to  Boxley,  but  firft  to  fet  oflF 
for  Scotland  previous  to  the  marriage  of 
her  daughter. 

Under  cover  of  this  journey  Fanny  had 
flattered  herfelf  with  the  tender  hopes  of 
pouring  out  her  ftreams  of  filial  duty  in 
the1  bofom  of  a  doating  mother  —  to  re- 
main at  Oldthorpe  till  the  nuptials -were 
prepared.  But  herein  the  plot  of  Sir  Simon 
feemed  to  gather  in  -difficulty — Family 
writings  and  previous  arrangements  on  the 
pretended  dowry  of  Mifs  Cathnefs  evi- 
denced the  propriety  of  their  departure  for 
Scotland,  and  Lady  Hales  and  Lady  Do- 
rothy were  both  elated  on  the  forwardncfs 

and 


and  energy  with  which  the  approaching 
nuptials  were  conducted. 

This  fcheme  feemed  to  promife  a  great 
fliare  of  fuccefs ;  but  the  arrival  of  Fanny 
at  Oldthorpe  could  not  fail  of  reaching  the 
ears  of  Lady  Hales,  which  might,  perhaps, 
raife  hfer  fufpicion  of  the  plot.  It  was  alfo 
natural  for  her  Ladyfliip  to  entertain  fufpi- 
ctons  of  Edward's  having  renewed  his  af- 
foftioafor  her, . 

Should  the  grounds  be  tfifcovered  by  her 
Tjadyftiip,  to  remove  thefe  fufpiciohs.  Sir 
Simon  had  recourfe  to  the  fpirited  letter 
which  Fanny  Underwood  had  written  to  t 
him,  to  emancipate  herfelf  from  her  obli- 
gationsto-his  family,  and  from  her  pledge 
of  affeftion  to  Edward.  This  would  ferve 
to  prepare  her  for  her  return  to  her  family 
—but  to  ftill  more  effeftually  her  fufpicions 
on  Edward's  fidelity  to  Fanny,  he  had  art- 
fully infinuated  that  Edward  had  dete&ed 
her  in  an  aflair  of  gallantry  in  Paris,  and 
which  was  corroborated  by  Do&or  Philpot, 
with  affertions  that  his  fifter  had  machi- 

Vol.  III.  G  nated 
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Ti^tedixthis  intrigue  oh  the  prem'.fe^  <rf:  E^ 
ward's  negledt,  which  feeoted  wly.  to  h*w. 
»  been  a  ftratagem  to  favour  Mrs.  Gordon's 
prtdik&ioa  in  fevoiir  of  a  match  of  fcer 
own  promoting, 

, ,  To  affections  So.  fpetious  Lady  Hales  Jyri 
liftened  with  great  confidence ;  and  a$  the 
iBoft  fpiendid  preparations  ^ere  making  at 
Boxley,  iter  Ladyflaip  feejned  to  be  at>- 
forbed  totally  in  this  gratification  of  be* 
heart, 

'.  She  had  now  an  opportunity  of  indulg- 
ing her  fiafte,  her  pretenfioos  to  elegance 
and  expence—  in  this  (he  was  not  a  little 
feconded  by  the  pretended  Lady  Cathnefe* 
who  had  a&ually,  in.  teftixnony  of  her 
hearty  approbation  of  a,  magnificent  nup- 
tial feftival^  depofited  a  thoufand  pounds 
as  a  fhare  of.  her  expence. 

Under  thefe  arrangements  Fanny  and 
Mrs.  Gordon  let  off  for  Gldthorpe. 

-  Mrs/Gordon,   took    an.  apartment  at 

Maidftone, 
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Maldftone,  frhere,-  at  no  ;  great   dlftittctf  . 
frdto  Oldthorpe,  (he   could  from  time  td 
time,  by  a  private  interview,  difcourfe  with 
her  lovely tk've. 

Edward  Hales,  already  infpiretf  wfth  the 
iftbft  ardent  dtfe&ictti  for  the  lovely  FVatrces, 
had  refolded  on  fetting  off  for  &*xley  wfth:: 
Mis  femily,  arid  where  he'  had  favited  Si-  ] 
miiefto  perfeVefe'  itt  his  atddreffestb  hfe 
fitter.  '*       -  ;      '.*  • 

This  invitation  had  been  accepted  with  * 
the  full  approbation  of  Lady  Hales,  who  * 
had  •received' the  molt  favourable  preptoffef-  ' 
fibns*  of  him,  and  whieh  'were  'not  a  littlfe 
heightened  by  the  contrivance  of 'I'hilpot  td ' 
engage   the  good  report  of  Lord  Shell-  ' 
drake,  to  whom  he  had,  imparted  the  plan 
of  Sir  Simon,  arid  on  whom  he  could  re* 
pofe  the  mort  uriih'afcen  confidence* 

Lord  Shelldrake   had   aflerted  his    ac- 
quaintance with  Samuel's  family,  and  which 
feemcd  to  be  fully-  confirmed  by -the  invi- 
G  2  tafion 
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tation  which  he  had  given  iiim  to  his 
table. 

When  Fanny  and  Mrs.  Gordon  arrived 
at  Oldthorpe,  it  was  in  the  evening  —  the 
chaife  driving  up  to  the  farm  houfe,  old 
Underwood  received  them  with  the  ftrongeflt 
marks  of  parental  affe&ion — but  her  poor 
tender  mother  was  not  at  the  door  to  give 
her  welcome.  Whether  excels  of  joy,  or 
the  continued  intuits  and  upbraidings  (he 
had  received  from  her  neighbours,  or  the 
xliffatisfied  temper  of  her  hufband,  had  con- 
fpired  to  injure  her  health,  Mrs.  Under- 
wood had  been  attacked  on  the  overnight 
with  a  fever,  thefymptoms  of  which  began 
to  (hew  thenofelves  with  confiderable  vio- 
lence. 

Sad  welcome  to  the  delicate  Tieart  of  her 
filial  daughter  !  She  flew  to  her  room- 
approached  the  bed  of  her  fick  mother- 
Mrs.  Underwood  had  been  continually 
aiking  for  her— and  hearing  the  noife  of 
die  chaife,  her  impatience  could  not  be 
tranquilifed— k  was  therefore  judged,  how- 
ever 


ev*r  the  great  joy  of  meeting  on  the*  fide 
of  mother  might,  perhaps,  affeft  her,  tfte 
inbfe  prudent  meafure  for  the  fame  to  take 
^£>lace~She  approached  her  bed — Wha* 
^ecftafy  in  the  natural  emotions  of  a  parent 
and  child,  in  thofe  fituatioris  of  life  which 
are  not  influenced  by  luxurious  refinement,. 
^r  tfcefe  vicious  pteafures  which  never  fail 
to  render  the  Heart  calous  and  inacceffible  ! 
'* — Tears  of  parental  joy  on  one  fide— tears 
oF  filial    love    and  duty  on    the   other. 
Fanny's  clafping  her  parent  to  her  breaffc, 
^and    unloading    her  heart  on  her    ago- 
jniling  bofom — in  this  fituation  Mrs.  Gor- 
don had  ftolen  up  gently  into  the  room*, 
•with    apprehenfions    that    the     meeting, 
would  be  too  affe&ing  for  her  health,  un- 
lefs  (he  could  contrive  to  moderate  her 
feelings,  * 

Having,  therefore,  made  ufe  of  every 
expedient  by  a  gentle  and  perfuafive  tram 
of  argument,  (he  contrived  to  reftore  her 
xo  &me  calmnefs. 

>mm%  '  G  3  Fanny 
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Fanny  was  now  made  acquainted  wish 
the  mifery  her  mother  had  endured  ltQce 
her  abfence — with  the  Sacrifice  (he  had 
made  to  cherifh  the  natural  defire  of  feeing 
her  happy — She  heard  the  repeated  -attacks 
flie  had  received  from  her  father,  who,  re- 
penting of  the  confenr  which  he  had  given 
to  her  alliance  with  Mr.  Hales,  had  heaped 
the  moft  heart-rending  accufations  on  his 
wife — Moft  of  his  old  friends  had  foriaken 
him — detraction  had  ruined  his  peace  of 
iRiind  -*-  his  once  joyful  cottage  had  beta 
changed  to  a  continual  fcene  of  discontent 
and  bickering— the  moft  dreadful  confe- 
quenceswere  apprehended— Uaderwood 
was  mournful  and  wretched ;  and  with  Sar 
mud's  plan  of  prosperity,  he  was  equally 
dlffausfied,  a$d  ijuavviljing  to  (be  accom- 
plished. 

]\frs.  Underwood  could  not  conform  ta 
his  harih  injunctions  -r- (he  had  placed  all 
her  happineis  on  feeing  her  daughter  united 
to  the  man  who  had  received  his  infant 
foftering  from  the  fame  breaft ;  and  in  her 
firc:ggles  with  the  ftera  difcontent  of  her 

hufbancK 


fa£tag<l^ft&  tiad  to  fiipport  the  molt  fcarffc 
*fef»)fedft  which .  almaft,  bowed  her  to  the 
*mh.  .  Belted  rebuked  her  fcrintehxpa- 
fate  id&t-^tf  foarirrg  to  a  ftation  beyond 
*er  ability  —  and  with  great,  colour  of  rea- 
Iba  had;;pjii*aed  the  'fittxacciaa  of  both  his 
^hiidrefv  a*  iiiiftikalta^riacip:as:wclLas  his 
tWn-happmrfi---obfecviBg;  that  were  their 
*Ihfes  to  t>e-o©i»p1et«i^  aifar  as  .might 
tJWicetn  Afeir  fchioi^wkk  :$ir  Simon  Hales'* 
ftnflly,  or  fti*  ^difpeffe&  the/ prejudice: 
irf*  fciriftt  and  forta«er'  a  drcuittflfance  not 
^i^r  pmbabl^  that  -they:  ibil^  might  pre* 
lfoFve^irfit»l  a^aiotiuiiinipaired  by. the 
fplendour  of  their  ftation/ and  that  they 
could  even  defcend  to  receive  their  parents 
tptktk  boforoin  the  face  of  all  this  difpa-, 
rtfy~^ft#l  the  order  of  focitfy  Uiuft  even 
wkhfcoU' the  teeming  heart  of  the  parent 
from  affimilating  with  generous  fervour  in 
jhe  participation  of  their  proffered  love.  • 
i.  ■  , 

Undarwetod  had  ftrengch  of  mind   to 
conceive,  that  adifparity  of  ftation  muftbe 
attended  with  a  difparity  of  fenfcimcht* 
and  that  though  his  children  might,  on 
G  4  princi- 
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principles  of  moral  virtue,  retain  thegrcateft 
poffible  fenfc  of  filial  duty,  that  duty  could 
not  be  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  that  which 
would  arife  from  a  more  equal  condition. 
The  fimple  unadorned  harmony  of  natural 
family  attachment,  the  love  of  parent  and 
child,  muft  receive  _difie*ent  impreffions. 
The  cottage  fire  fide  could  itnpart  no  de* 
light  ta  the  mind  tutored  with  modern  re- 
finement— it  might  affed:  to  receive  plea* 
fure — might  bear  witl^  it — but  this  impref. 
fion  mud  arife  from  condefcenfion — not  the 
gratulating  oonvidion  ,  of  a  lull  relifh  of 
ruftic  pleafure  which  the   lefs  cultivated 
mind  could  indulge  19. 

He  had  alio  afferted,  that  the  natural 
pride  of  his  heart  retrained  him  from  giv* 
ing  his  fell  fan&ion  to  the  propofal  of  Sk 
Simon—  he  could  not  endure  to  refleA  on 
the  fupcrior  advantages  of  his  children 
over  himfelf — the  natural  authority  and 
rule'ofthe  parent  revolted  at  the  unequal 
jaflbrtment.  Perhaps  diere  might  be. pa- 
rents who  would  gladly  refign  their  natural 

privU 
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privileges  to  their  children;  but  his  own 
bfreaft  repelled  fuch  refle&ions. 


*"  ^l*is  true,  he  faid,  he  had  given  his  fane* 
tion  to  the  views  of  Sir  Simon  ;  but  in  this 
he  had  for  ever  taken  leave  of  his  future 
happinefs —  The  world  too  he  had  to  com- 
bat with — the  malignant  voice  of  his 
Bieighbours  —  the  felfe  report  propagated 
to  invade  his  peace — envy  of  equals  raifed 
to  the,  height  of  enmity  and  oblique  re- 
proach.. 
*■ »  .* 

:  Excluded  thus  from  his  former  friends^, 
he  had  recourfe  to  hk  own  roof,  and  there 
the  moment  of  repentance,  for  having 
fallen  into  the*  unequal  affortment  of  his  < 
children,  added  gall  to  his  difcontented 
foul,  and'  the  mild  and  tender  companion 
of  his  breaft  received  the  bitter  accufation. 
—Thus  with  the  difcontent  of  her  hufband 
the  anxieties  which  (he  experienced  for  the 
abfence  of  her  children — the  uncertainty  of 
the  plan  fucceeding — and  the  certain 
mifery  attending  thqfailnre  of  it— heaped 
upon  her  a  continual  fucceffionof  fotrow — a 
G5  farrow 


fonow  which  had  internally  preyed  upon 
her  fpirits,  and  extended  her  on  the  bed  of 
ficknefs. 

Thus  Underwood,  naturally  of  a  item 
mnd  far-judging  mind— a  mind  framed 
more  for  a  cautious  furvey  of  future  mifery 
than  -for  the  enjoyment  of  adtial  prefent 
happinefs— bad  always  confidered  the  un- 
equal connexion  of  his  children  pregnant 
wkh  great  mifery ;.  this,  the  reports  of  Mr. 
Hales's  attachment  to  Mifs  Cornwall,  had 
not  a  little  ferved  to  increafo 

Lady  Hates  alfo  had,  by  an  unwearied 
plan  of  fcdulous  induftry,  propagated  re* 
ports  aga&ft  his  reputation ;  or,  at  leaft; 
(he  had  always  given  her  fan&ion  to  every 
inve&ive  which  circulated  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fernu 
Her  unceasing  rancour  and  perfonally- 
marked  hatred  had  been  (hewn-  on  various 
occafions. 

0  . 

Every  circumftance  thus  confpira}  to 

tender  Underwood  diffatisfied  with  thcfor- 

■    •  tune 
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turtetyf  his  children,  and  to  perfuade  him 
that  the  fulleft  completion  of  Sir  Simon's 
plan,  which  Mrs.  Gordon  had  opened  to 
him  concerning  the  approaching  wedding- 
at  the  manfion,  could  not  balance  the 
mifery  he  had  experienced. 


The  ebullition  of  genuine  affe&ion  be- 
tween parent  and  child  agitated  the  fpirits 
of  Mrs.  Underwood,  and  the  moil  alarm- 
ing fymptoms  of  her  difordcr  enfued.  Mrs*. 
Gordon  was  now  obliged  to  ufe  her  autho- 
rity j  and  to  ftiil  her  mind,  (he  enforced^ 
the  moil  perfuafive  argument  to  invite  her* 
torepofe* 

But  what  were  the  tranfports  of  grief 
that  Fanny  experienced!  To  fee  her  mo* 
ther  induced  to  aft  alarming  ftate  of  health 
fcy  aflK6tion— by  anxiety  on  her  accdunt— 
to  contemplate  the  feeries  of  urihappinefs 
Which  Oldthorpr  hfcd^xperieaced  fincfe  he£ 
G  6  '    abfence 
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abfence — her  heart  condemned  her  as  the: 
caiife  of  this  mifery — her  fenfibility  accufed 
her  of  having  indulged  an  afpiring  view 
of  ambition  at  the  expence  of  the  more  na- 
tural and  delicious  feels. of  filial  duty.  She 
had  anticipated  the  utmoft  reach  of  her 
hopes  with  Mr.  Hales  —  thefe  hopes  (be 
ibund  could  be  foon  difappointed  hy.the 
lead  change  of  condition  with  her  parents. 
At  the  thoughts  of  lofing  her  motherr-a 
mother  whofe  maternal  tendernefs  had  been 
fo  endearing— and  were  (he  to  rife  to  that 
ftate,  which  the  inqocent  wi(h  of  the  parent, 
in  feeing  her  child  profperous,  had  fo  long 
flattered  her,  could  not  be  balanced  by  the 
mifery  of  fo  great  a  lofs^  To  this  dear 
qbjeft  then  were  all  her  thought*  directed— 
to  divine  the  fource  of  h$r  malady— to  ad- 
minifter  comfort— to  watch  with  unwearied 
tendernefs  overthe  bed  of  her  fick  parent— 
^engrcffed  her'refle&ioas..    .♦ 

.  Her  father  was  waking  to  receive  her 

below — Khe  flew  to  his  arms*   Mrs.  Gordon 

remained  with  her  mother.     Her  heart  big. 

failing  in  her  bofom,  (he  had  no  words  to 

3  utter. 
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utter.  Underwood  was  altered  m  his  Coun- 
tenance— the  lines  of  care  and  grief  were 
marked  upon  ir — He  caft  his  eyes  upon 
her  with  a  riveting  attention — he  faw  her 
drefe  finipie — fhe  was  attired  in.  ai  plain 
linen  gown — the  powder  combed  out  of 
her  hair — a  clofe  cap— in  fhort,  (he  had 
ftudioufiy  avoided  the  leaft  (how  in  her 
appearance  to  excite  any  reproving  thought* 
in  her -family.  Her  return  was  hot  the  re- 
turn of  vain  dtfplay  of  fuperior  ftation — it 
was  the  return  of  native  goodnefs— native 
pure  affeftioh — to  throw  off  the  falfe  glare 
of  worldly  polifhr-to  repofe  on  theL  boibra 
of  her  long  abfent  parents. 

Underwood  in  raptures,  and  with  alio* 
nifhment,  thus  faw  no  artificial  alteration  in 
the  appearance  of  his  daughter —  he  drew 
his  chair  nearer  to  her  fide — took  hold  of 
her  hand — prefled  k  tq  his  lips— bathed  it 
with  a  tear.  Still  they  were  both  filent. 
But  what  a  filencel — aftlence  more  ex- 
preffive  of  cordial  happinefs  than  all  the 
painted  expreffions  of  feigned  delight;  The 
natural  ftrength  of.  his  mind  caufed  him  to 

difcr 
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difcriminate  the  condutfi  of  his  lovely  child* 
He  had  been  informed  by  Mrs.  Gordon  of 
*  her  appearance  at  the  ball,  and  the  procefs  of 
the  Baronet's  fcheme—  he  had  heard  of  that 
exqgUke  polifh  the  had  received — he  muft 
therefore  have  confidered  the  appearance  of 
Fanny  as  concerted  through  motives  of 
prudence  and  good  fenfe — her  judgement 
he  admired— but  the  greateft  influence 
which  her  unadorned  appearance  had  over 
him  was,  the  bringing  to  his  mind  the 
completion  of  thofe  hopes  which  he  had. 
moderately,  yet  pleafingly,  indulged*  m- 
He  faw  before  him  die  neat  and  rational 
pifture  of  happkefs  whi£h  his  modeft  and 
contended  mind  had  traced  at  an  early 
period  of  hV  life — his  Child  grown  up — 
ihe  handmaid  of  the  farm  —  the  fimpte 
companion  of  his  cares,  of  his  domeftic 
happinefs— unafpirihg  modefty— tmafpb- 
ing  ruftic  Simplicity. 

Herein  *as  UiideHirood's  delfgftf,  and 
departing  from  tbefe  thoughts,  Bis  happi- 
jiefs  dccreafed  in  proportion,. 

»     * 

Thus 


t  in  y 

*  Thus  influenced  by  the  unatfummg  ap- 
pearatKie  and  manner  of  the  lovely  Frances, 
the  father  thus  addreffed  his  child  : 

"  Methinks,  daughter,  your  home  has 
§i  ftill  preferved  fome  (hare  of  your  regard. 
M  You  are  glad  to  fee  your  parents  ;  but, 
**  my  dear,  our  hearts  are  rent  in  twain. 
"  with  grief.  I  now  fee  before,  me  only 
u  vexation  and  forrow  m  the  plan  we  have 
"  adopted.  It  is  a  fad  exchange,  child^ 
•*•'  to  barter  family  peace  for  grandeur.  £ ' 
§€  do  not  know  how  Sir  Simon  will  con- 
w  elude  the  bufinefs.  Lady  Hales,  as  I 
**  underftand,  is  ftill  our  enemy.  And  the 
"  plot  of  the  wedding,  which  Mrs*  Gordon? 
**  has  thisinftant  informed  me  of,  does  not 
u  meet  with  my  approbation.  Deception, 
'/  daughter,  is  what  I  never  countenanced- 
"  It  is  my  proteftatidn  againft  it  which  has 
**  been  the  caufe  of  your  mother's  illnefs.* 

The  word  pmeftniton  averted  the  eyes  of 
Fanny  from  thofe  of  her  father,  and  (he 
faced  them  on  the  ground  without  a  reply* 

«  Daughter,** 


"  Daughter/'  he  refiimed,  €t  y6a  are 
<c  ftricken  with  my  laft  words  z  I  have  faid 
€€  I  proteft  againft  the  deception  that  is  to 
tc  be  made  ufe  of  at  the'manfiori.  Lady 
cc  Hales's  approbation  can  only  recom- 
"  pence  me  in  part  for  the  great  trouble  I 
u  have  experienced  in  this  difproportionaie 
"  match.  To  be  the  catife  of  unceafing^ 
<c  enmity  between  Sir  Simon  and  his  lady 
•c  will  never  be  reconciled  to  my  mind. 
**  We  have  all  of  us  proceeded  too  far* 
€€  and  I  am  afraid  Sir  Simon  himfelf  mud 
"  begin  to  think  the;  fame.  The  world* 
€t  my  dear  daughter*  will  reprove  us —we 
"  (hall  be  ridiculed  by  the  wife  ;  and  were 
w  the  Baronet  thus  to  enforce  his  p^ojcft, 
"  the  unfubdued  pride  of  her  lady  (hip  will 
'*  make  her  refent  the  infult  which  Ihe  may 
**  conceive  to  be  put  upon  her— and  fo,  in 
€€  tnsth,  it  will  be.  She  will  be  deceived 
c<  into  the  match.  Were  my  own  thoughts 
"  to  be  told,  I  cannot  help  faying  that  I 
**  feel  a  pride  within  me  which  withdraws 
"  my  confent.  'Tis  unworthy  and  dif- 
€€  honed  to  promote  our  fuccefs  by  this 

"  kind  of  deception  and  artifice'' 

Fanny 
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'  .  Fanny  was  ftjll  filent. 

ic  AH  my  plans  on  the  farm,  my  dear, 
"  have  run  back  fincc  you  and  Samuel 
4€  have  left  us — nothing  has  profpered.  I 
*.'  feel  my  temper  lowered,  and  I  fear  your 
€t  poor  mother  has  been  the  fufferes  by  it* 
"  Why  has  Sir  Simon  thus  intruded  on  the 
€€  peace  of  an  innocent  family  }" 

The  tear  ftole  down  Underwood'*  f%ce» 
Fanny  rofe  up  to  wipe  it  off  with  hep  foft 
and  fair  cheek.  It  was  at  the  inftant  a  tap- 
ping was  heard  at  the  door.  A  mai\  en- 
tered in  a  foldier's  dirty  uniform — Under-, 
wood  embraced  his  fon  Samuel.  He  was 
expected  that  evening. 

The  meeting  was  the  emotion  of  perfbft 
nature — yet  of  cultured  goodnefs  on  the 
fide  of  the  Ton* 

Samuel  beheld  the  mournful  afpeft  of 
his  father.  He  received  the  unwefcome 
news  of  his  mother's  illnefs— bat  he  for-v 
bore  to;  fee  her  that  night, 

Mrs* 


Mrs.  Gordon  had  eodeafroofed  to  footh 
her  into  a  more  rcpofed  ftate  of  mind ; 
tfatfy  were  apprchignfivc  left  any  ftefii  dmo 
oon  might  toocafain  a  grater  accds  o£ 
fcvfcr*. 


TfcftVBI.ES    IHCHSASC    IN    THE    FA&tf 
ROUSE.. 

A  HE  morning  following  the  Arrival'  <tf 
Samuel  and  prances/  the  difoider  of  Ml* 
Underwood  increafcd  with  great  violence. 
She  was  delirious.  Fanny  had  fat  up  with 
,ker  the  grcaccft  part  of  the  night.  Mrs. 
4*bndon  at  a  late  hour  fet  off  for  Maidfton*, 
and  in  the  morning  returned  with  an  emi- 
nent phyiician  of  the  town,  who  found  her 
fitoadoo  critical. 

Underwood    inconsolable,    now    eonfi- 
dered  the  ftate  of  his  family  arrired  at  an 

alarming 
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lai^miag  period  x^  earthly  X/oubic.  Thoqgl* 
lib. mind  had  the  ftrpngefl:  portion  of  na- 
.^ive  vigour,  he  could  derive  no  confiding 
. :  precept  from  that  ielf-taught  pbilofophy  be. 
b^d  embibect  His  religious  fentiments 
were  not  firm :  he  had  made  no  facrificeto 
the  calm  principles  of  human  condu6t. 
The  ftate  he  was  reduced  to  he  conteaj- 
plated  as  the  refult  of  his  erroneous  and 
unliable  difpofition  —  he  became  fallen?—* 
fl9w  tp  anfwer ^loadi_.to  %eak.  - 

In  ruftic  life,  for  the  want  of  that  coali- 
tion of  intercourfe  which  can  alone  ftore 
the  migd  with  a  pexfeft  knowledge  of  hu- 
tgan  nature,  there  is  a  doubtful  caft  of 
temper  always  inimical  to  the  happinef*  q£ 
man.  .  Departing  from  daily  action,  baddy 
labour,  die  mind  of  the  peafant  becomes, 
feeble  and  fludtating.  It  has  no  fixed  prin- 
ciple fpr  its.  conduft,  and  k  inwardly  droops 
vender  a  date  >of  lethargic  difcontent.  Ufa- 
derwood  had  placed,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  his  happinefs  on  the  culture  and  im- 
provement ;of  his  farm  —  all  other,  extra-, 
ijeoqs  thoughts  ^er<$  only  jpiroads.  on  Ws 

peace.. 
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peace.  He  therefore  now  found  himfieff 
'  approaching  to  the  verge  of  mifery..  >Ha% 
younger  children  were  not  of  age  to  mm* 
nage  in  the  family  ;  nor  had  he  a  fon  on 
whom  he  could  confide  any  portion  of  Tiis 
farming  labours ;  and  calling  his  eyes  on 
Samuel,  He  there  beheld  the  great  fuppoct 
of  his  fyftem — the  companion  of  his  toil 
and  rural  profperity.  i 

.  The  phyfician,  on  entering  the  room  of 
Mrs.  Underwood,  beheld  the  beautiful 
*  Frances  kneeling  down  by  tfie  fide  of  he* 
'  mother—  enclofihg  her  hands  within  Kers^ 
and  bathing  it  with  her  tears.  Her  keen 
and  pathetic  fenfibility  had  attra&ed  his 
notice;  The  anxiety  fee  difcovered,  whea 
fhe  watched  over  her  mother  at  the  time  he 
felt  he*  pulfe,  gave  him  caufe  to  apprehend 
her  own  hcakh  might  be  endangered.    Her 

-  eyes  with  fatigue  and  forrow  were  languid,* 

-  and  indicated  the  ftrongeft-  marks  of  an  ap-> 
'proaching  indifpofition. 

-.'  t- 

Mrs.  Gordon  had  infthi&ed  th*  pfcyfi-; 
dan  in.  the  hiftory  of  JFanny.  and  Samuel, 

who, 
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who,  by  her  prudence  and  intelligence,  (he 
found  had  no  acquaintance  in  the  Hales'* 
family,  and  therefore  more  eafily  to  be 
worked  oyer  to  her  purpofe. 

He  ^a*e  but  little-hopes  of  fuccefs  in  die 
cafe  of  poor  Mrs.  Underwood— her  difor- 
«ler,  he  faid,  bore  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms 
of  :a  putrid  fever,  arifing,  perhaps,  from 
great  uneafinefs. 

\  To  Fanny  he  now  dire&ed  a  great  por-  . 
ticm  of  his  attention,  affuring  her,  that  un- 
left  (he  had  refolution  to  calm  her  own  agi* 
*arionr  that,   in  all  probability*  her  own 
conftrtution  would  fink  under  k.     But  what 
-cohiblation  could  be  offered   Fanny  ?   to 
jfefleft  on  the  date  of  her  mother  as  the 
confequence  of  her  own  conduct.    The  h 
conflid,  too,  in  her  bofom,  raifed  by  her  ) 
diftrafted  <father,  had  thrown  her  mind  into  : 
the  raoft  difordered  date.    To  be  unduti-  , 
ful— to  peifevere  in  her  attachment  to  Mr.  * 
Hales  in  defiance  of  her  father's  approba- 
tion— what  an  agonifing  pang  to  a  fenfihle 
heart !    To  arraign  his  conduit  was  an  in- 
delicacy 
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delicacy  which  fhe  could  not  fuffer  td  in- 
trude. At  a  period  fo  intereftifcg  to  recede 
Fmm  file  firm  affe&ioir  of  her  elevated  ad- 
mirer! Dreadful  pang!;  "  '* '• '! 

.  i 

Age  could  not  difcern  die  taiufe  of 
nature  and  truth  through  the  ftfctratirig 
ataf  magnifying   lens  of  youtfr.    True, 
the  toldneft  of    z  parent's  judgement 
might  be  difproportionate  td  the  gay  ntp±. 
ture  of  a  blooming  chiM — but  ftill  there 
was  a  tribunal  of  equity  in  her  breaft— that 
pareht  was  ntiferatote^-that  mifery  was  ori- 
ginally of  her  own  creating— ^  not.  to  per* 
form  fdme  portion  of  filial  facrifice,  as  an 
expiation  hatfbwerf  up  in  her  foul  a  fentfc 
irtent  of  me  ntoft  dfaine'  cotfrpteStion.  She 
found  her  fbtrf  toweritig  beyond  the  fraiF 
delicacy  of  her  fe*— Ihe  was  meditating  a 
«feed  of  heroifnr.     There  was  an  evenr 
rifttig  to  a  cfhnar,  on-  which  was  placed-  the 
ikddccitive  Tefoludon.    Patrfed1  on  her  m<* 
ther,  the  mournful'  reflections  of  the  un-' 
happy  Frances  feefned    w  connrffc  hef 
frame  with  in&ppot&bie  agony. 

Towards 
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"Towards  noon  Underwood  had  a  vifit 
j^dfeim  by,  farmer  DratK 

r'XbeftK  had****  *  kteg  tamtofity  .fob-; 
fitting  fcfetvfeti*  thefe  neigbhowsv.  Tlie. 
xnta&of  JfraU  *a*±  tit  every  w%«ft,  cos*-, 
tradictory  to  Underwood's. 

.  ;Tbe  fotfttfr,  taflfctedwith  imaginary  con*  * 
ftfqusode*  hai  bee**  ltd  to  krifli  moft  oft 
hw  pfoparty  on>  hi*  femityy  to  raife  th$m  fc>* 
{tattrafi.raucfc  b^oad*  tfoek  original./  To: 
tbifc  Undor^ood  at>  a©  early  period  had  fig- . 
«fod  hiftjdHappftobfefltf)n  wheh  b«  njrigh-; 
boo*  had  tianfoitc4  hta-  Drtbr  had'  expert 
mtifitti  fcbe  truth  and  iagacitjr  ol  Under*: 
*md's  eraoftk  Ho  hadfaBed  in  raoft  aft 
hts  proje&s  by  adhering  tajthc/vefy txpppri 
fitciyftcfitt^f  jhas-  friend's  advkc— and  tiro; 
failure  in  foccefc  tad  changed  ht$-  formon 
friendship  to  .hatucd.  But  Drab  bad  ndw,j 
as  he  thought*  ii«  opportwityfof  j?0re»fit>gr' 
the  tide  of  human  affairs  on  the  fcore  of 

Under- 
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Underwood's  fyftcm  ef  training  up  his  own 
children.    He  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
heaping  condemnation  on  his  neighbour* 

It  had  been  for  a  cofffiderable  length  of 
time  the  general  report  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, that  his  daughter,  Frances,  "had  been 
made  the  impure  miftrefs  of  Mr.  Hales— * 
and  alfo^he  gallant  friend  of  Fitz-Morris. 

Charity  always  fails  among  the  good 
folks  in  the  country/  They  difcern  con- 
viftion  in  the  moft  trifling  compleAkm  of 
crimes,  and  always  magnify  fufpicion  to 
reality.  The  violence  of  Fitz-Morris<s 
fcheme  to  feduce  Fanny  was  foon  pub- 
lifted,  and  this  of  itfetf  fenred  to  damp 
reproach  on  theOlckhorpe  people.  Drab 
hearing  of  Fanny's  return,  had  no  doubt 
But  fhe  was  forfaken  by  her  admirers;  and 
bad  fought  her  houfe  as  an  afylum  from  -a 
greater  degree  of  thame  and  roifery— at 
once  to  gratify  his  refentment,  aod^tbfnarl 
at  th^  opprefled  fituarion  of  Underwood,  he 
had  called  on  him,  under  colour  of  bufi- 

aefs,. 
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!tf&*<  tg**w$fr-.  the  vcfiom  .of  hi*  tinkling  "5 
b^rt*  ....  '    ,  5i 

l(i  the  days  of  his  expenfive  family  Drab 
h$}  moctgfcgsd  fotfte  qC  his  property  to 
Un4$rwood ;  and  it  was  on  the  fpurce  of 
51%  .}m pending  ruin  of  the  fortune  of  th* 
fonwr  that  the  latter  had  hazarded  his  ad* 
vice*  The  lamentable  cataftr^he  of  Drab^s 
children  had,  at  an  advanced  age,  brought 
.thj.  father  .to  fomp  .reflexion,  and  he  had 
ia»jHX>ved.th$  wreak  of  his  fortune,  to  th«  - 
a4yanttge»pf  paying  off  fome  of  his  naort* 
g^ges-rrthisr  then  was  .the  iNfincfc  he  was*. 
4^»ie  co-.txwfaft.        /  '     *': 

Theifabitation  fromtDrab  was  to  tht  fcV» 

lowing;  effect:       .  • :     -   •  > 

'    '     -  •  j.>  .'' 
>  •  ♦  »«• 

f *  Neighbour  Underwood,  I  am  forry  to  :; 
•"-hear  of  lyopr  wife's Jllnefs.  Uraph-*  : 
**  Your  daughter  is  returned,  I  am  in-  '  ~ 
u  fornjad-r.Umph— What,  is  Samuel  flill  " 
€i  ft  foidier  ?-—  [Samuel  was  feqted  by  hit  ' 
€t  father  in  the  Jhabby  uniform  of  a  private  J] 
cc  !£!»  lad  does  not.  look  as  if  he  load  feen 

Vol.  III.  H  "  much 
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D&A*.  «*  Turn'd  out  of  the  houfe!— 
«*  come  to  that!  —Can't  bear  to  hear  about 
«  it — (hall  know  my  mind  (hen — bad 
•*  neighbours  long  enough — won't  live 
"  longer  in  finoke — (hall  come  to  flame, 
€C  Dick — (hall  know  my  mind.  When 
"  haft  brought  up  a  family  thyfelf,  prate 
**  to  others  what  does'n't  concern  Ace. 
"  My  poor  girU  and  boys  had  enough  of 
**  thy  fhcering— do  better  thyfelf— look  to 
•*  it,  do  ye  fee.  None  forbad,  ibme  worfc 
*«  —  Would  be  the  mafter  of  the  parifti, 
«  Dick  ?  —  'twori't  do— has't  got  nothing 
***  by  currying  favour  with  the  barrmmight. 
<c  Lord,  Lord !  how  many  wife  fools  there 
"  be  in  the  world— don't  talk  of  my  chil- 
«  dren" - 

[Drab  making  to  the  door,  and  Samuel  fol- 
lowing him.'] 

cc  Don't  talk  of  my  children — look  at 
«  home." 

Underwood  now  rofe  with  violent  indig- 
nation. 

Drab* 
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,  Drab.  "  Better  to  think  of  a  dead 
j*  daughter  than  a  living  one  with  difgrace 
f*  /—look  to  that,  old  friend." 

'"Drab  with  this  expreffion  Kad  ap- 
proached the  threshold  of  the  door  —  Sa- 
muel, as  he  wa^ftepping  over  it,  raifed  his- 
foot,  and,  placipg  it  againft  his  pofteriors, 
licked  him  fairly  out  of  the  houfe,  and 
packed  to  the  door  in  his  face*. 

Brab  retired*  muttering  3  pofly  of  in* 
ve&ives. 

Underwood   and  Samuel  retook  their 
feats. 


H  3  TH» 
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THE     CONFLICT. 


IT  was  towards  the  evening— the  vernal 
fun  gleamed  ftreaks  of  carnation  tints 
through  the  clouds  of  the  horizon.  The 
heart  of  Frances  was  bowed  down  with 
agony  and  defpair.  She  had  left  the  room 
of  her  unhappy  mother.  At  an  interval  of 
returning  fenfe  Mrs.  Underwood  beheld  bcr 
daughter  by  her  fide — the  dreaming  tear* 
of  filial  anguifh  melted  the  parent's  foul— 
(he  raifed  herfelf  in  bed,  and  clafping 
Fanny  to  her  breaft,  with  a  deep- drawn 
figh,  fell  fenfelefs  on  her  pillow.  The 
fcene  impreffed  a  horrid  pang  of  ftern  grief 
on  the  heart  of  Frances.  On  the  revival  of 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Gordon  forced  her  from 
the  room.  Her  presence  was  death  to 
either.  She  conjured  her  to  walk  into  the 
air  —  calm  repofe  was  the  only  poffiblc 
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means  of  affording  her  relief.  She  retired* 
Fraught  with  overwhelming  forrow,  her 
fleps  were  diredted  at  random.  Her  reafoa 
overpowered  with  varied  conflifts,  (he  took 
the  path  which  led  towards  the  deep  afcent 
of  the  hill  which  fronted  the  houfe,  un- 
knowing whidies  {he  paced"..  She  had 
gained  the  fteep  which  carried  her  fight- 
over  the  rich  vale.  when.  Hie  found  her 
ftrength  began  to  faili  She  now  recolle&ed 
that  ftie  had  taken  no  food  fince  the  morn- 
ing»and  even  then  her  flight  repaft  was  in* 
fufficient  to  fupport  her  delicate  frame.  She 
trembled— gazed  for  a  fpot  to  reft  her 
limbs — Roaming  around,  her  eyes  at  laft 
were  fixed  on  the  branching  oak>  under 
which  (he  fat  when  Mr.  Hales  firft  difco- 
/vtred  the  emotions  of  his  heart.  It  was  at 
no  great  diftance,  and  thither  with  infup- 
portable  pain  ftie  directed  her  fteps. 

•  Arrived  at  the  root  of  the  old  hoary  oak, 
ftie  flung  herfelf  on  the  ground.  The  dark 
chill  evening  approached*  Fatigue  and 
fpiritlefs  affliftion  deprived  her  foul  of  its 
natural  powers;  Exhaufted,  and  unable  to 
-"•*•  H  4  life. 
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life  from  the  ground,  (he  delivered  herfelf 
up  to  defpair.  The  mental  agony  which 
had  afiailed  her,  too  powerful  for  her  reafon 
to  fupport,  in  filence  (he  invoked  the  mer- 
ciful hand  of  Heaven  to  releafe  her  foul 
from  the  agony  which  it  endured.  Re- 
figned  to  die  will  of  her  God,  (he  ventured 
not  to  arraign  his  infli&ing  hand,  nor  to 
challenge  his  providential  interference*  ,  Jf 
in  his  mercy  he  thought  proper  to  take  be* 
out  of  the  world  of  mifery,  fhe  could  fob* 
mit  to  her  fate.  She  wifiied  hot  for  life-* 
prepared  to  wait  his  all-fuccouring,  or  all* 
fubduing  power,  to  the  fad  depreflcd,  aft* 
humiliated  condition  of  human  nature,  fhft 
was  patiently  refigned. 

The  refolute  and  reftlefs  foul  of  her  &» 
ther  had  reduced  her  mother  to  the  lift 
ftage  erf  exiftence.  On  either  fide,  whe* 
fhe  furveyed  her  miferable  ftate,  what  * 
flrong  barrier  to  her  happinefs  was  placed  ! 

To  fly  to  the  arms  of  Mr.  Hales,  in  de- 
fiance of  her  father's  mandate,  her  filial 
duty  would  not  fuffcr— to  rgeft  the  man* 

whofe 
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?{*lx&  flgnal  facrifice*  had  <x>nfecrtted  the 
integrity  of  a  faithful  heart,  a  deadly  panic 
(hivered  her  frame. 

Again,  if  bridal  happinefs  was  prepared 
to  bring  them  together,  the  thoughts  of  an 
affii&ed  dying  parent  daggered  her  fetifes, 
and  placed  her  happinefs  at  an  immeafura- 
bie  diftaftce.  To  obey  the  commands  of: 
her  lather,  (he  had  the  moft  difficult  talk 
of  hef  ftx  to  undergo.  She  was  to  repel 
-the  perfevering  attachment  of  the  xnoft 
honourable  of  men*.  Her  heart  had  feakd , 
*he  vow. 

Fatigue,  forrow^  defpair,  hovered  over' 
foer— the  evening  doled— her  fpirks  fick- 
*ne<J— fhe  refigned  herfelf  to  death— dark- 
ntffs  foon  dropped  the  curtain  on  the  vak-^ 
A  few  ftai*  were  feen  between  Ae  flitting 
clouds  — the  night  dog  barked— from  her 
paternal  roof  Ihe  beheld  the  light  in  her 
toother's  'room.  She  heard  the  cry  of  her 
brother  for  his  loft  fitter.  The  name  of. 
Fanny  re-echoed  from  the  curvated  cliffs — 
*  jfiletft  groan,  from  the  regions  of  her 
H  5  broken 
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broken  heart,  was  only  her  anfwftr  to  htr 
anxious  purfuers. 

Some  hours  paflcd,  and  her  fickening 
foul  was  prepared  to  refign  itfclf « — Mid- 
night approached — ihe  had  heard  lamenta- 
tions at  no  great  diftance.  A  voice  from 
the  reft  Ihe  thought  (he  knew  —  but  her 
fenfes,  which  forfook  her  at  intervals,  on 
returning,  made  her  believe  it  was  the  vi- 
fion  of  fancy  only.  She  thought  (he  could 
diftinguifh  that  of  Mr.  Hales  —  it  ap- 
proached—re-animated  life  brought  the 
found  nearer  to  her  ear— (he  liftened  with 
fufpended  refpiration. 

cc  Alas  !  'twas  here*— 'twas  here  I  found 
.«*  thee,  Fanny  —  'twas  here  my  heart  firft 
41  drew  me  toward  thee — 'twas  here,  dear 
41  maid,  I  felt  the  facred  power  of  native 
«  love." 

A  deep-drawn  figh  —  Mr.  Hales  drew 
back. 


cc 
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Thou  God  of  infinite  poweiw-'ti*  flic 
thefpiritofmyFanny." 


__  Mr.  Hales,  now  frantic,  threw  himfelf 
-pfoftrate,  and,  with  extended  armsclafping 
the  earth,  exclaimed : 


"  Ah,  it  is  ;  it  muft  be  fome  divine  in- 
r  terference — her  departing  fpirit  mourns 
4  — Angelic  fympathy  confirmed  my  ap- 
1  prehenfionsL*'.     - 


She  had  juft  ftrength  to  pronounce  his 
name  in.  a  foft  whifper — He  raifed  his  head! 
— the  evening  ftar  darted  its.luftre  from  be- 
tween the  rugged  bare  branches  of  the  oak. 
— hefaw.her  veJftments. 

He  fprang  to  her  arms.  ^He  found  his 
Fanny— he  grafped  lier  hand  —  'twas  cold 
and  lifelefs. 

"  Speak,  my  angel  —  O  heavens  !  her 
"  cheek  is  cold  —  fhe  dies,  and  ail.  i» 
"  finifhed,"      ' 

H  6  He, 
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*  He  cafifcd  aloud  for  help— lie  raifecf  lier 
head  on  his  lap — kitted  her  clay-cold  lips 
—his  heart  now  ceafed  to  beat— his  owa 
foul  trembled  to  depart — -the  thock  tras 
too  powerful. 

like  the  bloflbm  of  the  fpring,  the 
chilly  blaft  of  night  was  perilling  the  hap- 
lefs  maid. 

Now  to  his  mind  rufhed  the  fcene  when 
his  heart  firft  experienced  the  pang  of 
genuine  love.  Quick  impreffions  of  horror 
always  precipitate  themfelves  oh  the  mind 
of  the  deyoted  wrietch. 

Twas  the  fpot  where  the  little  Fanny 
had  cherifhed  the  poor  young  linnet  which 
had  fluttered  from  its  neft.  Her  tendered 
care  could  not  preferve  its  life— ihe  had 
anxioufly  hoped  to  reftore  it— it  died  on  her 
breaft. 

Prophetic  of  the  fame  fate,  his  appre- 
henfions  had  fixed  the  doom  of  his  beloved 
fiurone. 

*  Piovj- 
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€€  Providence/'  he  eidaimed,  "  has 
u  thus  denounced  his  vengeance."  Hfc 
had  cherHhed  to  an  cnthufiaftic  veneration 
the  natural  ties  of  the  heart,  and  to  depart 
from  them  he  thought  was  the  direft  of 
human  tranfgreffions. 

He  pondered  oh  his  attachment  to  Mils 
Cornwall,  and  his  foul  condemned  him. 
But  the  confliA  Was  too  powerful  — be 
could  not  bear  the  load  of  refte&iom 

His  About*  were  (6  long  repeated  that  tie 
defpaired  of  affiftance, 

A  convuHiVe  fpafm  had  feifed  <m  the 
haplefs  maid.  To  die  in  his  arms—horrid, 
horrid  thought ! 

He  drew  from  his  pocket  a  brace  of 
finall  travelling  piftols— hedifcharged  them 
in  the  air  to  alarm  the  neighbourhood. 

Soon  after  he  observed  the  appmach  of  * 
light — he  was  chafing  her  hands  and  breaft 
—he  was  trying  to  lift  her  up  in  his  arms, 

anc1 
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ancl  endeavoured  to  carry  her  towards  the 
Boufe,  when  the  light  drew  near.  His 
fhouts  were  now  anfwered,  and  the  voices 
of  Underwood  and  Samuel  he  diftinftly 
heard. 

Thejr  were  foon  at  the  fpot.  When 
.Underwood  beheld  his  daughter  without 
.figns  of  life,  and  having  heard  the  reports 
•tf  piftols,  his  agony  was  not  to  be  ex- 
prefied*  Darting  his  eyes  on.  Mr*  Hales, 
who  held  his  beloved  girl  extended  in  his 
arms,  he  flew  on  his  throat,  and  grafping 
him  with  great  violence,  with  a  look  of  ex- 
treme horror,  he  exclaimed,  with  an  inar- 
ticulate voice,  "Villain,  what  deed  haft 
tu  thofu  committed !  —  thou  (halt  anfwer  it, 
"  moft  barbarous  of  men. —  my  daughter 
"  is  killed!" 

Samuel  in  the  ftrvggle  caught  hold  of 
Fanny,  who  (hewed  fome  figns  of  life. 
The  force  ufed  to  drag  her  from  the  tree 
.  caufed  a  circulation  of  the  blood; 

-  Underwood  was  foon  convinced  of  his 
•  *  miftakc* 
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-miftake.  -  Sbfr  was  conveyed  home.  The 
•Do&or  had,  by  the  requeft  of  Mrs.  Goj> 
doh,  renewed  his  vifit  ii*  the  evening  to 
Mrs.  Underwood ;  and  arriving  at  the  time 
of  the  alarm,  was  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
main in  the  houfe  to  wait  the  iffue  of  the; 
extraordinary  difeppearance  of  Fanny. 

But  what  an  excels  of  confolation !' 
He  pronounced  her  cafe  to  be  the  confe* 
quence  of  great  fatigue  of  body  and  mind; 
9nd  gave  the  fulled  affurance  of  her  re- 
vival, if  file  was.  inftandy  put  into  a  warm 
bed.  She  foon  recovered,  and  was  able  to 
receive  fome  fuftenaaec. 

.  Mr.  Hales  remained  by  her  fide  with 
uplifted  hands:  of  thankfulnefs  for  the  tranr 
fition  from  mifery  to  fuch  exqutfite  delight. 
Yet  the  tender  heart  of  Fanny  was  incon- 
folablc  ibr  the  lamented  ftate  of  iter  mo- 
ther. The  phyficiafc  paliated  her  cafe?; 
though  in  truth  he  declined,  that  in  two 
hours  her  diforder  would  either  take  a  fa- 
vourable or  unfavourable  tunv  and  he 
therefore  concluded  to  wait  the  night  over. 
j  3  Mr 
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Mr.  Halts  arriving  in  the  evening  art 
OJdthorpe,  infbtntly  on  his  entering  tbe 
houfe  beard  the  alarm  that  was  fpeead  of 
Fanny's  drfappearing.    All  the  grounds 
had  been  fe^rcbed,   and  the  alarm  had 
rifcn  to  the  height  of  a  conjefture  chat  fee 
had  plunged  herfeif  into  a  neighbouring 
mill  dam ;  which  was  actually  dragged  by 
the  fiwvams  of  Underwood.    And  this  idea 
was  not  a  little  ftrengthened  in  die  mind  of 
Underwood  Iby  the  morde  opposition  which 
he  had  made  to  alawher  pnofeoitwn  ©f  fear 
match  with  Mr.  Hates.    Grief  for  the  dftfir- 
gerous  ftote  her  mother  was  in,  and  the 
check  given  to   her  attachment  to  Mr- 
Hales,  might  have  produced  a  temporary 
it  of  frenfy ;  and  with  tins  natural  reflec- 
tion, all  the  family  were  plu#*ge4  u*»  the 


«*  Bull  who  could  pait*  the  fever  as  he 
""  flood  T  Theftock  Mr.  Hales  received* 
«h*dft  deprived  him  o£  fedon.  He  enters 
tained  the  fpxeading  fttggeftion— piactd<Chfc 
probability  of  her  deftruAJoft  beyond  4 
*Hto*-~SuL0nc  he*oamed  oat&e  fteepof 

the 
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tbe  TOoafltain.  'Twas  an  innate  fyriipafhy 
which  had  concluded  him  towards  the  fpot 
where  he  received  his  firft  impreffioii  of 
love.  There  he  had  refolved  to  meditate 
on  his  wretched  exigence.  There  is  a 
power  of  Providence  which  fer  exceeds  the 
feeble  intellects  of  human  beings. 

In  the  room  below  wire  feated  Under- 
wood and  Samuel.  Mr.  Hftles  was  defired 
to  join  them  by  the  requeft  of  Mrt.  Gor* 
dori,  to  aibrd  Fanny  feme  refphe  from  her 
great  anliety. 

A  long  filertte  had  token  place,  whk& 
was  broken  by  Undetwood. 

"  Sir,  I  have  ufed  you  unworthily — I 
u  would  beg  your  pardon,  if  you  can  for- 
"  give  fuch  a  miferablc  and  diftrafted 
«  wretdu" 

// 

Mr.  Hales,  unattending  to  the  words  of 
Underwood,  defired  Samuel  to  beg  the 
company  of  the  phyfician. 

Under- 
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Underwood  again  intreated  pardon  of 
Mr.  Hales  for  his  unjuft  accusation,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  afcribe  his  conduA  to  die  frenzy 
of  an  unhappy  father. 

Mr.  Hales  flill  filcnt*     The  phyficiaa 
entered*  . 

The  former  had  arrived  almoft  as  foot* 
as  Fanny  had  difappeared;  and  Under- 
wood having  entered  into  the  theme  of  his 
diflatisfadon  at  the  meafures  adopted  to 
bring  about  this  match  with  his  daughter* 
Mr.  Hales  now  thought  the  interpofidon  of 
the  ph\ fician,  and  the  dfeadful'cvent  wbick 
had  happened,  of  (ufficient  efficacy  to  opo- 
rate  conviftion  in  his  mind. 

Doftor  Canteen,  like  moft  of  the  provin- 
cial profeflors,  had,  atafoongr  period,  of 
his  life,  been  a  furgeon  in  the  army,  wett 
acquainted  with  men  and  manners ;  and, 
from  the  information  he  acquired  from  Mrs. 
Gordon,  with  fome  previous  hints  from  Mr. 
Hales,  was  inftru&ed  in  the  real  caufeof  the 
unhappy  Mrs.  Underwood's  difordcr  —  the 

perfeft 
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perfect  cure  of  bis  patient,  on  the  turn  of 
•her  fever,  he  now  found  muft  be  derived 
from  Underwood  himfelf. 

We  often  experienced  that  the  rhetoric 
of  our  neareft  friends,  to  bring  us  over  to 
their  views,  will  fail,  when,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  too  often  are  fwayed  by  the  cur- 
fory  irifinuations  erf  an  alieh — So  this  now 
feemed  to  be  the  cafe  with  Underwood. 

Oh  Dr.  Canteen's  entering  the  room, 
Underwood,  with  the  doating  fondnefe  of 
ahufband  and  parent,  anxioufly  enquired 
after  the  health  of  his  wife  and  daughter. 

With  medicinal  gravity  Canteen  (hook 
his  head.  The  pangs  of  Underwood  in- 
ercafed.  "  Tell  me,  Do&or,"  he  em- 
phatically exclaimed,  "  what  hopes  am  I 
"  to  entertain  ?" 

Dr.  Canteen.  €C  Look  you,  Mr.  Un- 
€€  derwood,  I  anfwer  not  for  the  cure  of 
•f  the  boidy,  when  the' mind  is  difeafed/  I 
ci  have  no  antidote  for  the. mind,  ..Six*. 

"Your 
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rs=ia  _a  3»  aatt  at  jeer  w&z,  and' 
*-  -e*e  -a  ae3exrjr  nrar  «h^mkt.  folds 
L  3x  Conner  is  aaapaai,  and  the  fatter 
L  rakd*  I  m  nciMd  far  the  confo 

fx^satwryca.    **•  Want  is  to  be  A»> 

J>-C*jrrm»«.    «  Ghe  op  tbe  point 
*■»«  «knaft  brought  yoar  suuly  to 

"  tbe 


*'  the  jaws  «f  death  by  the  pride  of  your 
**  heart.  •  To  avoid  one  bad  confequence, 
44  you  fell  into  the  oppofife  error.  As  a 
**  ftranger,  perhaps  I  can  tail  you  fome 
**  truths  which  you  little  fufpeft.  It  is  re* 
**  ported  in  our  town  that  your  daughter  is 
**  the  miftnefs  of  Mr.  Hales,  who,  1  am 
*€  informed,  is  defirou*  of  honouring  your 
**  family,  by  proving  to  the  world  the  fal* 
*•  !flty  of  this  report." 

Underwoob,  with  fuffrife*  w  True; 
**  if  he  marries  my  daughter,  the  (lander 
*€  of  my  enemies  is,  in  this  inftance*  *de- 
*  feated  " 

i?  £>r.  Canteen.    u  ©id  you  never  thirifc 
**  of  this'befcre  ?" 

Undeiwood,  "  I  am  afhamed  to  fay 
«  it  is  the  firft  time.^ 

'  DhCantmn.    "Itwasthedutydfmy 

*c  profeffion  to  enquire  if  the  mind  of  my 

*<  patients  had  been  diftrefTed,    Mrs,  Gor- 

**  don  and  Mr.  Hales  thave  informed  me, 

3  ^  that 
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"  that  you  have  circumvented  a  plan,  oi 
41  which  the  entire  happinefs  of  your  wife 
"  and  daughter  had  been  placed.  You 
"  have  meditated  a  fcheme  of  happinefs 
*€  yourfelf— and  fee  how  you  are  defeated 
4€  in  the  execution — you  rifque  die  lofs  of 
**  two  of  your  principal  bleffings  to  obtain 
<c  the  point  of  your  wifhes  :  and  were  thk 
u  not  to  be  the  cafe,  you  purchafe  oppro- 
«•  brium  at  the  expence  of  an  imaginary 
<c  virtue.  If  your  pride  does  not  lead 
"  you  to  an  alliance  with  the  firft  family  in 
€€  the  c©anty,your  pride  fhould  fhield  yo« 
"  from  imputed  obloquy.  Your  daughter 
€€  muft  marry  Mr.  Hales — you  muft  footh 
€€  and  conform  to  the  wifhes  of  your  wife, 
*€  if  in  his  providential  interference  the 
"  Almighty  fhould  think  fit  to  reftore  her 
€€  to  health. 

€€  And  now,  Mr.  Underwood,  as  phyfi- 
€C  cian  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  body, 
"  alfo  give  me  leave  to  prefcribe  for  your 
€€  malady.  > 

€C  Like  the  Jong-beaded  fools  of  your 

€€  grove- 
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44  groveling,  though  very  laudable  and 
"  ufeful,  profeffion,  you  have  been  laying 
"  down  plans  of  impra&icable  happinefs, 
4€  abftra&ed  from  the  contingencies  of  life ; 
fc  you  have  been  dreaming  of  your,  own 
*'  eafe  and  comfort  at  the  expence  of  your 
•■**  wife  and  children ;  and  furveymg  the 
*'•  -paltry  empire  of  your  own.  fhatch,  you 
*c  Jiave  only  -lived  to  gratify  your  own  mife- 
4t  rable  conceptions.  You  Ihould  have 
44  waked  from  the  fervility  of  thefe  felfifh 
•"  viewsj  ancL  have .  confidered  *your  own 
41  happinefs  as  intimately  allied  to  thofe 
44  around  you* 

44  This  temper  only  fuits  with  the  favage 
4t  tribes  in  the  undifcovered  regions  of  the 
-*'  earth,  not  with  the  inhabitants  of  this 
xt  iflahd,  whofe  liberty  of  foul  is  their 
A*  birth  right.  Shame,  ihame  ! — I  will  en- 
*  deavour  to  exert  my  ikill  to  reftore  to 
44  -your  breaft  the  angelic  martyrs  to  your 
**  tyranny ;  and  then,  Sir — \D086r  Canteen, 
"  with  honeft  indignation,  rifing  from  his 
€€  feat) — and. then,  Sir,  I  will  truft  to  your 
**  generality  for   that  -  future   retribution 

■**  which 
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other  reparation  than  the  one  which  His 
heart  now  di&atcd  ? 

.  Undfcrwood  wept  bkterly. 

*€  Henceforth,  Mr.  Hales,  I  fubmit— 
€€  I  yield  up  my  will  to  yours.  Let  us 
€€  propofe  every  means  in  our  power  to  re- . 
€t  fibre  peace,  ta  my  wretched  family;  L 
cc  fin*  I*  hawL  beta  to;  blame*— Sufen  has 
cc  felt  my'  power  too  farareiy," 

W4th;fiaiilar  fentences  of  contrition  and 
acquiefcence  to  Mr;  Haie&V  plan,  he  d&- 
clared  with  an  emphatic  fervour,  that  he 
would  ia  future  be  under  his  absolute  con- 
troliathe  propofed  alliance. 


Vol.  III.  I  PRWAEA- 
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PREPARATORY   EVENTS    TO     THE     SCEKE 
AT  THE    FAMILY   MANSION, 


JVlR.  Hales  liad  rode  from  town.  His 
trufiy  fervanr,  Peter,  had  taken  his  horfc 
to  the  manfioh,  under  pretence  of  giving 
preparatory  orders  for  his  approaching  wed- 
ding with  Mifs  Cathnefs,  whiJe  he  himfelf 
had  taken  the  road  to  Oldthorpe. 

Secrefy  on  all  fides  was  enjoined  with  the 
greatefl  poffible  energy,  and  the  attendants 
in  the  farm  bribed,  to  no  fmall  amount,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  of  the  plot 

The  town  houfe  had  received  orders  for 
breaking  up.  Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Hales 
were  expe&ed  on  the  third  fucceeding  day. 
Workmen  were  ordered  to  fet  off  from 
town  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations 
for  the  enfuing  feftival ;  and  by  the  device 

of 
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of  the  Baronet,  who  had  caufed  the  ap- 
proaching marriage  of  his  fon  with  Mifs 
Cathnefs  to  be  published  in  the  papers, 
tl»ere  was  no  doubt  but  in  a  few  days  the 
news  would  be  current  through  the  county, 

,  The  feftival  was  to .  be  condu&'ed  with 
the  flioft  liberal  fplendor.  It  was  .a  whim 
of  the  Baronet  to  renew  the  olcj  cuftoms  of 
his  forefathers  on  die  occafion. 

But  under  thefe  approaching  moments 
of  mirth  and  feftivity  Tytr.  Hales  found  all 
his  liappinefs .  placed  on  a  flender  reed, 
which  the  flighted  blaflrof  fortune  could 
foon  perifh. 

He  had  waited  with  all  the  brooding 
mifery  of  a  condemned  cripiinal  to  hear 
fome  good  account  of  Fanny's  health. 
Mr,  Hales  had  fallen  aflcep  in  the  chimney 
corner,  by,  the  fide  of  Uaderwood  and  his 
fon  Samuel,  whofe  hearts  were  alfo  •  influ- 
enced at  intervals  with  a  fucceflion  of  hope 
and  defpondency. 

la  About 
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About  feven  in  the  morning  Dr.  Can- 
teen,  with  Mrs.  Gordon,  trade  their  ap» 
peanuice.  The  Dodor's  cheerful  caft  of 
countenance  gave  afliirance,  that  a  favour- 
able  crifis  had  taken  place  with  hi*  patients. 
Mrs.  Underwood's  diforder  had  yielded  to 
the  efficacy  of  his  medicine.  She  had  fallen 
into  calm  and  uninterrupted  fleep*  Eanay 
was  in  the  fame  date,  and,  to  their  nih 
fpeakable  happinefs)  he  prooounced  -them 
•both  out  of  danger. 

Mrs.  Gordon  and  Dr*  Caateesh  departed 
for  Maidftone  with  intention  of  returning 
in  die  courfe  of  the  dfcy« 

When  Mrs.  Underwood  waked,  the  phy- 
fician  had  left  order*,  that  her  hulhand 
fhould  be  the  firft  perfon  who  fhould  wait 
upon  her.  He  was  then  compofed  by.  de- 
grees to  calm  her  mind  on  the  fubje£t  of 
Mr.  Hales's  attachment  to  her  daughter; 
and  this  circumftance  now  took  place  with 
the  moft  happy  confequencea.  Under- 
wood entered  her  room  with  great  ftilnefs, 

and 


£    m  3 

and  was  by  her  fide  when  (he  awokd. 
The  mdft  foothing  affe&ion  being  muti> 
ally  exchanged,  he  failed  not  to  open  to 
Her  his  change  of  fentiments  refpe&ing 
Fanny  and  Mr.  Hales.  In  u  few  hours 
Underwood,  \vho,  by  an  over-rated  firm- 
ndfs  in  imaginary  virtue,  had  thus  fo  nearly 
rifqised  the  perdition  <tf  all  his  worldly  hap- 
pmdft,  foiind  his  wife  and:  daughter  provi- 
dentially reftored  to  him. 

At  -this  *»ort*ent  bf  unexpe&ed,  un- 
looked  for  tmnfition  from  mifery  to  great 
comfort,  his  joy  feemed  to>have  no  bounds- 

Mr.  Haks  iirfifted  6q  feeing  die  mefien^ 
ger  bf  <pefece  tod  tranfport  to  his  loveljr 
Fanny.  A  fervaUt  feiaid  announced  the. 
glad  tidings  of  her  waking  to  a  recovered 
ftate  of  health.  She  was  informed  of  her 
mothbr's  aiftendment*-that  Mr.  Hales  Was 
in  Che  houfe  waiting  to  impart  news  that 
would  dill  afford  ah  addition  of  delight. 

The  moment  of  tranfport  was  at  hand* 

He  entered  her  room;  feated  by  her  fide, 

I  3  ^ 
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he  informed  her  of  the  change  of  fenti- 
menrs  which  had  taken  place  in  the  mind 
of  her  father. 

When  a  contraft  of  events,  in  their  na- 
ture fo  piteous,  fo  interefting,  teeming 
with  fuch  unbounded  calamity,  difplay 
themfelves  in  the  hiftory  of  human  life,  the 
young,  the,  aged  fhould  receive  inftru£tion, 
and  ftruggle  with  the  furrounding  ftorm. 
Defpair  fhould  be  repelled  from  the  ago- 
nifing  breaft,  and  calm  refignation  wait  the 
final  completion  of  mortal  deftiny. 

In  a  few  days  Mrs.  Underwood  was  re- 
ftored  to  perfed  health.  Fanny  recovered 
her  bloom  and  vivacity.  The  farm  houfe 
received  a  different  afpeft. 

Underwood  looked  forward  for  the  cons 
pletion  of  the  plan,  to  which  he  had  now 
concentered  his  hopes  and  future  gratifica- 
tion. Cheerfulnefs  and  content  again  re- 
vifited  his  family.  Lefs  fordid,  lefs  felfilh 
in  his  own  perfonal  happinefs,  he  banifhed 
from  his  mind  all  other  thoughts  than  thofc 

whick 
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which  refulted  from  the  approaching  fefc 
tival  of  Boxley-grove  houfe. 

Reports  were  now  fpread  to  injure  his 
peace;  Analifing  the  adttons  of  their 
neighbours,  the  provincial  inhabitants  are 
wonderfully  induftrious  to  fabricate  dories 
of  detradjonv  built  on  the  flender  premifcs 
of  furmife.  Always  inclining  to  the  rigo- 
rous fide,  they  increafe  their  malignity  at 
the  expence  of  all  the  gentler  qualities* 

Mrs,  Gordon  was  now  confidered  as  the 
procurefs  of  the  innocent  Kentifh  maid* 

The  anecdote  of  Dr.  Philpot  having 
gone  abroad  when  he  difcoverejd  and  libe* 
rated  Fanny  from  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Brace- 
girdle,  the  above  lady  was  metamorphofed 
into  the  latter;  and  this  circumftance  hav- 
ing reached  the  ears  of  Lady  Hales,  (he 
had  not  failed  to  infinuate  the  fame  to  Sir 
Simon. 

Left,  however,'  this  circumftance  might 

be  publifhed  to  the  detriment  of  the  plot, 

I  4  Sir 
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Sir  Stood  immediately,: on  this;inJbirnatioa, 
counfelled  Mr^tSorctan-and  {tansy  to  mate 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  town,  wherethey  were 
to  live  in  private,  till  the  time  drew  nigjh  of 
their  pretended  arrival  fiom  Scotland* 


'  Lady  Jekyll  had  received  an  invitation 
with  her  daughter*  now  Mrs.  Wardmote: 
but  the  /combufiion  in  that  family  had  in- 
cited a  lafting  warfare  between  her  and 
Lady  Hales ;  and  as  the  pride  of  the  latter 
had  takeo  alarm  on  that  connection,  flie 
felt  herfelf  happy  in  thus  being  xeleafed 
from  her  companj\ 

Young  Jekyll  having  unfortunately,  on 
one  night's  venture,  been  dijhed  up  at  a 
gaming  table,  apd  arretted  fhortly  after 
by  the  tradefmen  of  his  extravagant  mif- 
trefs,  was  immured  in  the  King's  Bench, 
He  thus  being  out  of  the  queftion,  the 

Boxley 
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Boxley  family  had  not  much  to  apprehend 
from  his  divulging  the  plot. 

LaSy  Champignfoti,  Ijorfl  Shclflrak^ 
and  the  gay  Fitz-Morrh,  were  alfo  to  be 
of  the  party,  with  a  circle  of  town  ac- 
quaintance, to  add  fplendor  and  hilarity  to 
the  magnificent  fcheme  which  the  Baronet 
had  proposed,  and  which  fo  heartily  con- 
curred with  the  profufe  fpirit  of  Lady 
Hales,  and  the  Scotch  pride  of  Lady  tK> 
rotby  Murray. 


I    5  THE 
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THE   FAMILY    ARRIVE  AT  BOXLEY-CftOVE 
HOUSE- 


L  AD  Y  Hales  and  Lady  Dorothy  Mur- 
ray were  arrived  at  the  manfion.    A  letter 
had  been  contrived  by  Mrs*  Gordon  to 
reach  oae  of  her  north-country  relations  on 
thr  6dc  of  her  late  hufband,  Colonel  Gor- 
j^n ;  which  being  received^  with  a  North- 
jtrisih  poft  mark,  announced  her  inten- 
ds of  fetting  off  in  a  (hort  time,  to  the 
pcrfeft  fatisfaftion  of  Lady  Hales,  as  well 
as  to  the  vaft,  unfpeakable  delight  of  Lady 
Dorothy. 

In  die  mean  time  Lady  Hales,  by  par- 
ticular favour  of  Sir  Simon,  had  the  whole 
preparations  of  the  feftival  entnifted  to  her 
fupcrintendance.  Thus  haying  a  moft  fig- 
nalifed  opportunity  of  indulging  her  na- 
tural vein  for  architectural  embellishment, 

with 


I  179  ] 

with  the  whole  train  of  whimfical  decora' 
tion  and  elegant  metamorphofis,  her  exube- 
rant fancy  was  now  employed  to  its  fulleft 
extent. 

A  colony  of  workmen  were  introduced 
to  the  houfe,  and  as  many  to  the  grounds 
and  gardens.  Abftra&ed  from  the  antient 
refe&ory,  which  the  Baronet  infilled  on  be- 
ing appropriated  to  the  feftival  itfclf,  and  re- 
newed in  common  with  the  old  kitchen,  as 
facred  to  the  manes  of  his  departed  ancef* 
tors,  once  famous  for  their  hofpitality  and " 
public  fpirit^the  reft  of  the  houfe  was  at  hen 
entire  difpofah. 

Firft  (he  began  with  the  drawing  roonr 
above  ftairs— away  went  the  partitions  of 
the  adjacent  apartments  to  furnifh  full 
fpace.  for  a  long  ball  room.  Triumphant 
arches*  with  flouref  feftoons,  were  raifed  at 
certain  diftances  — columns  of  painted 
jafper — flouriftiqs  and  chequered  decora* 
tiqns  crouded  one  upon  the  other,  to  tKe 
occupying  of  as  much  fpace  as  the  addi- 
tional rooms  fupplied.  f 

16  la 
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iatattribe  company  with  repeated  broad- 
Sdes.\ 

To  render  the  fcene  truely  Arcadian,  her 
tadyftiip  had  'enrolled  the  village  nymphs 
and  f wains,  wiio  were  to  be  habited  ih 
tkreffis  which  fibe  had  prepaid,  and  whi> 
were  to  danoe  on  the  greet,  with  tabor  and 
pipe*  In  the  evening  they  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted kieo  the  pieafufle  grovawi,  and  per- 
mitted to  philander  among  the  company  in 
(he  gardens. 

While  *h«fe  arrangements  of  smeoramcii 
tafte  were  devifing  by  her  Lady(hip,  Sir 
Siman  was  employed  in  giving  orders  for 
an  os  to  be  voalted  at  the  large  kitchen 
*ange  <*f  bis  auoelteis,  tt4  a  >capaGfe«& 
fopp4y<rf  l&k^^la^^  . 

Sports  of  various  kinds  were  to  be  given. 
Cudgel  playing  to  fupport  the  criterion  of 
true  Britifh  valour.  The  plowman-s  fkull 
being  thick,  there  could  be  no  danger  of 
beating  out  his  brains — and  few  brains  be- 
ing in  his  head,  the  lefs  fear  of  any  other 

confe- 


confcqucnce  than  mirth  and  a  bloody  pate 
— a  pair  of  buck-ikin  breeches  the  prize 
for  die  champion  who  firft  drew  blood. 

The  young  laffes  of  the  village  were  to 
hop  for  a  new  holland  fhift,  and  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  afterwards  to  role  down  Sir  Simon's 
Hope,  from  his  temple  of  Venus,  to  fhew 
that  their  own  Irifh  linen  was  as  white  as 
the  one  which  the  fortunate  viftor  dif- 
.  played.. 

Lady  Dorothy  begged  leave  to  intro- 
duce fame  of  her  auxd  kauneSfions. . 

The  ihvitationsah  the  county  were  equal 
to  the  general   fplendor  of  the  feftival, 
which  the  Baronet  had  propofed  to  be  of 
three  days  duration,  and  the  anniverfary  to  * 
he  held  for  as  many  fucceeding  years. . 


LADT 
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.LACY    AKD   MISS    CATHNESS    ARRIVE    ATr 
THE.  MANSION*. 


XTLT   the    expiration   of   the  appointed1 
time,  a  meffenger,  as  out  rider,  in  fcarlet 
and  gold,  preceded  Lady  Gathnefs  to  Box* 
ley  to  inform  the  Baronet  that  (he  and.  her 
daughter  were  upon  the  road.  - 

-  They  arrived  in  a  moft  fuperb  travelling 
equipage: — three  fervants,  well  mounted 
with  rich  liveries  and  holftcry,  and  two 
maid  fervants  in  the  carriage. 

Whatever  elegance  and  fplendor  could 
unite  to  adorn  the  ladies  were  difylayed  in 
their  travelling  undrefles^ 

Their  arrival  was  about  noon  the  day 
before  the  nuptials* 

The 
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The  refpe&  which  Lady  Hales  and  Lady 
Dorothy  Ihewed  them  was  unprecedented 
in  the  annals  of  fuperlative  good  breeding. 
The  pariflv  church  belb  were  inftamly  fet  * 
ringing  in  theitadted  changes  of  the  coun- 
try profeffors  of  that  art.  Sir  Simon's  pa- 
terarasfired,  and  thus  the  adjacent  country 
foon  informed  of  the  aufpicious  event* 

Shortly  after  the  outsider  «of  Saneud  ar- 
rived m  bioe  and  iiiver,  and  his  equipage 
foon  fcilowed.  He  was  hi  tmtp&tty  tvid* 
his  friend,  Lord  Shettdreke. 

Tte  parties  prepared  *heti*ftl*&  <to  fit 
down  m  dfemer.  M  eyas  were  feeting 
and  anxious  to  fetthbkl  Aft  beautftA  Milk 
Gathnefs* 

The  fovely  hmnat  txwmd  tte  4itring 
parlour,  handed  by  Mr*  Hales— her  <fa&, 
fihrer-fpotted  crape—her  kail-,  m  ocgigttit 
ringlets  floating  on  her  (boulders — Lady 
Cathndfe  decorated  with  great  difptay  of 
magnificence,  and  who  accepted  of  the 
precedence  which  the  refpedful  affiduhy 

of 


*f  Lady  Hales  -and  .Lady  Dorothy  -over- 
whelmed them  with. 


Mife  Hales  wastfttired  in  taU  thedMbel- 
liihffient  which  ^quifite  fafluen  could  pfo- 
duce*  Lady  Hales  had  kvtflbed  the 
greateft  prdfufioa  ef  rich  ornaments  om 
her  peifonto^xcel,  if  peflible,  -tbemagfti- 
ikeftce  which  <M&  Cathndft  was  cxpe&ed 
to  appear  in.  Jewels  ti£  -confiderabk  value 
iwere  imped  en  this  young  lady  to  rival 
the  eclat  of  Lady  Cathnefs,  which  herbfib- 
liant  appearance  feemed  to  announce.  She 
was  handed  in  by  Samuel  UttderWdod, 
whs,  by  the  particular  requeft  of  Sir  Simm 
Hales*  was  drdfed  in  lis  uniform;  tte 
Bar<met  jocofety  obfervmg,  that  though  It 
few*  not  fafhfomabte  lor  am  officer  to  wear 
his  regimentals  in  any  other  place  than  xm 
the  parade,  or  with  his  regiment,  yet  txm- 
fidering  him  as  at  head  quarters,  and  on 
a&ual  fervice,  he  could  by  no  means  dif- 
peofe  with  his  enfigaia  .of  mijitary  courage*. 

The  party  which  -fat -at  dianer  were  nu- 

merous* 
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merous,  and  the  moft  convivial  moments 
pafled  during  the  repaft. 

When  the  ladies  retired,  the  gentlemen 
prepared  to  take  their  copious  libations; 
but  Lady  Hales,  ever  attentive  to  deco* 
rum  and  the  temperate  ftate  of  Sir  Simon, 
who,  when  unfubdued  by  the  magic  of 
Bacchus,  was  always  more  eafily  ruled  by 
his  wife,  very  foon  fent  the  fervant  into  the 
room  to  invite  the  gentlemen  to  cofiee  and 
tea. 

The  fervant  was  difmifled,  and  withroi*- . 
ders  to  fuppty  the  tablfe  with  a*  dbzen  of 
Burgundy ;  but  a  frefh  meffage  from  her 
Ladyfhip  ftated  the  preparations  for  mufic,, 
and  that  Mifs  Cathnefs  had  been  prevailed 
upon  to  touch  the  cords  of  Mifs  Hales'* 
harp,  her  favourite  instrument... 

The  gallantry  of  the  gentlemen  could 
not  refift  the  influence  of  a  deity,  whofe 
mild  and  foothing  power  could  impart  to 
die  votaries  of  Bacchus  a  charm  oFfuch 

mild. 


mild  efficacy  to  mingle  delight  with  his. 
boifterous  orgies. 

When  the  gentlemen  entered  the  draw* 
ing  room,  the  folding  doors  flung  open 
difplayed  the  exquifite  form  of  Mifs  Cath- 
;iefs  feated  with  the  harp  of  Mifs  Hales.  < 

She  fung— her  notes  like  the  ftrains  of  the 
figurative  angel  of  the  cloud,  touching  the- 
hallowed  firing  of  fymphony  to  the  great 
over-ruling  power  of  nature,  commanded 
the  moft  (till  and  fixed  attention. 


ODE 
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ODE  to  NATURE  a*d  to  TRUTHL 

I. 

Nature — Godde&l  heav'nly  born, 
OVr  grove,  o'er  fountain, 
Thou  prefidft — pure  as  the  breath 
Of  perfumed  zephyr  o'er  the  heath- 
Swift  Ay  'parent  ^Kesretn6unring — 
OF*thy  blooming  honours  ihorn, 
Alas !  thy  empire  £nk*  in  death*. 


IT. 

Yet  ftay— 'tis  Tr  uth,  thy  fitter's  voice- 
Yet  day— thy  fecund  breads  foft  tranfporu 
yield.;. 
Enrapt,  the  tow  nng  foul 
The  fiend  of  falfehood  may  control- 
May  feek  thy  drear  and  lonefome  realm — 

In  thy  fair  prefence  may  rejoice, 
From  harpy  hate  thy  pure  and  foft  breaft 

fhield,      * 
And  all  thy  foes  with  gilded  triumph  over- 
whelm. 

O  god* 
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O  gpddcfs,  heavenly  born  !  norgomg,  not 
fway.— 
Nx>  luflxe  beams,  without  thy  charm— 
The  ermin'd.  monarch,  flave  tq  form, 
•    In.  plaints  oppreffive,  flies  the  day. 
His  heart  thy  iacred  ftome  ne'er:  deigns,  to 

warm, 
And  turns  ligjit  zephyr,  to  life's  ruffling^ 
ftonn. 


But  feftive  pleafure  with  light  tr-e^d, 
By  Truth  and  Nature, g^ily  led* 
With  flouret  wreaths  are  crown'd— 
Hark. the  pipe! — 
The,  nymphs  advance.— 
Love  is  ripe— 
Thro'  the  meads  they  merry,  merry <dam;c* , 
And  in  their  cho&ajl  train,  tranfpoitii>g 
blifs  is  found. 

* 

When 
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When  Fanny  had  finifhed  the  ode,  a 
low  murmur  of  applaufe  was  heard  in 
every  part  of  the  room.  Excepting  a 
young  nobleman,  of  much  fplendor  and 
great  fafhion,  (he  received  neither  claps, 
nor  the  ftimufeting  founds  of  bravo  or  br a* 
vtffimo.  Fafhion  had  infpired  him  with  in- 
difference. He  had,  on  the  introdu&ion 
to  the  drawing  room,  entered  into  conver- 
sion with  a  youth  of  fimilar  appearance, 
and  their  converfatron  ecarte  had  lafted 
during  the  beautiful  execution  of  Fanny 
on  her  inftrument.  Lord  Belpoint  had 
now  fuddenly  turned  his  head,  clapped, 
and  fhouted  in  great  raptures — talked  of 
opera  fingers,  and  extolled  her  execution 
as  fuperior  to  any  he  had  ever  heard. 

But  thofe  who  had  truly  felt  the  force  of 
her  execution  moved  up  to  her  chair,  and, 
from  almoft  every  perfon  in  the  room,  (he 
received  the  moft  gratulating  expreflions  of 
the  pleafure  which  (he  had  imparted,    " 

The  ode  was  Philpot's— rit  conveyed  all 

the 
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the  energy  which  her  peculiar  fituation  <d6- 
mancted. 

:•  Mr.  Hales  dropped  a  iilent  tear  of  ecftaiy 
in  beholding  the  general  homage  paid  to. 
the  idol  of  hi*  heart ;  and  the  Baronet,  no 
lpfs  aflfe&ed  with  delight,  divulged  in  his 
look  his  inward  fatisfadion  in  contem- 
plating the  profperous  effefts  which  his 
Heady  plan  had  hitherto  produced. 

Lady  Hales,  in  company  with  I^ady  Do- 
rothy and  her  Scotch,  kauneftions,  alfo  «ex- 
prefied  their  raptures  which  the  lkill  of 
Fanny  had  excited. 

With  her  own  hand  Lady  Dorothy  pre-, 
fented  her  with  a  cup  of  coffee — but  on 
the  fide  of  the  fair  St.  Cecilia,  her  manner 
of  receiving  the  general  applaufe,  ftill 
heightened  the  admiration  of  the  company. 
Their  plaudits  {he  heard  with  a  mild  fettled 
arrangement  of  features.  Perhaps  the  fears 
of  an  unfavourable  iflue  to  the  high  caft  of 
character  (he  had  aflumed,  turned  her  foul 
inward,  and  checked  t x  ..v  ;* '•.•  %  emotion 

of 
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amufe  die  company  with  a  -dance  to  the 
tabor  aad  pipe* 

Several  of  the  company  rofe  to  join  ia 
sthe  dance — and  thus  the  evening  palled 
with  cheerfulness  and   general  good  hn- 
moar ;  but  to  mingle  with  an  alloy  of  per- 
plexity, this  enraptured  plan  of  Lady  Halet 
of  contriving  a  marriage  feftival  with  fc 
much  abundant  elegance  and  fplendor; 
-the  houfe  ftewaid  arrived  with  intelligence, 
which    greatly  interrupted  the    promifed 
pleafuie  of  'her  ladyfhip.      Her  invitatioft 
had  exceeded  die  accommodation  of  her 
'  company ;  and  on  the  enlargement  of  the 
grand  falooa,  having  taken  in  a  range  of 
bed  chambers,  it  was  now  found  that  this 
alteration  had  precluded  the  neceffary  pro- 
vifions  for  difpofingof  her  friends  for  die 
night.     However,    that    fome  expedient 
might  be  devifed,  a  general  counfel  was 
called ;  the  fupernumerary  gendemen  were 
to  draw  lots  for  the  chambers,  and  the  ua- 
fuccefsful  to  put  up  with  a  deeping  prepa- 
ration ih  a  part  of  the  grand  (aloon,  wh  ch 
3  *  was 
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was  to  be  partitioned  off  with  hangings  for 
the  purpofe. 

The  decorations  of  the  faloon  were  mag- 
nificent to  the  extreme  of  expence  and  in- 
vention —  a  vaft  length  of  table,  orna- 
mented with  epergnes,  glafs  falvers,  pira- 
mids  of  luftres,  with  pendant-cut  receivers 
for  delicate  viands  and  preferred  fruits— 
wax  figures  of  animals,  birds,  fi(h ;  the 
whole  range  of  creation,  fele&ed  for  fub- 
je&s,  to  be  introduced  at  certain  intervals 
on  the  table,  that  the  fight  might  receive 
an  equal  gratification  with  the  tafte.  Many 
days  had  been  beftowed,  and  fome  of  the 
principal  confectioners  in  London  em- 
ployed to  execute  the  grand  ornaments  of 
the  table;  which  were  exhibited  the  night 
before,  to  effeft  the  order  of  the  fcftival 
with  more  accuracy.  This  fumptuous  pre- 
paration was  intended  for  the  defert,  and 
to  be  introduced  when  the  cloth  was  re- 
moved. 

At  both  ends  of  the  faloon  were  great 

fpaces  left  for  the  attendants  of  fervants  at 

K  z  the 
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the  fide  boards,  and  it  was  here  the  fmall 
apartments  were  fubdivided  .with  hang- 
ings for  the  reception  of  the  fuperaume- 
raries. 


THE     CHATEAU     ALARMED. 

JL  HE  company  had  retired  to  reft  be- 
tween one  and  two  in  the  morning.  Lord 
Belpoint  and  feveral  of  his  young  friends 
had  facrificed  too  bountifully  to  the  orgies 
of  Bacchus — and  as  in  full  jollity,  when 
the  mad-cap  head  of  youth  teems  with 
folly  and  the  fpirit  of  diforder,  confbfion 
and  imprudence  are  its  confederates,  fo  this 
frolickfome  young  nobleman  was  intent  on 
nyfehief.  But  to  give  his  mifchief  an  ex- 
alted eclats  no  lefs  than  utter  confufion  did 
his  wild  inebriety  fuggeft. 

Having 
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Having  on  his  entry  into  the  faloqn,  in 
his  road  to  bed,  perceived  the  variegated 
lamps  filled  with  fpiritsof  wine  ready  prer 
pared  for  illumination,  he  conceived  the 
grand  prqjeft  of  confecrating  his  name  to 
pofterity  as  the  greateft  buck  that  had  flou- 
rifhed  in  modern  times. 

Seconded  by  two  more  of  his  dafhing 
heroes,  he  declared  that  Jie  had  hit  on  a 
prodigious  excellent  device  to  produce  one 
of  the  fined  rous  that  ever  was  invented- 
it  was  no  lefs  a  contrivance  than  that  of 
lighting  up  the  lamps,  and  (houting  fire  at 
all  the  room  doors. 

By .  this  moft  excellent  projedt,  which 
would  be  very  innocent,  and  no  perfon 
could  be  the  fufferer,  the  charming  young 
brides  would  be  thus  obliged  to  fcamper 
out  of  their  bed  chambers  in  all  the  pure 
femblance  of  divinities,  and  all  the  old 
tabbies  rending  the  air  with  horrid  yells,  tb 
the  vaft,  the  fupreme  delight  of  the  be- 
holders. 

K  3  No 
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No  fooner  devifed  than  the  counfel  of 
war  ratified  the  decree,  and  the  lamps  were 
inftantly  lighted  up. 

Fire !  fire  !  now  refounded  oh  all  quar- 
ters, and  the  fleeping  guefts  behind  the  thin 
hangings  awakened  from  their  lleep,  beheld 
the  amazing  glare  in  the  faloon.  But  out 
heroes  having  unfortunately,  in  lighting  up 
the  lamps,  dropped  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  fpirits  of  wine  on  the  feftoons  of  artifi- 
cial flowers  which  hung  pendant  on  the 
columns  of  the  arches,  which  taking  fire, 
they  blazed  upward  from  the  column  ti 
the  deling  with  an  alarming  eftfeft. 

Sir  Archy  M'SnivIefnuff,  Lady  Doro- 
thy's friend,  who  flept  at  the  end  of  the 
faloon,  flew  immediately  to  the  bedroom, 
fptcuhim,  and  ejefting  the  fame  wkh  hopes 
of  extinguifhing  the  flames,  had  the  mis- 
fortune, by  too  great  precipitation,  ta 
fend  the  receiver  after  it ;  which  taking  an 
oblique  diredion,  unhappily  alighted,  with 
a  difafterous  crufli,  on  a  moft  (umptuous 
**         temple  and  luftre  of  cut  glafs,  with 

of  pendant    ornament*.      The 

:n 
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noife  brought  into  the  room  federal  other  , 
gucfts,  who,  finding  it  adually  in  a  blaze, 
alarmed  the  houfe  with  redoubled  cries* 

Regardlefs  of  the  decoration  of  the  tables 
and  following  the  example  of  Sir  Archyy 
they  emptied;  their  bottles  and  other  water 
engines  on  the  flames,  which  were  in  a  ftiort 
time  effedtually  extinguifhed. 

By  this  time  the  mapfidnwas  in  a  gene- 
ral alarm*  A  gardfen*  engine  had  been* 
planted  before  the  windows,  and  a  deluge 
of:  water  fent  bto  the  faloon^—and  it  was- 
with  confiderafek  cKfficulty  the  fervantr 
could  be.  perfuaded  that  the  apparent  con- 
flagration was  no  other  than  the  brilliant 
effe&of  the  lamps  and  luftres. 

The  havock  which  this  unfortunate  felly 
of  youthful  enterprize  had  occafioned  is 
better  conceived  than  exprefled.  Mr. 
Grocan,  the  confectioner,  having  ran  into 
the  faloon,  and  beholding  the  chaotic  con- 
fufion  and  entire  deftru&ion  of  die  princi- 
pal ornaments  of  his  defert,  which  had 
K  4 
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been  fabricated  with  all  the  induftry  and 
talents  of  his  art,  flew  round  the  houfe  in 
all  the  frantic  gefticulations  of  a  maniac, 
howling  fire  and  murder.  His  yells  had 
all  the  defired  effeft  of  conveying  redou- 
bled confirmation  in  the  chambers  of  the 
fairfex. 

Lady  Dorothy  Murray,  the  firft  who 
prefented  herfelf,  was  feen  in  her  bed 
gown;  her  tin  in  the  hwry  was  caught 
up  -  with  the  back  part,  atkl  the  braid 
hanging  over  her  eyes— hef  petticoats  hur- 
ried over  her  with  the  artificial  protuberance 
in  front.  It  -wa$  in  this  attire  (he  caught 
hold  of  the  affrighted  Crocan,  ,who  had 
actually- been  aWkeoeidotit  of  deep  in  all 
the  trepidation  of 'excefl&ye*  fear,  without 
having  bqen  able  to  collqd  his  {battered 
fenfes. 

Being  thus  encloftd  by  her  Ladyftiip,. 
who  was  alfo  fcreaming  for  prote&ion,  and 
repeating,  as  loud  as  fhe  could  fhout,  the 
word    murder,  the  couple  were  foon  fur- 

Crocan 
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Crocan  being  thus  cnclofed  in  her  La- 
dyship's grapple,  and  recognifed  by  the 
fervants,  they  made  no  hefitation  to  con-, 
elude,  in  the  hurry  of  the  confufion,  that 
he  had  availed   himfelf  of  it  to  behave, 
indecorous  to  her  Ladyfhip.    The  confe- 
quence  was,  the  poor  confe&ionef,  to  add 
to  his  extreme  mortification  in  beholding; 
the  havock  made  of  the  vaft  exuberancy, 
of  his  art,  received  a  moft  terrible  bea*ing> 
from  them.     His  cries  of.  murder,  being 
now .  in  realky  fan&ioned  by  the  blows  he 
received,  and  which  had  alfo  driven  a>va,y 
Lady  Dorothy  with  a  redoubled  energy  06 
fereaming,  that  part  of  the  houfe  was  (bon* 
filled  with-  a  prodigipud  ooncourfapf  peo-, 
pie,    and  an  imperfed  rumour  fpread  ofi  w 
the  event  which  had  juft  tranfpired.    This 
being  magnified  into  enormity,  terror  and 
difmay  .petrified  the  by-ftanders,  feveral 
of  whom  being  o£  the  fair  fex;  cgmpof^  of 
chambermaids  and  the  bat  attendants  of  the 
family*  were  affurqd  that  they  were  in  ihe 
mod  imminent  danger  of  being  violated,; 
as  an  attempt  of  that  natuj^;hadt)0«njro^ -1 
by  Mr.  Crocan. 

K5 
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At  this  moment  Lord  Belpoint  and  his 
companions  coming  up,  reeled  up  to  the 
affrighted  Dianas,  who  redoubled  their 
cries  of  murder  and  ravilhment  with  alt 
the  violence  of  pofleffed  demoniacs. 

Thefe  kind  of  impure  (creams  produced 
an  effeft  of  the  moft  defirable  nature  on  the 
beautiful  brides,  to  the  abfolute  fruftration 
of  the  drunken  projeft.  For  the  young 
ladies  of  the  Chateau  had  locked  them- 
felves  lecure  in  their  apartments,  and> 
in  all  the  aufterity  of  immaculate  vir- 
tue, they  preferred  the  alternative  of  be- 
ing burnt  to  death,  to  the  hazard  of  an 
efeape  through  fuch  dire  and  portentous 
evils. 

The  company  who  had  left  their  apart* 
ments  were  afiembled  in  the  haH,  where 
Lady  Hale*  had  heard  of  the  entire  de* 
ftrudlion  of  her  beautiful  collation  (ervice. 
The  agitation  of  her  mind  might  have 
been  followed  with  the  moft  alarming  can- 
fcqoences,  had  it  not  been  for  the  appear- 
ance 
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ance  of  Lady  Dorothy  Murray,  who  en- 
tered the  hall  in  her  whimfical  attire. 


Sir  Simon  and  Philpot  parading  the 
houfe,  very  foon  difmiffed  the  confufion ; 
the  laugh  was  fubftituted,  and  the  com- 
pany  returned  to  their  apartments. 

Lord  Belpoint,  at  a  late^breakfaft,  openly 
made  an  apology  for  his  juvenile  prank  : 
his  egregious  drunken  fit  was  received  as 
an  apology. . 

Sir  Simon,  wherwas not forry  In  his  heart' 
aft  the  misfortune  whictr  had  happened! 
to  her  LadyfhipV  favourite  faldon,  took 
feme  pains  to  turn  the  diiafter  into  a  moral 
refleftion,  and  had  aftually  contrived,  with 
the  affifttace  of  Philpot,  to  reafon  Lady 
Hales  into  fome  compofure ;  but  it  might 
be  a  matter  of  fome  difpute,  whether  Mr. 
Crocan  did  not  more  contribute  to  her  pa- 
cification :  for  by  an  effort  of  uncommon 
art  and  ingenuity  he  had  undertaken  to  re- 
K  6  adjufc 


adjuft  the  decorations,  and  to  make  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  thofc  that  were  demolished* 

The  mind  of  Lady  Hales  thus  regained 
a  colour  of  chearfulnefs  and  the  difafter* 
thanks  to  Lord  Belpoint,  only  ferved  to. 
increafe  the  general  good  humour  of  the 
company. 


THE 
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THE       NUPTIALS* 

I  HE  company  aflembled  in  the  chapeB 
— many  perfons  of  the  village  admitted  ; 
among  them  farmer  Drab  and  his  wife- 
Underwood  and  his  wife  were  feated  near 
the  altar*.  - 

Sir  Simon  Hales,  with  the  greateft  pri- 
vacy, and  unknown  to  his  wife,  had  en- 
gaged feveral  of  the  moft  celebrated  pub- 
lic fingers  to  perform  an  anthem,  com- 
pofed  on  the  occafion.  In  the  gallery  on 
each  fide  of  the  organ  they  were  to  be  ar-. 
ranged  in  robes  fuited  to  the  folemnity— 
accompanied  with  a  choir  of  boys  and 
girls,  which  had  alfa  been  procured  for 
the  occafion*. 

The  band  was  led  by  one  of  our  firft 
cotnpofers,  and  which,  on  the  appearance 
of  the  parties,  was  inftantly  to  ftrike  up. 

The 
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The  proceffion  into  the  chapel  from  the 
hall  was  thus  ordered  : 

Dodtor  Philpot  in  his  robes ;  next  to  him 
Mr.  Hales  and  Fanny,  who  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Samuel  and  Mifs  Hales;  Sir 
-  Simon  and  his  lady ;  Lady  Dorothy  and 
Mrs.  Gordon,  (till  under  the  feigned  title 
of  Lady  Cathnefk 

Immediately  on  their  entry  the  anthem 
began  with  an  awful  grandeur— the  parties 
encircled  the  altar,  where  they  waited  till 
the  anthem  was  concluded— Fanny  Under- 
wood, in  a  fimple  white  robe,  trembled 
and  looked  pale — Mr.  Hales,  with  a  look 
of  ineffable  love,  enclofing  his  hand  in  hers 
— Samuel  and  MHs  Hales  much  afic&ed, 
and  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  die  pave- 
ment* 


THE 
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THE      ANTHEM. 


Father  of  worlds,  whofe  parent  breath 
Rais'd  torpid  nature  from  the  ctod 

To  blooming  rapture— banifli'd  death ; 
Whom  glad  creation  worfhips  as  her 
mighty  God* 

Thy  wondVous  (age  incubing  power, 
Allated,  hov'ring  o'er  each  birth, 

All  nature  feels — the  fhrub,  the  flower  ; 
Beings  of  water,  air,  and  earth. 

To  thee  the  pealing  organ's  notes  fh all  rife, 
And  the  rapt  mortal  hymn  his  joyful  me- 
lodies. 


The  religious  wonder  of  Lady  Hales  and 
Lady  Dorothy,  which  the  anthem  caufed,      , 

was  ^ 
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was  not  to  be  exprefled.  The  folemnity 
had  the  greateft:  effed  on  their  minds. 
When  the  band  had  finifhed,  Do&or  PhiU 
pot  opened  the  book,  and  prepared  to  read 
the  ceremony;  but  Sir  Simon  Hales,  mount- 
ing the  done  fteps  to  the  altar,  thus  ad- 
dreffed  the  company : 

"  On  the  confequent  effe&s  of  thefe 
"  nuptials  I  have  placed  all  my  happinefs. 
"  Rejoicing  in  that  tribute  which  fhould 
•*  be  paid  to  natural  affedion,  as  far  as  re- 
"  gards  the  order  of  civil  fociety,  I  have 
"  feduloufly  endeavouredj:o  encourage  rar 
"  ther  than  to  prevent  them ;  knowing, 
"  that  in  the  union  of  the  fexes  there  can 
"  be  no  Iafting  happinefs  without  an  ap- 
"  proved,  a  fincere,  and  a  mutual  love. 
€€  Experience  has  taught  me,  that  intereft, 
«  which  too  generally  prevails  in  the  (a- 
"  cred  ties  of  marriage,  mod  efle&uaUy 
"  proves -die  titter  bone  of  its -comforts. 
«•  The  defporic  power  of  prejudice  I  have 
*  *  therefore  endeavoured  to  diffipate  with 
«  all  the  ftratagem  and  afljduous  labour  I 
«  was  matter  of.    The  greater  part  of  this 

company 
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€€  company  has  been  informed  of  my  plani; 
"  To  them  I  appeal  for  their*  fandtion. 
€€  That  prejudice  which  would  ftab  the 
**•  poignard  into  the  bread  of  innocence 
c<  and  virtue  muft  now  blufti  when  the 
"  mafk  is  pulled  from  its  errors,  and  when 
€€  it  beholds  the  perfe&ion  which  it  had 
"  heretofore  reje&ed.  But  the  truth  muft 
u  now  be  uttered.  If  therefore,  in  the 
"  face  of  convi&ion,  it  will  ftill  affert  the 
"  extravagance  of  its  tyranny,  its  punifh- 
*'  njent  muft  fall  with  redoubled  verige- 
"  ance  on  its  own  head.  Held  up  to  folly 
"  and  ridicule  by  the  wife  and  the  fober 
"  part  of  the  world,-  it  can  only  expedt  to 
u  receive  happincfs  by  the  bafe  and  fervile? 
**  incenfe  of  flattery  and  impertinence. '..    " 

a  Is  not  the  young  lady  at  the  altar  an 
*€  honour  to  the  hand  which  leads  her 
"  there  ?  What  diffenting  voice  prefent 
"  can  affert  her  inequality?  Diverted 
"  of  the  magic  of  a  name,  the  trap- 
"  ping  of  an  enobled  family,  her  vir- 
<c  tues  are  co-equal  with  the  greatefl: 
a  he!*editary  influence.     Is  there  one  fo 

"  left 
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"  toft  to  reafon  and  to  truth  who  will  deny 
"  this  aflertion  ?  Let  the  difputant  now 
"  come  forth  and  alledge,  that  the  name 
"  of  Underwood  is  not  of  equal  value  te 
"  that  of  Cathnefs." 

A  flafh  of  perception  feemed  at  this 
inftant  to  (hoot  acrofs  the  mind  of  Lady 
Hales— "  What  is  this,  Sir  Simon  ?"  flic 
faulteringly  exclaimed*. 

Sir  Simons  u  To  undeceive  you* 
"  Madam:. 

u  Horror  and'  mifery  would  Have  fbW 
"  lowed  clofe  on  ^otir  prejudices*  I  have 
u  fnatched  you  from  error,!  Tit  an  e* 
u  periment  —  that  your*  children  may  be. 
u  left  acctirfed  in  marriage  than  falls-  to 
"  the  lot  ofohofe  whom  intereft.abne.hara 
<*  united. 

"  Behold,  Madam,  the  two  children  of: 
u  an  honeft  man  —  the  children,  of  our 
*■  tenant,   Underwood  —  Will  you  fuffer 
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•*  me,  Madam,  to  prefent  them  to  you  as 
•»  fuch?" 

The  woftder-ftriken  countenances  of 
Lady  Hales  and  Lady  Dorothy  were  not  to 
be  defcribed.  The  lovely  Frances,  too 
greatly  agitated  by  the  folemnity  of  the 
fcene,  funk  in  the  arms  of  Mr*  Hales* 

Samuel  Underwood  and  Mifs  Hales  knelt 
before  her  Ladyfhip. 

That  haughty  foul,  moved  by  time  and 
place,  by  a  concurrence  of  wdl-proje&ed, 
yet  Angular  occurrences,  would  have  burft 
with  indignation  at  this  overture,  perhaps 
before  it  had  entered  the  holy  walls— but 
the  miraculous  agency  of  truth  feemed  to 
influence  her  bread  with  converfion.  The. 
conflict  was  furmounted  by  the  furrounding 
fcenery,  and  by  a  fenfe  of  its  fallacious 
powers.  Lady  Hales  prefented  them  with 
her  hand.  Fanny  reviving,  flung  hcrfelf 
at  her  feet —  (he  tfas  raifed  to  her  bread. 
Sir  Simon  Hales,  with  a  cordiality,  perhaps 
for  the  ftrft  time  experienced  in  his  life, 

embraced 
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embraced  his  wife,  in  teflimony  of  joy.  at 
her  concurrence. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  came  from 
their  feats,  and  were  in  turn  prefentcd  to 
her  by  Sir  Simon* 

The  effect  of  this  fcene  words  would  not 
paint.  The  indignant,  yet  ftupified  coun- 
tenance of  farmer  Drab,  difcovered  the  de- 
feat of  favage  brutality.  Lady  Dorothy 
turned  away  in  wrath  and  perturbation  from 
the  altar  to  addrefs.  herfelf  to  the  company 
and  her  Scotch  kauneftionr. 

But  here  her  mortification  was  mod  ap- 
parfent.  The  company  had  been  all  of 
them  pre- informed  of  the  plan  of  Sir 
Simon,  and  were  the  firm  abettors  of  it ; 
particularly  the  brilliant  Lord  Shelldrake 
and  Lady  Champignion,  who  openly 
avowed  their  intentions  of  patronifing  the 
much-applauded  plan  of  the  Baronet,  de- 
claring, that  they  ftiould  take  all  poffible 
tneafures    to    fandtion  the    entry    of  the 

-fcg  votaries  of  hymen  into  life. 

Finding 
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Finding  on  all  fides  that  the  plot  had 
foiled  her  in  every  point  of  view,  (he  had  only 
the  alternative  either  to  unite  with  Lady 
Hales  in  her  converfioa  and  approbation, 
or  to  appear  fingle  in  her  way  of  thinking : 
in  this  inftance  fhe  would  be  obliged  to 
forego  the  fplendid  feftival  at  Boxley,  and 
for  ever  take  her  leave  of  the  family  : 
therefore,  with  that  wonderful  flexibility  fo 
frequently  obferved  in  human  nature,  when 
the  affairs  of  life  are  driven  to  an  extre- 
mity, (he  approached  the  altar,  and  defired 
leave  of  Sir  Simon  to  be  introduced  to  the 
children  of  his  $aur  tenant. 

The  expreflion  ©f  paur  tenant  drew  from 
tSbe  Baronet  a  rebuke,  which,  had  not  the 
mind  of  Lady  Dorothy  been  lefs  prepared 
for  converfion,  would  have  effe&ually  re- 
pelled her  Ladyfhip  from  all  family  kau- 
ntRion  whatever. 

V  Madam,"  replied  Sir  Simon,  "  po- 
"  verty  is  only  applied  to  thofe  who  are 
"  proud  in  heart  and  poor  m  charity.  In 
"  a  virtuous  and  induftrious  cottage  there 

"is 
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41  is  a  far  greater  richnefs  of  foul  than  in  a 
44  gilded  manfion,  where  its  tenants  are 
u  flaves  to  their  fordid  follies  and  degrad- 
"  ing  prejudices*  This  match,  Lady  Do- 
*<  rochy,  did  *iot  originate  wkh  ray  paur 
44  tenant.  His  foul,  as  proud  as  yours, 
4C  {purned  at  an  alliance,  the  inequality  of 
4€  which  might  threaten  iiisxlomeftic  hap- 
44  pinefs.  He  knew  the  value  of  a  rich 
"  independance  procured  by  die  fweat  of 
44  his  brow,  and  had  fufficient  underftand* 
41  ing  to  comprehend  the  real  dignity 
44  which,  as  a  cultivator  of  land,  he  fuf- 
44  tained  in  theftate.  This  match,  Lady 
4€  Dorothy,  was  of  my  own  contrivance, 
*4  and  I  now  rejoice  in  the  prefent  oppor- 
4t  tunky  of  fmiling  at  the  prejudicesof  the 
*'  world,  and  the  conqueft  I  have  obtained 
V  over  the  vanity  of  your  own  perioral 
44  boafted  rank  and  precedency. 

44  Mr.  Underwood,  Madam,  is  an  honeft 
*4  man— the  nobleft  work  of  God — and  I 
44  think  it  an  honour  to  Mr,  Hales  to  have 
44  formed  an  alliance,  which  has  received 

"ihc 
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*c  the  general  approbation  of  the  firft  per* 
"  fons  of  diftin&ion  in  the  kingdom." 

Lady  Dorothy*  **  In  troth,  nephew, 
*<  I  think  you  are  a  very  ftraunge  kind  of 
"  a  man— your  unaccountable  difpofition 
**  may,  perhaps,  in  feme  fhape,  apologise 
4€  for  the  Angularity  of  your  fori**  choice ; 
*€  and  as  I  would  na  be  out  of  fafhion,  I 
i€  (hall,  doubtlefs,  give  myconfent — but 
€€  you  muft  na  endeavour  to  perfuade  me 
"  out  of  my  fenfes.  The  naubilky  of 
4€  Great  Britain  will  na  fuffier  themfelves  to 
4€  be  degraded  to  the  clafs  of  boors  and 
u  favages.  There  is  na  always  to  be 
xt  found  fuch  accomplifiied  cauntry  laffes 
"  as  Fanny  Underwood ;  and  na  fuch 
€€  well-behaved  and  gude  comic  aftrefles 
44  as  my  Laudy  Cathnefs  there  [curtejying 
4€  to  Mrs.  Gordon.']  The  naubilky,  I  fay, 
"  out  of  a  fraulic,  may  for  once  give  into 
41  your  abfurdity ;  but  you  mu^na -think, 
u  Sir  Simon,  that  k  will  be  admitted  as  a 
*€  (landing  rule." 

Lady  Dorothy  being  thus  determined  to 

fpeak 
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4  fpeak  her  mind,  (he  dropped  a  curtely  to 
Fanny  Underwood,  and  the  fame  to  Mrs. 
Gordon,  who  was  now  introduced  to  her 
in  her  real  name,  and  as  the  lifter  of  Do&or 
Philpot. 

The  ceremony  was  now  performed  by 
the  Do&pr,  and  Fanny  Underwood  given 
away  by  her  father,  as  was  Mifs  Hales  by 
Sir  Simon. 

The  Deus  mlfereatur  was  chanted  by  the 
choir,  and  the  nuptials  thus  happily  cele- 
brated. 

After  the  ceremony  was  concluded,  the 
organ  played  —  The  company,  with  un- 
feigned marks  of  the  fulleft  approbation, 
complimented  Sir  Simon — and  th?  young 
brides  and  bridegrooms  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  every  perfon  prefent.* 

Thtf  entry  to  the  grand  hall  wasftrewed 
with  flowers,  where  a  croud  of  villagers 
were  admitted  to  hail  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hales,  and  the  young  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Underwood. 

The 
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The  company  having  taken  refrefhmcnts, 
they  afterwards  afiembled  on  the  lawn, 
where  the  lads  and  laffes  of  the  village  were 
gathered  in  crouds  toarnufe  them  with  the 
fports  which  the  Baronet  had  proclaimed. 

The  May  fon  gave  a  cheerful  afpeft  to 
the  fcene— a  country  dance  to  the  tabor 
•  and  pipe  wis  a  prelude  to  the  rural  diver- 
sions. 

A  chaplet  of  flowers  was  prefented  by  a 
beautiful  young  maiden  to  Mrs.  Haled, 
who,  with  h£r  hufband,  led  down  the  dance, 
and  were  followed  by  the  Underwoods— 
their  participation  fupprefled  the  natural 
envy  of  the  kfs-fovoured  maidens,  and 
endeared  the  names  of  the  beautiful  daugh- 
ter of  Underwood  to  her  old  acquaint- 
ance. 

( 

When  the  fports  w«re  concluded,  an  ox 
roafted  whole  was  extended  on  a  large 
table  under  a  temporary  pavilion  in  the 
lawn.  The  flowing  cup  of  ale,  the  cheer- 
ful countenances  of  die  nifties,  confpired 

Vol.  HI.  L  .,  to 
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•<o  adorn  the  fccnc  in  all  the  exuberance  of 
-terreftrial  happinefs. 

When  the  company  were  regaled  witi 
this  rural  plan  of  the  Baronet's  hofpitality, 
they  were  ufhered  into  the  magnificent 
ialoon,  which  feemed  by  the  repairs  It  had 
.undergone  to  have  received  but  little  injury 
.from  the  difafter  of  the  drunken  projefit. 
A  fplendid  dinner  was  now  difplayed  on 
the  table,  and  a  general  hilarity  on  the 
Krountenanceof  every  perfbn.  Lady  Hales 
at  the  top  of  the  table,  Sir  Simon  at  die 
bottom,  with  Do&or  Philpot,  the  mailer 
of  the  ceremonies,  on  his  right  hand.  In 
the  center,  on  one  fide,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hales ;  on  her  left  hand,  Mrs.  Underwood, 
her  mother.  On  the  oppofke  fide,  Samuel 
Underwood  and  his  lady  ;  and  * o  the  right 
of  the  former,  his  father. 
~\ 

Lady  foorothy  had  taken  her  place  next 
to  Mrs.  Gordon,  and  with  whom,  on  die 
recollection  of  an  earlier  period  of  life,  (he 
had  been  acquainted ;  which  circumftance 
.did  not  a  little  ferve  to  reconcile  her  Lady* 
3  fliip 
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(hip  to  the  unforefeen  kaunefiion  which  had' 
taken  place.   . 

The  eafe  and  grace  with  which  Mrs.. 
Hales  and  her  brother  conducted  them- 
felves  under  their  prefent  and  natural  ap- 
pearance, confirmed  the  company  in  the- 
general  fenfe  of  the  appropriated  alliance ; 
and  every  public  teftimony  of  approbation* 
was  bellowed  on.  them. 

.  Lady  Hales  finding  the  order  of  Her 
faloon  reftored  to  her  full  fattsfa&ion,,  on« 
which  fhe  had  fixed  a  great  portion  of  her 
happinefs  on  the,  celebration  of  the  nup- 
tials, refumed  much  of  her  good  humour ;, 
and  when  (he  beheld  the  introdudion  of 
the  defert  in  all  the  elegance  which  her 
fanpy  had  fuggefted,  her  ruling  paffiom 
feemed,  by  its  full  gratification,  to  have  dif- 
fipated  her  family  prejudice.  T4ie  com- 
pany flattered  the  magnificence  of  her 
tafte,  and  fhe  feemed  to  be  perfeftly  recon- 
ciled to  the  matrimonial  election  of  her  fon 
and  daughter. 


Ir 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  dinner  the  Barohet 
had.fent  up  a  glafs  of  Champaign  to  Un- 
derwood, which  being  foon  after  repeated 
by  Philpot,  his  natural  powers  of  a  good 
underftanding  unfolded  thcmfelves,  and 
the  company  -  beheld  a  character  of  true 
^orthand  native  dignity. 

At  night  there  was  a  ball  in  the  faloon. 
Lord  Shelldrake  danced  a  minuet  with 
Mrs.  Hales,  and  Lord  Belpoint  the  fame 
with  Mrs,  Underwood.  Country  dances 
enfued* 

The  curtain  now  dropped— The  drains 
was  concluded* 

But,  oh,  the  reward  of  native  love  !«— 
Mr.  Hales  might  exclaim  with  die  poet* 


■  i  Bene  muftis 

Fidum  peSku  ammbus. 
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and  learning,  improvements  in  arts  and  fciences,  reli- 
•jteus  opinions  .and  finguiar.  notions,  different  govern* 

meats. 


Books  printed  for  T.  Hookham. 

4M0ts,  politics,  and  revolutions-;  with  a  variety  of  other 
refearches,  tending  to  afford  a  complete  idea  of  that 
country  and  its  inhabitants,  during  the  latter  ages,  and 
at  the  prefent  time.     Svo.  price  4s.  boards. 

Beauties  of  Rouficau,  fele&ed  by  a  Lady,  a  vok. 
5s.  fewed. 

The  Progrefs  of  Romance 5  by  Clara  Reeve.  2  vols. 
4s.  fewed. 

Apparition,  a  novel,     a  vols.  4s.  fewed. 

Agnes  de  Courci,  a  domeftic  tale  5  by  Mrs.  Bennct, 
author  of  the  Welch  Heirefs  and  Juvenile  Indifcretions. 
4  vols.  i«os.  fewed. 

Baftard j  or,  the  Hiftory  of  Mr.  Greville.  z  vok. 
58.  .fewed. 

Siege  of  Aubigny,  an  hiftoricaf  novel ;  by  Major 
Mame.     is  fewed. 

Fatal  Marriage,  2  vok.  5.  fewed* 

Marriage  Viclim  5  or,  the  Hiftory  of  Lady  Villars. 
a  vols.  5s.  fewed. 

Double  Difappointmem  ;  *or,  the  Hiftory  of  Charles 
Marlow,  Efq.  and  Mifs  Haftings.     1  vols.  5s.  fewed. 

•Hiftory  of  Melinda  Hailey,  as.  td.  fewed* 

Hiftory  of  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Rofemont  and  Sir 
Henry  Cardigan,     2  vols.  58.  fewed 

Maiqued  Weddings.     2  vols.  5 s.  fewed. 

Luanda;  or,  the  Self •  devoted  Daughter $  by  Major 
<Mante.     3  s  fewed.  \ 

Hiftory  of  Mifs  Baltimores.     %  vols.  5s.  fewed.    * 

Orphan,  2  vols.  5s.  fewed. 

Portrait,  2  vols,  58.  fewed. 

Damon  and  Delia.     3s.  fewed. 

Night-Cap,  translated  from  the  French  of  Mercief. 
a  vols.  4s.  fewed. 

AJthan  and  Galvina,  a  poetical  tale.     as.  6d   fewed* 

Nabob,  a  tale;  A  gib,  an  Arabian  tale;  and  fables. 
4to.  as.  6d. 

Orlando  and  Almcyda,  a  legendary  tale,  after  the 
manner  of  Dr.  Goldfmith  5  by  John  Thelwall.     as. 

Letter  to  a  Friend,  with  a  poem  called  the  Ghoft  of 
Werter,  by  Lady  Wallace,  *to.  is.  6d. 

Hiftory  of  Oount  Gleichen,  a  German  nobleman, 
who  had  permiflion  from  the  Pope  to  marry  two  wives 
at  the  fame  time,  as.  6d.  fewed. 
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JfcWx  printed  for  T.  Hookham. 

Tom;  or,  Folliee  of  Fafliion,  a  comedy,  with  a 
preface ;  by  Lady  Wallace,     is,  6d* 

(Dedicated  to  the  Lord  BiJbop  of  London,  and  en- 
tered at  Stationer's  Hail)  —  Sermons  for  Children; 
being-  an  attempt  to  connfel  and  improve  the  heart,  by 
occupying  the  imagination.  With  an  hymn  annexed 
to  each  mfcourfe.  The  whole  in  3  vols,  price  9  s. 
fcwed;  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Anthony  Mcilan,  editor  of 
the  Children's  Friend,  and  Friend  of  Youth. 

Hiftery  of  Lady  Caroline  Rivers ;  by  Mifs  C»  Todd, 
%  vols.  58.  fcwed. 

Death's  a  Friend;  by  the  author  of  the  Baft  and. 
a  vols.  41.  fewed. 

D i fin tere fled  Love  ;  or,  the  Modern  Robin  Grey, 
a  novel,  in  a  feries  of  letters  5,  by  a  widow  Lady, 
a  vols.  4s.  fewed. 

Sentimental  Memoirs;  by  a  Lady*  a  vols.  6s. 
fewed. 

Correfpondence  of  Two  Lovers-,  Inhabitants  of 
Lyons ;  tranilnced  from  the  French,  ad  edition,  3  vols. 
9s.  fcwed.  , 

An  Aafwer  to  David  Home  and  others,  on  the  Sub-  , 
je£t  of  Liberty  and  NeceiSty,  Providence  and  a  Future 
State,   is  6d. 

'  The  Generous  Conqueror,  an  hiftorical  tale;  by 
Major  Mante,   is. 

Fafhionable  Infidelity ;  or,  the  Triumph  of  Patience* 
3  vols.  9s.  fewed. 

The  Caftles  of  Athlin  and  Danbayne,  a  Highland 
ftory.     38,  fcwed. 

Emma  Dorvill;  by  a  Lady.     as.  *d.  fewed. 

In  the  prefs,  and  fpeedily  wilt  be  publifhed,  Connif- 
feur's  Companion ;  or,  a  Guide  to  Cotte&ors.  Con- 
taining an  account  of  the  patatera,  Greek,  Roman,  Ita« 
lian,  Spaniih,  French,  German,  Dutch,  FlemUh,  and 
Englifh,  from  the  infancy  of  the  art  to  the  prefenc  pe- 
riod, digefted  alphabetically,  and  comparing,  in  a  fum- 
mary  point  of  view,  their  biographical  dates,  ftudiet, 
and  peculiar  excellencies,  with  the  marks  adopted  by 
each,  and  their  comparative  merits,  &c.  &c.  To  which 
will  be  added,  a  Lift  of  Engravers,  and  a  geographical 
Dictionary,     Prkc  6«. 


